S.S.Sterlina wrecked on
Gizzen Briggs 4™ December 1910
By Douglas Gordon

Plaque on Carnegie Hall Portmahomack on left of main door

| came across the fatal accident inquiry of the S S Sterlina when doing
family history research in Inverness Library newspaper records. This
got me started on recording all | could find out about the Sterlina.

When | was doing research into this boat, it mentions the boat had
come from Creich which | found out is the Parish of Creich and the boat
loaded up with wood at Bonar Bridge on opposite side of river from
Bonar Bridge where there was a harbour and sawmill. The logs were
floated down the river to Bonar Bridge.



| met Bunty Gordon (no relation) of Bonar Bridge historical society who
was a great help to me and showed me photos of sailing boats tied up
at Bonar Bridge harbour in front of bridge. This photo was taken 1812 —
1893 with schooner.

Richard MacRae Captain of S.S. Sterlina
showing him years later, on NAAFI boat the
Lilly taking naval supplies to ships in the
Cromarty Firth.

His granddaughter lives in Tain, she sent
me this photo of her grandfather.




The following information | got from Jim Fallon who did research for
me in Portmahomack Harbour trust records.



East House,
Portmahomack.
Friday 17 February 2006

Douglas,
S.S. “Sterlina’

Further to our discussion and the newpaper report you gave me, [’ve had a look at my
transcription of the Harbour Books for the period.

The S.S. “Sterlina’ docked at Portmahomack harbour on only four occasions, all in
1910. (It gives one a rather chilly feeling to realise that the following details were the
run of the mill working life for the crew — little did they know that the shipwreck
tragedy lay only a few months away.)

12 May 1910 S.S. “Sterlina’ Reg. Invergordon. Arrived from Invergordon.
34 tons. Harbour charge 8/6
IN 2Ztons L. CAKE 1/4 charged to Cran
10 cwts MANURE 6d charged to Denoon
2 cwts MANURE 2d. charged to Bremner & Rose
44tons 18cwts MANURE charged to Cran & Co
Total dues £2-5-0
OUT 63 tons POTATOES in bags
(43 tons — Geanies, 8 tons - Brucefield,
12 tons — Arboil)
Total dues £1-1-0
Total paid £3-14-6
Vessel left for Invergordon

8 June 1910 S.S. “Sterlina® Reg. Invergordon. Arrived from Invergordon.
34 tons Harbour charge 8/6
IN 67 12tons COAL £1-2-6 charged to Bremner & Rose
OUT 150 Qrs. BARLEY (Hilton) 18/9 charged to Brooks
Total paid £2-9-9
Vessel left for Cromarty.

12 June 1910 S.S. “Sterlina’ Reg. Invergordon. Arrived from Wick.
34 tons Harbour charge 8/6
IN Light
OUT 80Qrs. OATS 10/- charged to Brooks
Total paid 18/6
No destination was shown for the vessel.

3 September 1910 S.S. *Sterlina’ Reg. Invergordon Arrived from Aberdeen
34 tons Harbour charge 8/6
IN 73tons 9cwts OIL CAKE £2-9-0 charged to Rockfield
OUT Light
Vessel left for Invergordon.
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The broader picture.

I’ve siudied in detail the 2 Portmahomack Harbour Books which cover the period
1878-1953. There would have been earlier records, but they don’t seem to have
survived. Like many important sources, e.g. Domesday Book, the Harbour Books
were financial records — in this case indicating the fees paid for the vessel and for the
incoming and outgoing cargoes. Though Portmahomack owed its existence very
largely to the fishing industry, these harbour books do not show the fishing activity
after about 1890. The really substantial fishing catches were then being taken to
bigger ports like Fraserburgh and Peterhead, and whatever smaller-scale fishing
continued thereafter was not recorded in these books. The Harbour Books were
ledgers written up by the harbour master of the time. Andrew Ross was in post from
1861, but by 1881 he had been succeeded by Charles Clanchy who remained until
1895. For the years 1896 and 1897 Kenneth Mackenzie was Harbour Master, and
then 2 long serving men took over — Hugh Thompson 1898 to 1927 and John Fraser
1927-48. Duncan Macniven was the last from 1948-50. They all lived in Harbour
House during their employment in the post.

