SKeLBo (ASTLE

gfanJins ahove the Soothern ghore of Loch Fleed , thevving of Skelbo Casfle demensale
eleatly , ancl probably befler than an y other casfle in the. Novlhent Highlands , fhe cHffovenf stages
of caslle devolopment: behoeen e fuoelbhand The sevenbonty centuries. Yef,unbf weeenfly, this
majot eostle has vemaled eompavatively unndhiced | and without-dlefifec yecord . Sadly it
has falen fhe paufial 2o/l apse of the most vecent, and ot some waye the most Significmt of it
builolings fo atltuet rore wr’derfread aflention . This small dz‘sfla] Showss gpme of Fe vesolfs
of o defailect Surtvey of Skelbo cavvied out by the Rogal Gwmmission on b Aneéent and
Histotical Monuments in Ssofland | in 1983,

The-earisest Surviving rewains are Hose Of a mozf’e, an eavlhem moved Wit
av! i‘ﬂ'c?allg sca,rpecf f/anks}ana’ froces of an oufey ditch. This s probably suwnioonted by a
fimber lt-ee}s of Tewes , which was later WP/xed by a sfowe hall-fowes oF aé/anf plan, and
ot least two shories in height, The posttion, Dropethions andt havacter of fhis building
bear o likeness fo thet at Duffos 1n Movay, with which these cas a family Connection.
“The castle precinels weve also enclosed wibih a stovt curtainwal which, althush repaired,
and pavﬂj M YUInS, olill males an wpressise. nothewm gcreen on the slope below e
tower. Tt has fo be adwiffed howevet, that the arte enclosed by the wal is « low-lging
: hollow wih f'ew ohvicus 73175,2-,;/ aduaniages exce/,fd’mcealuen{auc/ skelter. Budt Ojlu'n’é
the South- western sineteh of He curtain-unl s a laige fwo-storced building now fast
falling o Yuin, which has provided domeshe aceommodalion on Ae first floor, possibly
divicled wio fewo S’epﬂa{‘e Huin ¢ unifs , and on fle 3rou.nd F(W fhese 15 vaulled cellerage )
ineluding byve aud aprkshop. Of @ Fype rovely encountorec! i the Highlands, this
butlding ae,:ms’enfs an imporfont Fransitisaal phase belween mediacval aud! modern house

d€$t‘gn,
The [:rs{ wana to the lands of Skelbo oeeure m an eavly bhivleenth century g«mm‘

' made {probab/q &fween 1208 anel /2/4_) A‘j }{‘,’A F;eglfé’, fo s levisman J’;{éﬂ‘-{‘d&,‘b’w{,
aftersards Bishop of Caithness . Hugh was the hird genesalion of this famils | anct ¥ 55
%f:’ Wely that fhe mokle was pud up woell before 1200 | and sometime offes his familys
;eg"qb/c'.c/\meqf at Duftus, The dafes of the ’["7-//‘7‘9“’”, and susbin-wall are not /?:M’
although Hugh's deseenclents | ereated Favls of Suthetland by Korg Alexancler T Hael
probebly acquired he means fo bulel extensivels i stone and lime by, o abaty 1300,

The house pvbbeA/-d belongs & a perizct obovt IGO0 | and uxns dleclared fo be "SHUl
habitable” i1 1764,
Al material is Croun &pgﬂ'g“, %ya/é’omm:‘sc/m on Aneient and Hstoseal
Monuments of Seotlond, The survey was carvied ouf by Messrs. J. D.leggee | A.Thedk,
T.G. Pavker and G.P Stell, pnd He dripbg was arvanged by Me M.J-Stevenson .




Points from the Jong history of Skelbo, which Jink it with the history of

.‘Scot]and, England and Europe, as well as with the story of the Highlands and
Sutherl]and. )

1. The name of Skelbo shows that it was an important farmstead of the early

Viking age, built around 850.

2. In 1211 Hugo fFreskyn gave Skelbo to his kinsman, Gilbert of Moray, Jater to
become St. Gilbert. He made it over to his brothér Richard in 1223; Richard
was probably killed in the Battle of Embo in 1245, when a band of pirates
Janded at Little Ferry.

3. In 1290 the Scottish and English Commissioners were at Skelbo, to meet the

young Queen of Scotland, the Maid of Norway, who was to marry the heir to the
throne of England. It was at Skelbo that they heard of her death in Orkney.

This Jink to the history of both Scotjand and Eﬁg]and would justify the preservation

of Skelbo as a National Monument.

4. Skelbo played a part in the tragic story of Montrose and his last campaign.
when he landed in Caithness in 1650, his enemy the Ear]l of Sutherland installed
garrisons in Dunrobin, Skelbo, Skibo and Dornoch. Montrose was defeated at

Ccarbisdale soon after this, by the men of these garrisons.

5. The Sutherlands of Duffus acquired Skelbo in 1529; they gave it another claim
as a National Monument.  Alexander Duffus played a part in the rising of
General Middleton and the Ear] of Glencairn, on behalf of Charles ]J] against
cromwell. In 1654, Middleton Janded at Little Ferry, close to Skelbo, and
stored a Jarge amount of arms and ammunition in Skelbo Castle. The rising was
p]anned in and around Dornoch, but failed in a defeat at Dalnaspidal. After

the Restoration, Charles ]] made Alexander the First Lord Duffus, and

Middleton became a Commissioner.

6. In the Jacobite Rising of 1715, the Third Lord Duffus supported the 01d
pretender and as a result forfeited his Jands. He Jeft the country for

Russia, where he became a Commander of the Tsar's forces in Moscow.

7. In 1746, shortly before Culloden, Skelbo was occupied by a Jacobite force
under the Earl of Cromartie, who captured four Hanoverian ships full of arms, lying
at Little Ferry, after the Ear] of Sutherland had been put to flight. The

far] of Cromartie made Skelbo his headquarters while preparing for Culloden,

put Jater moved to Dunrobin. His force set off for the battle, but was
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SKELBO ACCOUNTS

S 1756 --- 1787

22

The fortunes of the estate of Skelbo fell on evil times in the 18th
century following upon the forfeiture of the estate when Kenneth Lord
Duffus supported the 0ld Pretender. Lands were mortgaged and the Duffus
family were deep in debt.

The Court of Session appointed James Maclean as factor for Skelbo for
a period of thirteen years 1743 - 55 inclusive. Dugald Gilchrist of
Ospisdale followed Maclean . In 1756 the money rent income was £1315-12-0 .,
Rents ceme from the Brae of Dalnamain » Wester Aberscross , Invershin ’
Achinduich and its pendicle Achimore. In connexion with the last three
properties there was a wintering income. Pittentrail was let to Donald
Sutherland and Invershin to Donald Ross.

The victual rent of a little more than 200 bolls at £7 per boll
brought in £1404-16-3 . Expenses included stipends and schoolmasters'
salaries for Dornoch , Creech , Rogart » and Golspie ,There were also
payments to the woodkeeper at Achinduich , dues for herrying hawks at
Kinnauld , and passage dues at Ferryoons . In 1758 repairing the mill of
Skelbo cost £96-17-2 . Another account was £12 for raising bulwarks
against water at Dalnamain and there was inclosure expense of £54 at
Auclea Padrick .

In 1760 John Sutherland's account of £126 was for building the office
and garden dykes of the manse of Dornoch., The factor's salary was £120,
In addition to the usual payments for stipends and teachers' salaries in
1761 there was a bill for manse repairs for Creech where Hugh Rose was
minister.

A proportion of old Lady Duffus's jointure was paid in 1763 to Lisuten-
ants John and Walter Gray . Alexander Xackenzie , W.S. in 1765 rendered
an account for procedure against Rearguhar for surplus rents of Xinnauld
and in 1768 Mackenzis was paid for defending the process concerned with
the marches of Grubie. )

The main item in 1769 was repairing the house of Skelbo. Filliam
Sutherland of Aberscross for his repair work got £131=4=11 sterling an:
Hugh Falconer for timber was paid £32-11-0 sterling. Another repair
account was £5-3-0 as freight charge from Lovat to Skelbo. The total <or
the Skelbo house repair work was £2027 =T7=0,

The year 1771 brought expenditure for repairz %o *he 51:: oT Zormocnx,
the schoolhouse of Dornoch and the house of Skelbo. 3y 177: thera yers

schoolmasters’ salaries to be paid for BEvelick , 3larick

Aberscross/
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Aibar3eras In addiisn o thosa ZoT. Sornoch » AC3ZATT 1nd Imlstis,

Tha accounts Zor tha Zollowing Jrar i775 10%3d Shad Sha vadast lands
27 deiXkla Torboll 2ad been rodeemed and Jaquasiratad and Hroughi ia
money and 7ictual rents worsth 2£434-9-4 , Tanants had also %0 pay fox duss
and thers was the repair of the cathedral of Dormoch repaid by the
Bxchequer £300-7-11 , Rebuilding the manses of Dornoch md Rogart were the
main items of expense 1775.

Por 1778 income included the rent of thirty six seats in the church
of Rogart charged on the tenants and expenses were incurred in repairing
the kirk and schoolhouse of Golspie. Improvements were made in 1780 at
Knock Arthur and Altivuilt . Two years later 1782 the estate had to
distribute 738 bolls seed victual because of the " uncommon failure "™
of that year's crop but this was recovered later from the tenanis.

The rebuilding of the mansion house of Blairich in 1784 was paid by
the tenant as additional rent. In 1785 the mill of Meikle Torboll had
to be repaired . Arrears " considered as desperate ™ were listed in 1786
those named were - Charles Sutherland , William Innes and Dorald Camp
all in Wester Aberscross ; Donald Ross , Invershin ; Christian McKay ,
Milntown ; John Grant , Bsster Aberscross ; Robert Meckay , Jonn

Sutherland and James Sutherland of Pronsy , all in Knock Arthup; Alexander
HcKay , Moriness.

By whit 1787 #William Keith , accountant at Edinburgh , had nade up
the accounts and the scheme of division of the estate of Skelbo among
the creditors of the deceased James and Kenneth , Lords Duffue .

Keith was one of the family of Xeith of Ravelston in the parisk of
Corstorphine now the western suburb of Bdinburgh.

In the final settlement the Countess of Sutherland paid Alexander
Mackenzie , the lawyer who purchased Skelbo for her y the suz o?
£21,400. The accounts of Skelbo estate 1743 - 1787 are one 02 <%ha
byways of Highland history.

But Skelbo Castle is a great landmark on “he Alzhway of Zecsiiah
nistory from ii3 association with *he Commissicners awveliiing znz ir-ival
of the idaid of lorway to ita occupation d¥ “The Zarl o7 Zromar--
Jacobite force.

