A bundle of newspaper clippings about two murders in Rosehall in 1909
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TRAGEDY IN SUTHERLAND-
T : OTHER PARTICULARS.

! TR ! It is understood that the murdered man was known to

| PEDLAR BRUTALLY WED" possess soft goods and other articles of the value

k g e | of from £25 to £30. He was last seen
- LABOURER ARRESTED ‘ alive on the night prior to the discovery of |
{ § it s YESTERDAY. \ his body av a shop in the district where he had pur- |
|} T 7 ! chased some provisions and also paraffin oil. The dead ¢

5 terna- | A
unting almost to cons | i ‘clock on Frida
M‘.:"})lo‘o S nry on Friday last body was discovered at eleven o'clo y

der had been | morning by & tramp who had crossed the Kyle '

/ when it beoarme known th:: zsrriu::ﬂ?:;mm“ “{gh"] from tl?e Strathoarron side. Information was at once

Suagiied tha:d ml")ir;:ngNeil Hughes, 2 “‘iddl""'ged&cl given to the local constable, who telegraphed to the police

ns?;kino:nma:nd respectable-like ‘”d.l“’ w‘: foh::,d headquarters at Dornoch. It was evident that the un- 3

“ ';’;:HB dead in his tent with "het,mden,of)f é:e tent fortunate man was murdered in his tent while sleeping.

| completely battered in, ymledt‘l:a n.wA hatchet and His head was terribly smashed. Hughes was a powerf}ll &
mext, biahited had b:en ;‘l::p:nr \l:;- Hughes was & man, about six feet in height, and he was well known in

A e st oulllt man, who eould have given Rosehall and other northern districte. His interment, o

b dny ssmilent Wity which was carried out by the authorities, took place on

GruAT excitement,
. tion, overspread the

stalwart, powerfully .b“i 2
:“good account of himself agains

| great activity in their endeavo

[ |

t leep when he )
faiir play, but evidently hgawum?oﬁ:w“;;z deceased | Monday to Achness burying-ground. : ot . &
received, tho thundering st 10 ns, and that he The camp of the deceased was pitched within eight -

to be a man of means, a =N b h A il

. k-‘1110 m;:ul o considerable sum in his t;:: yards of the public road at the side of a thic i
'm;n’ nis rounds, and it is understeod 'tba;.on Ad plantation which extends for several miles. Hughes |
;’m‘m?’ he had a substantial ?'mw“t.b‘:& tl::l tent, had been in the habit of frequently staying at this parti- L
mothing was. Joutia. ol T :;n:a;n;:: incentive to the cular spot. He lived there for the last thx:ee weeks, and | |
s 5 1:0 Efr:ff’:,:: no doubt left but such was prior to that time he had been encamped since the New = &
1 ‘:ri::; mC’hief-Constable Glisholm,t Doroneoch, ﬂ.!;:s:“:‘: Year at Strathkyle. ?
ik i i once m&ni G 2
| samistante of tho caunty DECE M o trace tho. per ANOTHER ACCOUNT OF THE CRIME. [

d police in GREAT excitement prevailed in the remote inland
MAeaivieé: HE s“bhﬁm yr";*e\‘dﬂ!“ village of Rosehall, Sutherland, when rumour spread
s murde:::‘nx George Cadger, | abroad on Friday forenoon that a murder had been
of @ number of agri- | eommitted in the neighbourhood. The body of a
well-known pedlar named Neil Hughes was discovere.d -
near Invernauld Pier, about a mile away, with hlSLt;
heed battered in, while his donkey was found near
his tent not far off. Hughes was a tall, well-built jt
man of respectable mppearance, and was understood {,

petrator. !

The indefatigable
trecking the Invern:
in the arrest of a young man A

dson of George Cadger, one o e n

i z:&m; from  Aberdeenshire and elsewhseom :v};:; |

settled on Rosehall estate as fe\;oaxsveay.:gu:o Do:noch“!

. The young man was con : 1

’y:::r;s;, and after emitting & declaration was m-,‘
moved to Tuvernees prison.

