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NtENi0RIAL
by

flre 3B0f0St, I\,llGISm'ATiS and TOIN C0UNClLt0nS

of the R0Y"AL BURGI.I of D0P'1I0CH

to

lhe Bigtrt r{onorrable J0l{1[ S' irtiACI,3AY'

SecretarY of $tate for Scotland'

aneni a decision bY the Education Cornmittee of the County Council
,!----^+^n4

il1;_;;;;; reached on 20th October lese bv the oasting vote of

the chairr}an of said conmittee on his o]illn motion' to reduce the

statusofDcrnochjtcaciemyfromthatofaseniorSecondarySchoo}
to a Ju:lior SecondarY Scirool '

TIli }rlliliOBlJill STS RISIECIFUI.,LY SUBlvilT

Thatthe:loyalBurghofDornoohistheCountyTov'nof

andoi:lyBurghinSuther}andandhasbeenfromtirneimnemorial
ti:ei;raditionalcentreofcultureandhigherlearninginthe
CountY.

ThatDornoch"Academycomparesmostfavourablywithany

educationar institution in j'{orthern scotland as regards (a)

quatityofrvorklSsattestedbyaveragepercentagesuhencoln-
paredwiththonationallevel,(b)t,trefacilitiesavailable
both residential and othervrise' (c) excollent staffing

arrangenents'

ThatDornoohAcaderryissituatedinthemostsalubrious
partoftheCountyofSutherlandwherechildrenthriveand
have outdoor facilities and freedoms that no other part of the

CountY can offer'
thatthemainconsiderationfortheaforenentioned

decisionbythexducationCommitteeoanbedemonstratedtobe
otherthanprimarilyintheinterestsofeducation.Itis
olearfrorrreportsthatthechiefenrphasisisplacedon
finance and adroinistration'

ttratthesaidclecisionhasalreadyoaused,afldwill
continue to crear,e, ararn for the futurd anong pupjf s and staff
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atDornochAoaderrryandintheindividualsintheBr,ugpof
Dornoch who have taken up or havo been induced to take uP

appotntrnentstntheBr.rghhavinginvient,,heeducationa}
facjJ.itiesprovidedtherein,ssovidenoedbya?etition
signedbyalnost300residentersinnediatelvafterpublie-
ation of tho said decision' r r^tr in

6.[hatthesalddocislonisunpreoedentedinthisCor:nty
0Ilgofarasthelrfemorialistshaow,anywhereelsointhe
North of Scottand' It is adrritted that in sone sohooLs in

the counlF of $utherrs*d, sonior socondary oduoation had to

bo d'iscontinuedu but in oYery oase this decislon was the

rosuttoflackofnurnbersofpupilsandflasnotjnfluenoed
by the el-ements of r'inanco and adninistration'

T,.Thatthesaiddecisionvlilldestroywithoutadoquateor
valid' reason' the eduoational tradition and eoronunity loyalty

whioh the present pattorn is sustaining'

B.Thatanyeconoaytobeeffooted-andthisisdoubtfut-
byoperatlngsaiddecisionoanonlybeattheexpensoof
educationaleffioienoywhioh,intheMemorlaltsts'submission'
nustbotlrefirstoaroanddutyofthesducation0omnittoe.

g.thatthepresentorSanisationatDornochAcadenyisuP
tothehigheststandardrequtredinconneotionwiththeoper-
ation of the new ordinary grade oortificate' [his organiaat-

ionpatternisnotfeasibleinanyot}rersohoollEspresently

10.

constituted' !n the CountY'

thatDornochAcadenyisadequatelystaffed10itbteachers

holdi,ngthehighestqua}ifications.fhatitisuollknown
that any reduction in status of said. acadomy oan onry resu't

j:r loss of zuoh a satisfaotory staffing positton and, it is

fearedl$featdifficultyinsecuringadequatestaffforthe
Acadenyo n 1^_: $^ ra.r.!?esentation 0rI the

11, That the Brrrgh of Dornooh has no represen'