To-day it I3 1 3ad -uin Zaced wi*h *he “hresti of demolitizz, Tat sa:

3pirit of *the thin »ed line is 3tirring in The orth arnz =k
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Deax lMadam R — e . ' — e —_—
SKELBO CASTLE

Thank you for writing last month to the Chief Inspector to intimate that you have
learned that there is a possibility of works of demolition being carried out at
Skelbo Castle. I presumed that you have advised the local plamning authority. :
It would be helpful, especially to my colleagues in the Historic Buildings Division
of the Directorate, to learn what details you have of the proposals,

Skelbo Castle is listed in the ocontext of the house as a building of special
architectural and historio interest, We agree the high importanoce of the Castle,
but since it is already afforded one form of statutory protection we do not believe
that adding another form of protection by scheduling it as an ancient monument of
national importance would be helpful at this junocture, With the present constraints
of finance and staffing that 1ie upon us, I am afraid.that we should not be able to .
see our way to taking the building into direot cars even if we had an offer of the
building from the owner, "

The best answer here would be the repair of the whole complex, the ruined parts being
consolidated in their present state, the house either oconsolidated as it stands or
possibly reinstated as "t'ﬂwelling{thongh--it must be sald thet it-would not Bake -

a particularly convenient dwelling), Such a project, taking in also the sizeable
costs of preliminary archaeological investigations needed and the professional fees
for the architect who would have to be in charge of the works, would involve a very
large finoncial commitment from most or all of which the owner would get no beneficial
return; and by which most owners wovld be deterred even if there were a prospect of

limited grant aid.

We do not know whether you have been in contaot with the owner, and if '5.-“’ whether
views have been exchanged on any possibility of even limited works, We should be
interested to learn of any exchanges which might point to a way forward.

Yours rutw ' ' : , |
«? I/L\ é '
R M Russell _ : ‘
o .
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SKELBO CASTLE DORNOCH SUTHERLAND
-]
) A meeting was convened by L,J.J,Sutherland, Clan Sutherland Society
;historian, on Wednesday, 2nd April 19586, jointly with the Skelbo Trust and
Dornoch Heritage Society, to which representatives of many organisations
concerned with the conservation of historic buildings and the countryside
were invited in order to contribute their prefessional views about the
future care of the Skelbo ruins, -

The programme also included & tour of the Castle and Hall House, and
a reception, by courtesy of Mr Michael Alexander, at Skelbo House, with the
opportunity to see the Exhibit created by the Royal Commizsion on the ;
Ancient Monumenis and Historic Builiings of Scotland, iilustrating the |
physical condition of the Castle and Hall House when surveyed by them, A
paper had been prepared, and circulated, by mr Daniel Sutherland to which
he spoke, reviewing the history of the buldings anc their present condition,
which hes recently deteriorated, He outiined the varicus ortions availsable
for the care of the structures so that they may be preserved tor tuture
generations, In the tirst instance urgent ma.ntenance is needed; altinately
scme torm of reconstruction wculd be ideal.

Tne meeting was opened tor discussion by Mr Ailexander, who invited
comment aznd advice, He hoped to be ablc to undertake short term measures

repair the castle wall, but the house is in a poor state, It could be

rebuilt to match its original appearance, either by an individual owner or .
by some public body, who could make it an educational centre, but the Estsate
would not wish to forego the privacy and peace of Skelbo House and loch Fleet
such as 1is enjoyed by many at the moment,
D.S5., 1LIne Clan Sutherland feel an involvement insofar es the history of Skelbo
is a part of the Clcn history, and they will be glad to support any rescue
operations, and raise public awareness, They have extensive obligetions .
within the Clan Society and cannot undertake any further financial committment,
J.B., The other leocel societies are all in the same position, but have a
Hesire to see Lhe buildings preserved,

J.D;: They are Listed Buildings, w+hich implies that the owner is obliged

is not done, the Flanning Authority may step in and repair or meintain, and
charge the owner accordingly., The purpose of listing buildings is to draw
together as wide a range of interests as possible, The time may come ”
when sefety considerations can teke over from Listed Buildings considerations, |

ge Highland Regional Council have it in their power to direct demolition, in
dich case the landowner would be responsible for the cost.

s, 0, D, 1T tne lendowner tinds it impossible to maintain buildings, then a

szie must be considered an alternative., It is improbesble that any public
tfund-donating body would cffer I00f ( or snywhere near this) grant, Since the
house if restored, could ove used =zs g dweliing, there is every likelihood

that a rurchaser might be found who would restore it to an acceptably authentic
sppesrance, but suitable itor use as a residence, A stone by stone reconst-
ruction would not be necessary - in fact modern materisls could be used lor
strengthening internally, provided that the general appeareance was in character
1.B. Such & sale is best handled by_the'owner, since if publicly tunded, g
E?Eat many funding bcdies might require to impose conditions, for instar.ce,
provision tor public access, The owner can exercise the greatest power over
what is done, and he should obtain advice as to how to achieve the desired
results,

The opinion was expressed by several of those present that such renovation

need not cost an exhorbitant amount,
M.A, If the house was restored privately, it might restrict access to it
which would preclude it as a Tourist attraction,
Mrs J.D, instanced the sale of a building of historic interest but in =

delapidated condition, through advertising in the Quday Times. which had
. ’ "
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for public viewing in Dornoch for the rest of the week, could be a valuabie
eid to publicity for selling the site;  the reconstruction sketches would be

* of great interest, Copyright on the material is held by the Commission
who undoubtedly would give permission for it to be used,

. l.A, summarizing the discussion said he would report the options to the
Trustees :

a, sell to a purchaser who will do what is required and dedrable
to restore the building |( the house,

b, restoration by the itrustees, referring back to those bodies who
have expressed so much concern, to explore the prospects for
tinancial assistance,

c., the compromise, which is to maintein the fabric, and rreventing
further erosion, allowing public access by a safe route ( which
may of itself lead to further damage,)

He encuired whether labouring help might be forthcoming,

J.6, It is doubful whether any would be available in the area, M,S.C.

scnemes planned for Dornoch area are already committed for a two year periog,

and .there is a shortage of workers who cualify for such teams,/Mr Alexander
was asked if he would inform the convener of the meeting of the” Trrustees
dfcision.é/lf necessary a furthegy meeting could teke place in September,
ana / or okelbo Buiiuings Trust could be tormed, This could give no
financial help itself, butcould ensure that every avenue of help, both
inancial and professional,could be approached,

Meanwhile notes of this meeting would be circuiated,

Apologies are ofiered for eny inaccuracies in reporting, or if comments

have been attributed to tne wrong person! (3.R.)

-

Farticipents Initials Representing
m.Alexander M.A, Skelbo Estate
Countess of Sutherland Clzan Sutherland -
D.J.J.Sutherland D.S. "
Mrs N.K.Sutherlana "
Miss A.Riches AR, Scottish Development Department
John Luncan J.L. Highland Region. #Arehitect Plaun o
John Gerrerd Scettish Civic ‘trust ,’-F*_
A.McKay Johnson A.,McK.J, Bailiol College
Flliot Rudi€ Sutherland Historical & ArchaeolSoc:
mMiss S.Read S.R. "
Jemes Bell J.B. Sutherland District Ccuncil
. Dornociy Heritage Society
jerry keating ‘ Nature Conservancy Council
Kenneth laylor xscottish Wiidlife Trust
prs J Durham ) Mrs J.D. kﬂeritage Society for Scotland
Jan begg Prclitizel = 1.3, "
_. Oliphant &.m, oniy Scottish Tourist Board

5imon Bradford "

Lennox Savage | LLGL&ﬁ%Cﬁl*&f [éfuﬁ%%@ 45&%: f;y
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Skelbo Castle and House
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A short listing of Skelbo Castle and House extracted from -~
The Fortified Houses of Scotland by Nigel Tranter,

SKELBO CASTIE -

The gaunt and battered remains of the ancient and powerful stronghold of
the Sutherlands, Lords of Duffus, stands on a defensive rocky site above
the south shore of the tidal Looh Fleet, four miles north of Dornoch,
There is however an early 17th century house still standing within the
broken curtain-walling of the old castle, and although this is in a bad
state of repair, the proprietor is at least considering restoration,

. Dating from so much later than the rest of the castle - which may be of

the 14th century - and on g lower level of the uneven site, this building
would seem to have been 4 more or less new construction, erected against the
old curtain-walling, rather than merely a wing added or altered. It is'a
lenghtly oblong block of two storeys and a garret, lying approximately
north and south, containing a range of vaulted cellars in the basement. "
The first floor now contains only the one large chamber, though it probably
was subdivided originally, and the garret floor above hag gone. There are
signs that there may have been further building to the south, The masonry

is of rough red sandstone rubble,

The building has obviously been greatly altered and adapted at various
periods, most of the windows having been enlarged or built up, with new

‘ doorways opened. But certain original features remain, The arched doorway
towards the north end still retains its slot for a massive door-bar, A
relieving arch surmounts the window immediately to the south, and a small
loophole window survives between the doors at the south end. The walling
is topped by an eaves course, and the north-eastern skewputt is decorated
by a carved mask. Internally, little of interest remains, but there has
been a large arched fireplace in the north gable, presumably the kitchen.
The Sutherlands of Skelbo were a branch of the same family as the Earls of
Sutherland, who likewise sprang from the famous Freskin de Moravia, founder
of the Moray or Murray family, They seem to have gravitated north from Moray
at an early date, no doubt marrying heiresses. The Skelbo 1line, however, in due
course went back, or at least re-establighed contaot with Moray, for they
inherited the great lordship of Duffus in the 14th century. They seem to have
continued to make Skelbo their main domicile, however ~ and a turbulent line they
were., William Sutherland, Lord of Duffus, was killed by Clan Gunn, at Thurso
in 1530, in a squabble over the Bishopric of Caithness, and hig son and heir

., - Atean .
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His son, Alexander, attacked and sacked the nearby town of Dormoch in 1567,
and again in 1570, 0ddly enough, we read that the next yYear, having put
to death certain sureties who had surrendered to his ally the Earl of
‘Caithness, he became overcome with remorse ahd pined away to his grave.
The laird who succeeded in 1616 was rash enough to carry off the tiend-
sheaves already paid to the young Ear]l of Sutherland, depositing them

in his own barns at Skelbo, until forced by the Sheriff to disgorge,

The part of the castle with which we are concerned seems to have been
built by the son of thisg laird, created a peer by Charles the First,

Reportlon the State of the Buildings at Present -

Castle Wallsg -

The walls are constructed of approximately 1 metre thick solid masonry

set in old mortar and in the main do not offer, at the moment, any great
danger except in certain areas, The walls have been partially weakened

in two or three areas due to the erosion of the footings by rabbits and
sheep and this has cauged holes varying from 2 metres to 3 metres long -

by up to 2 metres high with loose masonry above and to both sides. These
holes will increase in due course and other sections of the walls which are
algso presently being undermined will eventually collapse, leaving the wall
in a very dangerous state within a few years. 7

At the crest of the hill the curtain-walling had at one time passages built
into it, so that the stonework instead of being a dense mass is honeycombed
with openings and this area, due to the weaker construction, is very likely
to collapse in the near future due to weathering and erosion.

