
THE HIGHLAND RAILWAY 

OPENING OF THE 

DORNOCH 

LIGHT RAILWAY 
This NEW LINE, iz-ivini; di rect R.~ilway Commuui~t1on from THE 
MOUND ::.Cation, oo th~ B igMand D..,iltvay, to DORNOCH (ra.r 
famed for ituplendid r.ul Links Md • ·n. Bathing) will be Opened 

for Traffic 

ON MONDAY, 2nd JUNE 

The Train Service on the Day of Opening 
WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:-
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On and after TUESDAY, 3rd JUNE, 
TBE TRAIN SERVICE WILL BE AS UNDER:-
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T. A . WILSON, General Mana1rer, 

Editorial 

Welcome to the RAILWAY BYLINES SUMMER 
SPECIAL No.3. As regular readers of RAILWAY 
BYLI ES magazine will know. we always try 

very hard to hnd the best possible photographs -
preferably, ones which haven't already been flogged to 
death in other magazines and books. But when it comes to 
this SUMMER SPECIAL. we must smugly adm11 to being 
rather pleased with owselves - to the best ol our 
knowledge, the greater proportion of the 110 photographs 
we have used are previously unpublished. In lact, when 
It came to having the pnnts made, some of the negallves, 
although forty or more years old. were being placed in an 
enlarger for the very first lime! Photographs don't come 
much fresher than that! 

We hope you enjoy what's on offer in th is year 's 
SUMMER SPECIAL. If you happen to be stumbling across 
us for the first time, remember that you can treat yourself 
to a regular helping of th is sort of fare - branch and 
secondary lines, industrial railways, narrow gauge, lnsh 
railways and the like. The regular helping comes 1n the 
form of a 56-page magazine, RAILWAY BYLINES, which 
is published monthly, and will cost you a measly £3.20. 

Now - if you fancy getting twelve Issues or RAILWAY 
BYLINES magazine free, gratis and lor absolutely nothing, 
you can enter our 'spot the station' competition . 
Somewhere on this or the lacing page is a picture of a 
·mystery station·, Another 'mystery station' is pictured on 
the back cover. Tell us which two stations we are looking 
at, and you could win a year 's subscription to RAILWAY 
BYLINES magazine. Send your entry to MARTIN SMITH, 
RAILWAY BYLINES, PO BOX 1957, RADSTOCK, BATH 
BA3 SY J to reach us by 26 October 2000 (for those of 
you with poor memories for dates. 26 October 1s, of course, 
Punkie Night at Hinton St.George in Somerset). Alt correct 
entries will be placed In the editor's red and white bobble 
hat, and the first one 10 be drawn will win the prize . 

Even if you don't wish to enter our compeIlt1on, you are 
most welcome to write, phone, fax or e-mail us. If you 
have any comments about this SUMMER SPECIAL, please 
get in touch - we will try to Include a selechon of readers' 
letters and comments In a forthcoming issue of RAILWAY 
BYLINES magazme. 

Left. Opening day at Don1ocb - see page 7 . (Cour­
tesy T h e Scottish Reco,-rl Office). 
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' .. . No.15053 works the Domoch Light Rail­
way; it was obserued, neatly shedded, in the 
evening, and on the 9.1 Oam train the next 
morning. According to the engine crew, this 
little machine has its boiler washed out once 
a fortnight, and goes to In.uemess about 
euery four months'. 

The attractive seaside town of Dornoch, 
the co\lJlty town of Sutherland in the north 
of Scotland, is famed for its tiny cathe­
dral and impressive golf courses, and is 
effortlessly reached by the A9 road which 
crosses the Dornoch Firth and enters the 
town from the south. The town is some 
six miles from the nearest railway, the 
former Highland Railway Inverness-Wick 
main line though, at one time, there was 
a branch which left the main line at The 
Mound and entered Dornoch from the 
north. 

Unfortunately, this stretch of main line 
is where the Highland had to make a 

1960 took the form of a brnnch line from 
The Mound; to outward appearances this 
was a fairly conventional branch line but, 
legally, it was a light railway. The Light 
Railways Act of 1896 was intended to aid 
and simplify the construction of line5 to 
remote areas, and Treasury grants were 
available to lines which, in the opinion of 
the Board of Agriculture or Board of 
Trade, would' .. . benefit agriculture in any 
district' or where ' ... a necessary means of 
communication would be established be­
tween a fishing harbour or fishing village 
and a ma.rket, or that such a railway is 
necessary for the development of or main­
tenance of some definite industry'. The 
Act was well-intentioned, bu t it was open 
to exploitation and there were many in­
stances of 'main line· companies setting 
up nominal subsidiaries for the promo­
tion and construction of light railways 
with, of course, the aid of Government 
gran ts. In the case of the Dornoch Llght 

major diversion inland 
to Lairg, followed by 
nearly twenty miles of 
unremunera ive line be­
fore Golspie was 
reached. It might seem 
more logical (or 

by 
Railway, the company 
was completely inde­
pendent although, as we 
shall see later, it had a 
close corporate relation­
ship with the Highland 

A.J. M ullay and 
I. C. Coleford 

Dornoch's rail way to have branched from 
the main line so mew here around Tain and 
to have struck northwards across the 
Dornoch Firth - not noted for its mari­
time traffic - thereby cutting thirty-six 
miles or so from the journey between 
Dornoch and Inverness. However, the prob­
lem with such a line would have been the 
crossing of the Dornoch Firth - as the firth 
was 1 ½ miles wide, a r ailway bridge 
would have been extremely costly, prob­
ably prohibitively so. Thus, Dornoch's rail 
connection between the years 1902 and 

As related later in th e text, in July 1955 
No.55053 was treated to a very smart 
fully lined livery during its repair nt 
St.R ollox Works. This proved to be 
rather fittin g , as the engine soon 
claimed the distinction of being the 
very last ex -Highland locomotive io 
ordinary BR sc rvi oo, It wo:. photo · 
graphed at Doroocb on IO August 1956. 
·ote the ground frame at the neck of 

the tat ion ya rd. PHOTOGRAPH: 
N.SWIFT; THE TRANSPORT TREAS­
URY 
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Railway. 
The Dornoch Light Railway Company 

was formed in 1898 to take advantage of 
the Act, and the venue of its first recorded 
boa.rd meeting- t.he office of the Suther­
land estates - shows that the local aris­
tocrat, the Duke of Sutherland, was very 
supportive of the venture. He took no fewer 
than 5,000 shares in the company, many 
ti mes more than either Dornoch Town 
Council or Sutherland County Council. All 
felt that the town, irrespective of its mod­
est population of around 1,000, shou.ld 
have a rail connection, as befitted a county 
capital. 

Capitalised at £22,000, the Dornoch 
Light Railway (DLR) obtained its Light 
Railway Order on 13 August 1898, au­
thorising the construction of a 7¾-mile 
line fr om the Highland Railway's Far 
North main-line at The Mound, with 
which Doi:noch was then conncctl:id by a 
mail gig service. (The Mound itself is a 
1,000-yard-long embankment-intended 
partly for use as a road and partly to re­
claim some land for agricultural use -
which had been engineered by Thomas 



One of the two surviving c. -Highland Railway 0-4-4Ts, No.55051, waits at the brancb platform at The l\lound on 27 May 1949. 
Although the locomotive has received its po~t-Nationl\lisatlon lettering a11d a srnokebox number-plate. the days of smokebox 
hed plate arc till a year or so into the future. The coAch, wbjch i.s lett red 'L s·. i one of the 'Diagram 1755' 57ft v hides 

which hnd been built at Wolverton in 1926/27; attached to the rear is an ex-Southern Railway parcels van. ote the water 
tower at the far end of the branch platform. The mnin liuc platform of the Ioverne s-'rVick line i · on a lightly higher level 
behind. A train tands al tbe up main platform; note the use of the ·ingular 'pla form" - there was only one main line 
pltttform at The Mound. Although there was a pas ing loop, thi wa only for goods trains - it wa not authori cd for 
passenger trains. PHOTOGRAPH: J.W.ARM TlWNG TRUST 

Telford and completed in 1 l 7). The Or­
der specified that the rails needed to be 
only 56lbs per rard, nnd no 'shelters or 
conveniences' needed to be constructed at 
an.- of three intermedia e stations. at 
Ca.mbusavie . Skelbo. and Embo. Fares 
were not to exceed 3d per mile for lirst 
class passengers, 2d for second class. and 
ld for third clas . The light railway com­
pany's minute books for October 1901 re­
fer to he possible cons ruction of an ad­
ditional passenger platform at Littleferry, 
bL1t thi came to naught.(* The limetable 
forthe day the hne open.ed - 2 June J 902 -

lists only Shelbo and Embo, but the time­
table for the r.;ery next day also lists 
Cambusa r,i e; one assumes that 
Cambusauie - with its minimalist facil i­
ties - was probably ready for 2 Jun,e, but 
no trains actuall) stopped there on th.al 
day). With a junction with the Highland's 
'Far ·orth' li ne at Tr.e Mound, it was al­
ways cm'1saged that th1,:e Highland Rai l­
way would work the line. nnd an unusual 
25-year lease of locorno ives and rolling­
stock was negoti.ated by the infant com-' 
pan1. one which had tO be revised so that 
the DLR could pay off the -2,500 capital 

DORUOCH LIGHT. 

