Royal Dornoch set

to create history

Golf
By Will Clark

ROYAL Dornoch Golf Club
is preparing to roll out the
red carpet for a historic dou-
ble header with an interna-
tional cast.

For the first time, The R&A
has selected one venue to
host concurrently both the
women’s and men’s Senior
Amateur Championships.

A ballot was required
to finalise the fields for
the championships, be-
ing staged from Tuesday to
Friday.

While the 198-strong sen-
ior men’s line-up features
several Highland compet-
itors among a 34-strong
Scots contingent, they will
be joined by players flying
the flag from 15 countries.

There will be 53 American
players teeing-up, including
defending champion Gene
Elliott, from Iowa, who be-
came the 23rd US winner of
| a championship dating back
to 1969.

Other players are travel-
ling from Canada, Australia,
Brazil and various European
countries.

Closer to home, Brora
greenkeeper James
MacBeath enjoyed success
in the ballot along with
Billy Ferries (Tain), Lawrie
Chancellor (Inverness) and
Nairn duo Murdo MacLeod
and Robert Smith.
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Royal Dornoch Golf Club will be hosting the women’s and men’s Senior Amateur Championships, starting on Tuesday.

Several Royal Dornoch
members are playing un-
der another club’s ban-
ner, including Iain Rennie,

Lutz  Mieschke, Garth
McGimpsey and John
Lindberg.

Twenty nations are rep-
resented in the 90-strong
senior  women’s field

Royal Dornoch will be creating

history and we

have been working to present
the championships to a world-
class standard.

Neil Hampton

which includes far-trav-
elled players from the USA,
Guatemala, Peru, Argentina
and Australia.

Royal Dornoch ladies’
captain Alison Bartlett will
be joined by England’s de-
fending champion Aileen
Greenfield, Ireland’s 2018
winner at Crail, Laura Webb,
America’s 2019 champion
Lara Tennant and Australian
Sue Wooster, who captured
the recent European Senior
Women’s Amateur crown.

Royal Dornoch gener-
al manager Neil Hampton
admits the ground-break-
ing decision to- entrust the
Highland club to host the

championships is a source
of pride to members and
staff.

“In many ways we are en-
tering uncharted territory,
but we are confident that
Royal Dornoch is ready to
rise to the challenge and,
rest assured, the town will
offer a traditional Highland
welcome to the many com-
petitors, their families and
supporters,” he said.

“The twin R&A champion-
ships will roll out over four
days on both the world-re-
nowned championship
course and our highly re-
garded sister Struie course,
which is recognised among

the country’s top 50 links
courses.

He added: “We are well
aware Royal Dornoch will be
creating a little bit of history
and we have been working
with The R&A to present the
championships to a world-
class standard.

“Elite  senior amateur
players from around the
world are making tracks
for Dornoch and we will be
welcoming spectators keen
to follow the action. A team
of volunteers have been as-
sembled to provide the sup-
port. structure necessary to
present a championship of
this stature.”