Adjoining the above area is a freestanding mass of stonework which is
unsupported and still remaing standing, only due to its sheer weight,
but again the weathering and erosion will eventually cause to collapse,

House -

The house is in a very bad state of repair throughout, The most dangerous
area being the South gable which has a split the full heigth of the building,
varying from 1 metre wide to nothing and this will cause at least one of the
corners to collapse within a short time,

The Toof has collapsed into the house leaving the stone barrel vaulted roof to
two of the ground floor roams exposed and this will causge the roof to collapse
within a few years,

A number of stone lintols have weathered rather badly and it is doubtful if
they are really still supporting the stonework above them,

General -

The house and walls are easily accessible to the general public and there ig
quite a danger from falling masonry at the present time and this will increage
in the future,

The properties are listed buildings and whatever discussion ig taken it wil)]
have to be in accordance with the Planning Authority's recommendations;




Possible Decisions —

The three options open for the making safe of these buildings ares-

1s Demolition of the walls and house to a height which will still
allow the location of the walls to be seen by anybody interested,

This would involve a great deal of expensive remedial works to
be carried out after the partial demolition, to ensure that the
walls would not further collapse in a few years,

2. A protective fence to be erected around the site with no access
permitted to the general public. This would be again an expensgive
solution and alsgo a very obtrusive detract from the area,

3. Total demolition would be the cheapest and easiest way out of the
problem, but would bring an outcry from the various bodies who want
to preserve thege historical buildings.

It would appear that very little funding could be found to preserve the
buildings and a conflict of interest would arise if the buildings were to
be totally demolighed, I therefore feel that any decision reached by the
Authority would take a while to be implemented and I would suggest that
signs be erected initially to warn of the dangers to anybody entering the
area,
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SCHEDULE

)

There shall be deleted from the said list:-

a. item nuater 10 - "Skelbo Housgiby Skelbo Castle" - in Dornoch Parish

There shall be added to the said list:-

a. Item aumber 10 - "Skelbo Castle snd House within Castle Enclosure'" -~ in Dornoch Parish



INFORIATION

STPPLEMSNTARY 70 THE STATUICRY 1TIST

s . This information has nd legal significance, nor 4n errors
STATUTORY LIST or omissions nullify or otherwise affect statutcry listing
(1) (2) (3) (L) ~ . (5) (65 (7) (8)
NAME OF BUILDING || ITE4 ATE OF —— ~rm MA T T
:&ND/OR ADDRESS NO LISTING B DESCRIPTION vl REF uE..:Rth.J H0T=S
SKELBO STEADING {1l. 20.12.79 Mid-later 19th century, large U-plan B NH 791 James Loch, An Probably incorpor-
single storey and loft range enclosing 950 Account of the ates some of 1812

5-bay gabled range of cattle courts,
presenting symmetrical 7-bay crowstepped
gabled frontage to east. All rubble
with tooled rubble dressings. Outer

Improvements of

the Estates of
Lord Stafford

(1820) pl.13.

steading planned
during early 19th
century improvemen
to Sutherland

b s

and centre ranges slightly higher; outer A Tenton and estates.
gables have ground floor doorway, B Walker, The
“a flanking window and centre loft window Rural Architecture
with apex stacks. Wide round headed of Scotland, 1931
arched entrances, with double leaf doors, pp 72, 109.
to centre 5 bays, each with centre loft
vent; centre gabled with apex bellcote.
Slate roofs.
DISTRICT....e.... SUTHERLARD ... PARISH..vu.... DO RN Piaz ro... 2




STATUTORY LIST

INTORNII0N

"PPLEMZNTARY 70 THE STATUTORY

This infortiation has m legal significance, no:

LIST

48 errors

or om*ssions nullsify or otherwise affect statutc:y listing
(1) (2) (3) (L) - . (%) (6) {(7) (3)
NAME OF BUILDING || ITEx ATE CF o MAPp N -
AND/OR ADDRESS NO LISTING DESCRIPTION CAT ~TF REFERENCE NOTES
SKELBO 10 56 %5 Castle: ruins of 1l4th century keep on B NH 792 National Monuments | This complex of
CASTLE AND HOUSE motte at NW angle of enclosure. Linking 952 Record of Scotland. buildings, while
WITHIN CASTLE enclosure wall to later house at SW. Survey drawings. in poor condition}
ENCLOSURE House: late 16th century, altered early is listed because
18th century. 2-storey, south facing of both the his-
5-bay house. Rubble with ashlar dressings. torical and archit
Ground Floor barrel vaulted longitudinaily, tectural interest|
possibly reusing part of an earlier An investigation
S structure within the castle complex. 1 of the site by
flat-headed, 1 round-headed and one modesn RCAHMS has revealg
enlarged entrance in ground floor; irregy- the possibility of
lar ground floor fenestration and 1 arrow the hpuse origin-
slit/gun loop. 2 lst floor entrances ally being akin
leading originally to 2 self-contained to Border.bastle
upper units, set in roll mouldings, 1 construction.
. in E gable approached by ramp, 1 partially
blocked in S front. lst floor windows
asymmetrical, some now blocked. 3 lst
floor windows to rear (N) elevation.
Single small attic windows in each crow-
stepped gable. Moulded eaves cornice. 2
carved mask skewputts survive (N of bearded
man, S of woman with ruff). 1 end stack
survives. Melness slate roof and stone
ridge in poor condition.
T —
DISTRICT.........SUTEERLAND . . . .......... PaRTsy.. .. DORNOCH monm an DA

.......................
-




THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND
formerly The Scottish Georgian Society

Highland Group

7 Leys Drive,
INVERNESS.

10th May, 1985.

Michael Alexander, Esq.,
48 Eaton Place,
LONDON. SW1.

Dear Mr. Alexander,

e wish to express our great concern about the future of Skelbo Castle, which is of
considerable historie importance not only to the people of Sutherland, but also to
the whole of Scotland.

As you know, this listed building is in urgent need of repair because of its

dangerous condition. We would urge you to give Skelbo the chance to have a historic
future as well as a historic past by either instructing works of comsolidation or by /
allowing a careful restoring purchaser to do so. d

We would be.most willing to put you in contact with several parties who might be
interested in undertaking such work if you feel that you are unable to tackle the
problem. Our deep desire is to see a happy outcome to Skelbo's present difficulties
and we would like to offer you our help in resolving this matter as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely,

Janet H. Sutherland,
(Hon. Chairman)

similar letter to:

Representatives of Sarah J. Alexander,
per Grossman, Block and Ketith,

Cross Lanes,
London Road,
GUILDFORD GU1 1T,

Head Office, 5b Forres Street, Edinburgh EH3 6B]



BUILDING (SCOTLAND) ACTS 1959 AND 1970
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS OF HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE
SKELBO CASTLE, EDDERCHALDER OR CALDA HOUSE

AND ARDVRECK CASTLE

There was submitted Memornadum dated 19 March, 1985, from the Master of Works,
together with reports on the above three properties which are in a dangerous '
condition and visited by the general public and which are not subject to
straightforward Demolition Order and with recommendations as to possible action.
In speaking further to his Memorandum, the Master of Works advised the Committee
to approach the Ancient Monuments section of Scottish Development Department ‘
to take over the maintenance of Skelbo and Ardvreck Castles, the house at

Skelbo and Calda House in his opinion béing beyond repair and both presented

a serious threat to the general public.

Skelbo Castle and House . , ‘ '

The Divisional Planning of'ficer pointed out that Skelbo Castle was not a Listed
Building and thgt'he had written-to the proprietor through Messrs. Arthur and
‘rmichael, Solicitors, Dornoch, pointing out the -dangerous state of the
operty. . .

pistrict Councillor J. K. Bell, although not a member of the Committee, was
permitted to speak on behalf of the Dornoch Heritage Society and quoted from a
book referring to Skelbo Castle in the 13th century and Skelbo House in the
17th century and both properties were held in high esteem by the Society and
should be preserved at all costs.

After discussion, the Committee agread that thé nroprietors be asked to erect a
protective fence round the site with. an appropriate warning sign as to the danger =
to anybody entering the area and that an approach be made ‘to the Ancient Monuments
Section of Scottish Development Department  for help or guidance.

’

Calda House and Ardvreck Castle

District Councillor I. M. MacAulay asked for the Castle to be acquired by the
Authority by compulsory purchase as well as the house; the properties made -
safe and thereaffer maintained by a Trust composed of local people, e.g.
ge Community Council. He appreciated that Calda House was perhaps beyond
ving but that Ardvreck Castle should be preserved at all costs.

The Divisional Planning Officer stated that Calda House was lvageable -
and was in an extremely dangerous condition and to preservéigﬁé;%gg?Tégﬁgﬁfﬁ—
be very expensive - the Regional Council having consideréd the matter of
preservation of the Castle a number of years ago' and were prohibited from doing
so by astronomical costs but every effort should be made to preserve it due

to its historical significance. ' ' '

After discussion, it was agreed that the proprietor be asked to erect fencing
and notices for Ardvreck Castle andCalda House, that a Section 13 Not.ice be
served for Calda House, and that Regional Council be asked to serve Repairs
Notice for Listed Building on the owner, consideration to be ‘given to
compulsory purchase by the Region. It was further agreed that a careful watch
be kept to ensure that the building is not demolished following the service of

any statutory notice on the proprietor.’

PLANNING SECTION/....




Item Mo. 10 on Planning Agentz

Highland

Department of Planning Highland Regional Council Telephone 0862 810495
John J. McMillan ' Divisional Planning Office .
Divisional Planning Officer ' District Council Offices '
Sutherland Division . The Meadows
Dornoch
|
preaseasktor - Mr McMillan ourcet PL16 Skelbo Castle
. “JIM/EAS ,
Your rel ~ Oate 15 4. 1985

Extension No

The Clerk to the Divisional Plaﬁning Committee,

Council Offices,
Main Street,
Dornoch.

‘ Dear Sir,

Town_and Country Planning (Scotland) 1972 (Section 56)
Building Preservation Notice-Skelbo Castle.

o

' I would be obliged if the Divisional Planning Committee could be
given an item,to.discuss the above subject during the forthcoming meeting.

There is a division of opinion between S5.D.D. Historic Buildings and
Monuments Department and this office as to whether Skelbo Castle has the
stgtus gf 3 Listed Building or not. S.D.D's opinion is, that the Castle
being w;thln the curtilage of Skelbo House, and in the.same ownership, -
automgt;cal;y has the protection of the tisting applied to Skelbo House.
My opinion is, that the Castle is 200M distant from the house, , and does
not fall within the catergory of outbuilding or specific feature described

in 5.D0.D's memorandum, extract attached.

It should be noted that until 1984, the Castle was a Listed Bufldinc.
but tha§ the reyised Combined Statutory and Descriptive List of Buildingé
‘ of Special Architectural and Historic Interest for Sutherland District, zs
at 7th March 1984 clearly excluded Skelbo Castle. In my opinion it is .
unlikely that the suggested extension of the Listing for Skelbo House tc
the Castle - some 200M distant would obtain in the event of'a formal
appeal situation. .

In Fhis situation, the S.D.D. should be required formally to
catergorise Fhe status of the Castle, in order that the Planning Authorizy
is clear in its approach towards any necessary safeguarding action.

) [t should also be noted that the description given to Skelbo House :n
the revised 1984 Descriptive List, mentions that the House is close to
Skelbo Castle, a Scheduled Monument. It is now admitted by $.D.D. that the

Castle is not a Scheduled Monument.

Yours faithfully,
Ytum Q- Mol

Divisional Planning Officer.

Sutherland Division is one of 8 Divisions of the Department of. Planning, the Heaqu.ar(eys of which is a Reg
; . 1cnat




such as shutters, pelmet béx‘es or curtain rods, panellin'g; ornamcntal'plastcr, wood
and paintwork; on‘ginai wall coverings; reliefs and statuary; fixed tapestries, tilework
and mosaics; niches and pediments; floors where ancient or decoratively treated in
wood, marble, mosaic etc; balusters, newel posts, and tread ends; and any fixed
furniture, such as bank or bar counters, or other fixtures of good .quality down to
about 1930. Any subdivision of rooms, particulirly in the principal apartments and

0

staircases, may be regarded as affecting the character.