The story of the S.S. ‘Sterlina’ in its visits to Portmahomack and its later wreck give
an interesting view of the broader picture. The S.S. *Sterlina’ was a relatively small
vessel —only 34 tons, She had been built in 1871, and was operating in 1910 from
Invergordon. Smaller ships coming to or from Portmahomack usually berthed at
Invergordon, though this was not necessarily the initial starting point nor the final
destination for the vessel or the cargo. Harbour dues for ships were charged at 3d. a
ton, and this rate never changed in the 75 years covered by the books (no inflation in
those days 7). There was also a table of charges for the different goods carried in the
hold, e.g. cake for animal feed was 8d. a ton, manure 1/- a ton, potatoes 4d. a ton, coal
4d. a ton, barley and oats a penny halfpenny per quarter.

Though there had been a thriving herring trade in the late 1870s and 1880s, the main
outgoing cargoes from 1890 onwards consisted of POTATOES— almost 54,000 tons.
They were sent to many different ports throughout Britain including even the Irish
ports of Dublin and Cork, but the vast majority arrived in the East Coast ports of
England — South Shields and Stockton 13% each, Newcastle 11%, Sunderland 10%,
and Wisbech 9%. (I believe you still have dealings with the latter.) The main
merchants paying were Ross 1879-1915 — nearly 16,000 tons (probably Gilbert Ross
and later his son David J.), Bindal 1885-1938 — nearly 7.000 tons, Giil 1916-30 —
3.640, I. Cran 1891-1907 — 3,399, Rockfield 1886-1932 — 2,961, and George Ogilvie
of Montrose 1932-9 - 2,581. Cran ran a successful business at Bunchrew, Inverness
and at Invergordon, and specialised in fertilizer and animal feeding stuffs.

The second most important outgoing cargoes were those of grain. The largest
quantity was BARLEY - 42,000 qrs, followed by WHEAT - nearty 24,000 grs, and
OATS 21,500. The main producers were Rockfield, Bindal, Wilkhaven, Seafield,
and Brucefield in that order. In the early period the leading merchants were Alex. A.
Gregory and J. Robertson, but later J. Cran & Co. and A.W. Brooks & Son were
prominent. Some barley went straight to the distilleries, notably Morangie and aiso
Dalmore and Teanininch via the Belleport pier at Invergordon as well as Glenmor at
Inverness.
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Far and away the main incoming cargo was COAL — over 76,000 tons. Though this
came from a variety of ports, (the harbourmaster sometimes distinguished between
English and Scottish coal !), the vast majority (77%) came from Sunderland. Those
who dealt with it at Portmahomack were usually the Ross family (Gilbert and David
J.) and Finiay Munro from Rockfield. (It was interesting to see that the Lighthouse
Commissioners took regular supplies for the lighthouse keepers, and one of the firms
involved in arranging this is still in the coal business — Bruce Lindsay.)

There were 2 other important incoming cargoes. The first of these was MANURE
and other fertilisers. They arrived regularly, and were clearly in demand at all the
local farms, though the organisation lay mainly in the hands of J. Cran & Co., Finlay
Munro at Rockfield, McKenzie at Inverness, and the Highland Agriculturai Company.
Tonnage totalled at least 8,883. Usually it was described simply as ‘manure’, but the
records sometimes named guano, Liebig’s, Kainit, nitre, and bone-flour. LIME
accounted for over 10,400 bolls {(approx. 434 tons ?) The firm of G.R. Hall, later J.
Hall, was the main merchant for the lime at the time of greatest demand 1879-91.
Nearly all the lime shipped in during the years 1881-90 was brought directly from
Sunderland. There was a large delivery to Bindal in 1925 (20 tons). Manure
usually came in via Invergordon, but there were cargoes from Ghent in Belgium and
Lazand in Holland in the period 1923-7.

The other cargo of real importance was feeding stuff for animals. The total quantity
for the period was just short of 8,500 tons. Over 88% of this was described as
‘CAKE’, most frequently oil-cake, but also cotton-cake, and sometimes more
specialised names were used — ‘Hull’ or “Thorley’s *. A striking feature of the early
years 1878-95 was that a large amount of oil-cake (over 5,000 tons) came in from St.
Petersburg in Russia. The rest of the cargoes for the animals were normally noted as
‘FEEDING STUFF’, but occasionally more information is given — bran, meal, maize,
or dried grains. It is also noteworthy that approximately 25 tons of TREACLE
arrived in barrels and casks to be blended in with the feeding stuff.

As regards the wreck of the Sterlina’, the captain’s testimony shows that the ship
steamed up from Invergordon to Creich (situated on the north side of the Kyle of
Sutherland towards Bonar Bridge, just west of Spinningdale). They took on a cargo
of wood from the sawmill (the area has always been important for wood and is still
forested today). The ship went down on the Gizzen Briggs shallows between Tain
and Dornoch. Richard Larn, the main expert on shipwrecks around the coast of
Britain, says the person who saved Richard Macrae of the ‘Sterlina’ was Donald
Mackay, master of the fishing boat ‘ Auricula’ registered at Inverness No. 146.

