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these castlss are sltuated about,2] n' north of Wlck' A

narrow rocky penlnlula rlslng 40r to 606 wlth perpendlcular sldes
p*:""t,"-ioi' IOOC sear'tard. On the N' std'e towar'ls the E'
ig ifte oceart; & on the S. a deep narrow lnl-et of-the searabout
dot ftr wldth, cutg 1t off from the adJolnlng c11ffs' Across

ii" i""art"tt'ena of the pronlntory a t'rench has been-cut
ii,,itiv--i;*ugh the "ocx 

iro.-cttfi to cl1f f , 1b9ut f!-r- 1n. wldth;
lna "i t',olrgh now largely f ltlect wlth d'ebr ls ' lt ts st1ll about

ili il-a;t[t. lt aSoui 3/8 9t _lts lensth the pronlntorv haa

if"rn u""it cut throulh the'eoLltt rock by an lrregular trench
lBlii iai'-rn-'deptn. " B"tn"en these two trenches, ls -the
6"i,"" "i.a-ot eirntSoe wlth -the Satahouse and the later-bul1t
;;;i1" Sinclalr,whtie-trre-earl1er-keep of Glrnlgoe rear' 1t,self
Joii rto* the ilrther ed'ge of the e€conil tr€nch'

Al]. traces of the brld6e whlch led to the 8a'tshouse
over the flrEt trench are gone'* Through. the 8at€hou:"-31 g:PA
;;;;";;-'il"i - zli ione etv6 e 3":"::-!9..11: -"1::" "TTd":"*"?:i"fi;T:;#;-il"-ii.-s;Eoies tor a port.culll'Blt'h: -s19! l{-:}t:1ii'pillJa-tt""eii-ttl-roof- belng f:l bl11!,lt !v" ll: :::?:,1S{
struc ture . 6i"ut!'-r.ii,l"ni"d the posltlon of the portcu1116
; ";;il;;- ;o,-al rriii.a-pas66a9 ^stvee a-cc e s s to the. q"{9. 1o9T:itlilt';; ;;;;; .s"-(-reia-l'.s87) when a.plan or the-whole,slte
,rs rrd.,itte maln entrance pad.!s! y,?1.14:-r?$,1:91{^::l::
what 1t ls now. irr:.e sirowJ h6w raplct 1s th€ tleter loratlon
of the b:r1;dlng.

Along the S slde of the outer wardl was protected'
uy a etrong-"tif *nf"it extencted acroas the secon'l trench to
ile-rastle-of Glrn tgoe, protec tlon on- the N' toflardo. the. sea

ulr'i"s-it;"6""""t"y. X-p6itern through thts wal1 at the base

;;;; i6t the geo lnio the trench,6y whlch aoess 1s ga1ned

#-;; i,it;;ortiriara "lae 
to a narrirw'stron*ly d'.fended path

ilt'lit"."Sh- itre rock, w lnd 1ng Ln a zLyzag f ashl-on at the N '
iii"-i"-,iT"ps whlch ieaa up"trrrgustr an arched gateway to the
;;;;"-;""; :' he iroor ?'r thls trench elopee most

iangerougty toward the walI bouncllng ttg north end' tbrough
wyrldh : there 1s a wlde archei openlng out to the sea'nany
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feet below, so that an eneny attenpttng to rueh thls trenchby rh€ postern ran groat rlsk of belne preclDltated
lnto the sea.. So great 1s the elope-oi the trenchfLoor tolrsrdg the sea that one could not, eafeJ.y walk
along 1t runless a plank were provld.ed.. Many of theae
arrangenxent,s are nou obllterat€d by nassee of- fallen
naaonryrbut_the plan already referred. to anu here
reprod.uced. (fLg 3t) sholrs then as they recently exlsted..

Whl1e the castle was thus almost unassalblefron the land, lt wae st1Ll exposed. to attack from thes€a. by- an eneny landlng ano maklng hls way up the grrt.geo,elther galnlng the gatehouse ny the ouien- trencE ,, ,r'_or e16e effectlng an entrance th*&gh the defencs
through t.re Dostern at the eecohu lrench. To oreventthls a strong wall wa6 bu1lt acroes the geo, to ebaward.of the postern and. above the reach of the waves, a,nd the
rybats of a doorway through thls wa11 st11l ex1;t at ahelaht of 10' or L2r above the fround..

Ihe keep of Glrnlgoe,r'ls1ng rron the aecond. trench
accuptse the full- breadth of the penlnsula wlth a frontage
of 36' and a depth of 28 | from frl.,nt to back. Two
wlngs project fron the rear or lhe naln bl_ock; the S, onq_r
whlch contalned. the s-talrcasE,now Soner ls part of theorlglnal bullallng, !rh11e the N, wlng,contalnlng ths
kltchen, has posslbly bsen an ad.d.1tlon, ,!he prlncllaL
entrance !,as by a drawbrldge across the N. end of the
trench,where the corbelg for aupportug the brlalgestllI exlst at the eld.e of the doorway,ln the t'ront aal.l.
tr?on thls d.oorway, an arched. passage 1ed. to the tn1,sy1ep,
l']-anke(I on the rlght by a guard. roon enter€d fron thegearardl end.. lher€ ls another guarct roon alongslcie
th16,€tter6d f?orn the D. wlng. A separate statr fron
each guard. roon, partly cut out or the rock, leadg
down ! the flrst to a well roon below the passage anu theflrst guarat roon, and the second to a dungeon. The
lattsr 6ta1r. ls guard6d. by two d.oors, the flrst one
havlnq a bar hore. Inelde thle a loophole connandgthe end of the entrance paesge and anoiher fron the

\



Glrnlgo c

; Suaratroon comaand.s the geawarq appDoach. The well-roon
floor ls now covered wlth stonee and bdfders whlch
have been carrled lnrbut the crraln for lieeplng the- floor dry can st1II be 6een proJecLlng towards th6 sea.
These two places are vaulteo tn contrary dlrectlons,and
the whole of the €ntrance floor 1s also vaulted..

