3y an oval caifn and entered by passages. Bu
2000 BC they were reopened for later Bronze Age cist
burlals. Middie picture—The Witch's Stone at Dornoch, mark=
ing the spot where the last witeh In Scotland was burned in
1722. Botlom picture—the Earl’s Cross on the Old Course at
Dornoch marked the boundary beétween the Cathedral lands

and those of the Earls of Sutherland,

- abo

A busy scene in the premises of John Grant and Sons, meat

exporters, Dornoch, where baby beef Is sent out to customers

all over Britain and even as far afield as Holland and Switzer-

land. With over 10 employees the firm is thg little town's
largest employer of labour.

charming fountain forms an attractive frontispiece to the
. of Dornoch Cathedral, the present main en-
stands In the pleasant lawn which separates the

and
Cathedral from busy Castle Streel

south
trance,

e BT L gl 1S

Truly worthy of a Cathedral
city—GCastle Street, Dornoch,
with the fifteenth century
Castle on lalt, the thirteanth
contury Cathedral on right;
Courthouse and ths Old Jall
farm a fitting facadps east of
the Castle, while timberad
gables grace Cathedral
Square.

® FROM PAGE FIVE

BARE two miles north-
;\ north-east of Dornoch 1s
thhe one-time Nshing station
ol Embo., which itsell dates
only from about 1820 but 1C
s0 happens that at Embo 18
the most strikingly displayed
evidence of the long inhablta-
tlon of the area.

This s a {fully excavated
neolithie burlal chamber, now
preserved as an anclient monu-
ment under the ausplces of
the Ministry of Public Build-
ing and Works. It had itsell
a long history, for after being
used as a burlal site by the
Stone Age men it was reused

a thousand wvears later [lor
Bronze Age burial.

Cairns, hut clrcles, brochs,
complete the Dplcture oL pre-

historle occupation and tell us
that this carner of the Dornoch
Firth had as much appeal to
anclent man as to his modern
BUCCASBOSE

'he brochs take us down to
the period when the Homans
wero occupying southern
Britain and the native populi-

tions In the north of Scotland
constructed these great round
“forts" ans refuges in time of

invaslon or attack.

St Finnbarr

Before the Romans left they
had made it possible for that
great apostle of the Plets, 5t

lnunch hils mission
and It was o one

Ninian. to
in Scotland

ol the greatbost a ) Ninlan's
(lisciples, 51 Finbarr, that
Dornoch owed {ts Airst Introduc-
tlon to Christlanley, or rather
e led tion nf | f (st

Church., for there Is no rellable
cvidendod that Filnbarr came 1o
Darnoch In person He dled
| nd at L. great ARe In

1 emory has been E'I-
prrTREE n the npame Tempieal,

T ial, « 1 EITUT Y . ' L - 1150

An ST Barr's Talr held at Dor-
nocll untll the present century.

Traditlon of course credlts
the Saint with a muqh closer
connection. At Cnoc Var for
example he was sald to retire
for prayer and meditation and
the ““Martyrology of Aberdeen
says that he actually dled In
“the land of Cat (Calthness
and Sutherland) among that
ficree people.”

That there was actually a
Celtie monastery at Dornoch
arems to have been established
hF the finding of traces of the
old dry-bullt cells of the monks
by workmen excavating founda-
tilong for an extenslon to the
old school.

Battle of Embo

The monks muat have got
short shrift {from the Vikings
who followed them and from
the ninth to the twelfth cen-
turies the county of Sutherland
was & Noarse colony. Early In
the thirteenth century the real
history of Dornoch begin with
the bullding of the nt?'ledral
by 8t Gllbert de Moravia,
abetted by his kinsman.
Willlam. Thane of Sutherland.

The Thane, who was also the
first Earl of Sutherland, was
the hero of one of the last con-
flicts between the native popu-
latlon and thelr * scourge.”
the Scandinavian Invaders who
had lorded It over the Province
of Cat for so long.

This was the Battle of Embn
a shadowy and seml-mythleal
event, which gave the burgh of
Dornoch the prineclpal symbol
on its enoat of arms, the horse-
shoe. I particularly llke the
verslon of the old story glven
by the writer of the Old Statls-
tieal Account.

“The town and parish of
Dornoch,” he says, ‘‘derive
thelr name from thﬂ Gaelle
words ‘Dorn’ and ‘Elch'—
‘fist’ and ‘horse’-—there belng
a tradition to this eflect.