During the 75 years of the harbour records no less than 642 different ships called at
Portmahomack., Many came only once, others very frequently — e.g. the smack ‘Gold
Seeker’ 107 times 1902-10, ‘Balone Castle’ 49 times 1911-14, and S.S. “Warlock’ 48
times 1893-1900. The smallest vessels could be really tiny like the 6 tonners
‘Freedom’ and ‘McMiilan’, and the 8 ton tug ‘Draig Goch’. The two largest ships to
berth were from abroad — S.S. ‘Bernadotte’ 242 tons from Stavanger in Norway and
S.S. ‘Aron’ 221 tons from Goteborg in Sweden. The average tonnage was between
50 and 100 tons. In the days of sail the majority of ships were schooners. What they
all faced in common, no matter what their size, was the peril of the sea. It seems
incredible that of the 642 ships no less than 170 were eventually wrecked (possibly
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the figure could be as large as 197, but accurate identification of ships with the same
name clouds the issue).

One other shipwreck had a close connection with Portmahomack. ‘Young Fox’ was
a powered ketch of 64 tons coming from Sunderland to Portmahomack with a cargo
of 139 % tons of coal late in 1928. She had previously visited Portmahomack 12
times in the period 1927-8. This time however she foundered in rough seas 3 miles
east of Tarbat Ness. She went down in water 140 feet deep on 6 December 1928.

All hands were lost,

Jim Fallon

Newspaper reports

Ross-shire Journal 9th December 1910
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SCOTTISH STEAMER AN”()#H!‘].
TWO kN DROWNED |

A Lloyd’s telegram from lnvergar |
ﬂl“ the steamer Sterling, of hlur\l:-,lflu:-"l”.c,
Crou‘{l_ Dortnoch  Firth, 'for Gilusgow hv:’”fk
:ho Gizzen Brigps below n'.n..w»;"m."’ j\"llll“

A&y evemng, and  remained  ashor \'0 '”.t-
7 p.m., flare lights were observed) I:ull ih
to gvarhnunn and heavy sen ru].’in.g frun‘v”:::‘f
:‘);:’.dl east no rescue could e ul.ln'mphll H;n‘
By Ay morning on¢ man: was yoen chinging 1o
b unggmg, and he, the caplatn, s ‘;'--i.iwl

he afternoon, afier SIXteen haours' o ymo\:l'rc

a o or i
(\ by erow of  Portmahomack fishermoefi; ! e

men were  drowned i
- / L . 19 9o i
3 rxnknxg in the sand e e
2 P ’“"*"‘*’" ‘ l
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’ Wreck in th4 Dornoch Firth|. b
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Tv%o H:Frowned. ] g

o1 pre e | nl

-The steamer| Sverlina, of "Invergordun.'khe "

propetty of Meadrs Brepner & Rose, Invergordon 3‘(
was wrocked op the |bar known ae the G!gt’un,

Briggs, at the mouth| of she Dornach Firsh, on | P

Saburday evening last; The vessel, bhe cra' of <l

| which numbered| three+—Skipper Richard Macdae, :i

bound for Glasgow, fjom Bonar, with a cargo of |
: | timber, when she étryck oo the Gizzen Briggs, i t
F the englnes breaking |down, and caustog her to ,iw
drifs on $o the sand-bank. There was a hojvy | 88
ewell on the sea, and it was evident that she | St
vessel would soon be a somplete wreck. [ JVOF
Signals of distress Were shown, and alshomgh '|
these wera seen at Thin and Pormahomack, no ! vo
rescre could be attempted, owing to the rough- | B
ness of the sea. Ib wae nob uneil aiber aoon| on
Sonday, that a fishing boat from Portmahompck |
put in an appesrande, and after eonsldorlble i“

David Mackenzle, n]d Donald Macleod—was | R?

difficulty, succeeded in reaching the Sterlin A
this tlme two men, wkenzleg;nd Mncl:?.d, ‘Eglt?!
been washed overboard and drowned, bub the': %
ekipper, Macrae, wl?% had lsshed himaelf so the -‘B'rﬁf
top of the mapt, although in a stabe of uiter |
cillapse, waa still alive, and wae hauled aboard f“”
the boat. Hie experlerics must bave been a tryjog : ra
one, for he witnessed his bwo lfellow companfona : Ef‘
drop from the rigging snd dleappear among /the Z
waves, He i, howevér, making good recovery. !
The sad event caueed much distress in Tain !
and dietricr, references belng wmade to b in
several churches dafing the evening service. 'in
Much credld is due Mr Patlence, Morangie !