'

P PP —— te be worth means, which it is said he always carried \d

\ e THE LATEST DETAILS. % | about with him. Chief-Constable Chisholm, Dornoch, id
be o 3 i
marsEpAY forenoon George Cadger, a labourer, 25 |

and Mr Peters, the proourator-fiscal of Sutherlanfl, int
proceeded to the district, and were indefatigable in nd

1 de Yourn of age, was arrested by the police authorities |

in connection with the alleged murder of Neil Hughes, |

» pedlar. Ever since the murder booame known Chief | their efforts to obtain a clue. &
Constable Chisholm and his staff have been unre- WHILE ASLEEP. ‘ot
itting in their end rs to solve the mystery, and ] MPRDERER L : 'iﬂ

every possible clue was at once followed up. As a |
vesult of inquiries the police yesterday morning pro- a'
eeeded to the townehip of Altos, which is about nine W
© wiles distant from Invershin station. Oadger waa )
apprehended by Bergeant Polson, Golspie, and Con- &
stable Will, Bonar. Chief Constable Chisholm was |1
@alko present. Oadger, who hae been employed in work- ,’;
ing a oroft for his grandfather, was arrested while ]
working in his shirt sleeves on the top of a etack of 3
corn.  He had a hay fork in his hand, and whong
the police officers oame forward he showed not the
slightest resistance. He appeared to be taken by sur-
prive. He was at once hendouffed, and therea‘(ter;;
driven to Inverehin station, from whence he was con- m
veyed by the mail train to Dornoch. Cadger was as!
brought before Sheriff Mackonzie in the County
Buildings, and emitted a declaration upon the alleged 4
©harge. The proceedings were formal, and only lasted :n
@ few minutes. There were present—Mr Peters, pro- gu
curator-fiscal; Mr Arthur, solicitor, who appeared for
the accused; Mr MoCrone, sheriff clerk; and Chief ®4
Consteble Chisholm.  After his declaration, the 'l
accused was oonveyed to the polico office, whers he do
remeined for a short period until his departure for me
Tuverness. A large crowd gathered to wateh the trane- ad
ference of the acousod to the police office, and aleo ix'
kis leaving by train, but there was no demonstration. sw
Ib appears that Cadger, who is described as # 1§
labourer, was brought up by his grandfather. His e
mother is understood to be resident in America. It mo
is said that the young man was for a short time in )
the army.

ARRIVAL OF ACCUSED AT INVERNESS.

A large orowd seseembled at Inverness station last 94
night to witness the arrival of Cadger by the 9.30 *®
pam. train from the north. The news of the arvest O%
besame known late in the-afternoon, and it was con- [*
sidered probable that the accused man would be ==
brought to Inverness by the evening train. Thie sur- | —
mise proved to be correct. When the train steamed
into the station, @ rush was at onae made to the
north platform, and the police had no slight task in
keeping back the crowd. Cadger, who iz a slim, hut
powerfully built young man, emerged from a reserved
eompartment under the charge of Chief Constable
Chisholm and Sergeant Polson, Golspie, to the latter
of whom the accused was handeuffed. The crowd at

. onee surged mround the party, and as they proceeded
along the platform there wae some slight booing.
COadger looked anxiouely around, but he was quickly
gob through the crowd of people lined up on either
side, and he was at onoe driven away to the prison in
& oab. Chief Constable Macnaughton of the burgh
police was precent on the platform, and superintended
the arrangements for the transference of tue accused
to the prison. Oadger, who was well-dressed, is a
derk-featured young man, and is about five feet nine

The body of the murdered man was buried on Mon-
day foremoon. While holding a pedlar’s certificate, -
the deceased was far above the ordinary type of {~
dealer in small waree, not only in appearance, but in 5
intelligence. He was only forty-five years of age, tall, ¥

handsome, end careful of his personal appearance. He L y

Y

studiously avoided communion of any sort with the
vagrant and tinker classes, and so respected was he
by fermers and erofters that he was never refused E
oamping ground, and was never turned off till he !
eared to go. On the present oocasion he was three
weeks encamped on Mr Sharpe’s farm at Invernauld,
his tent being within a quarter of a mile of the farm P
house. He called at a shop at Altos on Thursday
night and purchased peraffin, and was apparently not °€
seen again till his dead body, with the head battered ard
out of recognition, was found next day. It is stated deg
that the unfortunate men had been murdered while ™
asleep, and it seems to be equally clear that the mur- | V
derer effected kis dreadful crime from the outside of O
the tent, possibly by means of a long-handled heavy ™
weapon, such as a hammer or axe—a circumstance 38
which, in the opinion of some, is suggestive of famili-
arity with the internal arrangements of the poor man’s
tent, and particularly of the precise position in which
he lay in bed. Hughes was known to have been
possessed some time ago of £40 in bank notes and a
deposjt receipt.

