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7th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders — Butte de Warlencourt
Battalion Operation Orders for attack of 12th October 1916

(Appendix “B” in War Diaries)

'
. Axttalioa Ordd='No 1. ¢ g O
Y | TN o
‘ Date 11.10,1916, ST T :
Refeysnce COMAMEINTTE to H1¥ES Ha~ 1/902000
I, 26th Infantry Trigade will attack on 12th Netoder at
sero wilh ROth Prizade on rirht and South African ®virade en Jaft

Objertives — ‘e |} "

$1.  Enes~ tranch 17 d. 10. 4. - 17. 8. 93, S.

2. Gird “rent linme.

% fird support line
2e tattalion will attack In four waves with twa Comnmanien
"frn 1ine, ench an A tyn niatann front, Yirat Yine e~ Right te
1aft D.Crrnan® ta'Cutarnany., Sngand Tine from Richt to Teft
A. n&.-hv- te Polemvanv, Fpoctars of attack fron lira 17.d.R.0.
£n 17.b.10.7. tn line 17ss 0.0% to 17.ha1.7
Dirsction ‘o” advanrs. 0} trues 22+ =arretia 10th Arevil and
Baherliand Hi~hlanders #11] surnert attark. Sth Canarons and
fth Tlack "mich In regerwe,
3. Do and CuCo-n will tave first obhjective leavini their
tysrnchea st ~arno and vill refers thars fhan L. and Pe Cova
wii] rhnw thrau-h them and take meschd and third sbiactivea «ith
r. 2nd Dotoom Followine 10 saorort = Tattaiion rausins st Flirst
ab’active 4111 8.723 ta%allovr attagh an 'six’ richt ta sob un In
lines Twr Covm A. and S.He ~i 1 @+ lov Fattalion in clone
aunrart and Afe in batwasn firat and secend obfective,
2 Move AY And Z¢ He t2 then donsolidate Flrat ohfertiem,
d.  ARTILLERY. At rero ihare will +m intensive Farrars an
rirat eh-ertive and nima 200 vagda fror our front line 1iftins aft

-

er thres rinutes wien oir Cirat wave suat ha 70 varda fro- e
Notes Owptern n® “drrare

¥ 1. Do ohientive.

2, Tarrare ersepins bach Lo obh'ective vith

» f' Intantr= az close wm te it max ~oseihle throucheut.

5. WIrKYRS GUNS. 4 runs ( in nalrs) advance hehini the
, "Tattalfon and atlintiad Lo third chiective, raraining ranms
. %o roaitibar: in rvear'ef Tattaiion.

6 THEN'Y MOETAX PATTERY. 4 rune mrvert advance mnd
then take up Aefensive réaitions in vielnity of firat obfective
vondr tn deal with enep~ reiunter attacir. “-?I‘ﬂlh* 4 run» o

noaltinas In rear af *attalinn. Vet
Te AOMARICATIONS €7 AIRCRALT AND RIMNERS,
8. Yhen all thras obiectives taren *attalion will ciear y

and conaclidate both 3ird trenchas and the ane trench rearecting

.

i




7th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders — Butte de Warlencourt -
Battalion Operational Orders for attack of 12" October 1916 (Contd)

(Appendix “B” in War Diaries)

4 :

theme Yhen Varhire fume are in neaition in third shib-
ohimetive f‘n!lq(\i!h; sarrizson fi11 ta laft in Gird su-rort

1 N°flenr tilewia Tun and 1 Flghtin *8ectiba B.fov and
fo.nwine in Nird ©ront Avanch 3 leavia Cuna (1 ench Ma~ A.5.D.?
1 Nfficer and 1| Pletoen Refov,.petrals baing nushed forvard

an grN NN 'on'.h':]‘- -

2. Tha {srartance o keening as close an roncible to
nr--lpin; tarraje dirine the advanes Af " snnartins 4ranra an
flankn and of tarkiine undamacad V.tupe from Tlahis ts be
iarrassed on all ranks. P Partare will erven at 50 varpds ner
winnte t111 1t ik abaut. 200 vnr¥a hevand Cirst oh'ective fron
+hat it will ereen forward from 0.23 st nare rate -méil it
ranches ahout: 200 whrda Lavond aur Firal ohinctiba.

10, DEFREIINY STATION at 7 Fina M, 7A.d.7.1. and Regt!