SutherlandEduoationComnitteodespitethefaottha!Dornoch
isthoonlyBr.rghintheCountyofSutherlandandispayingan
e&uoationaL/
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oducational requisition to Sutherland County Counoil for t'hc

yoar to t5th lrlay 1960 of €21 ,998 on a gross ratoablo value of

€8,973 " 5/-"

THE MEMONI,AI,ISTS NESPPCTFUILY APTE*T TO IIIE SECRETANY OF

STATE FON SCOTTND TO BEFUSE TO ISBMIT SUTI]EN].JA1{D

EDUCATIO}T COX,IMITTEE TO PUI ffTO TFtr'EOT A}TY RSSOIUTION

T\IHICH ITOUTD NESUIT IN BEDUCING DOM'TOCH .ACAIEMY TO A

JUNlOfi sEco[D.AnY SCil001,,

"{rtF

7

SIGI{SD at Dornoch on the 29tb
d;;"';I 6i'tonEi, 

-Nineteen 
hundre-d -

ffia-f;i'fii*itm:li a?u*f;t HsFl'
Burgh of Dornoclt' bY

(Siened) 1i{" IilAC,lEOD''Prbvost of Dornoch'

(Siened) [{. C' UIRIGHT,- v 
Town SI erk.

I
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-8"4^t- ttr,e. hwU ong ,l t[. [v,J €rsf,,ect'- /UgtAt^4//+J | '

.'W

Sor^rc ctahtt 'r* l,l,'flJdc ,'Waliu LIFyA'gcL' t^,t* ;eq@ren 'lataql+h o''

Cgria,o,o su'{d- h;.LeJ 't^'ot/A4

Il,ar,- &r0r4 ir@ ,Frbolt aLuat [*un*ia - F,.+"* l'r'*^oc- 4'r tt! l"

Wt$h- " q., th* bosJL q o' ,'0*"

JfgS 9 *.w -*s A^r0+{- 't^4*dt4' ;"*t q- al4t r}o*t ^}tY*
ra tr Dt,

q,, 'tlr"L r{tq,, Nr,o r4,bgvt-*/*ol
n@*+.'ry I

OnCxdaUa, M tug- d^r*r"WfL" '!d$* a( O"f'g'"witt'/'{ttitt"S

r- @ .? AAt , tww>ic- ,lnx9,'i& o*b1t'<h', lco^r^l.

qllvl* -$4;eU- t,.) a' d..'e4la<*'%l<

), furl*t, hdfbt- a,*d,. gdt*;. a7fihtq'eLl 'tnt* 
yv'a reela-

t>tl- a1;l';ell- 'to &u*t+ d4-!' tt*St" ov.v.*''- AJ<r.r dlV*os '

NO FdO*,t , M f'teQ' '

1 ' 4 puot' ilr ba/qua Fn'vt:a't t*g'at {" lnr- uwot'c'V *+ 
A 
el,:f

+v lfu.sdAt/J, 'Io* aA ^* a^* tbq' te*cr/L
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I
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I
SltH:i"5r'tfi3'filu*i'friff,n'3r'33#;H, I
h;fd-;oitfiin'T[ulc'.,6tif h]ian'6eis,- Doinoch I
'il-friaii-2grd october 1959 , 8t, I r -- I
Rev. rn. *".r.oull]; Seni-or Bailie I

Miss J. r. c. Chisholpl -"r*i6rld;iii.-3l"il I
tli ;[hA ; 

- - 
pean ";t"ffiiio- 

H: Tiui,i6i- :Hon ; 
"ffif 

?f ;, IIi; 
-4-, "[i qu[ar t; - 

OounCillor s Me gqs D. Mij: a: ffi;a'dfrf&, 
-I:'Mildil ;;a"r: Gunn: I

Town Clerk. I
Provo st Maolreod " I
Notico calting Meeting held as read' I
Provos!- folacleod explained that the $egt:ng I

had bibn'6aireo to copsLder sleps..to Fe rqlran r
followins upon a resorutio.n o'i"5tta6ti;"ti:--: , IEdil;tiln dbm-nii{te.-tq centraliso- SeTior qe"991d- I
;fi-Ed;c-a-tio-[_in ths Coqnly at -Gol.spie' ^r+a? r
Ei'r.tili en- i,ii d" s6iii oi 