Dr AMacrae, Bonar, and Dr Mowat, Lairg, made an
autopsy of the body, and found that death was due
to injuries inflicted on the head. The police have
taken possession of an axe having blood on the shaft,
and got in & house where tramps lodge. They also
picked up two hammers near the scene ¢f the murder.

It may be mentioned that the locality iy somewhat
remote and lonely though only about’ elever miles
inland north-west of Bonar-Bridge, and about . fthe

st

same distance south-west of Lairg. About half-a-mile
up the steep hillside there are several fairly populous
crofting townships. Roschall proper is about a mile
westward.


andrewsenior
Cross-Out
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BRUTAL MURDER IN
SUTHRERGAND.

ch i

PEDLAR'S BODY FOUND WITH |
.12 BRAINS BATTERED IN AT l
|

\

ROSEHALL.
LRREST ON TUESDAY.

The dead body of Neil Hughes, a8 man
who travelled over the Northern Counties
venduring cloth and small wares, was found
on Friday, near the roadside, about a mile
from the village of Rosehall, in the parish
of Creich. The head of the deceased had
been terribly bxttered witn a blunt instru-
ment, showing almost conclusively that a |
murder had been committed. !

Hughes, who was a tall, strong map, |
gravelled over the county in a donkey con- |
—eyance, and camped out 8t the roadside
during the night. He made Inverness his
headquarters, and he is known to a number
of people in the town, It is suspected that
robbery was the motive of the crime. The
man was reputed to be in the habit of earry-
ing his mouey about with him. It is sur-
mised by the plice, from facts ascertained, |
that he had a considerable sum in his
tent. The moneyss now missing. Hughes |
must have been attacked during the night,
probably when he was asleep. Otherwise, |
being of powerful build, he was able to take ‘
care of himself in an encounter. The road
at the pier, where the crime was committed,
is quiet and lonely, and little frequented by
travellers. The first indication that some-
thing was amiss was the finding of the
donkey, which was wandering along the
road on Fridsy forenoon. Curiesity was
aroused, as Hughes was known to be steady
and methodical in his business. Another
travelling kawker who was camped a short
distance from Hughes went to see him and
getting no answer to repeated calls, opened
the tent and found (lughes lying with his
head battered in,

An examination of the tent brought the
facts to light, and the eircumstances were
those of a foul crime. 1t was believed that
the head of the sleeping man had been bat-
tered from outside the tent, as blood was
scattered on the canvas and the ground.
“The deceased was about fifty years of age.

Chief-Constable Chisholm hurried from
Dornoch to the scene of the tragedy on
Friday, and he and his police staff have been
puwhing enquiries in all directions. The
police of the neighbouring counties were ap-
prised of the ease by telegraph, and strict
watch is being kept by them for any fugutive.
The Chief Constable has been tracing pos-

gible clues in the district, and doing every
shing possible to clear up the mystery. Two
men were arrested on Saturday ata place
2 considerable distanece from the soene, but,
having given a satisfactory account of them- !
selves, they were liberated.

| ao

A LATER ACCOUNT. |

Mr Peters, the procurator-fiscal, Dornoeb, |
and Chief-Constable Chisholm and several
constables are in the district, and are
indefatigable in their efforts to obtain a
clue. The body of the murdered man was
buried on Monday forenoon amidst every
jndication of profound sympathy from the
inhabitants of the sparsely-populated district
where he was 8o well known and respected.
| While holdisg a pedlar’s certificate the
| decensed was far above the erdinary type of

dealer in small wares, not only in appearance

but also in intelligence. He was not sy
| old man, as was reported in several,
newspapers. He was only 45, tall, hand-
some, and careful of his personal ap-
pearance.

He studiously avoided communion of any
gort with the vagrant and tinker classes.
So respected was he by farmers and
grofters that he was never refused camping
| ground and was never turned off till he

gared to go.

On the present occasion he was three
weeks encamped on Mr Sharpe’s farm at
Invernauld, his tent being within a quarter
of a mile of the farm-house. He called at a
shop at Altass on Thursday night. and
purchased paraffine, and was apparently net
| deen again till his dead body, with the head
battered out of recegnition, was found next
day.

’It is stated that there is no longer any
 doubt that the unfortunate man was mur-
- dered while fast asleep, and it seems to be
equally clear that the murderer effected his
dreadful crime from the outside of the temt,
possibly by means of a long-handled heavy
weapon, such a8 a hammer or axe, a circum-
| stance which, in the opinion of some, is
. suggestive of familiarity with the internal
. arrangements of the poor man’s tent, and
| particularly of the precise position in which
¢ he lay in bed.

