










 

 

September 20, 2023 
 
Comments for the Signing of the Co-0perative Liaison of Mutual Benevolence Agreement between 
Pinehurst, North Carolina USA and Dornoch, Scotland. 
 
By John C. Strickland, Mayor, Pinehurst, North Carolina 
To: 
Mr. McGillivray 
Mr. Murray 
Mr. Hampton 
Mr. Melville 
Ms. Davies 
And other Assembled Guests 
 
I bring greetings to you from the residents, Council members and staff of the Village of Pinehurst, North Carolina. 
 
My wife Cynthia and I are privileged and honored to be here, in Dornoch Scotland, on this twentieth day of 
September, 2023. 
 
On behalf of the Village of Pinehurst I have come to sign an “Agreement to create a Co-operative Liaison of 
Mutual Benevolence between Pinehurst and Dornoch”.    The idea for this Agreement grew from a live streamed 
meeting on November 23, 2022 which celebrated the 150th birth date of Mr. Donald J. Ross. 
 
Realizing the significant connection between Dornoch and Pinehurst created by the life of Donald Ross, it was 
agreed that an arrangement of co-operation between our two towns should be pursued in order to honor Mr. Ross 
and promote the game of golf to which his life was dedicated.   
 
The theme of our benevolent relationship will be: “Donald Ross—from birthplace to workplace”.   
 
Our key objectives will be: 
 
1. To promote the game of golf for all ages, the history of Golf course architecture, and the work of Donald Ross. 
 
2. For the two Mayors to exchange letters annually reporting on significant golf activity in the towns during the 
prior year.  The letters will be issued on the towns’ respective founding dates, both of which are in July. 
 
3. For the Dornoch Heritage SCIO and the History Links Museum to explore with the Tufts Archives in Pinehurst 
how to promote the work of Donald Ross and developments in golf course architecture and equipment. 
 
4. To mutually pursue environmental awareness and sustainable golf tourism. 
 



 

 

Mr. Christopher Buie is a Ross scholar and biographer. He is the author of ‘The Life and Times of Donald Ross’, 
published in 2022.  Mr. Buie lives near Pinehurst and I asked him to prepare a short commentary on Ross for this 
signing ceremony.   I am pleased to be able to read his comments to you. Quoting Chris Buie: 
 
Thank you for the honor of allowing me to speak on this great occasion. 
 
The importance of Dornoch to Pinehurst cannot be overstated. Pinehurst is essentially rooted in the principles 
and character that were instilled in your native son, Donald Ross. 
 
The man’s unusual capability was a rare gift from nature. But the way in which the staggering talent found its 
expression was learned in this village. 
 
From his family to his teachers, to his church and his mentor, John Sutherland, Dornoch shaped the character 
that elevated his adopted home. He remained true to the influence of Dornoch for the rest of his life. 
Integrity was at the forefront of his approach. Despite the incredible workload, Ross insisted superior quality be 
maintained. When you consider that he produced some 256 courses in the Twenties – all high quality, many 
brilliant – we get an idea of his commitment to excellence. 
 
At the Free Presbyterian Church in particular, Ross learned a sense of right and wrong. 
Throughout his life, he was adamant that undertakings remain strictly on the proper side. As a young person, he 
found this disciplined approach a challenge. In adulthood, he was only grateful for the guidance of the village 
elders. 
 
Due to the way the phenomenally gifted man was raised on these shores, Pinehurst became the American paragon 
of golf. 
In hindsight, we can see that Donald Ross was the primary force in establishing the ancient sport as a 
fundamental part of American civic life. 
 
He believed golf was more than a sport. He believed the game provided any number of ancillary benefits to the 
community as well as the individual. 
 
Next year, 2024, marks a turning point for Pinehurst and American Golf. With the United States Open, the return 
of the Hall of Fame and the establishment of the USGA center, Pinehurst once again becomes the de facto Home 
of American Golf. 
 
Not everyone watching all the play and the ceremonies will know what gave rise to this towering achievement. But 
you can be sure Pinehurst itself will know it remains forever in debt to this shining village of the Scottish 
Highlands. 
 
 
 



 

 

Our signing ceremony today would not be complete without comments from Mr. Ross himself.  Over the years I 
have learned that the best source of Ross’ comments comes from the book ‘Golf Has Never Failed Me’ (1996), 
edited by Donald Ross’s only child, Lillian Ross Pippitt.   
 
Ross on America 
 
“When I was a young man in Scotland, I read about America and the American businessman absorbed in making 
money.  I knew the day would come when the American businessman would relax and want some game to play, 
and I knew that game would be golf.  I read about the start of golf in the United States and knew there would be a 
great future in it, so I learned all I could about the game: teaching, playing, club making, green keeping and 
course construction.  And then I came to American to grow up with a game in which I had complete confidence.  
Golf has never failed me”. 
 
Ross on Pinehurst 
 
“Pinehurst was absolutely the pioneer in American golf.  While the game had been played here in a few places 
before Pinehurst was established it was here on these sandhills that the first great national movement in golf was 
started. 
 
Men came here, took lessons, bought a few clubs and went away determined to organize courses. They were men 
of influence in their communities. Their influence gave golf the sort of start it needed in many communities.” 
 
Ross on Dornoch 
 
“Modesty forbids me saying more than it is the most beautifully situated links in the world, and that no American 
golfer should omit to go there, where he will find the best golf, a royal welcome and no rabble.”   
 
Presentation of the Pinehurst Banner to Paddy Murray, Provost of Dornoch. 
A special banner for the Royal Burgh of Dornoch has been prepared by Pinehurst Village staff featuring the crest 
designed in 1995 to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Pinehurst's founding by the Tufts family.  It is intended that 
the banner hang in the Dornoch Council chambers.  
 
Signed: 
 

 
__________________________________ 
John Connell Strickland, Mayor Pinehurst 
 
September 20,2023 



 

 

 
 
Postscript:  A Personal Note from John Strickland 
 
I find myself in a unique position with respect not only to Donald Ross but his brother Alec Ross.  Like Donald, 
Alec Ross was a club maker, keeper of the green, and a club professional.  He was a U. S. Open champion.  Alec 
Ross became the head golf professional at the Detroit Golf Club in Michigan where my grandparents, S.A. and 
Jean McMillan Strickland were members.  I believe it must have been Alec Ross, encouraged by his brother 
Donald, who introduced many Michigan residents, including my grandparents, to Pinehurst in the 1920’s.   
 
My grandparents Strickland became avid golfers.  They had four sons.  Two of them, my father Russell and Uncle 
Richard became active golfers in Detroit and Pinehurst.  My grandfather and his sons played many rounds with 
Donald Ross, especially on Course #2, and I remember them telling me that Ross was always tinkering with 
Course #2, changing it in subtle ways until his death in 1948.   When my father died in 2006, he was probably the 
last Pinehurst resident to have played golf with Donald Ross. 
 
Mr.  Ross also handled some real estate transactions on behalf of the Pinehurst management.  In 1941 he arranged 
for the home at 105 McKenzie Road West to be sold to my grandparents. It became a favorite gathering place for 
all the extended family. My first visit there was at age five, and I was fortunate to visit my grandparents in that 
house during my years at The University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. In 1970 my parents retired to Pinehurst 
from Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, extending our family experience in Pinehurst until their deaths in 2006 and 
2008.  My wife Cynthia and I retired to Pinehurst in 2005.  We joined the Pinehurst Country Club and The 
Country Club of North Carolina.   Our daughter and her family moved to Pinehurst in 2015. Along with our son 
and his family, they are members of The Country Club of North Carolina. 
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