1| Road, Tain, who wF instrumental 'In rending | eif

. | notice to the surrounding places along the chast | gr
and for the manner In-which he assisbed aa in'f- as ca

he could to, effect the rescue. To the crew of the

' | Portmahomack . boat,| bowever, the credit of |the :'b!
' ;ih'“l d:;l mllanfz,_ for had it not been for their T}
| ring and a threp lives would b dost !
instead of two, .r o been;lo y Er:

e

Northern Chronicle Dec 1910 This paper covered the North of Scotland
and stopped getting printed in 1960s

Reformation. © |

VESSEL WRECKED|IN DORNOCH
FIRTH. |

TWO LIVES LOST.
- Trigamall steamar Steclina (7Q tons), of Tavergordon,
owned by Mr Gill, Tomich, was on Haturday proceedih
down the Dornoch Firth from Creich with timber, bouy d
for Glasgow via the Qanal. Somephow 8hs had missed the
proper cﬁnnnol, ‘and there bsing|s strong eass wind, she
went on shore befors 3 P.M. on| the Briggs inside the
Firth. Tha heavy amf flying gver the Briggs at once
fixed hor, Flares were barnt to qall sssistnuce somawhat
after 3 B, and were seed from: Tuin, and Mr
J. Patience telephoned to I don. By that time
it was getting cark, snd the reply was thad
nothing could  te done till| daylight. .- As she
was -in the inside, there was no great apprebension for
her safety. The Nairn life-boat orew was cgmmunic ated
with—the nearest to the scene. Mr James Rous, talegra-
phed to Portmahomack esrly on Sunday morning, and D.'
|-Mack.y, ths pilot frem Portmshomack, with a fishing
hoat and four other men, eailed to tha placa, They
reached ib at 1 p.M , sud found a premendous surf runnisg
over the shallows and on to the wreek, and one man, the
skipper, A. Macrae, clinging to the mast. Saeveral times
the biatmen breasted thé dangercui sorf before they
could geb near evough to throw a line, and_ab last
managed it and gos Macrae palled through o the toat.
He_was_in a very exhsusted | state, hzviog been im
the rigging for sixtsen i H
ix, Macleod” ““ﬁie _D_‘E'iﬂ 2
nverggrdon as* Dova
A, and had amjp:;\oﬁ
nob beet ° _gj!{zd{b\_l‘f Tue o Mg 3 v
nb:ul. 27’]"::11%?‘ '.Jlioa'-"i:: i:n%ir!enl:i ﬂanbm_a. !
who was abousi54, Isavesia widow and: family. o boat
rasuraed hxl’ortm-hvgé;mkn I 8,. who was
atten‘od to by Dr Gillies from{ Tuin, and still Iies in ‘s
weak atate, but. may r.cover. Al boat from ‘Cain and the
life-boat from Nairm, both arrived after the refcus had
Leen effected. - Thé a'cimer’a rwn boat was smashed

after tho vessel stranded.




Invergordon Times 10th December 1910

This paper finished in 1915 due to restrictions in reporting during the
First World War as Invergordon was a major naval base.
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Mr John Pitisnce, coal merchant, Tul. -.a

very ﬂ_.“.lﬂ.fll-‘-.ﬂ hhi-lhw

" dissster. Bouou.--d___,ihm.lh_

T got inte communioations with the different perts |
T where ssis ac0e was likely 10 be obtainable. O.

sccouat of the tide being at lh.bbul‘u-.

_HWMMEMMUIH

sod & very high ma being ressiog it wea

. impossible to sead any sssistasce from Pect-

]
g
i
I
E
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of 1ha vessel esuld see the ship's compasy— |
three men all lold —clinging to (he mast. As
duiu-utl-.uyuu-'lu-lmm
out of the question 1hat wight, bat 1t was hoped |
the men could remain in their pesitiva aatil |
daybreak, whea every offrt would be made. to|
" “save tham. It was obeetved, however, 1a the
sarly morning, that ealy mu-uuubunl'
tha ill (ated wessel, aad that ke w.a LIRS
clioging te the maat. &= ||

A verw darine hat snecesalul sitemnt mas !