“About the year 1250 the
Danes and Norweglans, having
made a cdescent on this coaat.
were attacked by Willlam,
Thane or Earl of Sutherland
. . « Here the Danlsh general
was slaln and hls army beaten
and forced to retire to thelr
sh’ir!n. which were not far
distant. The Earl of Suther-
land - gréatly glgnallsed him-
self upon this oecaslon. . . .

Horse’s leg

“While he singled out the
Danlsh general and gallantly
fought his way onward, the
Thane, belng by some accldent
disarmed, selzed the leg of a
horse which inty upon the
ground and with tmt dls-
patched his adversary.”
e g T e Ry

A8 Ca ¢ place of
the Horse’s Hoof, and adopted
the Horseshoe for Its coat of
Arms, The only snag about
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statesmen of the

OF OLD AND NEW

that Is that the name Dornach
or "Durnach" appearaon record
a whole century earller, when,
in 1138 the Scotsg King sent A
mandate to the Earls of Orkney
and Calthness bldding them
protect the monks of "Dur-
nach,” thelr gervants and pro-
perLy.

However, there at least
exlasts tangible evidence of the
Battle of Embo In the Ssarco-
phagus and sculptured efMgy
of Sir Richard de Moravia, lalrd
of Skelbo and brother of 5t
Gilbert, which lles Iin the
Cathedral. He was one of
those kllleg in the battle,

The Cathedral

8t Gllbert succeeded to the
bishoprie of Calthness, which
orlginally had Its see at Hal-
kirk in 1222, after the previous
bishop, Adam, had been mur-
dered i'J!.r the enraged populace
there, driven to revolt by his
excesalve taxation — " a saan
of butter for every ten cows.'

He thought It better to set
up his headquarters in a less
hostlle alrt, and moved the gee
to Dornoch, bullding the
cathedral there In the 20 years
following 1223, next dqoor to the
ancient church of B8t BAIT.
When completed It conslsted of

A nave with two transepts, a
cholr, and a masslve tower,
supported by four fine
clustered plllars and polnted

arches richly moulded.
Dornoch takes great pride in
its plous founder, who was one
of the greatest Scottish church
middle ages
and the last Scottlsh bishop Lo
be canonised. Of the Cathedral
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that he bullt the only parts
now visible in the interior are
the four great plers and Dbear-
ing arches of the tower, with
the walls and windows of the
cholir.

All the rest has elther been
destroyed in the many vicissi-
tudes of history or obscured by
the “restoration” carried out

between 1835 and 1837 by
Willlam Burn of Edinburgh for
the Countess-Duchess of
Sutherland.

Two great disasters befell the
Cathedral in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. In 1570,
when the town of Dornoch was
stormed and ?iwm to the
flames by the wild Mackays of
Strathnaver the Cathedral was
wholly burned except for the
tower in which the burghers of
the town held out for a week.

Guy Fawkes

The second calamity occurred
on the night of November B,
16056, the nlght of the " Guns-
powder, Treason and Plot.” 1In
other words, Guy Fawkes'
Night, when great storm blew
over the north arcade of the
cathedral Dave,

But It 1s now time to tell
the gtory of Dornoch Castle,
which atands on the site of
the original Blshop's Palace
attached to the cathedral, In
1667 thls Palace was glven to
the Earl of Sutherla by his
brother-in-law Blshop Robert
Stewart. It I8 clear that the
bullding was erected before
that date and may well be of
the late’ fifteenth century. It
wnr then a large and stately
bullding, with three towers
forming a courtyard which was
enclosed on the north slde by
a high wall with a gatehouso
in the north-east corner.

The present tower was at the
south-westcorner, It played a
south-west corner, It played a
1370 which I have already
mentloned, for It. alone, apart
from the tower of the
Cathedral, was able to hold out
agalnst the alege of the wild

E"Ic'rlf“"u fasc|

ere A fascinatin ink
between this sack of ngn.;;I nh
In 1670 and the Dornoch Caatle
of the present day. One of Lhe
Murrays who was defending
the castle In that week of
bloodshed was wounded in the
cheek and fled to Lewlis In the
Western Isles. He was nlck-
numﬂd-ﬂho-:nrm - the * blue
smith "—because of the colour
A remote descen-
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owner of the Castle, Mr Alan
M‘-‘;ﬁﬁl,‘.j I;I.ﬂq of Hutn evlaned lverd
in r..h{- “fall caitel” of Dornoch
for 150 years. The last mem-
ber of the iy to dwell there
was Willlam, b d Strathnaver,
::r;ri of Barl John,  the Ilaat
Sutherland Earl to be burled at
Dornoch. He stayed there until
1718. '