He Hughes was known to have besn possessed
¢4

! of £40 in baok notes and a deposit receipt
. some little time ago.
' A report isin circulation that Hughes, who
' eame to Sutherland a number of years age,
! was ence a prosperous merchant. and that,
for a time, he lived in Stornoway, where his
wife (a minister’s daughter) died, since when |
be took to wandering about the country,
always in his donkey-cart.

There seems to be no reason to doubt that
« Yobbery was the motive of the crime.
Dr Maerae, Bonar, and Dr Mowat, Lairg,
body, and found |

m o @ ==

¥ yoade an autopsy of the
4 that death was due to injuries inflicted on
t
2 the head, : |
The efforts of Chief Constable Chisholm,
® and his staff unremitting, and by their
movements, and the circumstances of the
case, local opinion has it that the murderer
“must have a local connection.

U0 ARREST OF GEORGE CADGER ON

SUSPICION.
The indefatigable efforts of the Suther-
[Hiland police in tracking the Invernauld
murderer resulted on Thusday in the arrest
of a young man named George Cadger,
grandson of George Cadger, one of a
number of agriculturists from Aberdeenshire

and elsewhere who settled on Rosehall estate

2g fewars roout 30 or 40 years age. ‘lhe
young man was conveyed to Dornoch on
Tuesday, and after emitting a declaration
was removed to Inverness prison.

THE DETATLS,

On Tuelxy forenoon George Cadger, a
labourer, 25 years of age, was arrested oy
i the police authorities in connection with the
|al'eged murder of Neil Hughes, a pedlar. |
Erver since the murder became kaown Chief
Censtable Chisholm and his staff have been
unremitting in their endeavours to solve the
mystery, and every possible clue was at
once followed up. As a result of inquiries
the police on Tuesday morning proceeded to
thejtownship of Altas, which is about nine
miles distance from Inversh’'n station.
Cadger was apprehended by Sergeant
Polson, Golspie, and Constable Will, Borar.
| Chief Constable Chishelm was also present.

Cadger, who has been employed in working

a croft for his grandfather, was arrested
~while working in his shirt sleeves on the top
| of a stack of corn. He had a hay fork in
 bis hand, and when the police officers came
| forward he showed not the slightest resist-
{ance. He appeared to be taken by surprise.
{ He was at once handcuffed, and thereafter
i driven to Invershin station, from whence he
| was conveyed by the mail train to Dornoch.
| Cadger was brought before Sheriff Mackenzie
{in the County Buildings, and emitted a
| declaration upon the alleged charge. The
| proceedings were formal, and only lasted a
| few minutes. There were present—Mr
| Peters, procurator-fiscal ; Mr Arthur, sol-
|icitor, who appeared for the accused ; Mr
M:Crone, sheriff clark ; and Chief Constable
Chisholm. After his declaration, the accused
was conveyed to the police office, where he
remained for a short period until his departure
for Inverness, A large crowd gathered to
watch the transference of the accused to the
police office, and also his leaving by train,
but there was no demonstration. It appears |-
that Cadger, who is described as a labourer,
was brought up by his grandfather. His
mother is understood to be resident in
America. It is s3id that the young man was
for a short time in the army. He is pres-
ently in the Lovat Scouts.

A peculiar circumstance in connection with
the arrest of Cadger is the faet that he both
assisted in the digging of the grave for
the murdered man and in the filling in of the
same after the funeral, |

ANOTHER SENSATION AT 1
ROSEHALL. i
CHILD’S BODY FOUND. ‘
While Mr Sharpe’s gardener at Inverauld ‘
was working in a planting not far from the |
house on Monday, he came upon a brown |
| paper parcel, containing some substance, and
| knowing that the police officers were in the
district, he sent a boy te acquaint them of
the fact, probably thinking the parcel had
some ¢onnection with the pedlar’s murder.
Sergeant Pelson, Golspie, accompanied by Mr
!J. M. Rose, County Sanitary Inspector.
! were near at hand, and they immediately
went to the place and found, after
examination, that the parcel contained the
body of a newly born female infant badly
decomposed. The Fiscal and Chief Con-
stable were summoned, and the ehild was
afterwards buried, but not at the same time |
as the pedlar, as is stated. There is no
information as to how the child eame to be
left where it was found, but the sensations
coming so close on eaeh other have npset the
whole district. '

-
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OLD PEDLAR HUGHES DONE TO
DEATH™

WHILE SLEEPING IN TENT NEAR
SUTHERLAND HAMLET.