IJ m ECTOl!S: 

Hi,usc, Dornoch. Ca ocll!or A lex:1111lcr Cnmpb.:11, Durnoch. 
G eo. R. K cn11eJy, Esq, J . l'., /,ink• 1 t,\ ic lt Grcrnt, Esq., 1-:,·~?ex, Oo:·uoch. 

W. S. Frnscr, E~q., J.P., )lo1 c!1 n!lt , W. Sutherland, Esq,. J.P., .\[erchan t. 
Do1·11och. Dornoch. 

OFFICERS.- cc., H . .\I. M,1cb;-, ~oac·rnr, Don,och: Gen . .\fan., Robert P:trk: 
En:;., A. K ewl:u1ds, fonrness. 

Offices-Dornoch. 

Inco1·por:1.te I ln 189 . Authorised cnpital, Sl,OOM, inciui:Jlng Joans. Capi tal 
lsst1ed, l3,072t. In 11. sbnres in!I)' p:iid. The 'l'rn:1su!'y has mntle a. free g-rant of 
14,~4,5/. In 11id ol coastrnction. nnd the Highl:111\l !hilw:iy contrtbmert l.001'{. 
Debenture stock for 1,,J·?L :ind l.71)0/. l11 share, was !ss cd in l!>Oo nnd subscribed 
by the tlircctors. Ca.pi ~I e:q>cnd!tnr", Slst ,\us-n•t. 1012, :m,i6 ·P: 

Tb.e line, which ls 7¾ miles in lri,,;tll, joins the Hig-1.Jlnml urnin liae 1H The MoUllll 
(Dornoch being the leru:inu,), 11ml was opened Cor traffic :?nu June, 1902. It wa5 
ol'iginaUy worked by the Hi:;hl:rncl railwny at 11ct11:\I cost, lmt It wu agreec\ 10 pay 
the work!og compnny ns from ah t AugLJsl, 1906, the sum of 153/. per nnnt1tll !n 
ll.:i\\ of net uni co•t uf ccrtal11 Item• of cxpendltllre. 

Dornoc!J Station Hotel, oprncd 15t J nl r, 1904. 

The acco1.111ts fnr the yu.r en<leu ~hl December, 1918, showed t l1at the imcrest 
unpaid and :iccrued on the 4 per cent. debenture stoc:.C had bee:, pnld off. A 
d1vldend of l per cent. w~s p11!d on the orcllnnry slmre9 111J,J 2031. cs.rried forward. 

AcCQll•\t S :ire made 11µ :111n111l:: to 3Lst Dcc1:mbcr, aml mceiing: held in 
Febrnll:-y. 

Th Do.-noch Light Rnilwny, 1\-i listed 10 the 191.5 edi tion or Bradshaw'-1 Shnrf"holdcr11'Cu,'d._ . 

?..AILWAY BY INES Si.Jrrier Soecalc3. 

sum and interest in annual payments, 
with depreciation being allowed for - this 
was something the Highland had failed 
to include. A.l.l operational staIT were em• 
ployed by the Highla11d, the Dornoch com­
pany"s sole employee being the ecretary. 
But de pite the strong Highland influ­
ence. the ligh railway company was to 
maintain its 1ndepende11ce until Group­
ing in 1923. 

A Treasury gram of£ l.J.000 was re­
ceived. but with the origmnl contractor 
going bankn.ip,. the DLR had to request 
an additional 1,445 after opening: of that 
extra sum, £945 was received by Decem• 
ber 1903. The cos of building the line was 
actually 30,000, with the Highland be­
ing asked to step in urgently in 1900 to 
secure a road bridge at The Mound, the 
contract.01· having left work unfini5hed. 
:.'v[ost unusually for a light railway. the 
Board of Trade had insi ted that tile line 
should have fencing for its entire length 
and gates a all level crossings. The con­
struction offi ve Ct"ossings- Dornoch Plan­
tation. Embo, kelbo Castle. Cambusavie 
and at the south end of The. lound -com­
plete with crossing keeper's cottages, had 
been co-red at 1.113.3.0d and had been 
au hon ed at a meettng of the light rail­
vvay company's directors on March 1901. 
The gate at each of he crossings, inci­
dentally. were protected by hand-operated 
signal-. The torn! cost of signalling and 
interlocking throughou the line was 
£1.039.l ! lld. 

At one time no fewer than 9 r:1et1 were 
working or. h1 - :;hort line on whicn the 
only m~Jor earthwork wo.a the Fleet Via-

·· ! I . 
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23-incb Ordnance Survoymap. 1006. Tbc Mound 6UllloD op n d with lhe Bonnr 8rldJe-Ciolspie •ec1lon of1bc ·far :-.orth· line in April 186 • This m.p cl arly showi I hat .; 
the )lation wu ln the middle of nowhero: it aen·ed onlyu a point ofnchangefor Dornoch - pnor<o 1he openlos of the Oornoch branch in 1902 11 hlld been 1he Point where 
mnll coaches to and rrom Dornoch h•d met th e 'm.ai11 line' <min , thus expl~ining the existence of• PoJt Office In Juch nn isolotcd po t. 1'"oto th nt1 olthough Th~ Mound ""tlon ~ 
hod n pauln1 loop. it hnd only one main line p latto rm - th e p~uing loop wM outhorised only for &ood• train&. and sop Jseng•r trains cou ld not croH here. CROl\7'" 
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duct, a steel girder structure with trough 
flooring, and having four arches each of 
50 feet span; the principal gradient on 
the railway was the 1 in 45 .from the north 
end of viaduct up to The 1 lound station. 
From the south end of the viaduct the line 
ran beside Loch Fleet - now a National 
Nature Rese rve - before traversing an 
area of sand dune , skining the Royal 
Dornoch Goli Course and terminating 
within a stone's throw of Dornoch's 13'0 

century cathedral. As per the original pro­
posal, the th.rec intermediat e stations 
were Cambusavie (l 1{ miles from The 
!\-found), Skelbo (3h miles) and Embo (6 ½ 
miles) . 

The line opened o public passenger 
traffic on 2 June 1902. The engine in 
charge, not only on opening day, but also 
for the first three years of the line's exis • 
ence, was Highland Railway 0-6-0'T 

o.56, formerly named BALNA..IN, but 
renamed DOR'.\fOCH for its new sphere 
of duties. It was one of three similar loco­
motives which had been built at the High­
land's Lochgorm Works in Inverness be­
tween 1869 and 1 74. These little engines 
had a maximum axleweight of only 10 
tons, wl::ich made them ideal for Jightly­
constructed lines such as the Dornoch 
branch. They were de;,igned by William 
Stroudley who left the Highland Railway 
for the London. Brighton & South Coast 
Railway in 1870: within a few months of 
taking up his new post a Brighton, 
Stroudley made slight alterations to the 
design for a new type of tank engine for 
the LB&SCR. These were the famo s 'Ter­
riers' - the rest. as they say. is histo ry . 