8. Inthe case of industrial buildings listed wholly or partly for the interest of their
workings, elements likely to contribute “char‘acter" include all fixed machinery more
than about 40 years old. In the c.ase of cottages and smaller houses without designed
finishes, and buildings listed largely for group value, character need not be
regarded as being affected by minor mternal alteratlons unlcss the building retains
interesting features such as box beds etc in a good state of preservation. Alterations
to plumbing will not require consént imless the fitments are of unique interest. Very
particular consideration should be given to those houses of tth: mid 18th century and
earlier which have retair;ed their origihal interior work throughout, or any building
which has particularly rich and consistent interior work. Lack of reference to such
interior work in the dcscriptivq.lists should not be taken as evidence that none
exists, or that it is of little importance. It has not been. possible for the invcstigéting

staff to examine the interior of every building listed.

1

Curtilages ‘
9. These may be regarded as the area attached to and containing the structure
and its outbuildings. The features he're which contribute to the character of the
Building will inctude the actual ground, .particularly it this is covered by any
traditional or original form of paving: basement areas. steps and railings; gates and
walls; any items within the curlilugc such as sculpture, sundials, urns, fountains and
other ornaments; and consx.rvatones. grcenhouses garden houses, mews and ancillary
buildings such as stables, LOdthOUSCS laundnes and brewhouses. These can in

certain cases call for as much care in the consideration of applications for listed

building consent as the main building itself. Old garden-walls can somgtimes contain

‘55
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however, but was seized at Skibo Castle by the Sinclair Earl of
Caithness, still a child, and forced to marry that earl’s daughter,
the profligate Lady Barbara Sinclair, twice his age, Caithness
meantime taking up residence at Dunrobin. However, on attaining
his majority he managed to divorce the lady, and married instead
the Lady Jean Gordon, whom Bothwell had just divorced in
order to marry Mary Queen of Scots. Their son was the 13th
earl, whose son built the 17th-century extensions. He was much
involved in the religious wars, opposed Montrose in his cam-
paigns, and with 1,000 men arrived just too late to take part in
the Battle of Dunbar against Cromwell. The 18th earl died young
in 1766 leaving only a year-old daughter, the greatest landowner
in Britain. She it was who later married the Marquis of Stafford,
and they were created Duke and Duchess of Sutherland—the in-
stigators of the notorious Sutherland Clearances.

Today, although still in the possession of a Countess of Suther-
Jand in her own right, Dunrobin is used as 2 school.

SKELBO CASTLE

The gaunt and battered remains of the ancient and powerful
stronghold of the Sutherlands, Lords of Duffus, stands on a de-
fensive rocky site above the south shore of the tidal Loch Fleet,
four miles north of Dornoch. There is however an easly 17th-
century house still standing within the broken curtain-walling of
the old castle, and although this is in a bad state of repair;-the—
ietor-is-at-least-considering-restoration:

.Dating from so much later than the rest of the castle—which
may be of the 14th century—and on a lower level of the uneven
site, this building would seem to have been a more or less new
construction, erected against the old curtain-wall, rather than
merely a wing added or altered. It is 2 lengthy oblong block of
two storeys and a garret, lying .oproximately north and south,
containing 2 range of vaulted cellars in the basement. The first
floor now contains only the one large chamber, though it pro-
bably was subdivided originally, and the garret floor above has
gone. There are signs that there may have been further building
to the south” The masonry is of rough red sandstone rubble.

The building has obviously been greatly altered and adapted at
various periods, most of the windows having been enlarged or
built up, with new doorways opened. But certain original features
remain, The arched doorway towards the north end still retains
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its slot for.a massive door-bar. A relieving arch surmounts the
window immediately to the south, and a small loophole window
survives between the doors at the south end. The walling is topped
by an eaves course, and the nestheesstesn skewputt is decorated
-by a carved mask. Internally, little of interest remains, but there
has been a large arched fiteplace in the north gable, presumably
the kitchen. '

The Sutherlands of Skelbo were a branch of the same family
as the Earls of Sutherland, who likewise sprang from the famous
Freskin de Moravia, founder of the Moray or Murray family.
They seem to have gravitated north from Moray at an early date,
no doubt marrying heiresses. The Skelbo line, however, in due
course went back, or at least re-established contact with Moray,
for they inherited the great lordship of Duffus in the 14th century.

They seem to have continued to make Skelbo their main domicile,

however—and a turbulent line they were. William Sutherland,
Lord of Duffus, was killed by Clan Guan, at Thurso, in 1530,
in a squabble over the Bishopric of Caithness, and his son and

 heir was thrown into prison by the Privy Council for the scale of

his reprisals. His son, Alexander, attacked and sacked the nearby
town of Dornoch in 1567, and again in 1570- Oddly enough, we
read that the next year, having put to death certain sureties who
had surrendered to his ally the Earl of Caithness, he became over-
come with remorse and pined away to his grave. The laird who
succeeded in 1616 was rash enough to catry off the tiend-sheaves
already paid to the young Earl of Sutherland, depositing them in
‘his own barns at Skelbo, until forced by the Sheriff to disgorge.
The part of the castle with which we are concerned seems to have
been built by the son of this laird, created a peer by Charles the
First.

FHS M [x77]
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Threat to Skelbo Castle

Quarry House,
Aberlady, East Lothian,
April 23, 1985
. Sir, — It has been reported
to me that Skelbo Castle, five
miles north of Dornoch, in
East Sutherland, is under dire
threat. Long a_ ruin, but a
substantial one, it has recently
suffered a collapse of one part
of the walling, and certain
authorities, considering it a
danger, propose to take the
easy course of either demolish-
ing it entirely or reducing the
walls to a mere metre high, to
show where a once-historic
building stood.
This, I feel strongly, would
be a grave mistake, and a
failure to protect part of our

heritage for present and future.

generations. Skelbo could still
be saved, either restored entir-

ely to be a habitable house.

again. — I have been involved

in - the restoration of - many -

much worse-decayed castles
than this; or else taken into the

vardianship of the Ancient
ﬁlonuments Board and- pre-
served as a “respectable ruin.”

The far North-east of Scot-

land is not sufficiently well
represented by historic -sites -

and places to visit that the

- authorities should sacrifice

such an example. At Skelbo,
Edward Hammer of the Scots’
commissioners were told of the
death of the Maid of Norway,
heiress to the Scots throne, in
1290, a disaster from which
stemed the Wars of Indepen-
dence and all the efforts of

- Wallace and Bruce.

It was the seat of the power-
ful and turbulent family of the
Sutherlands, Lords of Duffus,

“descended from the ancient
“line of de Moravia — who

ave name to all the Murrays.
hese Sutherlands inherited
Duffus, in Moray, in the four-

teenth century but seem to
have continued to make Skelbo
their main domicile, not this
present building, which is an
early seventeenth-century one,
but - the gaunt and battered
ruins nearby.

They were a wild lot, one
imprisoned by the Privy Coun-

“cil for reprisals on Clan Gunn

— which must have been eye-
brow-raising indeed, for the
sixteenth-century Privy Coun-
cil was not easily provoked by
such peccadillos; one sacked
the town of Dornoch in 1567,
and again, for good measure in
1570, another allegedly pined
away with remorse for having

- slaughtered sundry hostages

committed to his keeping.

No doubt there were less
dramatic representatives of the
line, of whom by the nature of
things we hear less. but Skelbo
made its impact on the story
of Scotland, and it certainly

ought not to become a victim
of the demolisher.

Also in Sutherland, as it
happens, there are two other
ancient landmarks very much
at risk, Ardvreck Castle, where
the great Montrose was
betrayed to his death, and
Calda House nearby, erected in
1660 by Kenneth Mackenzie,
3rd Earl of Seaforth. Of the
former only a broken part
remains and is deteriorating,
despite the efforts of local folk
and others to involve the pre-
sent owner in some sort of
preservation; the latter only
the gaunt shell of a former
proud mansion.

To . let these, particularly
Ardvreck, disappear now,
would be a sorry dereliction of
responsibility. Scotland, if it is
to have any worthy future,
must cherish its past.

Nigel Tranter.

I
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Many people are
concerned that when
their homes are
’listed’” for their
historic or architec-
tural interest, they
will be prevented
from making altera-
tions, with a conse-
quent loss in value or
amentiy.

Here Miss ANNE
RICHES, Inspector of
Historic Buildings for the
Directorate of Historic
Buildings and Ancient
Monuments in Edinburgh,
who visited Golspie for a
re-survey of listed
buildings last week, ex-
plains here why revision
of the Secretary of State’s
lists is necessary.

The lists were drawn up
between 1956 and
1967, when the whole

Preserving our Heritage

building history and a much
wider interest generally in
heritage matters, to understand
how limited, in practical terms,
the state of knowledge was 30
years ago.

In the intervening time interest
has broadened to encompass the
smaller buildings which give so
much character to our towns,

villages and rural estates — the |

supporting cast if you like — also
the growing interest in the social
and economic history of Britain
has introduced new types of
buildings for consideration, most
importantly industrial structures.

The lists are made in the first
instance for the guidance of the
local planning authority, in the
case of Highland Region that is
the Regional Council, They are
part of the planning framework
and have a clear statutory basis
in Section 52 of the Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act.

When seen in the context of
the overall planning controls the
lists are less formidable.
Everyone, regardiess of listing, is
subject to certain planning con-
straints. The listing introduces

the architectural and historic
value of a particular building can
be considered when alterations,
re-use or demolition are pro-
posed.

In the majority of cases
owners are sympathetic to their
buildings and propose alterations
which are in keeping with or do
not detract from their character.
N some cases the expert advice
available through the planning
authority or the Historic
Buildings and Monuments Direc-
torate can help to resolve
specific difficulties,

Listed building consent is re-
quired for alterations affecting
the character of a building or
demolition and this is obtained
through the local planning
authority. In all cases the plan-
ning authority, if it proposes to
grant listed building consent,
must notify the Secretary of
State. The Historic Buildings and
Monuments Directorate case-
work inspectors, who have par-
ticular expertise in assessing
proposals for historic buildings,
may recommend that the deci-
sion be left to the planning

Elevation lookinq w.
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Roads committee chairman Mr

corge Mclver and Mr George

urray, the local councillor, had
been asked to have another look at
. the uncontrolled railway level
crossing at Broomﬁel'd. Rogart, to
see what further action could be
taken to lessen the risk of
accidents,

s %

Mr George Sinclair, a_former

had
. Dornoch Academy pupil,
Macleodkll Shan South — A R received two special prizes as
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This ““exploded’” view of the ruined medieval Skelbo House, on Loch Fleet, shows gg‘msdme; ;l,) ""u’ilt’cll? ‘"Strg’et, leading Scottish ,Ea,'ryuiwgggtt:e
the potential for its renovation — if someone was prepared to spend a fortune on Joh‘:l"bl Helmsdale, qo-.y V1€~ Auchenchruive, Ayr.
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A drpyes te s . h Rialiodid 2 . Strathy — Mr Jack Sinclair, who
it. It rates a “’B listing, for its local and historic significance. Alexandﬁ"ag Bighouse, Me{vich; ;(;relnofgrierve at Cyderhall Farm,

ampbell, Melvich, Dornoch, for 24 years.
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{Continued from Page 2)

standards for listing are adhered
to. Inevitably thére are some
local wvariations; for instance,
Puiteney-town in Wick is of
modest architectural interest
which might not attract atten-
tion in Edinburgh’s New Town or
the West End of Glasgow, but
when seen in the local context, it
is an unusual piece of planning
with historic associations with
the British Fisheries Society’s
activities.

