


SUTHERLAND s County in which the prehistotic populakion probably far ovtnumbered curvent Fgutes , for a count of the mypiad
hut cireles, alone, would seem fo substontiate the theory of the ambient femperature and weother of those days being Considerobly tamey,

and move element than it is fodoy , fo be able fo Suppert So lavge on agricultural population. Rogressively more modern houses do veflect boh
ON incteasing Qrosp of Constyuction fechnique — and the need for enhanced shelter and warmbh, with the deferiorafing westher pattem,

The ‘H':i‘r?l\j; ot fourty foot hut eiveles with Their vulnerable high, ond velatively vast voofing areas reodlily gave way o the Vking-inspired long-
hovses wilh much lower ond narroser voofs, built end-on fo the prevailing wind, ot recessed info the hill-sides fot shelfet,indicated achve
ada fi’af:'on fo an increasingly stormy elimate. In their furn , the wall lengths — lacking the mechanicol stability of the civele —dlemanded
heavier and more solid construction, fo be seen in the transition from the lighter, largely fuvf-coolled bui/d:hg fo the heavy dlvy-stone
wolled eonstruction, as an ineutable Tesponse. There lacks archaological evidence of any fovm of intesmediary stage of avehiteetuvel
de\)e(opmenl' between the Neolithic hot eivcle and the Viking /ong-house: an extremely long space of time. Im'/‘z’a//g, the lack of tools,
and fechnology for sfone-dvessing vendered the early gfone long-heuse a tather amorphovs affait , with Younded ends from the lack of
8quave-cut bloeks, and the need fo ulilise. the stone more ov less the way i aas /fwm/ : while the furf gave way fo a hearhing of smaller,
T009h, b!'ndl'nq stones and elmj as p Y‘oof’ing fo wind and weatker. Mndows, when they Came, were small and weoden-shulfered | as light
was Pw’zed less han watmth, and glass panes were not yef avsiloble . Roofs werte thatehed wilh heather, or other loeally available matesial,
pinned down (with divets of futf, and Yoped fo weighting sfones fo withstand the wind. A eentrol heatlh exhausted smoie thvough a certral
hole in the 'roof 5 and the PeNad:'ng Sootness and gﬁ'me mMmay have given vise To the ferp " Black Hovse" Such lqous;'ns cwas still oecupiec!
until within this cenfwnj, in the vemotel, and [sland reqions, and Miss Gront , i her "f/lg/)/ana’ Folle [Jayf(/%/} has delineated such builelings
and Theit evolution, de l:'ghf/ull o, and feom whence ~ as well 08 from elsewhere — the inspivotion for the exhibited pen skefthes has been devived,



Ruian = A Cv‘of 1-house "; probably some 300 yeals s}ana’/ng » m the valley of the Eveli River, in East Suthetland, is a
diserete dwell ing set n ifs own /’c'ela{-s:jsiem , with ifs own corn-a'wﬂhj kiln o hundved yavds or so from the house. It is of inferest i that,
while of dvy-stone congtvuetion, with elay heavhing | it eff/omiSes the ulilisation of morve modein dlvessed-stone verireal wolls, with »,-,'6}-,{.0,,5194 Corner's
Using interlocking covner blocks , andl so may be Token as a furlhes Hransition stage between ifs largely tuvf-walled progenitor and the eement-and
~Stone consfruetien of ifs ecurrend coamlefpaffl'. Tts generic ?redeeessofs were the sloping-coalled, n‘gﬁf-angled cornered, dw_f-sfone houses oF
Miss Gronfs illustration, and the vound-ended version, of similay construction , there being no hevel ancl fast dewavication ) the evelution of
the Highland Cooff-house, though fhe centval anel east Highlands fended fo ankeipate move modern eonstruction earlies, being less vemote from
the clvilising mfluence of tade with the Continent; and were consicesably fess bleak. One woulel, howeuu’ have fernded to epuate the use of
dvessed stone, m assoeiation with veetilineal corstruction with such coneurvent advanees as ) passibly , veeessed fiveplaces ond iframural
Stone-lined cl‘"mnegs, but Khian h:'g“c’gk/s a definde phase in Highland house e/ede(ofmerrl wheve the veof Preatment laggeed behind the

advaneing ca/sob:‘/d‘c'es of more medern wasens ; or was i simply a molles of economyg ? Again—thete ave ne fraces of voof erudes.



RHIAN.

Croft,on the sovth bank of the River Evelix, where Creich Parish marches with the Tavish of Dornoch.
O.5. Sheet QI. 1:50 000 Sevies , Grid Ref: 708.934.
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A dry-stone bu'lld[ng , with r-'g/'-f—angled cotners, hearted wih clay. The mai, central building has an ovt-hovse abutting enfo bothends by simple bott- J}Jnc{cbn
cansffuc‘f«'an, with no &lfcfd:'gffdf«'rg sfongcaotk ’ avgge«ﬁ‘-'ng ﬂwg wete of lofer congtruetion. Both cothovses ave sbpfng qwoay , sl 1.94 1‘/‘5 ) fr‘om te main bui/d:'ng s the esstern
one having an inferconecting doorwn, while that at the west end is disetele . Sovth-facing, there are po north windews or entvonces . There ate no cbviows Toof-etucks,

and 10 Signs of a wall-fiveplace, ot chimneq. There i much decay of all walls, wih move massive collapse,in o places, of the inned wall, and especially at .
the enlrances and windows. The stone-ootle of the main houce is excellent.: thot of the out-hovses of more vough eonstruction. 3

Seeh by gt












THE ARCHITECTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SCOTTISH

CrorTer COTTAGE.