During the fu-st three months of op­
eration. the Dornoch branch generated 
gross r eceip ts of £56 l. l 9.9d . o.gainst 

£379. 19.Sd in expenses. It carried nearly 
45,000 people in its first year. ri ing to 
47,419 in its second. Train mileage was 
15,972 in the second yeur, with expenses 
per train mile stated to be "26.33" - this 
was presumably old pence. 1'here were 
three trains each way daily in the first 
time able. with an addi ional one on Tues­
days. Local historian Barty Turner has 
suggested that the extra train on that day 
was to serve tho e Sutherland ci izens 
attending court in their county town, but 
one wonders if Sutherland was so full of 
miscreants as to justify such a service: 
The extra train was certainly not likely to 
have been intended to carr;· marke: traf­
fic, as the Highland Ratl~ay tnnetable 
omitted Dornoch from the list of market 
towns it served. 

By the following autumn. train times 
had changed slighdy. Although the Tues-

-~· ~·. " 
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branch tcrminu at Dornoch was a modeller' light - a 
engine shed (unfortunately out of view here). On 30 July 1952 Ko .55051 is undertaking some shunting - goods wagon will 
be attached behind the carriage nncl parcels v,m, and the train will run 'mixed' to The Mound. The carriage, the fi1· t of 11 

ba1ch of twenty-five brake corridor composite which had been built for the LM R in 1927. i numbered SC6659M and is in 
BR cannine and cream livery; photographer Tim Shuulewonh not d thnt the bra door hinge 1,· r stamped 'Lt'.vVR' -
presumably, the 1'orth We tern had I pt a good stock of door hinges! The parcels van (an - ton m at vnn, in fact) is 
numbered 1172609 and is paint d brown. PHOTOGRAPH; f.W.SH '.I'TLEWORTH 

DORNOCH BRANCH LIGII'l' RAILWAY 
Skclbo Level Crossing,-Aiter up tra:na have ~ over the !oval crossing they mud. be 

brought to a. stand OJld not proceed until the porter hB.11 opeood the gates for the roadwo.y e.nd 
joinll'Cl tho troin. Down traim must stop abort, of tho lo-vel crossing to perr:ni ~ of tho ~ard opening 
llo got.;,,, for tile passage o{ Lhe tJ:sin. 

l,/1. £,nr~c, from the L.\ISR :Sorthcrn Dh·ioion WTT .>.p­
pendis for 1937 

:-io.55051 p051t1on goods vans. and " 'a gorb which it brought in from The 1\lound a pal'\ of a mixed train: the brake van 
on the left ,..a pl.Ht of thP mixed train , The dntc is 30 July 1952. The RnilwaJ Clearing Hou e HandbooJ~ of tatio11s stated that 
Dornoch Hit ion could deal "ith ·Good,. Pa , n!!er. Parcels and .'.\li~cellAneou · Traffic. Furniture Van · . Carriage . .'.\lotor 
C111·,. Ponable En1?incs and .'.\l11chine.s on \\n cb. Lh c;;tock. Hor e Boxe- and Prize Cnttl \ ·an . and Carriage- and l\lotor 
Car · b~ Pa,,cnger or Ptul'els Tra in'. and had a 30-c" 1 crnne. Track plans of the late 1950 indicate that. wh erea< mo · t of the 

at ion , at·d had. b,· then. been relaid " ith ,51b or 'O lb rail,. flat-bo11omed rails were · till in ilu for mo-;1 of he leru!'lh of the 
~ood- ,-hcd roo.d. PHOTOGRAPH: f,\\ .:S HL'TTLEWOl{TH -
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The primi ti ve-looking 4,000 gallon water ta nk wa s on the 
'h ead hunt' of t he engine s h ed at Dornoch. To the left of the 
tower, a wagon stand at t he timber coal s tage. The s ingle-
torey buildin g beyond the stage i a storage hut for a pd­

vnte trader•~ coal. On the extreme ri ght of the p.iccure is the 
wall of the engine he<l. The building co t £225.14.0d to coa-
truct. h has been uggested elsewhere th at the shed wa 

built on the it e of th e "ell-known loca l hi torical mo nu­
ment, St. )l ichn l's We ll. b11t that is not true ... A- explained in 
B ntinck's hi LOry of Dornoch. published in 1926, t he we ll 
was actua lly si t ed jusr to the ou1h of wh ere the passe11g r 
srn tion w A,,: builr (it position is clearly mark ed on the nc­
com panyina Ordnn nce ur-· y map), However, in the early 
l830 the parli amen tary boundary of the burgh was defined, 

with SLMich ael' Well being designat d its north•easterly 
limit. The Act defining this boundary tipulated that owners 
of propcrtie more tha n even mil e outside th e boundary 
should h uvc no vote in the bur•1 h's affair . but one promi­
nent local citiz n lived a hundred yards or o beyond the 
'seven-mile limit' and wa thereby deprived of hi \!ote . This 
genlleman i ued instruction· for a ston stru cture bearing 
the inscription 'St. Michael' Well' to b erected some 200 yards 
north of 1he actual si t e (wh re the ngiue hcd wa s to be 
built in 1902). Taking this mnrker a the bounda1·.-· of Do rnoch, 
the gentleman· residence cam e within the 'seven-mile limit' 
and he thereby retained his vote'. Thus, the 'well' on the site 
of th engine hcd was merely , mark r, not the well it elf. 
PHOTOGRAPH: P .J.GARLA :--: D 

day special had \·anishccl altogether. there 
were now four trains each weekday- two 
passenger and two mixed. The 7:,,, mil 'S 

between The ?\Iound and Dornoch were 
covered in 25-30 rmnut es by the passen­
ger trains. with the mixed rains taking 
an a,veragc of eight minutes longer. 
Cambusavie was a request stop through• 
om the life of the branch. 

ln 1902 the Hi ghland Railway's Loco­
motive up rintendcnt. Pe er 
Drummond. proposed the construction of 
new lightweight tank locomot1ve,; specifi­
ca lly for working. not only the Dornoch 
branch , but also the soon- o-be-opened 
Lybster branch which was also built to 
Light Railway specifications. Although 
the HR board initially agreed to the con-

struction of Lwo such locomotives, 
Drummond came up wi h two alternati ·e 
proposa ls. he first for a petrol-engined 
ra1lbus and the second for a steam 
rail mo or. !\ either of those alternatives 
wa~ considered accep ab le , and so 
thoughts reverted to small tank engines. 
four were constructed bet,.veen March 
1905 and February 1906. They were smart 

WORKING OF BRANCH LINES. 

T he follo,viu!\" J3ranch Line~ a.re worked "ith L,'-'k and Kt>y, 1111d nut more Lhan <me EngiDe in 
~~•mm mu\~ b~ "llowrd ou the rC.'lp<:<:ti\'e SecLion~ or Bi·andics a r. oue aml the 11ame tirue, ,·iL. :-• 

Wiek and Lybster Light Hallway. 
Do:rnoch and The Mound Light Railway. 
Muir of Ord and Fortrose (Black Isle Branch). 
Gollanfleld and Fort-George. 
Orblleton and Fochabers Town 

All conne,·nng Poiu , :.t Tut.t-rrue,l ial,: SlMi,m,, ,'\S w-?11 ;1,. t,ho'>?. • L.1·b3c2~, Dnruoch, :rnd Fort­
Ocvri:c T~r111in:i:•, "rr s.•ru re,I •• ·; ;\ L•,ek. d,c K"y 1i whi :h 1- 11:i<lcr the ch rg., n f th'l Eog1oe Driver. 

\.Yheil Shl.l111i11 .:; ha• Lo t,,, 1••rf .. rn1e·I .11 ,:n, r,i th ,•.,u :-r.;n:,.,,i,;_ th<' lJrin,:- " 'iii h,~od the Key to th~ 
:-t tiu1nn.~•te1· ,,,. r;uar•I ,r ,1,,, Trl'lll, ,h,) w.)l :·~::.,:c th<: L~,-i., ., 11:1d wh ,in <lJ•er&tion~ ha~e been coo\• 
;,lctc,I. 1nll a>'..!,.;,, n•;u,u is , .. rJ.e Dri,·rr , wJi,. :n,1,t n°r pn.>i:e,·,1 nu ni~ j,11.1rn~:: wi hout i1,;, I: i1111 iu 
his pvi •·~~i1•t~ 

):'., I•: 1~uw 11111 ... · .H .111.\ t: ,n- t:Pl L· r llt"•u t!i · ,\lai11 L:~,(~ uf t ~d~t: 8:-.t.nt.:ht!:1 unt.i tbe Dri\·er 
of ~uch Eu~l11e 11.~-: II ... :,~ n.: ... t:l\~•l ~u:u 111 • 1->'>~-;~ ..: .. ,~,u th1? !'\.1.: _~· in U-..!· im thi::. ."1e1.:t•un. 