EX-SOLDIER ARRESTED ON SUSPICION.

: momnmmmsoMOanmemv
anell Hughes, a packman, who was well| mutdeﬁc;. mmm Hughe& fof “e{ybodger in

own to the inhabitants of every hamlef in |the - riendly ms
Sutherland and Ross, has been found deSi in M”‘“ gh' distance “p'm‘“ﬂ’ Cadger's

his tent about :h, xmge f.]rlox;xd Ilivetshm in the tho“x‘x hﬂft n: :gl:. i !mne 3 h"
av sof
'gntbered that his bta’fns :vm romdmg * Prisoner’s Antecedents.

he hawker was a man of 68 years, and of Though only 25, and belonging to a Igwet
a qmt and inoffensive disposition. He had | but not 'a very remote cormer of the 1{1;
been encamped near Invershin for about a| lwds—lus home is within eight miles of
fortnight, and various surmises were | vershin ' Railway St.ntmn—young Cadger ha
when he did not put in an appearance at the [some experience of the world. In 1901 he
D ava of i inhabitants thought that ho B e nden h?mgeu" e

everal o e abitants thought that ort) ig! TS,
must have taken ill, and morgmgly they | serted, and was tracked to xland lPPW' The Weekly Scotsman 20/03/1909
made_ their way to the tent. Their horror | hended, ‘and taken w Dorn W) ere was
may be imagined when they discovered that delivered up to an 3@9
'the old pedlar had been brutally murdered. |he left the army. Ho is a slightly | bmlt Iel-
It was common talk in the counties that low of average bexg 6, goog
’thﬁhs carried a good deal of money about| with fairly open countenance.

o et oy o 3 g s D

notes and a deposit receipt, and there is |
little doubt that that rumour l:vn responsible Drtam Touls to-Daom ot Pofmug
th. The flooring of the tent had Murderer.

‘been violentl 1l , and there The murder of Neil Hughes recalls an
that the par{ o g .dl:-tu —— atrocious crime trated in Sutherland-
Done to n“m While Asloep. shire in. 1830. n the spring of that year

: dered and

1t is stated that the unforbunabe an I haurdo] Gyany & M“’ sy
urdered while B robbed in the parish of Assynt, On the 19th
,b.; 4 b tm p, and. it eeems to of March, Grant attended a wedding in a

u: clear urd, effected
lus?re&ul crime irq:‘n}uthl: outeide of the | humlet of that parish, and for some hime

was neither seen nor heard of.

m’v—;m n’bzmxfe:snz °hf,m‘mml°“§;)’:',‘g,l‘i After a la.pn 'of Abdut four weeks s p;rt

circumstance which in the opinion of some is |* 4

suggestive of familiarity with the internal | Wa%eT @

urmngemlent:‘ otfho the poor man’s tent, and |N8¢ ‘ +

e lay in / recise. position . {4 whidh on the head, and the pockets haying been
A report is in_circulation th&t Hugles, | ¥ _inside_out, mdutmsn thnt the man

‘who came to § “} ‘had core by his end by foul m

years ago, was Once a ptosperoua merchant, | A young man of na.me af Hugh M Isod

and that for a time he lived in Stornoway, | ook a the Sheriff

where his wife (a minister’s daughter) died, [in his mvuhgatxon of the crime.  The

since when he took to wandering about the iff, happening to be in the local Post

country always in his donkey-cart. Office, the oatmuter mentioned incidentally

Ex-Soldier Arrested on Suspicion. g,,thm'fm'{”“ BIiar ﬂw,'ﬂ“der b %:ntff s‘he“;;;i
Snbuqmtly the pol;oe arrested Geox;ﬁ | aski M‘Lgod how he came to

cadger, un,, grendson of and living with | of 5o Jarge a note, the latter deniod Tho fact.