15 time the most fainous
DJ?%GT}& ynstitition of all-——the
golf course—was already old,
[t 1s frst mentloned in 1616
and ls the thifd oldest in the
world after S% Andrews and
reith, The O Course {s still
one of the ing8E in Britaln. It
runs along curve of the
coast behind tHe sandhills over-
lnoking the S@reat golden
beaches roun ﬂlﬂ bay.

The last witch

On the le'-"* 15 & relle of

the middle BAges, the FEarl's
Cross. A ston@ plllar with a
erforated spions=shaped top,
t bore when the Buther-

slde and the
lB88's pITILs On
. marked the

land arms on
Bishop of Calt
the other AaD

houndary beb the lands
belonging to t@thﬂdrﬂl and
the lands belonging to the
Earl. SEE

[n a garden Carnalg
Street In the g Town " of
Dornoch, close® o the Links,
with Its streel® of old-world
cottages, I8 “dark stone
bearing the dal {22 In large
figures, It M Sthe apot
where the last In Scot-
land was bur ‘whether In
1722 or In YTHE :mmi,‘gﬂw
guite cortaln. . -

She was Jarat Horn nﬁ"ﬂld

i
o
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itehes” ren-
Errancs o
Satan. The daughter, a ﬂth
wife, happened ave burned
ner hand when & chlld, which
contracted Ther fingers, an«
gave them thf" i['fﬂt'ml"(l_ look
which led to ghiMpony’ story.
At her trlal Jmet was asked
to repeat the Lird's Prayer in
E:.-uellr: and perssted In saying

Ar n-Athalr a bha alr neamh"
—"0Our Father who wart In
Heaven' instead of using the
present tense.

It was just one little word
that was wrong, But 1t sealed
Janet's fate, for 1t was regarded
as convinelng proof that she
was addressing the Devll, who
had been expelled from Heaven

for his rebelllon agalns h
Most High. § 3

‘Bonnie blaze’

According to B8ir Walter
Scott, who was writing less
than a century after the event
Janet was so "dottled” that
she was delighted to warm her
hands before the blaze pre=
pared to burn her saying " Eh,
what a bonnle blaze] And sae
mony {uilc. It's the cheerlest
sicht I've had for vears|"

Twenty - three years after
Janet had pald e supreme
penalty another blaze wns
Kindled, In the basement of
Dornoch Castle thils time, for
it was 17456 the castle had
been occupled by the Jacoblte
Enarl of Cromartle and a black-
smith's forge was needed for
making and repairlng the
gsoldlers' weapons.

Then In the first vears of the
nineteenth century a great
transformation took place, Tha
town councll of Dornoch
decided they mneeded a new
market place and wider streets,
At that time the Castle stilt
formed three sldes of a square
On the south slde were the

- present. tower, vaulted kitchens

and the Blshop's Chimney (all
of which stlll survive), Vs
But at right angles to this
was A wing, known as the
Record Room, stréetching north

across what 18 nNhow Castle
Street, A HMEF wall with a
gatehouse ran the north
?ida Entnunr wh:rl e plepnsant
ountaln now n front
of the Cathedr The whaole
Aren wWas lnmﬂiﬂ the Castle

Close and contalned a huddle
of small houses,
e council wished to elear

all this away 1o drive the
Pre;ﬂnh Castle Btreet through
t. Work began 1812 but it
Wﬁﬂ nm:; comple 'm#%hlﬂun
whe p present GBI
and Old J were %t.

In the InterveDing perlod
varlous b arrange-
D e ¢h its spi

astle . r
Atone 8 rgu I'B-rmiuﬂ'

and turned Into a Courth
and Jall, dh. L ‘m e

: W
er er e vau tu?
kitchens T'nr use 48 a school-
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ORNOCH'S WISE BLEND

house This room 1s now the
"T:f-:!-’ charming drawing room of
_hr~ Castla Hotel, The Court-
}”ﬂnl I1l"i the Castle was the
ﬂ_ Y BOUAre room in the tower
w}chww nn;a.r the bar.