\\"i)r·1. ,i 1 11l..- ... ·l !I~ ,: 1 h 11r11 ·•L t ' it.:c ... thL•n! i.;, u ;,:h111..!'.c nf !·>1·.:i:1c: i.>ri,·er,, Lhe :--:t:\.tionrn~~t.t::r or pertoa 
~u ";\ u·::e. t t.lp; .".)L'f ~, 1,,n '"l.1•:n: i.l 11..'_t.:l1L:~:.="•.;" ';I ~•11• , ._,t,l ., .. •:; ,t cJI -il1i: Kc:."' r"r1,:..1t ~ht: o:nlli! Dr!,·er ~nd pau 
\C 1..11 t/1 ... ,,Lh-r ;.!" !11;; '"tl•J, '·i.uHn::: ·~ \•,-~ 1 

-"-.: ,H 1J'.'•. 11:..:: • .-: . l 
Tli<! $ti, .. K~,· r,,, \\ ", ,:·,-i ,.: 1;1 r..11(;! . f.:11 c• 11n-~ ,.,, L •1;1 ,wt. ,., n: Pach rla ·· • work l;e h«~cecl over 

by Ea~i ,u• Drl,• ,:. :· i•J L:H! 'r..i l !.ttl 1U,ba:--r ,t 1,1e 1~01 1 u1 '"hl.f~e ;. , i ·tcn.:::in..11 St.of\t.lr;J!. 
Tr.e K1:y mu .,, ht ~~11• in a ;,::. 0,r o,j ~a, ·•11 i1_1· >, . .,,. nig !,t, :1:id h.1ur\e ,l ~-• E 1 ine Drp•er each 

uumriU!! l,efor~ dt-,pat<'li ,Jf !.r-t TrR. i11. 
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little 0-4-4Ts with 4ft 6in 
driving wheels and a very 
modest maximum 
a:deweight of 11 \I, tons. Two 
of the quartet (HR ::-,.;os.45 
and -16) were frequently used 
on the Dornoch branch, the 
other two (l\'os.25 and 40) 
appearing less frequently; it 
eems that they initially 

shared the work with the 
Stroudley 0-6-0T, ~o.56. and 
occas1onalh- (in later \·ears, 
at least) Jo~es O--l-4T 1':o.53. 

The branch engine was 
kept in a mall tim ber-built 
shed at Dornoch. The shed 
was nominal!,. an outstation 
of Inverness.'. bu 1 seems 
that rou me maintenance of 
the Dornoch branch engmes 
was under aken at 
Helmsdale. another of Inver• 
ne 5· sub-sheds According to 
Cormack & 'tevenson· ex -

. I 

I 
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cellent Highland Railway locomotives 
(ROTS, 1988), on one morning each week 
during the winter and three mornings 
during the summer, the branch train was 
advertised to run through to Brora and 
return, with the 0-4-4T or, occasionally, 
the old Stroudley 0-6-0T. working it 
throughout. 

Apart from the introduction of the 
Drummond 0-4-4Ts in 1905, the short­
lived working through to Brora, and the 
laying circa 1918 of a private timber sid­
ing near the Domoch end of the line, little 
else changed on the branch over the years. 

· evcrtheless, the light railway brought 
an unforeseen bonus to the town of 
Dornoch - th.is took the form of a luxun· 
hotel which had been opened within tw~ 
years of the railway's arrival. The hotel 
was appropriately named the tation 

1498 
1 · :233 
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Hotel : after the demise of the railway it 
was renamed the Dornoch Hotel, and is 
still going strong, with visitors enjoying 
their golf by the North Sea. During World 
War r, incidentally, the hotel had been 
aken over for military use, first by the 

Gordon Highlanders and. later, by the 
Canadian Forestry Coi:ps. As will be seen 
from the accompanying extracts from of• 
ficial documents, the line was worked on 
the 'one engine in steam' principle. 

The line remained profitable until 
1920, it first annual loss coming in 1921 
when the deficit was £74-l.4.6d; fortui• 
tously, the directors were able to cover this 
from a £800 reserve fund which had been 
prudently built up during the good years . 
The following year the loss increased to 

826.18.0d. 

/ 

Yan/ 

G l ' 

LMSR clays 
The 1923 Grouping aw both the Dornoch 
Light Railway Company and the High­
land Railway become part of the London 
Midland & Scottish Railway, but this had 
little effect on services . However, the 
Grouping brought about some change in 
the boardroom as, when the light railway 
company was wound up, the princely sum 
of £6. 3. Gd in unpaid dividends passed to 
the LMSR which, in turn, paid £350 to­
wards winding-up costs. A. the Company 

ecretary was the only employee by then, 
and was abo t to be made redundant, 
£300 of this was paid to him. l\.lore seri­
ous, however, was the loss of local control, 
for the light railway company's board min­
utes show a high level of management 
expertise, and above all, of concern for the 
well-being of the line. That could never be 
replicated by the L.'1SR which proved to 
be a highly-centralised company with its 
head office 656¼ (!) r ail miles away at 
Eu ton. 

At the time of the Grouping, the branch 
was served by three passenger trains each 
way on weekdays: 
From Dornoch: 10.55am; 1.05pm; 
4.40pm 
From The Mound: 11.40am: 2.00pm; 
6.43pm 

These services were timed to connect 
with main line trains at The found -
they were not aimed at purley local trav• 
ellers as there was not really anywhere 
'purlcy local' to go. The connections were: 
· The 10.55am ex-Dornoch and 11.40am 
ex-The Mound connected with the 8.00am 
Wick-Inverness 
· The 1.05pm ex-Dornoch and 2.00pm 
ex-The Mound connected with the 
10.30am Inverness-Wick 
· The 4.40pm ex-Dornoch connected with 
the 2.00pm Wick-Inverness 
· The 6.43pm ex-The Mound connected 
with the 2.35pm lnverness-Helmsdale. 

The locomotives most closely con­
nected with the Dornoch branch duly re­
ceived Li\..1SR numbers: 
· Drummond 0-4-4T No.20, 40, 45 and 46 
became LMSR rs:o.15051, 15052, 15053 
and 15054 respectively. 
· Stroudley 0-6-0T. ·o.56 became uvl R 
~o.16118 (by the mid-1920s, this engine 
was no longE\r seen on the Dornoch 
branch). 
• Jones 0-4-4T ·o.53A (its duplicate 
number had been applied in 1917), be­
came LM R l\"o.15050. 

By the rnid-1920s the veteran 
Ko.16118 was no longer seen on the 
Dornoch branch (it was withdrawn in 
1928), and Jones 0-4-4T . ·o.15050 was 
withdrawn in December 1929. By the 
early l 930s the usual pairing on the 

This ls• r~duct1on Crom the 25-l nch Otdoa..cce Survev 
map of 1 ~05. The lmlc talion r;io ti • on the non~ sldo ~f 
the ma.ll town . The building nt the north end of the sta­
tion on the ea•• or , he line i• the en&lne shed. Th• suitlon 
loyout setD\S 10 ho " ' been llule 11J1ered 1hcou1bout its 
!6-yeor \\.OrkJn1 life. Kou ,he Sc.atioo Hote-1 in its own 
rrounds on the ea , of the town . The "Site o(St .. \I lchael's 
Well' is mnrl<ed - ,he. sh oil we sa;. hlJtoncal inaccurocy 
of thls ••ite' has betn referred to in one of our urllcr 
photonp<ions, bu, It s ems that th e Dorooch L11b1 R111i­
wa~ Company koe,, not of the inAccur~cy- tb-t" compllny 
mlnu1<, for Oc,obor 1901 noted tho, a placfonu (wltbio 
th shed?) shou ld be· ,e-erectod' (lhis suggesu on eris<• 
Ing .sl ru citure beinli'. dismantled and transr~rred ,o thf' 
Dornoch II ne) • .. . 11.s no,.<r LO the ancient tit~ u po slb le .. . 
lhe sit, LO be . uch tha.t the edifice wall not 1n1rr-f"rr with 
t he laJ inJ of roils'. CROW;'\ COPYRIGHT 
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DORNO0H AND THE MOUND 
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LMSR worklnK limetoble. Summer 194,. 