er, Altass, in ing 0o evidence to connect M‘Leod

vuth e murd The young man was found | 'ﬁm crime, 5 me, he was on th:opomt of bemg
at home by tl e officers, and was conveyed | Jiberated, when a iulor of the name of Ken-
, where he arrived at 2 p.m. Tt ineth Fraser came forward and stated that

na{n ﬁcant that both the Fiscal and Chief nttwuhrl of the murder were revealed to
ble left the Rosehall district and jour- ﬁm dream. He said that' he saw
neyed to Dornoch along with the ace: “udé ‘Laod' 1!0“'9 o d,”,:‘ and that a voice

where the latter was brought before Sheri @
Mackenzie. He was represented by an agent, &Pm . e}:mﬂ;:.?d | “’k,,}'ﬂ,“;,,f;:,

d in i sent to rness
'!l’r:-uo:'but J{ﬁ&‘?ﬁt‘ | as J:wlm ccom mtghd%'h houo in ques-
too at the examination. . i’& 4 to the 5 ;’:‘a’f’“
. The affair caused a‘(% ] ertaine w e murder ar.
& capital of Suth . an fterw id ion
tg zh m‘ixﬂ-\ office is within. ;. ! 4d s
°f°&' B riage, jon ngprxes'.f‘ Tiver.

e prisoner
'h far as
b?rw m‘:eultr:'eb an ﬂ?&m bemg He Wﬂm. i wm “and wqdﬁ?n:z

u"' well known that Cadgerf/knew the hunged on the Longrien, ¢ fveraces,
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~THE SUTHERLAND MURDER. ' THE SUTHERLANDSHIRE i

: s — S _ MURDER.
WAS CADGER AT ALLANFEARN? i S R
adger i1l remai 1 1501 | the [BSTERDAY morning Ge: Cadger, who was last -
(J. o Stlu y aine 1.]1 p!' 1, .a'nd- ' kanrre::ed or:l:uspici::ggin connection with the
police still refuse to disclose their hand. tder of a pedlar in Sutherlandshire, was romorod
; R . n ison to Dornoch, und
Nothing new has franspired that would Bl e b e b dom
3 . 3 ' ith by the 540 a.m. train, and his departure was
tend to bring the guilt home to the accused [uby the B P“‘?‘?; D‘;;ng pegi |
as far as any official statement goes. Yet, ;"g{_';s bef;;?mi’;m: h‘;‘;ﬂ'::n"o; i w;hef';i“dmg: ;
in the Rosehall district, the main facts on | was sttormards commitied for il i ot )
2 } citor, Dornoch, appea: or acoused. -
which the police are supposed to rely for mtly Cadger was conveyed to Inverness by the
. . 5 ]. ming train. In order to avoid any possibility of
the conviction of the accused are openly lemonstration at Tnvorness station, hio was removed

m the train at Clachnaharry station, where a cab
i s waiting, and he was at once driven away to the

discussed and accepted.

¢ i 1 i . His arrival at Olachnaharry tically

Of these, the greatest importance is given e e R L

i ” -stai the platform. Cadger looks in good health,

to the alleged ’dlscovery' of a blood-stained Bl dromn. e kv i g i
axe in accused’s possession, the axe, 11'% is Bid; whe wex * handeufted®io. Bevveart aion,

1 E ie. It is understood that Cad; ill be tri
said, had begn ca.rgful_ly washed °1°“}" U ?exﬁn nocth, Cleentt Oorit to. boMhaId. st eithat
| 'with the want of caution which the ‘cutest [ e o

~criminals so often display. The head was.

not separated from the shaft in the process, Newspaper unknown31/03/09
- with the result that the water carried the
blood into the crevices between the metal
- and the wood. On the handle being with-
drawn the tell-tale stains were discovered
~and on analysis were proved to be human
- blood. The excuse that the axe was used
for splitting open sheeps’ heads thus fell
through. .
~ Cadger’s behaviour, both prior and sub-
sequent to the murdefr,vnov%) look gravely
- suspicious to those who should know him
best. The day preceding the crime it is
stated Cadger was engaged to exercise
some horses. These he took by a circuitous
and unusual route past the pedlar’s tent,
that he might reconnoitre hefore hand, it
is supposed, the scene of the tragedy.
After the deed he joined in the genéral
talk, and, in company with many others,
- proceeded out the road to view the spot
where the dark scene was tramsacted. On
- coming abreast of the tent, however, while
the others left the road and went down to
the pedlar’s camp, Cadger remained on
the highway till they returned, evincing
none of the curiosity which took possession
of everyone else. - / GEehy
In his possession also, it is said, there
were found certain of the pedlar's goods,
and a sum of money for which he could not
properly account. First hé denied he ever
knew the pedlar, and later said he bought
the goods from him. These he paid for,
as according to his story he had no money,
with a hare which he shot. He is known
in the district as a rough blade, yet the
grim fact that he oooly!':grged‘ to dig the
grave of the murdered man argues a
callousness of which he was thoughtincap-
able. A sum of money was found in his
possession which, though by no means
large ~ considerably more than he
received for the execution of his gruesome
task. For the surplus cash it is said no
Probable explanation was forthcoming.
There is a general ~impression that
Cadger is the~ ‘same man as a Cadger
Stevenson who was some time ago in service
So mear Inverness as Allanfearn—Cad
‘being' his mother’s name. While there he
displayed on niore than one accasion his
wild and unruly nature. One evening he
was creating so violent a disturbance that
the master was besought . to come and
enforce order. ~ On his approaching
Stevenson, however, he was so menaced
the latter tHith he deemed it more discreet
to beat a at. The suggestive part of .
the story is—that Stevenson threatened to
tbréak open the farmer’s skull with an
axe if he did mnot at once take himself
off. If it twrns out that Stevenson is the
Rosehall murderer ' this incident curiously
enough  would serve to - illustrate the