clioging to the maat. . e
—odh yery daring, bat sucostelul, atempt =23
made to rendec balp st the sarlisst poauble
_ momeat on Buadey, but evea this greal "'tl
sould set be undertakea befors mid day A
fishing boat from Portmabomack, massed by »
‘ sourageous erew, pul off sader sl  The aap
able handling of the boat wes kesaly watched,
theowgh powerful glasses, st Dornoch, Tan sad
~ Portmahomack, sad the great bravery of the
orew was highly commended. Alter & great
*x deal of systematic tacking, the reacuiag boat got
close smcugh 1o the stranded vessel 1o sasb'e
oas of the erww 1o thrvw & rope te the man
aboard. This was luckily caught by the mas,
who was promptly 1aken sboard by the rescue
per'y.  Ruichard Macrae, whe was thue saved,
was cap'ain of the Btecline, He w.0 in an
exbausted state, but alter betag ovareyed 1o the
the Tarbatosss Hotel, where De Guilie, Tain,
waa preseat ta apply restorstives; ha reoovered
_Jafciently o pive sa scoenat of b paflering
duriag sn exposurs tu the slements ol 1wen'y
hours. His companions, David Meckeome aid !
Dooald Macleod, were washed ovacbeard abod: |
two o'cl ok on Sanday morning, sad drowael
Buth these mea sers natives of Invergoedye.
Macke zo waa & marned mas, sad leares &
widow aod femily, Mecied wa sumuncd ]
e, bat win the chiel suppert of ha farher and |
mother (ireat sympathy w foit Lz ol the
bersaved.
o The surmvcr, who resdes 15 Hagh M Jo
Bireet, lnvergonion, returned home yesteriay o
Heo a'atad that an sttempt bal brea made 1o ¢
leave the stranded ship The bost wae
lounched, snd seversl sesessary articles wers
pat abeard ; both Macke: ne sad Maclewd wern
aleo on beard snd he was abouwt 1o Jomm them :
when & iremendoss see copetsd ‘he ensfi
Altheugh Muckeosie sad Mac'eod managed 1
getab srd the & eumer aguin, the sk ug hey 4
had got Wioogh 1he mishap walited them
for 1he long exposure wiich Macere sadurvd
The bodies of Mackeo e sad Migeod bave !
not yet been recorered. The boar, aud paris o’
siranded vessel and cargo, ae well s some sloth- |
ing, Bave beeo weshed sebhore on the Sather
lsndehire ossst. Therw i oaly sight bepe of
savicg ‘he vesssl which w deeply cmb dded i |
the ssadbank 3
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Invergordon Times 11 th January 1911
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Hxao Awaisns. —Galraxy Rescis
PO prere DAY -y > '

oo baroes in rapidly growing. The Truatess have
" issmed am unueally leng list of awards, including

the fullowing :—David Msskay,.pilot ; James
Bkioner, Donald Mackay, Alexander Mucdvnald

% und William Bmith, fiskermen, all of Portms.
homack, om the 4th Ducember, 1910, rescaed
Richard Masoras, master of the aa Bterliss,

froms drowning ia thse Dormooch Firth. 4As the

. vewme! was leaving the Qofnuh Firth all wea:s
; well satii she r'acbo-d the i Brsg(a. s
qmoknnd in the sstnary known by narnigator,

te be very daagerous. At this poidt her

eugines broks dowm, and she drified sn to the
quicksanda, whore she gradwally settled down

A hoavy sen was russing, snd 1ha waves swept

ever her, eo-pdl}-‘ tha srew, whish sonsiered

of the master xad two seames, to lake (u the

rigging. Duarkaness had set im, and the caplain

had siguslled by meand of Wife lighte. Thes-

were seen at Portmahomsck, bat it was 100

dark for a boa: ta. emtsr so dumgervus »
neighbourhood. The following marniux the

above namad fisharmren volualsered 10 g (1 the

rescue, There was a sieong sonth easter!y

wiod, with a heavy sex, . which rendered sn

Cany

FELTHE T T e tTaTea wrsT T

S .05 8 NLI-Te N

attempt at reacue very dengsrous.  The resduc-
peity, however, snccesded. after a goond d-al of
taeree avirag, b thryowing e Vinw sorae rlir
wreck, by means of whict Capiain Macrie = .e
rrecied. The other 1wou me:n had disapprsre
Fiuch menber of tha resaue party hiaa Laen

awarded the sum of £3. LeE

’