- eiil i 6 
" ool;["oi+ . l3n 6ift a Iil";;&ironi--pioeross rnade wilh-a-Petit.''" vY r

the rosidentei;"?;-frrli66it dna--a!stiict rnr la- I
tention of Dornoclr dcaoery it*u--S;tiio;-Se6,-onAary I

?3"1; ::J": ;:;:;;'-. the secr.oitc?i*: 

Iif :- 3;'di;f s r ftt$.gt i H'8ffif; 
' 

t ti3. $lk

5:l".H"iqt'3r3r*'$31'*,?tlntln'* 
to the 

I

us*t*t!flqffii#:fthi]:#rHtil;i,fri*il* |
ilTT'a*ange ror s!r1-ns-a Puglc *iitTfu, 

I
ii'rai6ntJi-ri"itre -uitt Hafl or catle&
i6r-a ctiriventeid-datd to be arranged w

Provost. 
I
I

I

I
I

I
I

I

I

23rd 0ctober 1959

qEPERUNq

rN -aI.TS!ryCE

cT{siltNl.-Alil',

NOT.I CE

D0I$00H sc IPI/n
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I
lying parallel to the Black etlrn (a) turstaLl a by-pass rel'iel
pipe at the tanl< and (e) affr;,st the vrejrs r.;ithin the tatc-rs I
to give a more nearly equal florl to each conpertmeirto IIhese steps lvould neither be costly nor take aqy consicter': I
table tj:ne to effect and could be read.y for the p6! tourlstl
seasono Long term solution of se,werage probJ-ems woul'1 I
reguire to be in the terms of the report of 16th October', I
1964, that is, fufl scale purification works costiog I
approxima te1y 86Jr000 or the use of the sep'bic tarrlc as an I
aeration tank at a cost of some 826.000. Irli" tr't'ase:.' I
mentioned the BllL a'b present before Parliamen'b vrith t:'efer; I
€Ilco,'to tire discharge of selluerage into tidal watcrs" I
Legj-slation might rnake it neces,sary for the T'rvn Council to I
treat the sewerage to a high s'landard" Ivir. r'r:rsel a-l-so I
pointed. ou! that the effiuent from the Sl"aughterho'",;e lvas I
equivaleni; to an ad.ciitional 450 j-nhabitarrts jr^ the Burgh' I
Mro Fraser pr:inted out that if blood and otherr'rastes f:'ors I
the Sl.ar-ghterhouse vrere put into the selvers the Tovrn rloturcill
coulci make a charge for the treatment of such lirastes jf I
elaborate sflverage treatment works \rere required" 

I
I

After giving the members an opportunity of comnenting orl
asking questiorus the whole matter v,ras referred to the tiorks I
Committee for careful study and report backo I

I
I

I
I'l

A fresh application by the l)ornoch P1atoo4, Alny Cadet F.r1c;cl
for registratlon under the iletting, Gaming anl Lotteries Actl
1p6J rvas granted, Provost lVlacl,eod dissenlting. 

I
I

Submitted repoi."b by the Burgh Swweyor dated 28th 0ctober, 
I

195/r- but received too l.ate to be includetl in the Agend'a 
I

for the i\bvember meeting, recom'nend:ng the :itrstailati'on o1' 
I

a pole bracke'b and lantern near 5 Staffr:r{ Road. 5'epoi:t 
Iadopted" 
I
I

The Cl.erk s lbated. that street light'i-ng generally in t:he 
I

Burgh required, to be ci.ealt lrith. In parl]i-cular the clelay 
I

in f ixing the post-top J-anterns at the nen{ s i;anriards a'h +,,he 
I

lTar Memorial and. the stantla.rd near the frQnt of the Cruirty I

Brrildinge, the conuecting iry of the nerv .L{n'i,er:n wh:-ch h,r'l 
I

been install.ecl some consirlerable ti-'ne ago at the ttrt of [;]:o::l
Road. and the j.ns'ballatlon of li-ghts in S'Lf Gilbert'. Sbree't' 