'Ald nost in Flezs THine ahent ¥30.4.9.9.

e ¥ri nde *mae Duyn at COUREDHOP M.35.a.8,.7,

Advance Dasp §%29.t.1.2. -attalion Dusn for tomba Water S.A.k.
and wire at W,237h.4.A, . ¢ ’

12. reatenats vith wne'sm Capara) and' thavink kit to he
dared undsr puard under Corrany arrancerents heform

mosurvin® manitisn AT ancashlr. ?

13, 2 lawie cunm 241 sach fram B and Da Mova) In ®attn
rezerve at, M.2%.b. 4.8, »
14. Rerorts tn M.23.hed,A, vhere "attn H. Ce vill '» §n firat
' 4nstancel.t ° '
15. Vollowiar to re carried.
170 rounds Sedshs per pan.
A homhee ite
2 Sandhars ds.

Tilded vater hettles,
1 Tarre entlenchine tonl ner man.
1 dei*a ration and Iron ration ror man.
fiaveraack and walerasroof sheet
100 Yhite Veorr 1 irhte nar Maov,
?5 "d b d‘ - dn
12 P, Fifle Crenades. dn.
25 Yallow Fiarea do
112 Thort wire cuttera da.
A ¥ire hraalars. dr. b .
16, Yormins ub nosition. Covs to ‘e ferned un in the
1ine at rresent held by Battalion at one hrur hefore rero

2 !
f_.—-—-_—‘




7th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders — Butte de Warlencourt -
Battalion Operational Orders for attack of 12th October 1916 (Contd)

(Appendix “B” in War Diaries)

l‘ 1
. . o .“

‘ ns follnwae DeCinw u.".d.’hﬁl L T, '.*T.a.“.l. ' A
Fufor Ma1Todutats tafMo230e01.R0 ¥ ‘
Abfoe M17.dE705. tesR.2 0. . |

Fallav Ma?9:be3.0. to W, 2.k Ned, f

Twva Co-as 10th A. and S.He will sgeun+ the Tour cenmmiration
trenchws 1olaine anur front line with mrrort line bafore
A. and ".Co*s move Iato bosition, 4 euldea beins laft for
A« and 8. He 2 W Do Cov 2 b Cufaw, Quffos will ansure

that their rlatonna File intn vemition Taridl~ and '
mritak] nlaced for afvancs in vaver a= nedered in 2. end

shatl arraaransnte ATR rade far ranid exit fron trrnches
‘4 means of stens atr. ’ ' 9
17 Fediatritution. Vhem Aattn nae ransolidnted sscond

and third shischives an arderad snd the Tickess rune have
' hwen dur Ine the men not racnired ¥or enerison will he ! ’
arptavaticallvd withdramn ta the =aln line of resistan~e {luat

S, nf reeat net Hutte Mrum Va17.3.) and te o T arleinnl front ri
1ine ix anall nartiem wnder Careane arranoenenta - taking nver
from 10th Ae and FeEirha win vill withdrav %o gizinal aynnort ‘
line. '

1R, Centact merenlmne 1. 7iv over the ‘trencheas at

one hauy aftar varo when advanced InfantrT will Hi-ht FIATAS  —dees
in venl™ tn ne~pmiane rnnin.

19, torisonerrs under 15T sacorts '

20, situntion yerorts te e aent in an often am rreeaible, {
M. i ¥htchen to he kvnchronis=d with Adiutent s at | D.me
t 22, Ph-nreration. Hender mwristance ar regquired ta Mies

Richs and 1ot 2 a arake pezshn’ will bh raintainnd an she=v
nanition tetvesn 1E EARE and WARIFRCOTT fror o to o = 43

2%a ‘hﬂ.ﬂogi*nll "‘3 reod Verv ‘ct;’h"- L

24. ¥ecential thal all movenenla {nto nasitinn he onvried

il under covere.
" ]

R.Horn 14 Malaasl

v

yarhally fr'._l'.'u"-

rt 17 a.me




7th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders — Butte de Warlencourt — Attack of 12'" October 1916

War Diary Report

e imaferls, Lmlanlee = Tadrte

37 1 Pene L' w0l 4 129 Aoafart'e & 1 L0 & antine
of the Ao’ sirse #o~s Ia Pelilane 10 altaatim ma guister
tamn asusl w4 there was molling 12 =ow that tm smeny Bad
notiowd cur ommoei™ition, Esaiziacte 8 o setdliished
in the trmof Just morth of Las Junken Wals