Dornoch branch were Drummond 0•4•4Ts 
Kos. 15051 and 15053. A visitor to the line 
in the summer of 1937 reported in the 
Railway Observer that·... ·o.15053 works 
the Dornoch light Railway; it was ob­
served, neatly shedded, in the euening, and 
on the 9.1 Oam train the next morning. Ac­
cording to the engine crew, this little ma­
chine has its boiler washed out once a fort­
night, and goes to In verness about every four 
months'. 

1t has been stated elsewhere that, at 
some time during the LMSR period, a 
through sleeper was introduced between 
Dornoch and London. but was taken off 
after only a short period due to lack of 
patronage. Unfortunately, we have been 
unable to confirm or refute that unlikely 
sounding episode in the Dornoch branch's 
life. (lf any reader has information about 
the 'Dornoch Sleeper: we would be uery in­
terested to hear -Ed.) 

' 5 l 2 

~ble.s WEEK DAYS ., .. 
~ • 

h .. m. -
.. --= 0 THE MOUND • . 9 .. dip. ll 50 .. 

8~ lt C..mbasa.-i• Pla~rom, . • . . • . . . A .... . . .. 3! Sktlbo . . . . . • . . . . 12 3 .. .. H Em~o ..•••.• .. • .. ..•••.•... 12 9 .... . ... 
DOR~OCcI · . . . 9 .. ur. 12 18 

The pub]jc timetables for :vlarch 1940 
listed three trains each way (weekdays 
only), but by :Kovember 1946 there were 
only two each way: 
From Dornoch: 10.40am: 1.10pm 
From The foun d: 11.50am; 2.00pm 

The connections were: 
· The 10.40am ex-Dornoch and 11.50am 
ex-The Mound connected with the 8.25am 
Wick-Inverness 
· The 1.10pm ex-Dornoch and the 2.00pm 
ex-The Mound connected with the 
10.40am Inverness-Wick. 

The journey times of the branch trains 
were still in the region of 25-30 minut.es 
and it was still the usual practice to run 
mi..,ed trains; the mainstays of the freight 
traffic were fish and livestock (outwards) 
and coal (inward ). By this time (1946), 
the two regular branch engines, 

·os.15051 and 15053, were the only two 
survivors of their class; of the other two, 
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No.15052 ho.cl been with• 
drawn as long ago as De- , 
cember 1930. while 
No.15054 had been re­
tired in October 1945 . 

However, it had long 
since become clear that 
the arrival of the railway 
some forty years earlier 
had not arrested the de­
population of the area. 
The population of the en• 
tire pari h. according to 
the 1 91 census, had 
been 2,404, but by the 
late 1930s it had dropped 
to around 2,000. The 
population of the town of 
Dornoch it·elf in 1939 
was a mere 725. 

Br it ish Railway 
In January 194 . the Dornoch branch duly 
became part of the Scottish Region of Brit­
jsh Railways. The little engine shed at 
Dornoch formal ly became a sub-shed of 
Helmsdale which was given 'parent' sta­
tus and subsequently coded 60C. 

A visitor to the Dornoch branch on 15 
May of that year repor ed that No.15051 
- stated to be' ... in filthy condition' - was 
in action on the Line: it was also r eported 
that, as the 10.40am ex-Inverness was 
running very late. the 2.00pm from The 

found had to held for some 90 minutes. 
On the same day. the other 0-4-4-T, 
Ko.15053, was observed dead at 
Helmsdale shed. A return visit in October 
reported: · ... the situation at Dornoch is 
most critical as, du.ring September, 
No.15053 had dropped her grate whilst Oll­

a train, and u.;as laid off in the mid-road in 
Dornoch station, where she was still to be 

The xterior of Dornocb u:u ion . 30 July l95.2. Wlrnn the tation opened in 1902 it had a book hop run by a :'!Ir.Gill e pie. The 
tntion b uildi ng wa - de- cribed ns having a 'picnd' roo f - thi an old Scott ish word for hipped. The bu ilding it ·elf i now 

pre crved. PHOTOGR.-\PH: f .\\' .SHUTTLE\\"ORTH 

S11mmP.r ~oPri::il Nn :1 RAH WA Y RYI )NF~ 



:>age !!6 Celebradnl arllllln) Ug~I ia11wns. tnduw111 SVttems. Countrt Unn & Na,row Gaug~ 

A visit to Dornoch 
Tlie following is the late George Robin's accorult of a trip on the Dornoch branch 
in early part of July 1950. This account was part of a lengthy article which 
appeared in the Highland Rnilway Journal (th.e magazine of the Highland 
Railway ociety); this extract i.~ reproduced by hind permissioii of Mr.Keith 
Fenwich, the editor of the Jourr:al. 

Geo,·ge Robin's day started at Inuer11ess where he joined the 7.00am train to 
Wic/1; it comprised nine corridor:s, a restaura,il car and a 1.1estibule /01· 'ouerflow', 
and was hauled by Black Five No.44961. He recalls that: ' ... on arrival at The 
Mound, it wa to give the impression that the old Sutherland Raj}way {Bonar 
Bridge to Gol pie) hnd been a paring a possible , ith its limited capital. To 
my surprise, this tntion hnd one long and nnrrow platform on the right­
hand idc of tho track, fairly straight at the southern end, but curving sharply 
away towards the water at the northern extremity. The station house was 
fairly substantial, much more so than at Rognrt, while opposite the platform 
wo. a po.ssing loop, off which led the scanty siding accommodation. 

I noticed that the Light Railway came up on a 1 in 45 grade off the embank­
ment, while the platform was on a lowor level than the main line one. The 
junction was at th south end of the layout. Thu I was now half way to Wick, 
having travelled 80 mil from Inverness, and once the platforn1 work was 
completed ,14961 drew her train right forward, and n the right-hand curve , 
mentioned above imm diately becomes reverse and round a rock cutting, the 
driver mu t have had his mark for stopping before shunting the diner and 
v stibule carriage into a siding beside one of yon stinking gas tnuk . The 
train left here 1 ½ minutes late fo1· the barren , astes, while I ba<l about 90 
minute to see a1·ound. I asked to ho.ve my ca kept in the station office, and 
the station master just aid "Put it down here and nobody will touch it". H~ 
told me that he came from Ham.ilton, and bad got this isolated job easily. He 
appeared to ;me to be only about thirty years of age. 

I was feeling a bit peckish now and felt the desire for a cup of coffee. I asked 
him wb re to go, but wa told quite politely that there was no place within 
miles. However he did give me permi sion to walk down the branch as far as 
the lound embankment, situated just beyond the points, to get II photo of the 
trnin on it. That was OK in itself, but the line curved sharply and on the in ide 
of the curv was a fine telegraph pole which would come right to the centre o.f 
the best exposure. Tl'Y as I might, I could not get in the ru;:chcs aero the road 
and the river (or perhaps a narrow nock of Loch Fleet) without an upright of 
some kind blot.t.iug out something more int re ting. Then on the top of that 
there wa~ a pel·fect plague of very large flies - may have been bluebottles -
buzziag around and I could not shake them off eitb r. I was dead cared that 
one would fly past th l ens at the c rucial moment because every now and then 
they were all that I could see through th view-finder. So nft r getting a good 
s ite and wanderin.g around a little I at last saw the exhau t steam of the wee 
train meanderin{! along the bore acros Loch Fleet. Slow ly but urely lt 
approached, and I was sooo able to s e that it was mixed. At last it stopped at 
Cambusavie Halt and I heard it lenve and aw it appear in full view on the 
embankment. r am «lad to say that my photo came out OK after all as I snapped 
the wee Highland 0-4-4 tank, lookiog a Highland a possib l , as she came off 
the ea1·thwork with her Stanier brak third composite and seven a sorted 
goods v hicles und brake van. 55051 was the number today, and I understand 
that h and 65053 run alternate weeks on thi run, the spare engine being 
k pt at Helmsdnle. 