In Ullapool, where the Society
was also active, the planning
lay-out can still be appreciated
but the houses were either not
built or have now been too
altered to permit any real visual
experience of the original con-
ception.

Consistency is an ingredient
lacking from the first lists which
often reflected specific interests
of the fieldwork inspectors. To-
day the scrutiny is much tighter.
The fieldwork inspectors, who
are all architectural historians,
concentrate on substantial
geographical areas in order that
they can become familiar with
building types and techniques,
the work of local architects or
estate factors. Their drafts are
submitted to the inspector with
the responsibility for maintaining
standards across the country
and, after editing, the Principal
Inspector has to approve the list
and the categories of listing.
These categories are used to
give some indication of merit.
Buildings categorised as
follows: —

Category A

buildings of national or more
than local importance, either
architectural or historic or fine
little-altered examples of some
particular period or style.

Category B

buildings of primarily local im-
portance or major examples of
some period or style which
may have been somewhat
altered.

Category C

good buildings which may be
considerably aitered, other
buildings which are fair
examples of their period, or in
some cases buildings of no,
great individual merit which
group well with others in
categories A or B,

Where there is particular value
in a group of buildings this is
indicated and the groups
categorised. In this way personal
prejudices and blind spots can be
overcome.

What happens at the start of a
resurvey? The lists are approached
district by district and the first
action is to contact the local
planning authority to explain the
purpose of the resurvey and to.
ask for any information which
could assist or suggestions of
sites the inspector might visit,

Meanwhile the inspector ac-
quires general background
knowledge to the area from
printed sources and maps. The
inspector will then systematic-
ally visit every property in the
area taking particular care to
check those already listed to see
whether they reach current
criteria.

Tn towns and villages where it
i$ not necessary to go on to
pNate land, inspectors make
theiy assessment from the
street; where it is necessary to
go on to private land permisssion
/s always sought and where
pec@ssary appointments made
1o visit interiors. The inspectors
alf jarry a personal identity card
and visiting cards.

We always go into public
buidings and churches and the
1RAsPector has to use his architec-
fural, knowledge to decide
wh®her to ask permission to see
ifsrde domestic, commercial or
in dubtrial buildings and we are
roteful for the co-operation, in-
zevest and enthusiasm we fre-
un\tly meet. The resurvey is
essemtially carried out by site
vi<?s, the inspectors using their

efpialised knowledge and
fa mi jliarity with an area to assess
buiiings for listing. Wherever
possible documentary work is
und@¢taken but within the time
allowed it is not possible to
check sasines or title deeds for
@véty property, and we are
always grateful when additional
histarical information is sent to
us.-

T# will be obvious that listing in-
cludds a very wide spectrum of

buildings. The only guidgnct
from the act is ‘’special architec
tural or historic interest.’
*Special’’ has a generous mean
ing. 1t does not refer simply t¢
the obvious — country houses
churches or public buildings —
but to those buildings whlpi
form the background to majo
architectural works. Consu.de.ra
tion is given to ancillary building
on country house estates, forin
stance at Dunrobin, the dovecot
dairy, stables and walled garder
together with monuments, ¢
give some examples, are included

Town planning can have ar
important part to play in the
character of towns and villages
for instance, Thurso where
handsome houses in Jane
Street are backed up by more
modest dwellings as in Camplge!
Street with churches playing
their part in the layout. This con
trasts with the piecemeal growtt
around old St Peter’s Church.

In other areas such as tht
prosperous farm land of Ross
and Cromarty, dignified farm-
houses and villas reflect
agricultural and commercia.
wealth. Contrary to expectatior
the Highland Region reveals an
interesting range of commercial
and industrial buildings; for ex-
ample woollen and grain mills, an
example of the former Aldie in
Easter Ross or the latter at
Achingale and John Q° Groats in
Caithness; the development 91
the herring fishing industry 1s
seen in the growth of Heimsdale,
Lybster, Wick and the tortuous
300 steps to the diminutive lan-
ding stage at Whaligoe, while
substantial icehouses as those at
Helmsdale and Little Ferry in-
dicate the importance of the
salmon fishing industry.

X ui'ransport has always been a

! vital factor in the development of
i the Highland Region. This was

- recognised nationally by creation

of the Commissioners for
Highland Roads and Bridges with
Thomas Telford, the renowned
engineer, playing an essential
role. This vast enterprise ex-
panded the road network already
developed by General Wade a
century earlier. The single arched
hump-back bridges of the earlier
18th century are in their way as
valuable as the spectacular
technical achievements of
Telford’'s bridges such as
Helmsdale, now too often taken
for granted.

The arrival of the railways was
the next important step in the
development of the Highlands,
linking the northern extremities
with southern urban centres and
introducing a new architectural
dimension. The use of local
materials has a powerful visual
impact; for instance the use of
slate either as varied as the dark
grey from Ballachulish or deep
shiny browns from Caithness;
the techniques used with local
materials give particular in-
dividuality to the pattern of
building in any particular loca-
tion. Besides local fabrics, in-
novatory materials leave their
mark, concrete being an obvious
example seen to great advan-
tage on the Ardtornish estate in
Morvern.

Individual estates often have
their own architectural
‘halimarks, none more so than
the Sutherland Estate with sliding
sashes in dormer windows, deep
eaves, prominent gable
skewputts (brackets at right
angles to the gable); and the par-.
ticular contribution of George
Devey who became one of the
leading country house architects
of the late 19th century,

The new lists for the Highland
Region, while larger than theii
predecessors, clarify forme:
group listings which encom-
passed whole settlements anc
take account of vastly superio
knowledge or architectural anc
social history.

All buildings of merit are in-
cluded and correspond to the
standards being used, not only ir
Scotland, but in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland. The first
man to play an active part ir
recording Scotland’s historic
buildings, by the listing process,
lan Lindsay, instructed inspec-
tors that an historic building
need be neither old nor beautifu
to play an important part in oui
built inheritance. That stil
stands, and inspectors today
must question and conside:
everything they see.
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SKELBO CASTLE

Sumna;z

This paper for the Meeting at Skelbo, 2 April 1986, has been prepared ag
a contribution toward the discussion being initiated jointly between the

- Skelbo Trust, the Dornoch Heritage Society, and the Clan Sutherland. It

outlines history ang present condition of the site with the Tuins, It
suggests three possible options for the future, recognizing dlstinct.
potential for Education, Reereation and Tourism, It suggests the availa~

- bility of funds and resources needed for the preparation and implementation

of an appropriate ement scheme. It suggests that a management advisory
body wo e needed to inquire more fully into the matter of Skelbo and

It recommends that thoge present in the Meeting should be asked to consider
the contents of thig paper, including the motion that:

(a) a Skelvo Advisory Committee be set up with represen!:ation from
the Skelbo Trust ang other genuinely interested bodies.

(b) & remit be drafted by or on behalf of the Comnittee, stating the
terms of reference for its advisory function; and that the r?mt
be approved by the Skelbo Trust jointly with the Dornoch Heritage
Society and the Clan Sutherland Society in Scotland.

(¢) an appeal be launched by the Committee as soon as possible and
when its remit has been approved, aimed at raising funds urgently
needed for (i) the Committee's own expenses or work; (ii) repairs
to be carried out as soon as possible to the ruins; (iii) prepa-
ration of a feasibility study and appropriate proposals in the
form of a management Plan; (iv) implementation of appropriate
pProposals,

History

In April 1985 the press reported damage to the ruins, alerting those who
care for Scottish Heritage. Considerable interest has been expressed over
the future of Skelbo since 1985, Numerous interested bodies have contributed
advice and information in the press and privately, Among them the Dornoch
Heritage Society and the Clan Sutherland vho agreed with the Skelbo Trust
that the present meeting offered an opportunity of at least discussion over
Skelbo, The concern felt by the two societies was for reason of their close
interest in local history and historical heritage. The Clan Sutherland was
by its constitution interested in Skelbo, seat of the Sutherlands of Duffus,
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There was general concern over Skelbo because both the ruins and public
safetly seemed at risk, One proposal was for demolition, another for a

mark by Loch Fleet in the heart of the ancient Earldom of Sutherland.
Bearing in mind the not inconsiderable loss of Scottish Heritage in the
North this century, notably the demolition of Helmsdale Castle and the
damage by fire and negligence of Golspie Tower, any further such damage
or loss as was threatening Skelbo raised most serious questions over the
safety of major historical sites and buildings in Sutherland.

However, if Skelbo were to be saved for future generations - and those
who care have no doubt that Skelbo must be saved -~ common gense and
economic realism demanded that no rescue was likely to succeed unless
the Owners of Skelbo had strong support from the commmity as a whole
as well as access to all available statutory sources of grante plus a
sensible rescue strategy, The Dornoch Heritage Society and the Clan
Sutherland have pledged their support at least to the present meeting
and they and other bodies may be persuaded also to lend their further
support in what can be expected to take considerable effort, ingenuity
and time, Time is not on the side of those who care for Skelbo!

Murrays and the Sutherlands, In 1290 Skelbo was briefly involved in a
matter of European history, the intended marriage that was to unite the
royal houses of England and Norwey. At Skelbo the commissioners of King
Edward I sent North to welcome in Scotland the Maid of Norway learmed
here of her tragic death, In the 15th C Skelbo passed from the Murrays to
the Kynnaird family, '

descendants of Freskin when it was sold by the Kynnairds to William Sutherland
of Duffus, It remained in the Duffus family until it was sold in 1787 after
two and a half centuries, but with an interruption of forfeiture owing to
the Jacobite sympathies of the family in the 1715 uprising. The Sutherlands
of Duffus descended from Nicholag Sutherland, the second son of Kemneth
Sutherland of Sutherland, the fourth of the earls, Skelbo was made a barony
in 1562 and in favour of yet another William Sutherland of Duffus, whose
grandson, Sir Alexander Sutherland of Duffus was made a peer by King Charles
II in 1650. This may be an explanation for the loyalty of the Duffus family
to the House of Stuart in 1715. In the year 1650 Skelbo Castle was used as
a garrison in case of an attack by the Marquis of Montrose, shortly before
his defeat at the battle of Carbisdale and his subsequent capture, trial ang

execution.

Following the forfeiture of Skelbo after 1715, the laird of Duffus died in
exile in Russia. His son Eric decided in 1745 to follow a neutral course,
but Skelbo Castle was used by the Earl of Cromartie and his Jacobi te troopg,
Two years later a letter written by Lady Duffus from Skelbo in 1747 suggestg
that the family then lived there. The connection between the Duffus family
and Skelbo ended with Captain James when he sold the estate to Alexander
Mackenzie 1n 1787. In 1808 it passed to the Countess of Sutherland under an
entail of 1705 from the ancient Earldom of Sutherland, The barony of Skelbo

was held from the Earls of Sutherland.