Muouesiogt Lthe maming eooast-oal awils fraz our om
rama 2roppel Intd owr A-wWates wnl neosssititel ame o e
Ash sefirse eTizasting tiely trwmohe Tian 19 Mareae beases
intansive the mav'er 0 atells Tl Lroopel ints sur sm S ~med
inaressel,

AL 2.8 pene 9:r Barmee haome Intensive wi continued
unitl 4% Jenee

AS sero fowr Zeaforty mavas aivanssl 4 Mring W@
in perfesd ordar, Mll2+el Vo Darme lygelye he lsaling
wav® o 199 LA kel et e fllevnl aa o™lurels

A8 #00 na 2ar Infentiry atvwned Berwy hestile awdiine
can Time eas epmel Crom oll tretions, tne Bistibe artiliers
harrare; hYovetar, ¥ » 091 intmmalvee

e survivors 27 198 s8aislt resshed & polint shwyt ™
19 17 garis from $3A3 treeh, g ulilmately Aug im sbout 140 -
yeris a Tratelf aur ald Tront Lins anier tae soenind 87 e Wiy
sardiving offlseny 2.0ts A 30 1ilme ) ‘

Dartng the alftemoon 1t #1s Llapesaible L9 2ot eny Sefinite
intaroatione A8 YY) Polle UaMMaln wWeillilam rero el the altasilm -
hineslf, ant after Durther resommilesnss Freen s *ere amit .
fm-l:lh sisiast pin 2ig » new Lrwmade

A9%sre bDalng able L2 aivmoe Creg ou™ Jwn L men 0
Tmers Saanine Jwn 4eetimm all Mesrae Sassrltiie Fron eall "ire. '

Gelng L2 Lhe Intmasity of L uailne gan “ies Saring
the Dlamoan 18 a0 Ruits wasléss U2 Lurow wa ™y troope [ 2w
attask satlay hatl alesady Mallnds P
seny oF Lhe Dastile masazlae gune Nald hom ~mactnd 98 M



7th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders — Butte de Warlencourt — Attack of 12'" October 1916

War Diary Report (Contd)

t =)

1183 Lot et 28 dalny sative diring the Minees attasy, =i slao
fra orevicus Info~mtim m~soelived from the 47t Aviaton.

owing 13 Lo fa3l that feltvwe #A: Lrood nor the Adelile
aashine pne sere fone (n By oar artillery the atiask was bomi L0
falle T

v battalion wes thom into this sttwak at very sort
notiee, ity iittle opportunity Mor recommaitring or dlscovering
the affeat of our artillery fMire, wiah sas uitimatasly baand prowed
15 Be tatally 1nelTsetive By Lhe alr Matoarspne Trasived on the
1%the

-

. ¢ AL B 243, o 1He moming o Ve 13th L UL Soserww pellsvnd

ths rarante of e Mattalim, ‘




Original Sketch Map — Butte de Warlencourt Grid Trench & Snag Trench

(Appendix ‘C’ in War Diaries)
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Trench Map 17t November 1916 Butte de Walencourt — Grid & Snag Trenches

w, E’. - .
- = A i Fd
X 4 "'\".‘ 1.1‘ ’ i»
N 120 .
! : -

by 3 ! 2l i )

iy Butie.de , | " = ¢

Warkngourt wle ., ()

arxrald ™ v
j \H‘ =Y . ry, ]
i




Area of 7t A&SH 12" October 1916 Then & Now
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7th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders — War Diaries — 12" October 1916
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b (el L) INTELLIGBNOR SUMMARY ‘

e —— — M. et e

9th Div

Ref Map COURCELETTE to FLERS 1:10000

Place

Date

Hour

Summary of Events and information

Map

EAUCOURT
L’ABBEYE

12/10
/16

7AM

9AM

11AM

1PM

Orders received for attack by 26" INF. BGE. To take place at 2.5pm -

7th SEAFORTHS & A&SH to be in position of readiness by 1 pm—A & B
Coys warned to be ready to leave the FLERS line, behind the 2 Coys of
A&SH, to move to position of readiness about 10 am. — Bn. orders
written

Co. left Bn. H.Q. for front line giving Coy. Commanders the complete Bn.
orders en route — Bn. H.Q. moved up to FLERS LINE -

Advance Bn. H.Q. consisting of Co. Adjt. % Bn Runners & a few Signallers
Occupy a position in front line just north of Road about M.17.d.7.0 Bde
operation orders (App “A”) Bn operation orders (App “B”) & sketch map
(App “C”) are attached.

