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FROM OUR FILES 

I 1so YEARS AGO I 
Four Lives Lost - The sloop 
"Mary" from Shieldaig of Apple-
cross, with a crew consisting of four 
individua.ls, while at anchor in the 

. harbour of Lochinver, was boarded 
on Sunday, the 13th inst., by two 
sailors, from a vessel lying along-

too great. If ground increases in val-
ue, various modifications and com-
binations of the cantilever principle 
can be contrived, whereby a whole 
town will live in the air, supported 
from a number of fixed points. So at 
least a contemporary suggests, but 
like Artemus Ward he was "writing 
sarcastik". 

(Courier 18.2.1898) 

side the quay there, who, on looking 

1 1 
into the forecastle, were horrified to 50 YE' "RS A GO observe one man dead. _ .t:l. 

On further inquiry, it was found . 
that the whole crew consisting of Gift Food for Inverness-shire -
other three persons  ere dead. An Ye terday afternoon ir:t Rose_ Stre t 
express was despatched to Scourie Dnll Hall,  nverness, gifts of mva_hd 
for Mr Maciver the Duke of Suther-vfoods received from South Afnca 

..J, land's factor,  ho arrived next day, ,..._a11;d A1;1stralia were presented to r and after a minute investigation of th rty-f1ve people by the  n:verness-
the circumstances and an examina- shire branch of the Bnt1sh Red 
tion of the bodies' by Drs Black of Cross Society. 
Tongue, and Gordon of Scourie, it The food, which was in tins, con-
was satisfactorily ascertained that sisted of milk, soup, jam, beef-drip-
the cause of their death was suffo- ping etc. The County Director of the 
cation from smoke. Red Cross, Mrs Marshall, Hilton 

They had been dead three days Ho1;1se, presented th  gifts and wa_s 
before they were discovered. assisted by Mrs Colher, welfare offi-

Owing to severe gales of wind, the 
non-appearance of any of the men 
on deck did not excite any alarm in 
the minds of the crews of two ves-
sels at anchor aside the Mary. 
Coffins were prepared for the bod-
ies, and Mr Maciver took measures 
to inform the relations of the de-
ceased of their sad and untimely 

cer; Mrs Mackenzie, Broomhill, 
Commandant V.A.D.8; Mrs David-
son, V.A.D.40; and Mrs Bullock 
V.A.D.8. Mr A. N. Macleod, hon. sec-
retary was also present. 

Other parts of the county have al-
ready received gifts from the same 
source, including Inverness Dis-
trict, Lochaber, Kingussie, 
Aviemore, Newtonmore and end. 

(Courier 22.2.1848) Tomatin.

i 100 YEARS AGO I 
Up in the Air - From Birmingham 
comes the germ of the architecture 
of the future. 

For a quarter of a century the 
speculative builder of that city has 
hungrily cast his eye upon a bare 
plot of ground most eligibly situat-
ed, but upon which bricks and mor-
tar could not be laid for the simple 
reason that underneath runs a tun-
nel of the Great Western Railway, 
which would not bear the weight. 

A n  architect has, however, solved 
the problem of utilising this space 
for building purposes without build-
ing upon it. 

He proposes, in fact, to erect a 
three-storey edifice, whose base of 
support will be outside the danger-
ous area, while the building itself 
will be supported on the cantilever 
principle, up in the air above the 
ground on which its foundations 
would in ordinary circumstances be 
laid. 

As an application of architectural 
ingenuity to meet an isolated diffi-
culty, this might be allowed to pass 
unnoticed; but its potentialities are 

The food distributed was the first 
consignment, other gifts will follow. 

Mental Welfare-At a public meet-
ing held on Tuesday in the County 
Buildings, Inverness, it was decided 
to form a Northern Counties Associ-
ation for Mental Welfare, compris-
ing the five northern counties from 
Nairn to Caithness and including 
the Burgh of Inverness. Rev Wm 
Graham, Ardersier, was nominated 
chairman. 

Miss Laird, secretary and organ-
iser of the Scottish Association for 
Mental Hygiene, was present at the 
meeting and gave an interesting 
and stimulating talk on the aims 
and objects of the Association 
which, she said, had two settings, a 
world setting and an individual set-
ting. 

The movement was international 
and each county adopted the meth-
ods most suited to its needs, an ex-
ample which she hoped the North-
ern Association would follow. 

This part of the country had been 
one of the first areas to interest it-
self in mental health and there had 
been a local committee and a special 
school. 

Both of these had gone, but she 
hoped the interest in mental wel-
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fare would be re-born. 
(Courier 20.2.1948) 

I 25 YEARS AGO I 
Television Official at Inverness 
Meeting - The speaker at Inver-
ness St Mark's (Queen Street and 
Merkinch) Church Woman's Guild's 
meeting on 13th February was Mr 
John Lindsay, officer for Scotland of 
the Independent Broadcasting Au-
thority, and his subject was "The 
structure and operations of Inde-
pendent Broadcasting". Guests at 
the meeting were the ladies from 
Nairn High, Kiltarlity, and Inver-
ness Methodist Guilds. 

Mr Lindsay began by defining the 
Television Act, which states that: 
"Nothing be included in pro-
grammes which offends against 
good taste or decency or is likely to 
encourage or incite to crime, or to 
lead to disorder, or be offensive to 
public feeling. News programmes 
must be presented with due accura-
cy and impartiality. 

"Proper proportions of perfor-
mances must be of British origin 
and maximum allowance of import-
ed materials in any one year is 14 
per cent. Tastes and outlooks of lo-
cal people to be reflected in pro-
grammes." 

There were 15 programme compa-
nies responsible for submitting pro-
grammes to LT.A. to transmit if 
they thought fit, and none of the 
companies had any authority over 
the others. 

Mr Lindsay went on to say that 
making television programmes was 
not cheap, and every advertiser had 
to be sure of his facts, because ex-
perts were employed to check them. 
No-one wanted to make a pro-
gramme if it would end u in the 
wastepaper basket. 

Every programme that went out 
was watched by one or more mem-
bers of TV staff, and reported on 
next morning, when a po t mortem 
was held. TV had the most- strictly 
controlled form of advertising in the 
country, he concluded, and rules 
were the same as applied to other 
programmes. 

(Courier· 20.2.1973) 