The early moru.ing train from \.Vick and Thurso provided tho next excite­
m nt as she rrived and departed behind 6P 44759. The wee tankie, 55051, now 
bad th job of coupling on to the diner and attaching them to the rcnr of the 
up main line train. i\lore photos. I al o managed quite a few of 55051 nnd the 
station and the branch platform. A the bn,ncb grade i l in 250 at the plat-­
form, the Dornoch end i v ry mu h lower down than the main Jin one which 
ri e in the same direction; cons quently. teps down are required, while a 
dila pidated f nee keep pas cog r from breaking their necks. At one time I 
w nt back to the stn tionhou e for anoth r s pool for my camera, but on find­
ing nobod · the,·e I just went in, and at the ame tune noticed that th afe was 
!yin" wide open! 

55051 had di posed ofh r four cov red and three open wagons, and t.he 11.50 
branch train to Dornoch consi"ted only of the oue coach with a few pa · 11-

ge1· . many churn of milk and the wee Hicthland tank . 
. ·ow thi was a light railway, and I was to find out that the driv r knew 

that. We went quite met-rily down the 1 in ,J5 and crossed the bridge on to the 
embankm nt. H e r the main road to Doruoch ran along parallel to us, though 
we fell to a low r !eve I and, by mean- of a level cro in" on th c c1uve, we 
cro ed the 1·oad and took to the bores of the Loch. Only 1•; miles from the 
,Junction we passed Cnmbusavie platform; it had the two Hi ghland stop sig­
nal and the oae fo1· our direction was orr. The tides , I expect, would be topped 
by the mbankment, and w e were now on II nndy shore, as we ran along a 
lightly construct d track n ar what I took to be a disused road. HoweYer, I 
think it wa - once the main road. but I aw sign later of a hetter con tn1ctio11, 
and l think thnt thi s old on nrn st ha,·e been left... continu ed opposite ... 

seen on fl" October, very rusty- this condi­
tion was painfully obuious to any passen­
ger or passer-by. o.15051 was therefore 
carrying on single-han.ded, with the condi• 
lion of one of the driving axleboxes causing 
grave doubts as it wa.s running warm and 
shedding white metal'. 

·o.15053 was later taken to t.Rollox 
for repair; it emerged in January 1949, 
not only in good mechanical health, but 
also sporting BRITISH RAILWAYS let­
tering on its tanks and its new BR 
number, 55053. The other Dornoch regu­
lar, No.15051 , was dispatched to 
St.Rollox soon after, and emerged in April 
as BR No.55051. 

It remained the standard practice for 
one of the two 0-4-4Ts to be in use and the 
other kept as a spare, usually at 
Helmsdale. However, on 6 October 1952 
!\"o.55051 was noted at Inverness, work­
ing as the carriage and wagon shumer; 
apparently it had been sent down from 
Helmsdalo for a routine boiler examina­
tion and was merely earning its keep at 
Inverness before being sent back to 
Helmsdale the following day. A visitor to 
the area on l July 1953 reported that 
!\"o.55053 was on the Dornoch branch and 
No.55051 was on shed a Helmsdale. A 
return visit on 6 October of hat year re­
vealed that No.55053 was once again the 
branch engine, but on this occasion 
No.55051 was undertaking a little light 
shunting at Helmsdale. 

In the early 1950s there was a change 
in the mode of working the Dornoch 
branch, the opening and closing of the six 
sets of level crossing gates along the route 
now being undertaken by the guard of the 
train. This, of course, all took time, and 
the journey times were consequently in• 
creased to 43 minutes (down) and 46 min­
utes (up) for the 7¾ miles. However, there ' 
were only two trains each way to be af­
fected; the timetables for the summer of 
1954 list: 
From Dornoch: 10.25am; 1.00pm 
From The Mound: 11.55am; 2.05pm 

The connections were: 
• The 10.25nm ex-Dornoc h and the 
11.55am ex-The Mound connected with 
he .35am \Vick-Inverness 
· The 1.00pm ex-Dornoch and the 2.05pm 
ex-The Mound connected with 10.40am 
Inverness-Wick. 

Of those main line connections, the 
8.35am from Wtck was adv rtised in the 
pubhc timetables as having a restaurant 
car from The Mound to Inverness. The car 
had arrived at The Mound on the 6.40am 
ex-Inverness (scheduled arrival at The 
Mound at 9.52am) and wa taken off at 
there and placed in a siding to awai at­
tachment to the southbound rain from 
Wick to Inverness; this was due at The 
Mound at 11.31am. This transfer o the 
restaurant car at The. Iound was a long-
tanding practice. 

In the early l950s the platform face at 
Dornoch was renewed and the ation 
buildings repainted, the platforms at 

kelbo and Embo rebuilt. and the branch 
itself relaid with 60ft rails. It was con-id­
ered in some circles that the la.)'lng o new 
rail- wo d pave the way for the regular 
use of ex-Caledonian 2P 0,4-.JTs on the 
hne . However. that was not to happen -
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co,itinued from preuiou page ... 
... to serve intermediate point . Shortly, lnrger boulders and v ry large patches , 
of eaweed almost blotted out the sand on the bore aud, after seeing some 
old stone piers, or jetties, on the loch side, we drew up at Skelbo platform, 3¾ 
miles on our journey. Tbe platfor.m just held OUl" coach with enough room 
left for a four-wheeled van. It was placed on the right hand or landward side 
of the line and ooe passenger got out. Why, I don't know, as al! that I could see 
wa isolation. Onwards we struck grade of 1 in 50, and the countryside 
became more gorse covered now, whiJe the art of driving on a light railway 
eemed to be that of keeping a teady 15mph up and down the ever changing 
teep grades of the switchback. Soon we cam upon a long straight stretch, 

mostly at 1 in 50 up, and what a miserable preamble it was. 
At the top here was Embo (5!~ miles) and this was quite a large place, but 'I 

ulso with a ingle platform, though on the left ide this time while there was 
quite a bi.,. yard ut the Dornoch end. Three folk got in here. Shortly after 
leaving. a golf cour e appear d 011 the inland side, while tbe seashore sported 
a fine long, though nano, tretch of lovely golden sand. We were now on a 
long straight de cent-, but right at tbe foot and just round a very sharp bend 
was a level cro ing with gates, a keeper and the u ual ignal in each direc­
tion for prot cting such existences. Immediately, a very sl1arp rever e curve 
(to the right) took us into the stntion area of the t rminu . The large wooden 
faced platform was on the left side. and was of r markabl length. There was 
no signal box and no turntable, but there wa a fair siz cl yard with a cov­
ered-in goods sb d and a mall engine shed, while provision was mad for 
watering engine . We arrived about even minutes late and I noticed that the 
station platform was quite a "market'', people havir)g free access to the shop 
or two on it. I took o photo here. I do not know how to account for my 
excitement here, but both this exposure and one that l took before leaving 
were "<louble-exposured" with ones nt the Mouod. !though I ,vns able to 
duplicate the Mound one fater on, I did not have the chance to do the same 
with the photos at Dornoch. Still, I cannot be lucky every time, though I 
should be more careful. 

I had only one hour at Doraoch and thought it fitting to get the inner man 
filled again as I had had nothing since my 6.15am breakfast at lnvcrn s, and 
I had no idea where I would get my tea. I chanced upon the burnt-out ruin of 
the "Sutherland Arms Hotel" upon following ome signposts, but they had an 
annexe whlch served up n very fin lunch. As a matter of fact, it was quite the 
meal of this outing and not having any time to e:i::plore the town (what a real 
pity) I made for the stntion onc again. Dornoch tation was situated on a 
fringe, but as far a I could s e the track could not really have economically 
been brought nearer to the town centre. I had a chat with the driver who told 
me that he and his mate were the only crew thi summer. Last summer (1949) 
an afternoon trip was nrn and thi nece sitated a crew being brought up 
from Inverness to live in digs and did not pay. The driver was definitely of the 
opinion that o.s thing were worked at pre nt that the branch was paying. It 
may or it may cot, but it was good henring. 