I

'which had been instructed a-l.most a ]aear a$o ha'd tc be 
I

e:rplained" The Clerk siated that ln'r. Gecirge ltobe:r:tson cf 
I

Messrs", Lanusono Turnbull & Cc., Aberd.een liad. telepl:oned .rn 
I

Frddal 27th llovember, 196L 'to say that thl post-'top lante::ns
had been pro-*rised for the end of the crx.r{nt weeko Ooun':il
;1or Purvis sbated that the North of scot-rfand llydro-Electric
Board had unc.ertaken to connecb the nar l{mp ab the top of l

Shore Road. .lvhen lhe jointirg of the l,rreli:{ Road fic]reme l.v'a:

deal.t r,rj.th bui; this had not been clone a1tillough the Iryel.ix
Road Scheroe t?as nov in operation. Cottnci.ll.clr Purvi*s li,'as

also r';aiti-ng for information from the lior{h of Sootlanrl
Hydro-.8.1-ec'uric Board lvith reference to th$ s j-tuation aid
tlpe of cable j-n St" Gil.berts Stree';" T$e Tciun c'terk a'b-k:ell

to be suppJ-iecl ,lvj.bh necejssary informalion sjc tirat he cou.li
take the ma'b{;er rip vuith the Hydro Boar:il a;[C force ttre inattcr
to a conclusicrilo

,, t,jr
\

I ..,

I .,.

I'ibt

Bet'i;ing Ganoing &
Lotter.j-es let 7963
Appli-ca'bion by Dornoch
Platoon Aray Cadet
Force;

Street Lighting:

;'.ty CJ.erk, Gc''-Lsp-'.e
.r Schreme 'lias rearl ,'

letter of l24;l: ld:vember, -lg6il. fr.lrn the Cc

lii',,h referc,i.cr' 'Lo Dornoeh .:11'ea tTater iqlpp

be se:rt a'lte:r' ll.i",t Clou"Ilcil. 1s nreet:'i.U lvitrr
ArJ::slllu h',--$l e tc e.scer''ba.in ltot,v ';ne Gra.r'i;

51./"1

Dornoch Area litater
Supply:

L;: t,vas rr;r:;c.J. t-ta'b a eommut:ir:a"u:i.oi.l from t'h (lcunty f;l.erl; wctrir
f i ci.alr in St; ,



Sed.erunt:

Absent:

In attendance:

CLrairman:

Notice:

Minute of Nieeting of the Town'Council of the

nova] Burgh or uor#ci"r"'"iJ !ii:1't' 
the council

Cltamber;+' Dcrnoch on-f tlesaay 1st December'

L96+' at SoPomo

Frovost the Rev' l'irn' Macle?9' P"L'; Senior Bailie ivirs'

JoIoCo l{ackay; J*'L;B;:'1ii: n'A"'G"rdnerl Hon Treasurer

J.G.K. Rossl ctilt?ilf"rs A' r'i"ti"""; Rev' F'iI" Fulton

;.;:- P;is and A"s" Addison"

Dean of Guild H' Clunie'

\f .C. Tfright, Tovn Clerk arrd Eo{f o Braruien' Br':rgh Surveyoro

Provost lvlacleod"

Nctice callir:.g meetingi h9]$ as-read"

fhe r{eeting uu*"Ji"nJ witr, pr'"i.i"-tv councill'or Fult'n'

Apologr ror ats#.'liti*"t; t";;"illf of Dean of Guild'

Cluniewho had io"ltt"t"d bronchitis' The Provost' oi1

ffi;rf oi tr," ;:#;ili"r'"a ir," Duu" a speedv recoVer$o

Ivlinute of Tovn Council rneeting heid on ird November' fg1+

vlas aPProved'

NiS!-eg:
To;ln Councrr
3/tti6-r"

BUSINffiS AEISI]I}

EiltsO SIGN POST ETC'

The Clerk intimated' tlrat he had written on

196i+ and 25th 1{ov;*1"", -19q.to 
the counly

with reference "o-tft" 
itnbo Sign Post etc"'

been received'