Bn & 2 Coys. 10 A&SH were in position of readiness as ordered watches
were synchronised —

At intervals all morning, later both before and after zero our heavies
shelled to NE of our front line and missed their target by hundreds of
yards they caused many casualties and some of the 10 A&SH cleared out
of the assembly position in consequence — hostile shelling during the
morning was rather less than usual & enemy showed no signs of having
seen the assaulting troops assemble — the ground covered is under their
view from the BUTTE -

App. “A”
App. “B”
App. “C”
Attached
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v INTEEEIGENCRH-SUMMARY

L
A |
9th Div Ref Map COURCELETTE to FLERS 1:10000
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and information Map
EAUCOURT | 12/10/16 Messages were sent through 26 BTE, & also to the guns (though a field
L’ABBAYE gunner who was at Bn. H.Q./ to stop the fire of heavies referred to -

(Every shell fired by this gun or guns on the 11" & 12" was wasted
either on our own trenches or on no man'’s land) -

2-5 Bn. waves left the trenches in & formed up according to programme.
pm | At the same moment enemy machine guns opened on our parapet
from our front and flanks — It is impossible to give exact positions of all
These guns — one was thought to be firing from long range about
M.10.C.3.6: where a gun and several emplacements had been spotted
after our charge attack at 3.40p.m. on the 11" — others from the BUTTE
position about M.17.C.3.5: others from the SNAG trench (1* objective)
& one from the GRID trench about M.18.C.2.8. There was
comparatively little hostile shelling on our front lines —our own barrage
appeared to do no damage to hostile trench or machine guns but on
the contrary inflicting many casualties on the assaulting troops — The
creeping barrage is believed to have gone forward well but the fixed
barrage on the first objective to have ben hopelessly short—The fire of
hostile machine guns & our own artillery was a bad combination.

70% of the attackers (including most of the NCOs and all Company
officers but two) at once became casualties.
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9th Div Ref Map COURCELETTE to FLERS 1:10000
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and information Map
EAUCOQURT | 12/10/16 The remnants of all 4 Coys. reached shell holes varying from 30x to
L’ABBBAYE 150x from the objective and also those of the leading wave of 10™

A&SH which had followed — A platoon or more of the LIVERPOOLS of
89'" BDE. which was attacking on our right attacked through our right
trenches & met the same fate.

2.30 | LT COWPER I/C section machine guns reported all his 4 Vickers guns
pm | had been put out of action & asked for instructions -From this time till
the Bn. was relieved LT COWPER rendered invaluable services by
reorganising the remnants 3 battalions organising working parties and
tending the wounded - The trenches were very narrow state to start
with — were soon completely blocked with dead & wounded so that
reorganisation was very difficult — LT COWPER was the only officer left
on the right of the line to take charge.

2.30 | Informed BDE. That our right was held up by machine guns & that all
pm | our Vickers guns were out of action.

3.25 | Informed BDE. That the SEAFORTH & ARGYLL right coys. had been

Pm knocked out by machine gun fire & that nothing further could be done
at this point.

3.30 | Asked officer in charge ARGYLLS on our left to report situation,

pm | informed that 2 platoons A&SH were consolidating in our original front
line & that men of other companies had withdrawn to this line -

NOTE: 30x to 150x = 30 yards to 150 yards
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7t Seaforth Highlanders

9th Div Ref Map COURCELETTE to FLERS 1:10000
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and information Map
EAUCOURT | 12/10/16 | 4.45 | Message to BDE. that situation unchanged & that we have plenty of men
L’ABBAYE pm in the trenches to hold them — that many stretchers required & after
dark as all trenches blocked by wounded & asking for instructions -
4.55 | Sent around trenches to find out what SEAFORTHS available & only some
Pm | 2 dozen without NCOs or officers could be found — In addition there were
2 reserve Lewis Guns with teams & some dozen Signallers & orderlies —
5.15 | Message to BDE. that remnants of Bn. & ARGYLLS hold original front line
Pm & are disorganized as practically all officers have become casualties, that
we are reorganising and await instructions —
CAPT. MCMILLAN comdg A Coy returned under fire to BN H.Q. to report
situation that men of SEAFORTHS, ARGYLLS & SOUTH AFRICANS had
connected some shell holes about 150x-200x in front of our original line
-CAPT. MCMILLAN & CAPT Adjt. ANDERSON went back to this position to
decide whether it could be held & reinforced —
5.40 | Message to BDE that some of our men were digging in in the shell holes
pm | some 200x in front of the original line and this position being

reconnoitered with a view to reinforcing with fresh troops and holding it
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7t Seaforth Highlanders