Tbe trip back to the main line wa uneventful. A lot of uodries were picked 
up at Embo and nother ingle passenger got out at Skelbo; while as we 
passed nmbusavie Halt, I noticed that the ignals had not been altered iocc 
we pn ed earlier, and that the one which was "ofP' was th arm for the 
Dornoch direction. It i interesting to note that th ignal at this halt were 
of the Upper Quadr1111t type, ·hile The found al o had been re-signalled 
with this modern tone. So once mor J could ny that l had trnv lied over 
another interestiog byway, and once more could I say that I had travelled 
behind nn engine of the old Highland Railw11y. , 

At The Mound, there wa little for me to do except hang a1·ound f01· the 
Wick train to ome along in about half an hours ti.me. However, I made the 
unfortunate discovery that I had been carele s with my c mera, and had 
made a double exposure of both the snnps at Dornoch station. By good luck 
I was uow able to r epeat the 01.isse at The Mound. The day was till dulli b 
with low cloud, but as the un was ca ting no badow it made photographing 
all the a ier, a I could cboo e eitbe r side of the locomotives. The main line 
train was late in arrivin" behind yet another 5P 4-6-0, 44798, and consisted of 
mail van, diner, four corridors for\ ick and three for· Thurso, and so tared at 
a little short of 300 tons. I .managed a11 empty scat in the Thurso section, but 
must say thnt the trnin wa well filled .. .'. 

al leasr. no, permanent)~ - and so 
).;os.550-31 and 55053 sold! ,red on 

A ,1;;1tor o ln vernes;, on lhe e,·emng of 
\\" ~dnesday Jllly 1955 ob.,; n ·ed 

~ o.55053 arrl\"lng at the shed for its rou­
ine wash-ou . I was apparently due to 

return to Helmsdale on Friday • . depart· 
ing ligh engi ne from [nvern ss at 

5.00am. \.Vhile No.5505 3 was away from 
Helmsdale, the Dornoch branch was 
worked by No.55051 or, occasionally, 
Helmsdnle's spa.re engine, Caley 0-4-4T 
No.55162. As for Ko.55051, it was re• 
ported in July 1955 that it was due to be 
sent to St.RoUox for repair, but the state 
of its boiler was so bad that. a one-way 
trip to Kilmarnock seemed to be a realis­
tic alternative. Later in July 1955 

· o.55053 went to St.Rollox for repair and, 
when it emerged. it sported a fully-tined 
BR livery. It was the only ex-Highland 

-engine ever to receive the full BR passen• 
ger livery. 

At this time, the Dornoch branch train 
comprised a corridor brake com po ite to­
gether with a van for parcels. It appears 
that the passenger coach was changed 
fairly frequently - in other words, there 
was not a designated branch coach. One 
of the two dai ly trains in each direction 
was mi..xed, and usually had a handful of 
vans attached behind the coach. 

In April 1956 1 ·o.55051 was finally laid 
up. It was formally withdrawn three 
months later. This left . o.55053 to sol­
dier on alone on the Dornoch branch, with 
2P >,i'o.55236 being available as cover, if 
and when required. As a result of the re• 
laying of the Dornoch branch a few years 
earlier, in June 1956 the line's axle-weight 
limit was officially increased o 14 tons. 
This permi ted the use of BR or ex-L."\1SR 
'Class 2' 2-6-0s on the branch; at least, 
that was the theory - in practice, no Class 
2s were allocated to the Far ~orth, the 
nearest shed with a representation being 
Keith, which was no less than 150 miles 
away. 

The quest for alternative forms of mo• 
tive power on the branch suddenly took 
on considerable urgency on 16 1':ovember 
1956. While on a routine branch working 
- one corridor coach and a couple of fish 
vans - the locomotive's leading coupled 
axle broke. One wheel par ed company 
from the axle and ran along the ballast 
but. fortunately, the engine and train re­
mained on the rails and nobody was hurt. 
No.55053 was taken to Lochgorm Works 
to await a decision as to its future. Given 
that its classmate, . ·o.55051. had been 
cut up with indecent haste sLxtcen months 
earlier, there \vas no source of spare parts 
and so the only option for i\'o.55053 was 
withdrawal. This was formallv effected 
dunng the week ending 12 January 1957. 
t\o .55053 had claimed the distinction of 
being the last ex-Highland engine in BR 
service: it had considerably outlived the 
actuarial estimate of 25 years! 

To emporarily fill the void on the 
Dornoch branch, tandard Class 2 2-6-0 
No.7 052 was hastily transferred to In­

vern ss, with 2P 0-4-4T 
.'.\o.5 5236 reta ned as cover. 

The Moand and Dornoch Table 119 However. a pcrmanen replace­
ment for ~o.5505 3 was soon 
1demilied, and it came ma \'ery 
unexpected guise. It was West­
ern Region 16X.X class 0-6-0PT 
l\o.16--16. which left its home at 
Croes l'\ewydd on 7 February 
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9-57 (being incorporated into a 
goods train) and arrived at 
Helm sdale four days la ter . 
.\ o. 16-16 pro,·ed to be \·e:-,· we 11 
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ll nvi n g I f1 The Mound station, l\" o.55051 crosses The l\lound itself- this i the cau cway ov r the River Fleet - with a mixed 
train for Dornoch on 30 July 1952. Photogrop h er Tim huttl worth recall that he and hi brother were the only pn en­
ger to board th e train nt The lound; the train was not requi red to stop at Cambusavic a no pa enger wished to board 
or alight there, but two or three pa se ngers joined nl Sk Ibo and Embo. After arrival at Dornoch the engine undertook a 
little shunting t hen returned to the platform as if to depan with the passengcr coach; howev r . there were no more trains 
thnt day. o ;\[e srs. huttleworth & Shuttleworth had to return to The Mound by bu . PHOTOGRAPH: F.\-V. HUTTLE\VORTH 

The Dornoch branch train, with No.55 05 1 in charge, approaches The Mound on 23 Apcil 1952 - that years erned to be a 
pop\dor one with photographer ! PHOTOGRAPH: H.C.CAS ERLE Y 



=-:o .55053 and il mixe d train (the 2.05pm from T he l\lound) nppronch Dornoch oo I October 1953. The train has ju l negoti ­
ated th level crossing 20 chai ns (', mi le) short of the terminus. The coaich i a Ou b- ided ex-LM R 62ft vehicle; it appears 
to be one of those whi ch had been bui lt flt Wolverton between 1935 and 193 . There seemed to b e no preference a to wh.ich 
wa · round the coachc faced on the brnnc h - in some phot0graph the brake e nd i near t the te1·minu s while, in other, 
it i n or:-c t The Mound. PHOTOGRAPH: A.B. LETCHER 

sui ed to the Dornoch branch and so, in 
July 1958, anothe r of the class, Ko.1649. 
was also dispatched to Helmsdale. It had 
pr viously been alloca ed to St.Philip's 
Marsh shed in Bristol. The use of these 
two l6XXs in the Far ~onh prompted the 
suggestion thal. with others of the class 
allocated to sheds in Cornwall, this dis­
per al of a class was almos certainly a 
peacetime record. 

The panniei.: tank had 01 h· a short 
time t.o b come accustomed to chei.r new 
surroundings. By the early part of 1960. 
proposal to close twemy of them rrne­
dwte statio ns be tween In\'erness and 

Wick looked hke becoming reality. One of 
the station earmarked for clo ure was 
The Mound, and this would . of cour e, 
render the Dornoch branch trains redun­
dant . The closure of The !vfound and he 
Dornoch branch was effec ed on '.'Vlonday 
l3 June 1960 but. in the absence of un­
day sel'vices, the last public passenger 
rai s ran on aLUrday 11 " . The branch 

engine on he ·]ast day· wa ~ o.164.9. The 
morning rcrnrn t rip consist ed of the cus­
tomar~- smgle coach plus a h:;indful of 
freight vans. but for th second (and fi · 
nal) trip three corridor coaches were pro­
vided. Nter the final arrival a Dornoch. 

Ko.1649 had to clear the goods vans from 
the station yard as well a returning the 
empty coachi ng stock. 

The closure of he Dornoch branch had 
not been confirm d until fairly late in the 
day: cl early. it had not been confirmed 
when the Seo tish Region had printed its 
public timetables for the summer of 1960, 
as the branch services (a ll two of them!) 
were b ted in the timetablt> which came 
into force on 13 June of that year. The two 
Pannier Tank remained in the area un­
til their withdra\val in December 1962. 
Their wo1·k incl uded s tation piloting at 
Dingwall. 