The Northern Times 01/04/1909

‘patural bent of his mind,

The Highland News 17/04/1909

The People’s Journal 27/03/1909
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e Ina loncly spot on tbe Sntherlandah:n coast, Neil Hughes, a_ well-k.nown

~ and respeeted pedlar, was found in his tent brutally done to death. Robbery is
up{:ed to have been tl\e motiva. The cairn indicates the spot where the murder
took place. g
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Newspaper unknown 27/03/1909
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icion of having murdered a in the
&oaelml! district of Suther re has been
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mmm*:!o:nnce o tem Inverness, was visited by
| Cadger shortly niter his liberation, and he met |
8 friends in In:\armu, who expr ‘t;%x:
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THE SOENE OF THE MURDER. ‘
T;he beautiful Highland glen in which the
'tra,zedy occurred is the last place one would ;
‘associate thh cnfne. The Dornoch Fn-t,h |

at its upper reaches is called the Kyle, a
. narrow tidal water which runs inland for
eight tmlee, and looks like a river. High
hills rise on erther'slde, and are well wooded.
| There on the green slgpes, are situated croft-

lgli road from Inver-
ts the banks of the

cm !harks the site of the
dy. tnt is_a lonely one. Few
hxghway in dayllgxht, and
solitude at mg?@t. Altass
1s srhnted on the hillside about a mile dis-
and the mﬁervemng slopo is thickly
»wooded,thh fir. narrow twisting roads -
run down from el r end o£ the t.ownshlp'
to tbe TLochinver road.
LTES evxdent tha.t ‘the murder was cleverlv
plyzmed there can be no doubt that the
mdmdual who ooinmittpd the crime was well
acqmmted with the (fedlars habits. Hughes
‘was known in the istriot_as the * donkey
man ”  He sold watches, jewellery, cutlery,
drapery from his tmvelhng shop. He
ped outside winber and summer, and: for
some weeks wt;;la ﬁ;&hg ‘below Altass. ﬂgls
depa,rtnte was v wintry wea |
A tbs,w on Wednesd‘ghv, 17th March. On
E made preparations for de-
mrture, and bong‘h; several articles at a
ahqmon tbelmght he»wa-s mmdered ke
hes about 5 feet 10 méheg in
hmght He had, the fﬁmﬂmr and good- |
n.matumd manners of his class, and while
mostly industrious, be had ooaasmnal bouts |
of ny drinking. He was reputed to be
w'ea.lbhv. 4 His money is said to bhave been
| carried in a bag snspended from his neck
‘hy a cord. Sbmehmm, es‘pemallv when tipsy,
hb dxsplaved rolls of notes. At other times
‘he was very secretive. When his bodv was
searched after he was found lying with his
head battered in in his tent no bag or money |
was discoversd. There were marks of three |
blows made by a hammer ‘or axe. The police |
took posséesx N ¢ f ha axe belongmg 1ok

Cadger’s ndf hat on two occasions.
Vof “lwte ugg?v;‘ &:ﬁs Muﬁf '8 ml&sib‘
| a search was made in dmm; ress in the
| Kvle at the sita of tha murder, but nothing
wa;e found in the muddv bottom of the tidal -
. water. )

Befone ’bhae murdqr the ' digbrict was in the
throes of a seusation recrarding the suspicious
| movements of some individnal. who followed

people on the *lrughwa,v at might. Women and
children still show reluctance to go out aftecrr
dur'k zfmm any of the fownahxps in the glen |




Newspaper articles related to the body of an infant found in the grounds of Invernauld House, Rosehall 1909.

/ ' GRUESOME DISCOVERY.
.ANOTHER SUTHERLANDSHIRE
SENSATION.