Northern Chronicle 1°t February 1911

TH.E WRECK OF | THE BTERL'IN&- I

PUBLIC ACKHGWEE}III“T DF THE
ﬂlﬂ:m

A cauwnzb meeting "of the inhabitants of P‘ortma-
homack and the ‘surrounding districts assembled in §
the Carnegie Hall, Purt.mnhommk on the evening -of §
Saturday, to- untnﬁ\u mteraetmg em;emcmy of
Handing over gifts | of money to the five men,
went to the rescuc of the crew of the Sterlina, wh:ch
stranded on the Gizzing Brzgg;, in the Domoch Firth,
on the 3rd of December last.
<1 It"will be remembered that on the date mentioned
the wesscl, laden with a cargo of wood from Creich,
bound :tor ‘Glasgow, was wrecked, and two -of her
arew were swept awny. and drowned. The captain,
after being in the rigging for something like 24 hours,
was, rescucd by a crew of fishermen from Portma-
homack: on Sunda,; afl‘.ern@on, tho 4th December. - The
m.ue: was bro t under the notice of the Board of
Trade, and the roncgie Hero Fund Trust, Bnd thn
former sent a cheque for three guineas to eaoh of
men, and the Carnegie Hero Fund £3 for e

The presentations were made under the mploea of
the Tarbat' Parish Council, and unusual interest was
attached to the p‘roeeedlrl.s's by  every class in . the
cammnmty, the hall being orowded in every part: 1

e chair was ocoupied by Mr -F. Munro of Rock- §
field, chmnna.n nf the Council, and he was >
panied to t.he E.;[ atform bj’ thé - other members oi.khg

o

SBo&rd. : t'Nmo 1, mft oﬂ{iioer. an
tation, marty, was prescht, and represgnted the
Bon.rtl of ’i":'ade. The boat’™s crew -wertr: also

ated on the ‘platform. ' Their names are Dmhd
Ma.c!.ny, 11llot. Rortmahomack ; | Donald
fisherman, do. ; illiam Smith, do Alexahdey Mac-
donald, do. ; James: ‘hkmner, do. =

The C.hm-man said that he never had .

pleasure in taking the chair at any public fuincti
than-he had had thdt evening. It appealed to .the
highest instincts of human nature to be called tg
do honour to men who jeopardised thenr own lives to
rescue the lives of r.hmr ellow beings uing, |
the Chairman said that many brave eedn wm ‘done
in the excitement’ the moment, but the actjon of
‘the men whom they | ere met t‘hut evemng to: ll
was ‘quite differont. .| { :QE
‘when they were informed at tbe w oovurred and
that a man was seen in the rigging. No, the:r had -}
plenty of time to reflect and to take into consideration
‘the hagardous, yea &lm_serons, nature of the journey
thoy proposed undertaking; yet, when they knew that |
the lives of others wére in imminent danger,| the |
brushed all these considerations asideé, and procgeded,
as indicated, to the scene of the c-t.ut- he, and suc-
ceeded in saving the life of, an nnﬁmg safl ly to’
land, the captain of the ill-fated v&ual. t was worthy |
of 'montion ‘that the wives of some of the members opf
the orew did not raise a aingle objection to| their |/
husbands undertaking so dangerous a voyage. | If ity
was hard for the mon to venture'out to sea, it was |
more trying for the wives to watch and. wait.| Mr |-
Munro concluded by suggesting that a memorlail of a
permanent character, recording the brave. deed,
nhonld be provided.
[,/The proposal met . with the warm nppro\ru! f all-f

Frenent and & subscription waa there and thnn on I
“iGounty Councillor D. Meacdonald, as repres n!-m? b
‘the Board of Trade, handed over the gifta to e jof f

the men. Mr Macdonald at the time wore the ronm-
meodal of the Humane Society for savinglife.

iMr Ewing, headmunster, Tarbat, who represent the
Lal-negw Hero. Fund '.lruut :fratsntod eaoh ©f the
rosouers with & chegue for he Chmmlgn,

behalf of tho Board. of Trade, handed the ski r. of
boat, Mr Mackay, pﬂot, e fine binocular. [
ilot Mmkny, on IE of hisg brave cotnrnd and |

himsolf, returned thanks for the honour done I:hcm
Interesting speeches wero delivered by other
rqeh preasnt, and during the prmdlnﬁ 8 number of
aoqgn and recitations were rendered efore dispers-
ing, the audience sang the ﬁmanal Anthem. i

- e ———
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Hecan’s be both,—|l am, ebc, i
\ il T DINGWALLIAK
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T
The Wreck of the Sterlina of
. Invargo_rdon i