The enfire Va”ey of the Ewelix River, ffom ifs Source in Loch Laro, inthe hills behind, and notth of Bonar,
hag been heavily seftled with primitive agrieultural taces down fo the more modetn small fatmers and erofting
folk, from Bronze and Iron Age fimes, and examples of most fypes of houvse construchion from the pre-histovic Huf-
citcle fhrough fo the modetn Cement-and-stone built, slafe-voofed coffage may be found, together with Several mteresting
and well-preserved examples of more modern eorn-drying kilns, maling the entfire catehment avea of the Evelx Roer
an open-ait musewm of crofting ond f’re-h('sf'byic avchifecture.

Rhian was probably inhabited within the current fundred- year span, and has been Taken os a good example
of Phase TT eroft-house construction; a teview of the development of design since the Viings infroduced fAe"[ong—
House" archiectural coneept affer the withdvawal of the (/?OMans,\" is outlined wy the pen—dyaw’r‘ngs below. Moany of the
{'amih’es of these old Crof:’:'r\g cotlages S/Wead ﬂ)faug/’pouf the walley are traceable in the I84( Census retums fov the Gont
of Sutherland.

These lifle Fen-d—mwings have been based upen Miss L.F Gyants _/’ﬁgh/anc( Follke Ways /1%1>, and ofher sources ,and
while deseriptions of the older ones Tend fo vary on certain points, from source To soovee , historical aneedofe temains

almest the on/g evidence fo base ony C’oneepf o/—' construetion upon.



HUT CIQCLE‘
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Reof . — Four central poles carried o squave wooden frame —f/on which w{f‘u foles vodiated
anel veke sef 1lo the walle. The ohole coas thatched with whatowr malorial coces
awilable ; heeather : veeds : bracken: wallle — inferlacod with supkrgs and fome.

Heaf#q —  Cenlvol ‘*’M’“fb?, of flat sleve ‘fﬁ"”', with squease bole 11 the voof o let
grpile eseape.






PupsE L — Dressed Stope Intvduced.
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The introduction of voughly- vessed stone meant both an econsmy o
the use of that material and the emerqence of the w'ﬂ/-anq/(d covnes . The
wolls yemained .S‘/op/ng -fmf bolh sfv‘engfI. and Sfd&'///g af the piled sfnes

and weie heavted wily clay . Windbws, howeves empivical, had avvived : these
meve wwoden. shulerecl vents m fhe wafls, as 9/4:; was not /efaum'/e.‘/e,

TI'G Communa/ hoase—Cam—Agfe beyanfo see ﬂe J?y(cyeflon of Aeasfs
from man, ito on outhouse, or extension byte, pavittioned off, axel usually
at a lewer level f'av Svainage pwposes, 7(/>oajA shill eommunipating with
the main byslding so as pet 1o loose valvable animal warmfh. ‘

Bare-earhh floors wil o central flogshmne  slate o sandelome. heathf
belws a eentral hole in the Thatehed yoof aided smoke dispersal.



Punse :ﬂI The Verkical-Walled Building,

’Roaf : s sfill thateh , using heather or offer /om//y auarloble ﬁm/ew'al’

onel with o central chimneq-hole. The thateh was Secaved by
6’/065 0/ aly!,eq' ?eqf o dl'l./a)l_( 0/[ /”"f: Pin,ed o WI’C/ clown .

Wells :  ave chiy-stone, buf usirg dvessed eomer shmes, and we have
the completely reet!linea/ building ~ but without gabled ends.
7;‘ bodbs Df the walls uSed /argelq unolvessed , o 1oujﬁ/j dvecsed]
sfones, ond eoudses were gnaintainedl 1a So /., as fle matepal @llused.
Doors and :

ot ave all a nealer (:'4, and so mote dvauyllf- ?ﬂ’f)f . %}Fnalfb;
the windpws wweuld be shutbered ) 'Mougi fhese would be
-r‘eflaced , m Tomnve, aith swall 9less panes.



P g€ TN - Stoneand hime-built (olloge.
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Here we have the early fwo-voomed Cottage, constyueted of dressed sfone ancl
fime-movfar, gabled ancl with gable ehimneys . The voof Temains afﬂla{c'" on
sfandavel ‘I’«hbeh'Ag, anel heafing was b_l!ﬁ» veeessed Fre,dues with stene-
lined flves within fie geble-ends, aed cpen chimney-fops.

ﬁ‘ . f;” st “But-and-Ben" Seots foaye, of e:'yldee.. th eeutury u:'pn‘o,e, and yefewed
fo by Gvont og the "ﬂy-s}c{e"(‘o—ﬁ‘oye. There toas @ fving-voom wih a beclvoom

off i, uoth mfernal wall Paviitioning . Many wese as rawow as theiv oy

stone precleeessors , but From this point opwavds, broeder and highes Building
foole Ploce.




PHHSE i — The Modeyn g/afe-‘}‘aoﬁd ("o-}{,g&
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A done—and-m“fa.r byt eotioge with slrte raof (oensimaﬂj mﬂ‘ujafvd ivon) .
Tn addition fo fivo rooms, the front-cloot now opened wto o navrow foeen-veom
8pace vsed for horging autdoot clothes, potsonal belongings  Sacks of grain, seed

of coflle food . Tn wiong cases an oviside Toreh wos added whick enhanced
Oppeavances and gave for @ wavmes, less croughty bovse.
Chimney pﬂs row eappeel the ehimney heads.



House Typicar of Ensreen
Ano CENnTRAL HicuLanDs.
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Schematic eross-sechon of hose fo show
toall anel voof rafier (Gupies) conetmction.
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[Taken from + Granr, |.F : Highland Foli Ways : 196! : Gh.vit pp 166 _]

“The Homes of Pesple ",



House typical of Eastm aud Conbif Highlands .
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Hizuano Cotmpaes,
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Detalls of eomstruetion.
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South- Westein 14pe of house -
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