; a% durln he 1%
WhEH:u some rmnns? Ir‘f it w%{r:g“ﬁ
lll]ﬂF-_ A8 a Jall that the Castle of

ornoch acquired its one and
only Fl:hn.*.thhit. Wiag that of an
ecp-stenler
1n1hr!mmu".¢| in the :Iunﬁegr{}a.‘:ﬂ
After It had ceased to be a
Jall it was the Sherifl's roesi-
Shon thay theline and 1t was
: ; (] v
ﬂr;:;l nmmnr-:mnga.hl' WP S
55 Marlon Mackenz
daughter of Sheriff Macke?xﬂg:
who wag Sheriff-Substitute of
Sutherland for over ity years
until he retired In 1912, and

who herself llved {n the castle

for seventeen years tells how

both her mother and her uncle,

the minister of Avoch, saw the

Weird face

He was described as having

ghost,

A welrd face, long grey halr, a
blue
buttons,
gr stockings,
and a Balmoral bonnet. He
WS
study when Mrs
came In from the

some honeycomb for tea.
ran out

When ghe came back the ghost
wns

coat with WO  brass
knee breeches, thick
buckled ghoes
altting In the Sherifl's
Mackenzie
arden to get
She
0o tell the famlily.
gone. Shortly afterwards
the Minlster of Avoch came to

atay but left hurrledly the next
day. They heard later that he
had wakened durilng the nlght
and had seen the ghost

ptanc-

ing by his hed. - He told it that

if It did not go away he would
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Crier. The present occupant of
the post, Mr Simon Baln, who
1lves In a charming cottage in
Carnanlg Street, just opposite
the Witches' Stone, has held
the post for over a quarter of
& century.

Academy story

A llst of the 23 known
headmasters of Dornoch was
published In the souvenlr pro-
gramme at the officlal opening
of the new Academy bulldings
by the Queen Mother on
September 256, 1963, They begin
with Wllllam Palp, who was
schoolmaster from 1585 to 1588
and reach down the centurles
to the present Rector, Mr A.
F. Raobertson, who took over
in 1850,

There was no doubt =a
Cathedral S8chool In the middle
ages. From the Gathedral the
school moved to the Town
House at the Mercat Cross In
the HIlgh Street and from
there (c. 16588) to the Castle.
There wns a ﬁrnmmer school
at least as ear A 1641 and
later an Englis School con-
ducted by a mistress who was
Dnldnﬁf- Scots per cquarter per
pupll.

vy 18456 there were three
schools, the parlsh school and
two female schools and after
the Dlsruption the Free Church
founded Its own school. In 1857
It amalgamated wlth the parlsh
school on Schoolhill. This re-
malned In use until 1913 when
the orlginal bullding of the
present Academy opened on Its
site to the weat of the burgh.
Bince the opening of the new
Acacdemy bulldings in 1963 It
remalns In use as the primary
department.

The modern Academy has a
splendld hall (seating 400) with
stage, Bclence labs, [for
chemlstry, physles and blol -
a homecraft sulte with small
flat In addition to needlework
and cookery rooms, technleal
rooms and gym. with dlrect
access to a tarmacadam play
area, music and art rooms and
Itbrary with provision for 3000
volumes.
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The Interior of Dornoch Cathedral from the nave, looking towards the chancel. The great

plers of the crossing and the windows of the choir are the original work of tha thirteenth

century. The nave was restored by Willilam Burn of Edinburgh for the Countess-Duchess of
Sutherland between 1335 and 1837,
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The clean, crisp lines of the new Dornoch Aoademy builldings, opened by H.M. the Queen
Mother In September, 1963, The former Acade my buildings are being used as the primary
department,

v ¥ Ry
e

= R e _Wr..m L T S5

%

< L ;
- . i s L
b -
L S 4 =
: i ; ! : “'* i
i " o |
& [ = LAY

-"I- ] _‘

Morning Assembly In the magnificent new hall of Dornoch Academy, planned to IIINI'. m
with a finely e quipped stage. o _
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Golf never stops at Dornoch—and certainly not for a little drop of rain. The Old Course at Dornoo hmmmn“w
) mﬁ. almost three and a h,lrl' conturles ago, and it has been a mlﬁlllﬁ of golfers ever singe. oo A
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