. Fatal Acoldent Tnquiry at Tain, . |
Sheriff Hay MacWabt aud a jary,” inthe “Tain
S Bheriff Court, on Taesday, held a publis inquiry
L into the cunse of the deaths of David Maskbnzio |
snd Donald Maclood, both seamen on board the'}:
% 8 8. St.l:::'D:rth fl‘;““g";d oo she Gizzen |'

| Briggs, i poch Firth, durlng a
Ddumiul: 4th lasb, B. ne, o
My W. T. MacTavish, Pioourator Fiscal, Tain,
eonducted ‘the case for she Crown, while Mr '
J’uu.n.ua _Munro, e Talun, d for

sra N s i
Richard Macrse, msster of the iil-fabed
Bberlins, -ﬂ.d 37, was tho princlpal witness.
Bburdily built, with a weather-bsaben {ace, he ts a
= t{.&i‘ul combing skippsr. story was told
clearly and unhesitabingly, with jush a Llitsle
;timgh of emobion as be recalled the Insé words of

g comreades;

In angwer %0 Mr Mackavith, Macras said the
Sterlina was i d in Gl 3 owners
b.iaF Mesirs Bremner & Rose, Invergordon.
He lofs Invergordon abous she 2nd of December,
bound for Oreich. He scbed as ln%l:::-r, snd also
awended to the tiller on deck. were bwo
. hands besides himself, David. Maockenzie and
. Domald Maclecd. They took tura about ay
stooring the vessel. Thoy lefb Oczich on Baturday
sfterncon ab the height cf the bide. The wind
-was blowing soubh-esst; it was jush a fresh
: ‘breeza. There was a full cargo. ot wood below,
k aod some on thd deck. They were bound for
Glasgow, Mackenzie aod he went b0 sea when
they were boys—aboub 20 years ago. ' This was
his firsh brip with Mm:hn‘zl’o.' Macleod was al o
an experienced bostmsn., They wera Tecs]
sober when shey lefs Crelch. The engines ha
-besn ‘overhauled by David Urgubarb, engineer,

Invergordon, (one of the witnesses) before leavin
nvérgordon. .Alli went well unsil ln,lh.DomouE
from ~Blac!

duth ‘by & zven
- Brigge were x1andy shial'vo’ hE ved
buoy. m-ﬁ- 'E:q‘wu ab bhis . biller .'ha engines
suddenly slowed down. -Hs put Macleod so she
sliler, and went to examine.bhe inee, and found
sbeam was etcaping from the valve. Thap
might or might oot have accountad for the alowing
down. It 'was his opinion that shere was a
defect in the eccentrio gear. The engines stoppad
when-he wenb on .the tack, the el was drifsin
north and he reversed she dogines. The vesap
was then going about halt speed mstern. She
drifred oa o the Gizzen Briggs. He leb go she
‘snchor as 5oon as the vessel abruck. . The smwll boab
was launched, bub ehe capaized, and, afesr bhey.
bad pus her right, shey left ber handy for sny
emergency. The vessel never moved from the
spot sfter the accident happened. When the
siderose she wind increased. The vessel bogan
#0 break up. They tried the rmall bost a recond
$ime, but had to gjve up she idea and remain on
the vessol. Is was dark by this time, and they
had lfighted = flare, .Macleod and he went up the

pors fore rigglop, and ;;ﬂm:ls was ab the

- mast. , The sen heonme warse. They were aboud
three or four feet up the rigging. They thoughs
i% would be bsttsr there. e then wanb up, the
mash, and ssked the other dwo %o follow him, bus
shey wers unable 40 doso. |They ssid vhey were
done. ' Aboub éwpor bhree rs pagsed bafore

allm'ipd aald ;n 3 d“ ﬁui-’i;.dk. Iﬂlnk.nl'l’e also

‘oa | oup one, Dick, Foodb 5 He

* heard nothing mote sfier that, The wny:n were
breaking over the veesel. - There Was little

chanop of retcue. Nothiog short of a life-boat |

could hsne'saved (him, and biy companloné. He
was bdken off the jrearel on Bunday ?‘ Porbma-
homack fishing b, bhe crew of which had grea’

' olby- in fog him.  The rea ‘was very

. ‘heavy, He 'bad [nobauy doubt bhew Mackenzle

ﬂacbod word awep$ overboard and drowned.

by Mr Munro, solicitor, Tajn, Mac-

rao sald he had mpde several voyages in she Sber.:
lins. 'He had been to ‘Subderland, ete. He had
found lno difficulyy wish regard to the engines.
'l'lle:e,‘ vwave five Jife belts and two life buoys on-
board. He had navighted this channel four or
-five sintes Before. ; : H
‘. David 3

g
K

Urg 35,
staied that Do bad iade some repairs 60 bho ol
-5 cre sbe lefb Invergordon. - Queskic | a8
. whether o vessel| m'ghs go astern lhoqu.:b‘- nhhz
m Hot go  ahend, he . sald it was quite pos.