On Monday a startling discovery was
made within the policies of Invernauld
House. It appears that a man, while
searching for a watch lost by Mr Graham,
estate manager, while pruning, came
upon the dead body of an infant wrapped
in a brown paper parcel. The body appears
to have been exposed for at least three
months before it was discovered, judging
by the advanced state of decomposition.
The authorities are busily engaged in the

{ ANOTHER SENSATION.
On Monday afternoon another sensation
1 Was caused throughout the country side when

it became known that the body of a child,
.apparently dead some time, was discovered
’ near Invernauld House.

It was wrapped in brown paper and had
been buried for three months.

The North Star 25/03/1909

investigation of the crime, but as yet no
light has been thrown on the mystery. The |
body of the infant was on Monday interred |
in Achness Churchyard, side by side with |
that of the victim of the recent brutal !

e g " ANOTHER SENSATION AT |
ROSEHALL. !
The Highland News 27/03/1909 !

CHILD’S BODY FOUND. '

While Mr Sharpe’s gardener at Inverauld
was working in a planting not far from the |
house on Monday, he came upon a brown |
paper parcel, containing some substance, and
knowing that the police officers were in the
district, he sent a boy te acquaint them of
the fact, probably thinking the parcel had
some gonnection with the pedlar’s murder.

ANOTHER BODY FOUND.

Ox Monday another sensation was caused through-
ocat the eountry by the intelligence that the body of
a child, which apparently had been dead for some
time, was discovered within the policies of Inver-
nauld House. This discovery was somewhat singular.
Mr Graham, estate manager, lost a watch whilst

pruning, and a man searching for it below a bush Sergeant Pelson, Golspie, accompanied by Mr
eame ecross a browun paper parcel, which on being

J. M. Rose, County Sanitary Inspecter,
opened contained the decomposing body of an infant, d t immediatel
which it is thought must have ieen exposed for at were near at h“:d’ o dh 4 £ d ftz |
least three months before its discovery. No light went to the place an ound, afte
‘“,i,hﬂs {)‘g& beeffl tlﬁro‘m o thisf A4 mystery. examination, that the parcel contained the !

e y of the female infant diseovered in a s %
rhododendron bush at Invernauld was on Monday in- body of a new!y bon" female mf"_m badly |
interred along with that of the murdered man in decomposed. The Fiscal and Chief Con-
ey i ';ld;hby ?}dﬁtlfh Achness %hurchyard, Rosehall, stable were summoned, and the ehild was |

g i R T afterwards buried, but not at the same time

as the pedlar, as is stated. There is no
information as to how the child eame to be [}
| left where it was found, but the gensations |b

NT 24/03/1909

T | coming 80 close on eaeh other have npset the [:

THE ROSEHALL CHILD CASE.

The authorities have been able to get:
sufficient evidence in this case to justify
suspicion being directed to a person not
yet in custody. The postmortem ex-
amination of the child’s body revealed the-
fact that it had breathed, and conse-
quently was alive when born. As in the-
other case, commendable secrecy has beem :
observed by the police, and no informatiom:
of a satisfactory or conclusive descriptiom::
can be ascertained.

To show that there is still considerable-
activity within police circles in connectiom
with the mysteries at Rosehall, Chief-
Constable Chisholm again visited that
district on Tuesday. He was there for-
some time, it is presumed, in connectiom
with the recent events.

- -

NT 08/04/1909

THE CHILD MYSTERY.

There is vévery reason to believe thai
the police have obtained important clues,

which it is believed will 1

to the dis-

covery of the mother of the child found at
Rosehall. These are likely tobe followed
up at once, and developements may ensue

‘in a short time.

! RN

NT 01/04/1909

i, whole district. 5

s p— Y

NT 25/03/1909

THE ROSEHALL D CASE.

THE ACCUSED BEFORE THE SHERIFF.

Sheriff Mackenzie, on Tuesday had
before him Mina Ross, Altas, charged
with concealment of pregnancy of the
child which was found, while the police
authorities were scouring the district of”
Rosehall in search of evidence in connec~
tion with the murder of Hughes the pedlar..
It is stated that -although the child lived
after birth, there is evidence to show
that it died a natural death.

The accused pleaded not guilty to the
charge. and was represented by Mr J.
Hay Arthur, solicitor, Dornoch.  After
several questions had been put to her, the
Sheriff committed her for trial, and fixed
bail at £5.

Accused was conveyed to the police:
station, where she remained over night so
that her friends might be communicated:
with to furnish bail on her behalf.

. <2
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