27th October,
Cle:rk, GolsPie
but no rePlY had

DORNOCH BiJRN

rhe clerk reported 15s1 Dr" ln*::: "ht#r:,"nit ,-1;:tiX '"
ll?.' Hll inr ;3F 

"; 
H: :"; i T* :l' ;* lii b 

l"i:"I -r, "lt::il.:"li x;:l#:r :r ;";;J{::l;il 
-' 

^' *?#i;" ;Ji"il}:*:
f Xf,f, ffi.1il'f-:t'H'#" hq :l -^. 

i*": 
:T "S 

o*.t?:x": 
;"

;:::lf H Jli?:l i#;$:";-:::+1":"i^*XJ;:1,"ffi:"::i";trecent operation 'bhe repolu '"*iio.U"to a""f witb the repo::t

"" L"tfi"r date and' it vao l?":: rD*,. rryox.o;t ffi:-il;tl',e-"i the council on rzth prox' o

jvlinute of Special meeting held on 16th i\ovembe::' 196[ r.las

app::ovecl"

Mi-nute of meeting of iitinenc"; Oommi'ttec of lrd Novembe::' I95+

r,las adoPted'"

MinuteofrreetingofHor.'rsingComnitteeofJrclNoveulber,]96)+
was ad'oPted '

Cemeteries Cornmittee

17;1i6-T;e[TJ'-.1ffi*xofCerneteriesComlaitteeo-.1Jrdl{ovember'

Tolln Counci.I SEecial
i,[eeting f6/IV6+

Finarnce Committee
3/n/6+"

Ho'-sing Cornmittee

3/tt/6+

AGElDA
Sewers: t- FrovostNlacf'eotlrve]'comed'-'jrrmes]{c'l'oFras;er'of}dessr:"Babl::i'e

sheru & Nlc'::1;o:r' coL"Eo' eusg*ju "'-"''t*-"-piq:: 
e:ro'Lained tha'i;

problems wrrici ;;;";L"t ii"o""J:-"n rvitir thl s*xe:: sohenc

irsta-Lled i"'"'"trltmity "i't"'t i"t:t 
r.+ c'f the 

'repor 
t cf i"th

Apr:il, ilrg c;;a-lu a"o:l't onJr'i-"'l{"i::t::T: F"" and long

ulrm itans" 
- 

lrhe short i"""' ffif:,1i"*:-i""i:i li""!ai+

- rr.l!1.;:i:i;#.iil;Hq#i:l;i*h: ;*:;tl*:'':li;'
i-s, P:'-Pe ttrc
l-yi-rrg/



-";* s.':m,::y' I
Chart*ed CiviL Eqgi'neers GLASGOII C'2' 

I
Your Ref '198.

o,- *, 115O/mcI'F loth July , 1965' 
I

S.C. Wright Esg. t 
tTown Clerk,Dornccn. 
I

Dear trfr' wrightt 
rsprovenents at $ewer 0ulfa11 I

have taken o" ut.T"iiH",-i'#';rl:#";1'Tf;;":.,il::r;hT"'f;"*tl3',l'" I
of wrltlng to me aga5'n' I

"r hr;; tr#;;*il:,'hHril'"i::l'#1.'" fftnln;'#'#"ir'f;*'l3i :l-::5" I
the regime in the burn this ls na'iiestry sonethiri! ior -whicL 

trr"y-*" ryt. rep! 
I

:;H'J:; ;i:T#t J:{Jil{*:"Hil ti#*:}$"i;: lhr":';Jff' :::", I
Basically ti.ut"il"e it'tigbt L:in lo unaernile Grarrtts case if the tarrk were opl: 

I
;f:i,:L-H **:#:?t"*+:;i:-;ilfi.li,fftls::'i:*;H:"':ffii i:T:' I
:vide a'ything t.ttu" tlra' septri t*rr. treatmenr-(irt" Eischarge being into tlclal 

I
$:r;ffiru;#;#iH ir"nH"*,:"lr"u':H'iil'*jtil:'":"ffiil"' I
to enlarge or imProve the worksr I

Thegrorrnilsforcorrplaintcou}ilberegroved'bythetoglCounoilprrrchasingI
the land, in questJ.on fbom Grants-but I d'o not ttLink that this cotlltEe woulil *TT: 

