DONALD J. ROSS SAYS
PIONEER IN AMERICAN

THE PINEHURST OUTLOOK

PINEHURST WAS
GOLF—DORNOCH

MAN'S INFLUENCE ON GAME IN U. S. A.

By Robert E. Harlow

“To Donald J. Ross, with
bute to a great golfer and an
honored and outstanding figure
in the golfing world. Sincerely.”
Warren G. Harding.

When the President of the
TUnited States presented his pho-
tograph to Mr. Ross, ha wrote
the above message,

One day last spring, as Mr.
Ross was coming np the path
from the number three course,
a man on the Club House porch
sald to his friend:

tri-

“Here comes Mrv. Golf him-
self.”

But behind these brief and
fullsome Judgements of Pine-
hurst's Mr. Ross. s ds maore
than a half century of a man's
life, which has been practically
devoted "to the development of

Pinehurst and American golf.
Lad In Scotland

When Mr. Ross was a lad in
Dornoch, Scotland. on the North
Sea, he was apprenticed to a
jointer  (building constructor)
and he played amateur golf. He
was a good player; he has always
heen a good player. So the mem-
bers of the Dornoch Club in-
duced Donald to go to St. An-
drews and learn the club mak-
ing trade, with a promise. to
make him professional and club
maker at Dornoch when he had
learned the business.

Mr.' Ross's parents thought
little of golf as a profession, and
were so put-out because their son

‘| He

golf, and became a club maker
in the shop of Forgan, a famous
name Scotland. Sons of the
house of Forgan became great
hankers in America. In St, An-
drews, Donald met old Tom Mor-
ris, a patriarch of the game. Mr.
Morris took a liking to Donald
and invited him to attend his
kirk, especially the Saturday
night entertainment, where for
d penny, he could enjoy a social
time and a good dinner. As Don-
ald's salary at that time was sev-
en and six (about $1.50) per
week, the penny fee was attract-
ive. Mr. Ross states that later
he was able to contribute thrup-
pence to the kirk, when he went
to the Saturday night parties.

Mr. Ross remembers sound ad-
vice given him by Mr. Morris.
The old time Scoteh champion
was against gambling in goll
warned Donald against it,
sud during a lifetime of compe-
tition, Mr. Ross has never made
a wager which involved any-
thing higher than a -few of the
pennies he spent for entertain-
ment when his salary was less
than two dollars a week.

Banker Had Faith

It was the year I883, in No-
vember, when Donald, having
learned the club making trade
under Forgan returred to his
home to take over at The Royal
Dornoch Golf club. In winter
professionals made clubs to be
sold in summer, but Mr. Ross
lacked ecapital, completely, to
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fessor Robert Wilson of Har-
vard, whose subject was astrolo-
BY. advised the youthful profes-
sional Donald Ross, to hiteh his
wagon to a star—an American
star. The Harvard Don predict-
ed that Donald would find a
great. future and fortune in the
United States. This professor
properly appraised the power in
the game -of golf to win the Am-

erican people in those early
days; the American people who

In the summer of 1898 Pro-|had leisure and mongy

Off For America
Discussions followed
Ross  home. -Once
mother was hesitant for her|
son, now well established inj
Dornoch, to make a change. But !
Donald had listened earnestly Ln‘
Professor Wilson, and his heart |

in the |
again  the |

| Was set upon Amerlca. He won

his mother over with & promise
that he would save every pan-‘
ny he earned, and build her a

( Continued on Page 20) ‘

bome in Dornoch. During his

first year in America, Mr. Ross
in

saved $2,000, and the home
Dornoch became a reality.
Ross’s parents enjoyed it for the
remainder of their lives. The
house is still the property of
Mr. Ross,

When Donald arrived in Bos-
ton, he telephoned Professor Wil
son and was invited to Cam-
bridge. His funds were so low
@e walked (rom Boston to the
professor’s home. The next day
be inspected The Oakley club,
his first job in America. Smow
was on the fairways.

Success in every way came to
Mr. Ross In America. He did
well at Oakley, where he re-

HARRY VARDON, champion E‘rlnlllh

course in 1900, He introduced sub-par
Vitlage by scoring a remarkable 33387

mained until he came to Pine-
hurst, where since 1901 he has
made his headquarters.
Pinehurst influence
No one knows better than Mr.
Ross of the tremendous influence
Rineburst has had on the game in
America, In the early years of
the century, men who were lead-
ers in their communitles came
to Pinehurst. Many of these
learned to play here and later
became organizers of clubs at
home. Here is what Mr. Ross
sald about the influence Pine-
horst has exerted on American
Eolf.
“Pinehurst was absolutely the
ploneer in American golf. While
the game had been played in a
few places before Pinehurst was
established, it was right here on
thesex-sandhills ‘that the first
great natlonal movement in golf
was started. Men came here,
took a few golf lessons, oought
& few clubs and went awiy de-
“termined to orgamize cluvs.”
When new clubs were formed
Donald Ross was invariably en-
gaged us course architect. He
continues In that business to
this day, and is at presen' build-
ing new courses and remodeling
others. About his work as a golf
. tourse architect, Richards Vid-
mer, (ormer sports,columnist for
The New York Herald-Tribune,

in 1937, wrote:
Without Competition
“From his beginning in Bos.
ton, Mr. Ross has been called
everywhera to design, plan, con-
struct and improve golt courses.
At the start he was perhaps the
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