It seems that the house had been built perhaps in the 16th or 17th Cop part
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Resources
iesources

Finance and additional resources of advice, technical expertise, skills
and other voluntary (wnpaid) work, both will be needed if the liability
of Skelbo is to be turned into an asset of public benefit and with the
necess 8 rt from the Skelbo Trust. Such funds can be raised and
the additional resources marshalled into voluntary action. The Owners
cannot be expected to initiate any rescue action without adequate public
support, nor can the Public be expected to fund any scheme unless there
was a clear guarantee that it served the best public interest, It seemed

into some arrangement for partnership, first to consider more fully the
available options for Skelbo, second Yo launch an appeal for help.

A Skelbo Advisory Committee may be set up jointly between the Skelbo
Trust and other interesteq statutory and voluntary bodies able and

willing to help as far ag available resources permit, A first step may - -~
-be for the Committee to draft or commission a remit for approval jointly

between the Trust and other members, With an agreed remit, the Committee

would then be able to launch an appeal for funds needed to cover its own
cost and the cost of rescue work urgently needed to avoid the risk of
fur

ther damage to the walls and to carry out other site work if necessary.

It is envisaged that a rescue operation might be carried out as soon as
possible, perhaps in 1986-8, If fund-raising succeeded well the 'Preser—
vation' option might then be followed by a next phase of 'Interpretationt
and ideally by 'Restoration' of Skelbo Castle.

The recent re~roofing of St Andrew's Kirk, Golspie, made possible by a.

world-wide appeal, provides an example of what may be achieved for Skelbo.

Alternatively, if one or more charitable sponsors could be found willing
to help, it might be more expedient and less demanding in resources to
collect the actual funds,

Conclusion

It is hoped that this paper may serve its purpose at least in drawing
attention to the historical interest attached to Skelbo Castle and its

setting as well as the present condition of the site and ruins, The options

for the future may be considered as merely an attempt to claify a broad

range of preliminary ideas, Thoge present in the meeting may wish to give

some further thought to such ideas and contribute to our discussion with

possible comments and questions. The recommendation attached to this paper

was given in the Summary, that the Meeting consider the motion for a

Skelbo Advisory Committee with a proper remit to give advice and to launch

Daniel J J Sutherland

Devon, Easter 1986



SKELBO CASTLE - PRESS STATEMENT,FROM DANIEL SUTHERLAND AT SKELBO, 3 APRIL 1986

The meeting last Wednesday of the Skelbo Trust jointly with the Dornmoch

Heritage Society and the Clan Sutherland Society provided opportunity for
yoov Sedse Conzic

‘constructive discussion between the various interested bodiesx .qfrw%

cadu shabatory
The site with the ruins by Loch Fleet on the Moray Firth is}\listpd as an

Ancient Monument and a Historic Building., In April 1985 the sudden collapse

of walls alerted the Owners and the Local Authority to the instability of

preservation with public safety,

.
R I NNE S I DE DA SE. 3

the ruins and the need

Considerable concern was expressed in the press, This eventually led to the
meeting chaired by Mr Michael Alexander for the Skelbo Trustﬁn?faiten&edby
both statutory and voluntary bodies. Represented in the meeting were the
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland, Clan Sutherland Society, Dormoch
Heritage Society, Highland Regional Council, Nature Conservancy Council, Scottis
Civic Trust, Scottish Development Departmentm, Scottish Tourist Board, Scottish
Wildlife Trust, Sutherland Archaeological and Historical Society, Sutherland
District Council and others,

Those attending visited the site with the adjacent Nature Reserve of Loch
Fleet (SSSI). At Skelbo House Hoexdixpkax an exhibition prepared by the

BRoyal Commission on the Ancient Monuments and Historic Buildings of Scotland
and a paper presented by Mrx the Historian of the Clan Sutherland

formed the background to a general discussion.

Skelbo and other lands appear in records of ¢ 1211 when they belonged to
Gilbert of Moray, founder of Dornoch Cathedral. In 1290 the envoyse 2en“;; North

- oAz
by King Edward I heard at Skelb of the death of the Maid of Norway on her

WU oy o
way to Scotland, For almost-%baeee centuries Skelbo belonged to the Sutherlands
of Duffus wntil sold in 1787. It ¥axEPgiriixsn'ih ¥8565%d in 1747, mex
The walls/35tP8:50 " a2 01 021182525818 vith 1ater additions,
It was suggested that Skelbo was of considerable historic interest and with
potential for historic preservation, interpretation and restoration, It was
recognized that Skmkhx if the necessary resources could be found, Skelbeo
might wwkl kexxx used again as a residence,amt a facility for public access,

sxximilx to Education and Recreation, or both,




¢ o

Fall restoration was feasible and desirable, but expensive, However, the
recent appeal for restoration of St Andrew's Kirk, Golspie was an example

of succesful fund raising and as such applicable to Skelbo. The Inspector

of the Historic Buildings and Monuments Directorate explained the unique
historic value of the castle, also the statutory protection afforded to listed
sites, It was hoped that given the loss of Helmsdale Castle and Golspie Tower
in recent years, Skelbo would mixksxissmt be safeguarded,

Mr Alexander, speaking for the Skelbo Trust, said that consideration was
being given to various options that might be open to the Trust and he thanked
those present for their contribution of comstructive advice and comment,

In the evening Mr Daniel Sutherland gave an illustrated talk on Skelbo to

an audience invited by the Dornoch Heritage Society in the Council Chambers,

Dornoch,
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FRIENDS OF SKELBO CASTLE

To Dornoch, 4 March 1987

Dear
PETITION FOR GUARDIANSHIP TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND

Given the precarious condition of the castle and the recent demolition propo-
sal from the Owners, it was decided at a public meeting in Dornoch, 24 Febru-
ary 1987, that a Petition should be addressed to the Secretary of State for
Scotland to ask for his intervention and for rescue action by means of an
Agreement for Guardianship,

This form of management agreem.nt would mean that the Owners would keep the
landownership and the Nation would accept responsibility for the castle, The
agreement would enable the Secretary of State to create facilities for public
access and enjoyment, including any display of information about Scottish
Heritage for the area. centred on the castle.

Duffus Castle and St Peter's Kirk in Moray, both being closely related to
Skelbo by ancient historical connections, are now in the care of the Nation
by means of an Agreement for Guardianship, This: means that the sites and the
ruins are being kept to an exampl ry standard of management and with good
provisions for physical maintenance, safety, public access and information,

On bebalf of all friends of Skelbo Casitle, I write to invite your support for
this: Petition. The attached copy of the Petition will explain our case. It is
hoped that you will add your signature on the back of this document and that
perhaps you will collect as many signatures as: possible from other friends of
Skelbo and so help with this rescue action,

Please. return the signed Petition to Friends of Skelbo, c¢/o James: Bell,
Rhian, Evelix Road, Dormoch, Sutherland, IV25 3HR, before 7 April 1987.

3

Yours. sincerely,

y//’z 220 ;/. 6) c’//.

James. K Bell



The Secretary of State for Scotland
New St Andrew's House -
Edinburgh EH1 3SX Dornoch, 4 March 1987

Sir,
SKELBO CASTLE, PETITION FOR GUARDIANSHIP

In the light of its ongoing deterioration and the current Planning Application
(SU/1986/320) for demolition, we respectfully petition you to take the Castle,
tower, fortalice, and Manor place of Skelbo into Guardianship by a joint agree-
ment with the owners, in order that the site and ruins: of the medieaval castle

and the 16th-17th century Manor house may be saved from further collapse, restored
as far as possible and eventually made accessible to interested members of the
public.

We present this petition with the decply held conviction that Nigel Tranter was

right when he said "Skelbo made its impact on the story of Scotland and it ought
not to become the victim of the demolisher”, Historical details are appended on

a. separate sheet,

Furthermore, we draw your attention to the 1983 report by the Royal Commission on
Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland which said: "The ruins of Skelbo
Castle demonstrate clearly, and probably better than amy other castle in the
Northern Highlands, the different stages of castle development between the 12th
and the 17th centuries",

We would point out that the whole Skelbo complex has. buildings from the mediaeval
period, the 16th-17th centuries, the early 19th century age of Telford late
Victorian, This combination is unique in the Highlands, and the' 16th~-17th ‘century
house within the castle walls: is unique in its own right, both as regards its age
and position and by the nature of the vaulting beneath the main house,

In 1630, Sir Robert Gordon listed the castles of Bast Sutherland, of which 13 have
now disappeared, 0f the remainder, Dunrobin and Skibo have been extensively altered
in the 19thcentury, so that only Skelbo remains as an example of a medieval castle,

Skelbo is unique in combining the features of a thousand years of history and a
setting of outstanding scenic beauty. It could be the mid-point on a heritage trail
between the old Royal Burgh of Dornoch and Dunrebin Castle, Carefully managed, Skelbo
could become a much-needed tourist resource,

We seek your assurance that everything possible will be done to safeguard Skelbo and
to take urgently needed measures for repair and maintenance, as well as safety.

We would envisage an Agreement for Guardianship based upon a comprehensive management
plan for preservation, access, and a tasteful interpretive display, This, as we see
it, would entail that:

1., all walls should be made safe and sound as soon as. possible to prevent further
collapse. This may entail some rebuilding.

2, all work done should aim ultimately at full restoration, subject to competent,
skilled, historical-architectural advice, ‘

3. loose and fallen stone and especially sculpted stone should be preserved on
site in a secure place until needed for restoration work,

All this is implied in the concept of Guardianship, which we most strongly urge you
to adopt
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SKELBO, HISTORICAL NOTES

The long history of Skelbo in Sutherland and the North is linked with the history
of Scotland, England and Furope, This is a brief summary.

1., The name of Skelbo shows that it was an important farmstead of the early Viking
age, built around 850,

2, In 1211 Hugo Freskyn gave Skelbo to his kinsman, Gilbert of Moray, later to
become St Gilbert. He made it over to his brother Richard in 1223%; Richard was
probably killed in the Battle of Embo in 1245, when a band of pirates landed at
Little Ferry.

%, In 1290 the Scottish and Inglish Commissioners were at Skelbo, to meet the
young Queen of Scotland, the Maid of Norway, who was to marry the heir to the
throne of England. It was at Skelbo that they heard of her death in Orlmey. This
link to the history of both Scotland and England would justify the preservation
of Skelbo as a National Monument.

4, In the 15th century Skelbo passed by marriage from the clan Moray - the lineage
of Hugo Freskyn - to the chief of Kynnaird, whose possession caused dispute with
John, 8th Earl of Sutherland, Over-Lord of Skelbo. His spouse was killed near
Skelbo.,

5. In 1529 Skelbo passed from the Kynnairds to the Sutherlands of Duffus, kinsmen
of the Earls of Sutherland. Alexander Sutherland of Duffus was knighted by Charles
I, before 1643, Lord Duffus accompanied Charles II returning from exile in the
Netherlands to Scotland, 1650, That same year Skelbo was reinforced as a garrison
of the Earl of Sutherland, whose army came from Skelbo and elsewhere to partake in
the battle of Carbisdale which ended the fatal campaign of Montrose and its army
marching south from Caithness, Montrose was captured in Sutherland and executed in
Edinburgh.