I

i*:il,-:":::""iH"1h""":H';:T*:#H:T:i:t lli;lfffi;f':'Hui3:'""'" 
o" 

I

:;:*r*,sll{**h*+fill*it l
again.

use of material.
I think a combination of ruisirrg the'Ievel in Grarrt|s fieJ.d', lailire iT }:?1i 

I

:wall and. buil&ing wing wrilrs or t.,r"r-*o,rra r.io.ru * gro'undg ror rrrrttrer complaint' 
I

It is difflcult to estimat. tfr" "o"t 
*ititout toiTing; wiat kind of ftlfing material 

I

will be available and. whether it vrill have to te pold-fo"' As a gu:id'e' hoivever' I 
I

woulil not "r.pt"l 
the whole job to cost as rmroh as 6 100' 

l

Yor.Irs sincerel.Y, l

(siened) J. Fraser. ;j



K.A. MACRAE, I[8. , ch.B", D.P.H.
Courrty l{edical Officer of Health'

r':A14/SR

BO}{AR-BRID@,

PUBLIo iiEArTH OFFTCE,

.?rr4.Pgg"e4bgrr... . . . . . .,....195Jr.

Ihe Torm C1erk,
Council Chambers,
Dornoch.

Dear Sir,

Dornoch_F}:rn.

As reguested. by yor:r letter of 11th November I have to report to the Toirn
Council that I have ncmr conpletecl qy enquiries with regard. to the state of the
Dorrroch Burn.

Sanples of water from the burn have been exarnined. bacteriologically for
faecal pollution and the results show a qulte heavy content-of faecal bacterla
in the br:rn where it passes into the Burgh near the oLd Railway Station. A

further sample taken just below Littletov'rn shows a somewhat less coli ccnterrt
but stilL rnarteafy present. The e:rplanation of this ilecrease in the coli
count at that point naybe partly due to the fact that the vegetation al-ong
the banks of the stream absorbs some of the polluting naterial and. also that a
further d.ilution of the strearn occurs by the ilischarge of surface water lnto the
burn,

The bacteriological content of a sefltage effluent und.ergoes rapid. and. nnarkecl

changes. 0n the clay on which samples were taken there was quite a heavy flow
in the br.rrn which woulil clil-ute the oonoentratLon of the pollution. A sa4>1o
taken in dry surmer woather rould show a nuch highar ooncentration. However,
for our prre'gent puryose it is suffj.cient to note that bacterial pollutlon of
faecal orlgtn is preaent in quarrtity in a Etreas whiah flows through the ui,clclle
of a bql1t up area containing chrelJ-ing houses with chlldren who night play
along itr F4nks.

AF the Tovrn Cor.rrcil are antare the main, although not the onlXr soruce of
the peltUtgpn found in the burn at Dornoch is from the Cor.rnty Councilrs housing
scheme at Samore, where there is septic tank treatment of the d.omestic sewage

beforo the effluent is discharged into the br.rn; but no system of attempted
biologl"eal, 9r uecharuioal purification er4loyecl wiLl have argr significant effect
on baqterial removaL or destr:trctlon.

Rqqpr:rse will therefore have to be hact to some sterilisation process ancl the
netho4.of itisinfection that has provecL so far to be the most practioable and

effiq{pnt in dealing with bacteriaL pollution of a stream or river is chlorination,
Not oy1fy does chlorinatioi. d.estroy bacterLa i-n an effluent but tt also greatly
reduges the profuse growth of fiingi and vegetation along its banks'

I art, therefore, drawing the attention of the Gor:nty Council to the state of
the Dornoch burn and will recommend that a ohlorination plarrt be installed to d.ea1

wit[: the polluted watr,lrs of the burn before it enters the Burgh. In the meantime

I would. recornmend. to the Town 0ouncil that they erect notices at points along the
br:rn within the Burgh ilrawing attentlon to the fact that it ls polluted' water and

that ohlldren should. not be prrrritteil to play along its banks.

Yor:rs faithfirJ.ly,

($igrrea) K.Au IdAcRAn,

Medical Officer of Health,


