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The GRAYE of SKIBO.

Bardachan,

Baraoch, 26th December, 1946,
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This snort sketch of the history of the Grays
of Skibo is teken Irom documents compiied oy Sir
Rohert Gordon, Histoerian of Butheriand, ;:ntitleé
'aenealogical Tebles of Sutherlsnd Femilien'
dated 1659, The latter pert is an extraet Ifrom
'Skibo -~ 1ts Lairds and History' by Peter Gray,
Glasgow, published 1306,

It 15 written st the reguest of our cousin
and loyel elanswoman, Mrs Catherine Crighton, of
whose visites to tmamtwwmmym
memories,

“Y¥ay sime those died before their task
was finished

Attempt new helghts bring even their
dreams to birth

Build us & better world, O not diminished

By one true splendonr that they planned
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The progenitor sf the first John Gray of Skibo was

Gray, second son of Sir Andrew Gray of Fowles, Perthshire,
This Andrew killed Sir John Scrymgeour, Constable of
Dundee, who had a dispute with his Lfather, Lord gray, and
for salfety Andrew fled out of Angus to Ross-shire in 1456,
where he purchased lands,

Gray, son of Androw, succeeded to his father's lands
:t‘ ;alm@nthu and others in Ardmanogh and Dingwall
n Ross,

Gray, son of Alexender, was Chanter of Rose and had
three sons , '

Gray, eseond son af William, was Chasberlain to the
Bishop of Caithness, He acgulred from Bishop Andrew
the Church Lands of Culmaly, Rogart and Cuthill, These
he subseguently exchanged v{th the Earl of Butherland
for Crelich and Swordale. When the Earl sot the Chureh
1znds foom Bishop Robert he fousd Skivs Casils and

ad jacent lands to this John Gray, He died in 1586,

(8kibo Castle was included ia the grent of lands made

by Hugh Freskyn in 1211 {0 his kinsman @Gilbert Murray,
Archdescon of Moray, who made it his home after his
:gzgg.ntmnt to the Bishoprie of Sutherland and Caithness in

Gray, heir by his second wife Klisabeth Barclay
deughter of the Laird of Pitgarthis, Mo was Pirst
married to Janet Mat heson, sister of Sir John Matheson,
Chancellor of Caithness, but resigned his office in
%523, and gi;d at 2.1:11:@ on Oetober 3rd 162k, hl:e married
wice @ 180 e ; sons and one dw er, . The mcat
!‘ttm-"% of the FamiTH WaN TORN OMRY wHE
became Dean of Oaithness in 1608, Me tutored the young
Earl of Sutherland and was mainly responsible for the
restoration of the Cathedral alfter iis destruction by
fire in 1570 by the Mackave of Btrathnaver, - Gilbert
Gray was suceceeded at Skibo by his eldent son

gray, He married Jean, deughter of John Gordon of Bubo,
She disd in 1612, and sir Robert Gordon pays & very high
tribute to her, He says -"S8he was nothing inferior to
"any other lady in the County and much lamented by all
Yher friends®, deorge Gray died on July 1llth 1629,

"to the great regret of all the iahabitants of the
*County and the adjacent Shires where he had been a

“good patriot during his days™, Sir Robert Cordon reenrds,

Gray, his eldest son, sacceeded him at Skibo, le haed
sasine dated at Dornoch 19th April 1634 from John, Karl
of Sutherland, of the lapnds of Aluatie, Ardalie and
others, He married Jean Seaton, & misce of the Barl

of Winton, By whom BS BEd hPee sons and four daughters,
It was she who entertained at Skibo in 1657 the ill-fated
Barguls of Monirose alier his defeat at Carbisdals and
capture by Macleod of Assynt, and who insulted the officer
in conmand of the guard by throwing a roassted leg of
matton at his head, Her husband was heavily fined Tor
this orffence.



ALlibert Gray wes served helr to his father on Pebrusry 25¢n

dded 1716 1693, He made generous provision for his family of
/ three sons and four daughters during his lifebime and
' died on July 14th 1716, His eldest son and successor

| George Grey married three times, His first wife, Barbara .
died 1757 Mackay of Scourie died in 17173 his apoona wife was
. niece of Viscount Stair snd bore him two daughters;
bis third wife was Isobel, third daughter of the Laird
of Newmore, and their eldest son ¢