6, In 1654 General Middleton stored army supplies in Skelbo Castle after his landing
near the castle at Little Ferry. Lord Duffus, supporting Charles II, joined General
Middleton and the Earl of Glencairn in the rising against Cromwell which was centred
on Dornoch but defeated at Dalnaspidal, In the 17th century, Skelbo was frequently
at the centre of feuding between the clansmen of Gordon and Sutherland,

7. In 1715 at Tain, Kenneth 3rd Lord Duffus with hundreds. of Jacobites proclaimed
King James VIIX, After the defeat of the Jacobites Skelbo was forfeited. Lord Duffus
fled through Caithness to Sweden., Seized in Hamburg and imprisoned in the Tower of
London he was: freed without trial in 1717 returning to exile, In Russia Lord Duffus
served the Czar as a naval commander, He died in St Petersburg t 1734, His son Eric
lived at Skelbo. A fine painting of the 3rd Lord Duffus, the exiled laird of Skelbo
in Highland dress is kept in the National ‘Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh,

8., In 1746 the Earl of Cromarty and his; Jacobite army occupied Skelbo Castle, They
captured four Hanoverian ships: with arms: at Little Ferry and moved to Dunrobin where
the Earl surrendered to the Earl of Sutherland's militia, This prevented them from
partaking in the battle of Culloden which may have influenced the outcome,

9. In 1747 at Skelbo Lady Duffus: wrote to the Earl of Sutherland sbout his motherle:
deughter, The child in her care was making good progress. This letter gives a vivig
impression of domestic life at Skelbo Castle, In 1757 the laird of Duffus and Skelbo
wrote to the Earl of Sutherland's factor about the condition of the Mansion House
the kiln and the girmell, The roof at the north end of the house was beyond repai;
By 1769 the castle was ruinous, Skelbo was sold by the 4th Lord Duffus in 1787, 4o
whom the forfeited title was restored by Parliament, 1826. The baronial title ;f
Skelbo reverted to the Countess of Sutherland, 180%,

(From Sir William Fraser, 'The Sutherland Book', Edinburgh, 1884; and other sources)




The Secretary of State for Scotland,
New St. Andrew's House,

Edinburgh,

EH1 3SX.

Sir,
Re Planning Application SU/1986/320

We, the undersigned, respectfully call upon you to intervene if
necessary to ensure that the above-mentioned application is granted only
on the terms recommended below:

1. All work done should be with a view to the ultimate
restoration of the 16/17th century house.

2 An architect skilled in such work should be used to advise
on how this work should be carried out.

3. The reduction in the height of the wall should be limited
to what is strictly necessary for public safety.

4. The stonework should be carefully removed and deposited in
a place of safety for future re-building, and a record made of this
place of safety.

5. Measures should be taken to prevent this stone being used
for other purposes. :

6. Measures should be taken to prevent further structural
collapse. )

7.  The necessary fence around the castle should allow
controlled access to the site by means of a locked gate.

8. The "Castle, tower, fortalice and Manor place" as the whole
complex is described in a document of 1804, should become a Scheduled
Monument or, better still, be taken into Guardianship.

We present this petition with the deeply held conviction that
Nigel Tranter was right when he said "Skelbo made its impact on the
story of Scotland and it ought not to become the victim of the
demolisher". Historical details are appended on a separate sheet.

Finally, we draw your attention to the 1983 report by the Royal
Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland which said:

"The ruins of Skelbo Castle demonstrate clearly, and probably
better than any other castle in the Northern Highlands, the different
stages of castle development between the 12th and the 17th centuries".

We would point out that the whole Skelbo complex has buildings
from the medieval period, the 16/17th century, the early 19th century
age of Telford, and late Victorian. This combination is unique in the
Highlands, and the 16/17th century house within the castle walls is
unique in its own right, both as regards its age and position and by the
nature of the vaulting beneath the main house.

In 1630, Sir Robert Gordon listed the castles of East ore 2 4é d
7

Sutherland, of which 13 have now disappeared. Of the remainder,
Dunrobin and Skibo have been extensively altered in the 19th century, so-
that only Skelbo remains as an example of a medieval castle.

We feel that it'is vital to ensure that the ruins are preserved
and that further decay is prevented.
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The Secretary of State for Scotland 3 March 1987
New St Andrew's House
Edinburgh [H1 3SX

Sir,

SKFLBO CASTLE, PETITION

. Wnb-bae~
We who sign below ask you with due respect to intervene in the
of Skelbo Castle in Sutherland. We beg you to enter into an Agreement for Guar—
dianship jointly with the Owners of Skelbo, the site and ruins of the medieval
castle and its 16th~17th century hall-house, now proposed for demolition in
Planning Application ®SU/1986/320", Indeed, we seek your support for rescue of

our Scottish Heritage.
We reject the proposal for demolitign as in conflict with rescue A

further loss and aggravaw?ﬂw serious damage (1985) resulting from
decades of decay and careless neglec .Eﬁ express disappointment over iget lack
of progress with rescue action since 1985, in particular with the implementation
of positivelft,constructive proposals from experts who spoke with imagination and
realism at Skelbo, $y. . The¥t were pipapopeiidAtbttieasitigyr options of phasing
rescue work such that,the liability of derelictionicould be turned into an asset
of publie interest ‘tgmd“d/, Yewsnul « A AR

%M’K a"% . - - . AR R PRSP RA o ;

"Skelbo made its impact on the story of Scotland and it ought not to become the
victim of the demolisher" ! We share Nigel Tranter's view, We note also the
expert opinion of the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments of
Scotland: "The ruins of Skelbo Castle demonstrate clearly - probably better than
any other castle in the Northerm Highlands — the different stages of castle de-
velopment between the 12th and the 17th centuries." (1983). In Sutherland, Skelbo
is now the sole example of a medieval castle, one of thirteen castles named by
Gordongigdy (1630), -ene—tlaséinse st-nor—drastica altered-in—the 19th-cen—
dury such as Dunrebin—and-Skibes Within the medieval baily wall, the hall-house
(c 1:700) is wnique for its age, character and vaulting, and for its northerly
position in this Country.

Named by Vikings, stronghold of Scottish kings and knights, ball-house off lairds,
Skelbo is a unique element in our Scottish Heritage, a landmark in Sutherland
combining .the age and features of a:millenium with the space and splendour of scsdle
Highland landscape, outstanding for its: natural beauty and interest, the Moray
Firth coast, the hills, the sea-loch and wildlife (SSSI). Our plea to you is
that Skelbo should now be rescued from oblivion, repaired’f gradually restoredy,
J+t should be made accessiblej, its history made more visible. Those who care for
Scottish Heritage, social and natural history, should be made welcome at Skelbo.
Residents and visitors in the North should bave an opportunity to visit Skelbo,
to see this evocative place, to enjoy its beauty and interest, to experience its
peace and quiet; and to understand the story of Skelbo.

We cﬂg}ude that Skelbo is of such m?rit all_ld.w?rth that it deserves recognition
as o Sadkdsw '0f interest to all who live ;0T visit 4 this Nation. Therefore we
ask you by our petition to help safeguard the future of Skelbo. We seek your
assurance that adequate, urgently needed measures are taken for safety, repair
and maintenance as soon as possible, We recommend ghet (1) Agreement for Guar—
dianship gisrlaidtsddaanaad; (2) a comprehensive management plan should be pre-
pared for preservation and access, public enjoyment, interpretation and infor-
mation; (3) all work done should aim at ultimately full restoration and with
competent, skilled historical-architgctural advice; (4) all walls and fabric
ghould be made safe sxtaiin, andzmhout risk of collapse or decay, immediatelys;
(5) walls should be reinstated to full height, using fallen and loose stoni 1;3’
reference to available photographs, plans and records; and no materi&l.;‘i’z re-f
removed from site; (6) sculpted stone should be rescued and where possi fenced
anthentic material; (7) the site should be adequately i€

Pr:;duCi(iic:(s’ ;f:dl to d against unlawful access or tresspass.
and no g




SKELBO, HISTORICAL NOTES

1, The long history of Skelbo in Sutherland and the North is: linked with the history
of Scotland, England and Europe., These notes give a. brief summary,

2, The Norse name Skelbo refers to the link between Scotland and Scandinavia. in the
7/  period of invasion and settlement in Sutherland and the North by Vikings, c 800.

3. In 1211 Hugh Freskin, Loxd of Duffus in Moray, held Skelbe, His kinsman Gilbert,
/ Bishop of Caithness: (St Gilbert, founder of Dornoch Cathedral) held Skelbo for the

service of one bowman to the King of Scotland. Richard, brother of Gilbert, held

Skelbo in 1235 and he is: believed to have died probably in the battle of Embo, 1245,

4, Im 1290 at Skelbo, envoys heard of the death of Princess Margaret, heiress to the

./ throne of Norway, bride to Prince Edward of England, The 'Maid of Norway!, in Scottish
chronicles, sailed from Norway to Scotland, but died in or near Orkney and was buried
in Bergen. This event was a turning point in the history of three nations,

5., In the 15th century Skelbo passed by marriage from the clan Moray — the lineage
v of Hugh Freskin -~ to the chief of Kynnaird, whose possession caused dispute with
John, 8th Earl of Sutherland, Over-Lord of Skelbo, whose spouse was killed near Skelbo.

6, In 1529 Skelbo passed from the Kynnairds to the Sutherlands of Duffus, kinsmen

of the Farls: of Sutherland. Alexander Sutherland of Duffus was: knighted by Charles I,

before 1643, Lord Duffus accompanied Charles; IX returning from exile in the Nether-
*" lands to Scotland, 1650, That same year Skelbo was reinforced as: a garrison of the

Earl of Sutherland, whose army came from Skelbo and elsewhere to partake in the baitle

of Carbisdale which ended the fatal campaign of Montrose and his army marching south
from Cajithness. Montrose was captured in Sutherland and executed in Edinburgh,

7. In 1654 General Middleton stored army supplies in Skelbo Castle after his landing
pear the castle at Little Ferry. Lord Duffus, supporting Charles II, joined General
Middleton and the Earl of Glencairm in the rising against Cromwell which was centred
on Dornoch but defeated at Dalnaspidel. In the 17th century, Skelbo was frequently
at the centre of feuding between the clansmen of Gordon and Sutherland,

8. In 1715 at Tain, Kemnneth 3rd Lord Duffus; with hundreds: of Jacobites proclaimed
King James VIII, After the defeat of the Jacobites Skelbo was forfeited, Lord Duffus

fled through Caithness to Sweden. Seized in Hamburg and imprisoned in the Tower of
London he was: freed without trial in 1717 returning to exile, In Russia Lord Duffus
served the Czar as: a naval commander. He: died in St Petersburgh c 1734, His son Erie
lived at Skelbo, A fine painting of the 3rd Lord Duffus, the exiled laird of Skelhlo
in Highland dress is kept in the National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh,

9 In 1746 the Earl of Cromarty and his Jacobite army occupied Skelbe Castle, They

} captured four Hanoverian ships with arms; at Little Ferry and moved to Dunrolin where
the Earl surrendered to the Earl of Sutherland's militia, This: prevented them from

ing in the bati lode ich may have influenced th
ol ooy f/ﬁﬂ‘!a al?ﬁ%fiﬁ dor: mgdd 42&3 &fwc%la‘z%—&ﬁm% v e outcome,

10, In 1747 at Skelbo Lady Duffus wrote to the Earl of Sutherland about his motherless:
daughter. The child in her care was making good progress. This letter gives a vivid .
jmpressiom of domestic life at Skelbo Castle, In 1757 the laird of Duffus and Skelbo
wrote to the Earl of Sutherland's factor about the condition of the Mangion House,
the kiln and the girnmell, The roof at the north end of the house was beyond repair.
By 1769 the castle was ruinous, Skelbo was sold by the 4th Lord Duffus in 1787, to
whom the forfeited title was restored by Parliament, 1826, The baronial title of

gkelbo reverted to the Countess of Sutherland, ;gé" 150k o Ay’ Supr 184

(From Sir William Fraser, 'The Sutherland Book', Edinburgh, 1884; and other sources).
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Points from the Jong history of Skelbo, which Jink it with the history of

Scotland, England and Europe, as wel] as with the story of the Highlands and
Sutherland.