;- Okeloh; (80), sald

2 :WIUiun_glmmn, _._-ajv‘pll:ll

an expsrienced LOAMNAD. ‘LY Wera pertecs!
sobsr when shey left Creich. The engines ha
beon overhauled by David Urquharb, sngineer,
Invergordon, (one of the witnesses) before leavin
Invergordon. .All wens well unéll in the Dorno
Fizth, ' about - mile from . the Black
Bt

2 e oL Sk

¥he sduth by & WIHC : 7780
‘Brigge werg s sandy ehcal o norihi~ of thé red
buoy. - While be waa ab the biller tha engines

suddenly slowed down. -He put Macleod so the
sttler, and went to examine the enginee, and found
.aboam was ercapiog from the eide valve. Thas
might or might not have accountad for the slowing
down. It was hia opinion that shere was a
defect in the eccentric gear. The engines stoppad
when-be wanb on .the vack, the vessel was dritbing
porth and he reversed. the engines. The veaspl
was then going about halt speed astern. BShe
drifted oo oo the Gizzen Briggs. He leb go she
‘snchdr asoon as the veasel abruck. The smsll boae
. “twas launched, but ehe capalzed, and, afeer bhey.
* had pus her right, .they left ber baudy for say
emergenoy. The vessel never moved from the
o Bpob after she sccident happened. When the
tide rose the wind iporeased. The vessel began
#0 break up. They tried the emsll bost a tecond
#ime, but had to give up she idea and remain on
the vessel. Ib was dark by this time, and they
hezd lighted a flsre. .Macleod and he wenv ap the
pork fore rigglng, and Mackenzia wae ad the
mast, The sea bacame worse. Th.T, were abous
three or four feet up the rigging. They thought
is would be better there. He bl went up. bhe
masb, and ssked the ;lhsr “’1";1" fnlllgw::lm, bus
#hey wers unable to doso. (They msid they were
du:’m Aboub woor shree hours passed bsforo
Macl:ou e3ld he was fini-hed. Mackenzle also
‘ealled ony ** I'm ‘done, Dick, bye.” He
‘heard nothing more afier that. wAvar were
breaking . over the vessel. - There was libble
chance of rercus., Noshiog shorb of a life-boat
conld bsne saved him and bis companions. He
was taken off the veseel on SBunday ‘s Portma-
homack fishing boat, the. crew of which bad g
difficulty-in resowiog him. rea was very
heavy. He had nobany doubt thav Mackenzis
and Macleod weraswep’ overboard and drowned.
Examined by Mr Munro, salicitor, Tajn, Mac-
ras said he had mada several voyages in the Sber-
lins. He bad been to Sunderland, ete. . He had
found no difficulty wish regard to bthe engines.
There were five life belts and bwo life buoys on
board; He had navigated this channel -four or
five smes before. | '

8
sel befcre sbe left Invergordon. Questloned as bo
whather & vesssl might go sstern shongh she
could not go ahead, be sald it was quite pos-

1 :

aible. 5
William Simpeon, sawmliiler, Creich, (30), rald
be kosw Maorae and the other two men. The

~vwesel lefh Oreteh all right, and be heard no com:

int aboub engloes being made there. had

e E.an present ab she loading of the wood, of which
‘shere would have been abonb 4( sos. - i
77 Donsld Muckay, pilot, Pox ck, (54), |
said be knew the. coasb well ; he been going |

.- mp snd down ib for 37 years. He saw lights
' from she Gizzen Brigge on the Sasurday nighb.

* An the boats were aground ab P k they
were nob sble to go outt On Sunday morping

; sbasing $hore was a b:u:lk.?‘
Gizzen Briggs: 0 did noé sxpecs b3 al L

i : gge for the rough ses, or bo
i acroes the bar which was aboas four miles
<4 m Bhem. Their boas reached the Sserling how-
ovar, md Macras was's . y i

©  Cross-exadmined by Mz Munro; he esld he knew,

when and whetp
ocourred ; what was:
3 % acaldent ; and whose
war. U6 sesmed bp-

m" . o
s fauls, If fnuld
rombined ok
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The Fishermen who did the rescue of Sterlina

Fishermen who rescued crew of S.S.Sterlina

Thought you might be interested in names of crew who went to the rescue of the Sterlina

Sorry | cannot fit names to faces:-

David Mackay (Pilot) whose boat was used, no relatives around now but known to have a grandson in London.

Alex “Dolac ”Macdonald

James “Jimsack ”Skinner

Donald " Dannack” Mackay

William " Willa " Smith

There are still relatives of these fishermen living in our village of Portmahomack today