Robert Gray succeeded his father. He was served heir male
died 1776 to his grandfother of 8kibs Castle and Maine in 1737,
\ !hitwo guli‘;;ictun Tsobel and .T;:n raised an ;;tian i
: nat him *&M@%m “him to entey himeelf an
‘i:g:r to h%? Tather, iereupon he raised a progess ol
recovery ol Teamily documents and the banner of nereditary
constabls of Skibo which bore the srmerial bearings of
the family and the motto “Constant, The legal DO
toeadinys thus eomt him his inheritance whieh he had %o
surrender im 1744, Robert Gray held a commission in .
the Army and thereafter devoted his attention to his |
profession, He die@ on 13th April 1776, azd thus &
long line of unbroken succession extending to cliome on
250 years came to an end and the Gray family ceased
to have any further connection with the proprietorship
of the Bstate of Skibo,

Gillbert Gray, third son of Rebert, did not succeed to the Tamily

died 1789 !-ltdo, by reason that the property had now gone out of
the family,and setiled ia Kilton, Bvelix. je married
Jean Rose and had ;

Alexander Gray born 30th June 1738,  He wae an gldes in ihe - -
died 1799 R dral Ohureh of Dornoch for 20 years &nd is remesmbered
there by & mawhie tablet in the nave of that Church, He

died 16th June 1799, His wife's name was Mary Ross;

she only survived him by a few days and died 23rd June

1799. Thelr son Peter died 16th
Their nldest mes 16th June 1799 aged 16 years,

Robart Gray died 23»rd June 1808 at the age of 36 yours He
died 1808 married Sarah, daughter of indrew Munro, rﬁlocﬁ. Bonar,
had three daughters and two sons, Alexander disad

Lth July 1837 William Married Margaret g
three dnnghtn;-a married - , PR

Her¥y « Donald Sutherland, Lubo,
Helen - @ilbert Gunn, Rogart,

Margaret Gray, eldest daughter, borm Jenuary 1798, died 6th April

died 1862 1862, married
Robert Burrey, shan, 25th Decembe , 'He died ,
dled 1376 Novemher --1m.m‘ﬁ¢.m & far of elght sons ﬁh‘rau

éaughters, Robert, Nany, alexander, Willlam, Peter us
Ann, John: Alamd;im, i\uh, nonalﬁ, 3’m:m' i

Robert married Lilly Mackay and had Tour sons Alexander, William
reter, Rovert, ;

Mary /



e 2

14 4

4

£ 8

/ ua

/ Alexandey

William
diled 1370

Pater
died 1861

Angus
died 1860

Ann

died 1899
John
died 1916
Huph
died 1892
Donald
disd 1882

Alexandrina
ais2 1917

T

Jane ‘
died 19520

Comw TR{1i{em Marrey and hed three sons and five

mrried Alexander Ross and had six sons and one daughter
Robert, Hugh, Margaret, John, Alexander, Angus,
George,

b Ann Sutherland and had two sons and four
danghters Marparet, Angus, Isobel, Robert, Catherine,
Mary, .

* Busie Burton and had one daughter Margaret.
" Alexandrine Macleod and had one son Robert,

unmarried, served in tm 93rd Highlanders for years
in the Crimea, China, India, Died in Indla
19tk Woveakier 1060, and buried at Rawaleinlie.

married Robert Murray asnd had two sons and two daughters
Alexander, Nugh, Maprsaret, Jana,

® Ann Mackonzic aad had six sons end one daughier.
i:lm:!l, John, Robert, .I.lmmlor. Wililiam, Hugh,
usie,

wame wed od

married Jane Oampbell and had three sons and five
daughters, Joha, Hergaret, June, Hoberi, Susie,
Chariotie, nznu, Annie,

% wWilliem Mackey and had r'ive sons and Tive
- @aughters Ananls, Robers, Well, Peler, Hary,
Margaret, Jane, wnnnm, Ina, Hugh,

daughtors George, Marparet, Mary, Christina,
Robina, Alexander, Anne, Donald,

The grandchildren ol m;ant Gray and Roberd Marray,

16th December 1946:-

Mary's - curg- Peterhead,

Alexander's = !inhu-t, Gatherine, hiifu, o8, ,Canada,
Donnld'e - gSusie. Oharlotte, Ann, . Boston, U,9,A,
John's -  John liluu, Hu;k. N.8,, Canada,

Alexandrina'es- Robert, Mergavet, Jane, ao}.npie.

Ina, Mornese, Rogars,:
Ktuh, &l‘borta, Canada,

Jana's - irgaret, B 8 lwom-ﬂﬂn.
' wring, '“m;’mu,
&hxmaw. galashlels, Selkirk,
Merton Place, Edinburgh,
id Bardachan, Dornoch,