1. The name of Skelbo shows that it was an important farmstead of the early

Viking age, built around 850.

2. In 1211 Hugo Freskyn ‘gave Skelbo to his kinsmgn, Gilbert of Moray, later to
become St. Gilbert. He made it over to his brother Richard in 1223; Richard
was probably killed in the Battle of Embo in 1245, when a band of pirates

Janded at Little ferry.

3. In 1290 the Scottish and English Commissioners were at Skelbo, to meet the

young Queen of Scotland, the Maid of Norway, who was to marry the heir to the

- throne of England. It was at Skelbo that they heard of her death in Orkney.

This link to the history of both Scotland and England would justify the preservation

of Skelbo as a National Monument.

4. Skelbo played a part in the tragic story of Montrose and his Jast campaign.
when he Janded in Caithness in 1650, his enemy the Earl of Sutherland installed

garrisons in Dunrobin, Skelbo, Skibo and Dornoch. Montrose was defeated at

Carbisdale soon after this, by the men of these garrisons.

5. The Sutherlands of Duffus acquired Skelbo in 1529; they gave it another claim
as a National Monument. Alexander Duffus played a part in the rising of
General Middleton and the Earl of Glencairn, on behal f of Charles }] against
Cromwell. In 1654, Middleton landed at Little Ferry, close to Skelbo, and
stored a Jarge amount of arms and ammunition in Skelbo Castle. The rising was
planned in and around Dornoch, but failed in a defeat at Dalnaspidal. After
the Restoration, Charles ]] made Alexander the First Lord Duffus, and

Midd]eton became a Commissioner.

6. In the Jacobite Rising of 1715, the Third Lord Duffus supported the 0ld
Pretender and as a result forfeited his Jands. He left the country for

Russia, where he became a Commander of the Tsar's forces in Moscow.

7. In 1746, shortly before Culloden, Skelbo was occupied by g Jacobite force
under the Ear] of Cromartie, who captured four Hanoverian ships ful] of arms, lying
at Little Ferry, after the Ear] of Sutherland had been put tq flight. The
Ear] of Cromartie made Skelbo his headquarters while Preparing for Culloden,

but Jater moved to Dunrobin. His force set off for the battle, but was



.
-

intercepted by Sutherland militia, and prevented from reaching Culloden. This

absence of Cromartie's men was thought to be decisive in the outcome of the battle.

8. Soon after Culloden, Lady Elizabeth Duffus had the care of the motherless
daughter of the 1lé6th Earl] of Suthe;]and. She wrote a charming letter in 1747,

giving him news of the child's progress, and affording us a glimpse of the

domestic life inside the 16th/17th century house within the Castle walls.

9. By 1769 the mediaeval house was largely in ruins, but the house stood until
recent times. Skelbo passed into the family of the Earls of Sutherland in 1787; the
title of ths Barony of Skelbo may stil] be held by the Countess of

Sutherland.
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No Fears
for Skelbo

Sir — We act as Solicitors in
Scotland to the trustees of the late
Mrs S J Alexander who are the
proprietors of Skelbo Castle, The

trustees are extremely concerned to |-
read recent reports that it is their |

intention to demolish much of the
ruins of the mediaeval Castle and
the nearby Manor House.

We are instructed to say that the
planning application lodged on
behalf of the Trustees is designed
purely with a view to the long-term
preservation of the building and
only such demolition will be car-
ried out as is absolutely essential
for public safety and to preserve
the residyal structures and it is the

trustees jhteéntion that as much asg.

possible 6f the Historic Building {

should b€ retained ‘aad iconserved
for future generations.’ -

It would bd appreciated if

- publicity could be given to this in-

tention on the part of the Trustees

to allay ldcal fears. — Lindsays

WS, Solicitors and Estate Agents,

11 Atholl Creseen't,_ Edinburgh |;
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A number of wealthy

This has emerged from cor-
respondence between agents for
the trustees of the late Mrs Sarah
Alexander of Skelbo and the divi-
sional planning officer for
Sutherland. .

In a recent letter to planning of-
ficer Mr David Polson, a represen-
tative of Finlayson Hughes wrote:
«The Trust is prepared to consider
the marketing of the house and
castle and in fact are in receipt ofa
Sumber of serious inquiries. A sale
to one of these potential pur-
chasers would be dependent on a
Barony title being attached to the
property and at present the Trqst’s
solicitors are researching into
this.” .

In his report to the planning
committee at Dornoch last week,
in which he recommende
that listed building consent to
demolish dangerous masonry an
the removal of the unstable roof of
the manor house should be refus-
ed, Mr Polson says of the reluc-
tance of the Trust to carry out
remedial work: ‘“The only positive
 element is an apparent willingness

to market the house. However, this

d Skelbo House was

people have shown interest in
.| buying the ruins of ancient Skeibo Castle and its medieval
manor house — if the title of Baron goes with the sale.

is said to be dependent upon the
Barony title being attached to the
property, which is being research-
ed. However, it seems likely that
this is vested with the Countess of
Sutherland, but indications are
that, in this particular case, it may
be possible to make the Skelbo
Barony available. This would be a
matter between the applicants and
the Countess direct.”’

Mr Polson noted that a
memorandum put forward by one
of the trustees on his own behalf,
Mr Michael Alexander, goes a
significant way towards meeting
some of the requirements of the
planners. “Mr Alexander has
responded in some detail to the

oints raised; although a trustee
and the Trust’s tenant, he is not

d the applicant.”

Concern about the condition of
: first expressed
at a meeting of the planning and
building control committee in
March 1985. At that time 1t was
resolved that due to the historic in-
terest and listed status of the castle
manor, the dangerous buildings
procedure should not be evoked in-
L itially, but that both properties

e e TN

should be suitably fenced and
posted with warning signs.

The present application was
largely a delayed response on the
part of the trustees to fulfil their
obligations on public safety under
the Building (Scotland) Acts.

Finlayson Hughes, on behalf of
the tenants pointed out: “The
Trust is aware of the present
dangerous condition of the house
and in view of the interest it may
attract from tourists etc (even
although the house is on private
land) the Trust is concerned that it
meet its obligations for public

safety. .
“ﬁxere is no desire to ‘erase’

Skelbo House from the landscape
and the proposal submitted is for
those works absolutely necessary
to remove the immediate danger to
the public.”

Mr Alexander, in a covering let-
ter from his London home to his
nine-point detailed proposals for
preserving the ruins, said: ‘‘Judg-
ing by the reaction of the objec-
tors, most of whom were invited
by myself to a conference at
Skelbo to discuss the future of the
ruins, they do not appreciate that
there is no-one more concerned
than myself and I find it distressing
that positive action should be
undermined by misunderstandings

e
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This Castle

| hath an

Unsteady
Seat

NS

The Trustees of Skelbo Castle are anxious to|:
allay fears that they plan to demotlish the ruins
on the shores of Loch Fleet. (See solicitors’ let-
#). Here, local planners debate the|:

ter, Page
issue . ... ¥

promulgated by a third party.”’

In a later letter, in which he in-
dicated that he was an historian
himself and had published five
historical biographies, Mr Alex-
ander added: ‘I should perhaps
make clear that 1 personally do not
wish to compromise the site to the
extent of having the bottom of my
garden and the southern side of
Loch Fleet turned into a tourist
attraction beyond its true viability,
but am only to anxious that it
should as soon as possible be
accessible to any interested party
as a historical and architectural
point of reference. Any prospect
of reconstructing the manorial
building should be considered.
Should someone not also wish to
reconstruct the castle walls? That,
in my view, would be an interesting
debating point.”

Local regional representative
Col Allan Gilmour said that it was
a ‘“‘complicated story’’, but there
appeared to be a will to do
something about the ruins.

Objections to the proposed fur-
ther demolition had come from Mr
Daniel J J Sutherland, Dornoch

R A e A e e s
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Heritage Society, Dr Struanp
Robertson, Mrs B Mackenzie,
Dornoch Community Council and
MF Robert Maclennan MP.

In her letter Mrs Mackenzie of
Lednabirichen had stated: “It
would be an act of barbarism to
permit any demolition or further
deterioration, and pressure should
be put on the trustees to preserve
the inheritance in their care.””

The planning committee decided
to adopt their planning officer’s
suggestion that the trustees be in-
vited to resubmit a detailed plan
for the conservation, possible
restoration and any plans to sell to|-
a willing buyer within the next six} -
weeks.

Said planning committee chair-
man Mr Francis Keith: “In the
present circumstances, because this
application is so vague, we have no
other course but to refuse it. It is
quite a complicated matter and I
think we should give them until
our next meeting in six weeks’ time
at least, if they are making pro-
gress.”’ |




SCOTTISH HlSTORlC BUILDINGS TRUST

Vennel Cottage

Goose Green

Gullane

East Lothian EH31 2BA

Gullane (0620) 842086
Robert Maclennan Esg MP

House of Commons
LONDON SW1A OAA 18 December 1987

Dear Mr Maclennan
HALL HOUSE, SKELBO CASTLE

Thank you for your letter of 14 December.

[ enclose copies of the plans prepared by Benjamin Tindall,
the architect who was asked by the Trust for his comments on
the application for partial demolition, and for advice on
the feasibllity of restoring the hall house. These are:

- a site plan showing the 16th century hall house in
relation to the curtain wall of the castle and the remains
of the 14th century keep;

— a sketch showing how the south gable wall of the hall
house could be supported by scaffolding as a more
appropriate alternative to demolition, pending
reconstruction of the building;

— outline proposals for the reasonably authentic restoration
of the building as an attractive and highly desirable house.

The Trust is not at present interested in acquiring the
castle itself; it has several projects in hand which have
more than fully committed its resources, and in any event it
believes that a private restoring purchaser offers the best
future for such a distinctive property. It is however
willing to offer whatever advice and assistance it can, to
the present and potential future owners.

If all else failed, the Trust might be prepared to acquire
the property as a holding operation, but that does not at
present seem to be necessary. Michael Alexander has found s
possible restoring purchaser; he (ie, Michael Alexander) has
also seen Benjamin Tindall's drawings; and the Trust hopes
that something like the scheme envisaged can soon be

realised.
C:::l John A Clare

Secretary
Registered Office: 1 Atholl Crescent. Edinburgh. EH3 8HE

A Chantable Company limited by guarantee. Registered in Scotlana No 9658

Yours slincerely
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