9th Div Ref Map COURCELETTE to FLERS 1:10000
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and information Map
EAUCOURT | 12/10/16 50 men of the 10" A&SH were sent out to assist in digging this trench
L'ABBAYE with the men (about 50) already there — It was entirely due to CAPT

MCMILLAN’s example & exertions that this trench was made, joined up
with our old front line by another 50 of the 10 A&SH & with our
extreme right by a company of 9" SEAFORTH pioneers under CAPT.
KELTIE & partially to aid him the R.E. under CAPT. REID — This trench
helped the next attack on SNAG trench considerably. Just after dark
CAPT & ADJT P C ANDERSON reconnoitered to the left and found we
were in touch with SOUTH AFRICA, who had not gained ground on our
immediate left — he also found we were in touch with the LIVERPOOLS
of 89™" BDE. on our right who were in their original positions and had
lost heavily — (There was a liaison officer with the LIVERPOOLS at BN.
H.Q. with some orderlies, who had previously made several efforts to
elucidate the situation on our right without much success.

6.30 | (about) 2 officers of 10 A&SH came up from their Bn. H.Q. to obtain

pm | information & take over Coys —one of these brought up a fresh platoon
to relieve shaken men & to patrol —ordered 1/2 this platoon

under a Sgt. & 1/2 under an officer to patrol Bosch Trench moving out
on either side of trench then being dug in front — it is supposed these
patrols obtained no information as no reports ever received from them
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7' Seaforth Highlanders
9th Div Ref Map COURCELETTE to FLERS 1:10000

Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and information Map
ERCOUST | 12/10 | 9pm (about) First communication received from 26 Bge: being orders for
L’ABBAYE | /16 occupation enemy trench by strong patrols by 10 A & SH. under orders of

Lt. Col Kennedy — These orders (App. D) communicated to OC Vickers

guns & Trench mortars but nothing further heard of these operations

taking place — 10" A & SH then in front trenches were very much shaken

and incapable of further offensive action

8.50pm | Estimated casualties to BDE. 15 Officers and 450 ORS —

Note some messages were sent in duplicate by runner and pigeons —
There was no telephone all day owing enemy shell fire & attempts at
visual by lamp were stopped by B.S.O . (Battalion Standing Orders) owing
to possibility of enemy reading —

Throughout the night it was impossible to get to work inside the tre nches
owing to the dead & wounded crowding the narrow trenches together
with disorganised remnants & apparently it was impossible to obtain
stretchers for the removal of the wounded - Constant messages for
stretchers were sent: & had the enemy counter attacked the block in the
trenches would have been a very serious matter- The distance the
stretchers had to be carried back was in this case very great &
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7' Seaforth Highlanders
9th Div Ref Map COURCELETTE to FLERS 1:10000
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and information Map
EAUCOURT | 12/10/16 just credit is due to the men (stretcher bearers & others) who did make
L'ABBAYE this trip constantly along a very narrow trench & through hostile
barrages, carrying the wounded — L/C BLACK ‘D’ Coy. as usual did very
fine work until he was killed by a shell & so did Pte. N COATES ‘B’ Coy. —
The former entirely on his own initiative had previously on the night of
oth 10t & 11t brought in 15 of the LONDON Regt. who had been lying
out in no mans land for several days & nights -
-do- 13/10/16 | 1AM | Orders timed at 10.40pm for relief of SEAFORTHS by 2 Coys. 5™

3AM

4.30
AM

CAMERONS as soon as possible & to send guides —

NOTE Guides useless officers are of no use in practice.

Informed by LT. COL. KENNEDY 10th A&SH. That relief had started —
This was the first time telephone was used - Relief arrived not long
after & were guided to trenches by officers where they lay down
behind parados till SEAFORTHS & ARGYLLS had moved out — relief
completed about 4.30 AM. when Bn. marched to BAZENTIN LE GRAND
via HIGH WOOD & occupied trenches south of that place — Most of our
wounded were got inside the trenches before relief but there were not
sufficient stretchers with which to evacuate them -
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