The hall occupies the whole 01' the r'lr.Bt floor
and neasuretrot long by 19' broad. and 1r' hlgh. It ls
llghteil on all sldes exc€pt the north across lrhlch wag
a bretagche. The lrlnalow over the naln entrance was
a qua,lnt orle1 supported. on corberrln8 t'r lth nrrl 11oBs
and transonegrano a sl_op1ng stone roof, at the apexpf
whlch t'".ere was a carved stone wlth a crest of the'galt or valthness--- a demlbear rlslnA out of a coroneu.
Thls or1e1 hasrlrlthln the l-ast few yiirs, rallen anal
dlsappearea. On the opposlte wall of the chanber i8
th€ flreplace wlth a ctoorway alongslde leadlng to
retlrlng roonn ln i,he U. w1ng. A trap 1n the arched
floor ol thls roon l-ead.s alown
hlgh reEtlng on the kltchen. v
9f thls chaner coulc nevet. 6e
'Th€ bretasche €xtendoct along 3P3"!i$" $59'a?v'"]fE'
the corb€ls for the floor and roof ae vtell as portlona or
1!s Jo16ts exls! at a Sreat hel8ht overhanglng the sea
A door fron the retlrlng roon Lea<rB out$arala to the E
wa]-]- of the buudlng extendlng eastl"raratg. fn tho E
gable of thle roon ihtrr wnr.cn ls about 9r thtck, there
ls a lrheel stalrcase J.eadlng to the upper floors. Dx
the S. lrlng on the upper floor there wag another bretaschc
overliang 1ng the the h18h door ln the sea wall crossln8
the geo.

A range of narrow bu1lttin86 ext€nale for about 65r
eagtwarda fron the N. wtlng, and contaln8 three chanberg,
the one adJolnlng the keep havlng a flreplace and a - -stalr to an uppei floor; th€Ee bulldlnga occupy one lalf
of the wldth o? the penlnsularr leavlng a passa8e 15' wlde
betneen then and the gouth curtaln, Beyond' thls ran89
of butldln86 the Frrrgt p€n1nsuI8r wlilens to about 7J'
and narrowi agaln towards the end.. At the wltte par!
there are various offlceE wlth a courtyard between. F?on
a large store on the N std€ a vaulteal paEsage about llr ll
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a concealed chanbe!.
t. l.he exlstence
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long opened. out to the sea. At the extreme end of the
rock and sone L5 | below the general level there 1s an
oblong appartnent neasurlng about J5t X 19r; 1n thefloDr there 1s a hatchway glvllg access to steps whlch
leacl down to a passge about I7r long,cut out of tlre
rock and. openlng out to the sea on the N. slde by an
archsd. d.oorway. The and. the other passgge JuEt
mentloned were probably us€d. for vlf,ua1l1ng the castle
fron the sea.

As wae the case at many other caatlss, the lomlted
accomnoalatlon of the ear^1ler keep was found. lnsufflelent by
the lorals pf a later tlme and a new bu11d.1ng--- Castle
Slncl-alr------ w&a bu1lt 1n the out,er wartl about the
year 1606 ther€ belng no roon for further extendions on
the Glrnlgoe ward. fhe new caetle belng more accesslble
ancl nearer tho l and. has suffered raore frorn spollatlon
and 18 no!, ln a conplete Etate of ru10. ft contaln€il
on the north s1d.e of the ward. some 5 or 5 apartnents
and wae ln part tbree storys hlgh. Along the g. curtaln
there vere offLcee wlth a bakery, the round oven of
whlch, though entlre a few years aqo 1s now rulned by the
fa1l1ng 1n of lts arched. roof. Castle ulnclalr had
conglderable archltectural pretensl6nsi; as 1s shown by
sone ftnely carved corbels for support,lng angle tuffetg
antl wlndows.

Tle plag and. d.eta11s of clrnlgoe lndlcate for 1t a
d.ate towarcls the end. of the 15th century. In 1455 Wllllan
S1nc1a1r,Ear1 of Orkney, obtalned. forn Klng Janes fiE a
grant of the Earldom of Calthnese. On the 7th Decenber
]-476 he re slgned. the land.s of thls earl-td.on 1n favour
of W1111an g1nc1a1n, the son by hls second marrlage wlth
MarJ ory Sutherl and., daught€r of Alexander Sutherland. of
Dunbeath, fhls Earl appears to have reslaled nuch 1n the
c ounty .

Glrnlgoe flgur€s largely ln Calthness hls0ory ln the
turbulent tlnes of the 16th and early 17th centurles.
Wlthln lts dungeon 1n 1571 George, the fourth Earl
lmprlsoned h1s son John,the Master,on eueplclon of
plottlng hts death. Here the Master rr wee kelped ln
nlserable capltlvltle for the space of seaven years
and d.led. at l-ast ln prlssone of fanlne and ver.rnlne as a
dlsastrous subJect of a cruel fortune.