Th thr ee int rmedinte lRtion 
on the Dornoch branch " ere el­
d om ph otogr aphed . and o thi 
p ic ture of Embo i - some th ing of a 

• rarit~·.h"astnkenon -J unel960 
and loo k outh to\, n rd 
Dornoch , :'I. nut ·d iu the tC .~t. th e 
tation platform "11 rebu ilt in 

t he earl, 1950 , PH TOGR.-\PH: 
LY~DO~ \\ ', HQ\\"E 



Re turning to Dornoch, this view of the t11t ion show 
to Dornoch on 23 Apl'i l 1952. P HOTOGRAP H: R.M.CA 

,n,g booklet e:r:clu.si~ely describing the /in.e 
u·as tlrilten and published by Barry C. 
Turner in !9 7 (ISBJ\" 09jJ335 04). 

ome of the locomotir;e information was 
gleaned from Highland Railway Locomo­
tirns (Cormack & Ste ue 11so11 - RCTS, 
19" ), u:hile other information was taken 
from contemporary railuay magazines, 
notabl_\ the Railway Observer. 

Thanks are also due to M r. Keith 
Fen w1c/1, the editor of The Highland :Rail­
way Journal (the magazine of the High­
land Railway Society), for granting per· 
mission to use extracts from George Rob­
in's articles which appeared in the Jour­
nal. For detail of membership of the High -
land Railway Society, contact Mr.Don 
Massey , l 7 Wellyards Close, \Veston, Sta{-

ford STJ8 OJWE (we imagine an s.a.e. 
would be regarded as a common courtesy). 

Thanks also to Messrs. Tim Shuttleworth 
and John Edgington for informal ion about 
the coaching stock, to Mr. IJryan L. Wilson 
for information about The Mound signal 
box, a11d to Mr.L.rndon WRowe for details 
of his uisU lo the line in June 1960. 

\'o.55051 slrnnts at 1he no rt h-" ,tend of The i\ l ound station on 30 J u1:v 1952. The photogra p her is tnnding o n t he end of the 
branch p lntfonn - "e are looking along the mnin line in the direction of Rognrt (or lnverne . if ~ou prefer) - nn d the engine 
nppea,, co h \'C picked up wagons from the dead-e nd iding adjace nt to t he main line. The mi xed t rain no" comp le te, it i 
being hauled back to the brnnch p latform read~ for th e r cum trip to Dornoch . A gas rnnk wago n srnnd · on the iding to the 
1 ight of 1hc- mai n Jin . Tht• bridge under "hich th!' train is passin" carde - th e Oornoch-Golspie mnin road (part of which 
i, 11011 inco1ponued in th _\9) near it~ junction \\'ith the roa d from LRirg. T h e b ridge 11a built in 19:30 to replace on olde r 
,u·uL·turt': the abutment,; ofthl" old hrid.e-e n1n be ;;een 1n front o f t ho c ofche ne w one. P l! OTOGR.->.PH : F.\\'.SHLTTLE\\'ORTH 
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Clearly. the statio11 at The Mound did not serve a bustling ceotre of population. On 23 April 19·2 l'\o.55051 wa it to depart 
from th somewhat i ola 1ed ·tation w irh the 11.55am to Dornoch. Th coach i brake corridor compo C6755M. on,e of a 
batch o f twenty-five 60ft coache built n1 \Volverto n in 1930. It wns not originally flu sh-~ided - rebuilding took place circa 
1940 wh n i t received 'P r iod [11' pan el nnd d ee p window ventilators. PHOTOGRAPH: H.C.CA "ERLEY 

The line was lifted in 962. Man\· o 
the level cross mg cottages are still in ·use 
as private: dwellings, but the site of the 
junction at The 1ounct ,snow overgrown. 
w ith no reason for trains to stap there. 
The A9 trnnk road has nowadays cu t the 
dis ance between, say. Tain and Dornoch 
co 9 mil s - it was five times as long br 
rail: lVluch anger was created in cotland 

in tne carlv 1990s b,· the Go,·crnment's 
refusal to ailow a div~rted Highland main 
line to cross Dornoch Firth with the road 
on the new bridge . .-\ny researcher wish­
ing to examine the of!icial SRO file on the 
controversy will find that it is closed to 
2016; ,owe must wait until then to grasp 
the Tran;;por :\Imi;;ter's rea!-On for re­
fusing tO allow the Far :'.\"or-h line to gain 

-· Jo-

a new lease of ltfe, and for tram to once 
again run into the pleasan t town of 
Dornoch. 

R e ea1·ch note: Papers relating to the 
Domoch Light (BR! DLR! 111) a11d High­
land Railu;a\' hate been researched at the 
Scotlish Record Office, 1.1ehose staff arc 
th miked for their helpfulness. An interest-

j 
j I 

I 
I 

I 

plendid ,·iew of the brnnch platform at The ::ilou nd intludes a nice arra~ of wicker hamper . milk churns and a hand 
can. and could easi l~ be a period pi ece from th 1920;; or 1930s. It wa ,,, howe,·er. t aken on 30 JLd) 1952. The mai,i line p latform 
is behind th railing ' on the left. PHOTOGRAPH : F.\\'. HL"TTLE\\'ORTH 
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for the Highland 0-4-4Ts were Western Region 0-6-0PTs. The second of the WR pair to arrive 
in the Far Xorth was :'\o.1649. which ,vn photographed at Dornoch on \Y t.lne day June 1960 (the last week or se rvices) 
p reparina lo depart wit h the 1.00pm to The Mound. Th tower in t he background i that of Dornoch Cathedral. PHOTO-
, R.-\PH : LYXDO:-.' \\".RO\VE 

The fi r t of the WR 16XXs to reach Scotland wa !\o.1646. It wo photoaraphcd shonly after it arrival in 
February 195i hauling a mixed trnin from Dornoch toward Th e ;\lound. The coach i C6i42.\I, another of th e Wolverton-
built 6ot·1 coaches of 1930 wh ich had been rebuilt with flush side circa 1940. PHOTO ~RAPH: C.LAW 0:-." KERR 



portrait of the sma1·1ly lined No.55053 at Inverness shed in 1956. PHOTOGRAPH: THE TRANSPORT TREASURY 

After breaking an axle and losing a , heel while in servic , ~o.55053 was dispaLched to Lochgorm \>York Rt Inverness 
pending a decision as to it fate. The decision - the somewhnt inevitabl e one - wa witbdrnwnl. It was photograph d at 
Lochgorm on 21 June 1957 nwaiting removal to Kilmarnock ;for scrap. PHOTOGRAPH: THE TRA,\ 'SPORT TREASURY 
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Having nrn round th train, J\'.o.1649 rejoi ns the platform 
the water tank. PHOTOGRAPH : LYNDOX W.ROWE 

Both of the Dornoch pannier tank .1'o .1646 nnd 1640, simmer a t The !llound on June 1960- this was three days before the 
cessation of services. Photographer Lyndon Rowe inform us thnt he had travelled that morning from Helm dale to The 
\lound on the .35am from Wick . and both pannier rnnk · were there on hi ' arrival. No.16<19 took him to Oornoch on the 
11.55nm and returned wi t h the 1.00pm to The l'rlound. By th i time Xo.1646 had vanished from the scene. po. sibly back to 
Hclmsdalc he d. The reason for th two pnnniers having been nt The Mound in the morning i n bit or n mysl ry; the 
photogruph show. a distinct cl i ff rcnce in the level of coal in their bunkers, and this could b taken to ugge t that the 
branch engine, a be ing changed. However, as far I\ we arc 8\\are. engine changes were undenaken at weekend .. llmmm ... 
Putting thi matter to on ide, this picture also give a good view of the other end of the ignnl box - the ·p1lll lied' brick 
bn ·e, . lnte roof und plain barg bonrd are 1ypic11I of Highland 'boxc of the 1900 , though th roof ho lo t tht finials whicb 
on<:l' udorn d it. The high outcrop in th distance i part of :\lound Rock. PHOTOGRAPH: LY:--:oo:-- W.ROWE 
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i\o.1646 cro scs the vinduct over the River Fleet some time in F bruary 1057. PHOTOGRAPH: C.LA'> ~Oi\ I ERR 

L\' o.16·19 run round the branch train at The Mound on 8 June l 960, On the opposite side of the main Ii nc i th handsome 
signal box - thi wa typical or Highla11d 'boxes of 1900 onwards. having o brirk bn e but rctoining t.he old Ilighland-style 
timber battei, eud guble. PHOTOGRAPH: LYJ\DOX \'\i.RO\ 
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