COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

YOUR REF. COUNTY CLERK’S OFFIC‘
' . GOLSPIE
J. B. RODGER, M., LLE. our rer. JBR/HT SUTHERLAND
COUNTY CLERK Telephone Nos. 392 & 393

25th March, 1971

G.F. Trowbridge, Esq.,
. Town Clerk,

Town House,

Dornoch

Dear Sir,

Dornoch Airstrio

The County Planning Off'icer has been investigating
the future of the airstrip in Dormoch with Officials of the
Board of Trade. The Board of Trade's advice at the moment
is that the strip in its present form seems to be satisfactory
for the known traffic conditions., Any proposal for licensing
the strip would presumably be made to take advantage of
scheduled services and the existence of a licensed strip at
Dornoch, in itself, would not contribute very much to the
operation of a scheduled service.

The Board of Trade point out that the authority

which would apply for a licence, in this instance the Town
‘ Council, would have to satisfy themselves, after consultation

with the local operator, who, in this case, is Loganaire, that

the licence is necessary . If the Town Council so decide

the requirements are laid down in the Board of Trade's letter

+t0 the Town Council dated 26th Pebruary, 1970. These are

as follows:-

1. PFire-fighting Equipment It might be possible to get
a vehicle cheaply through the Scottish Development
Department, who are at present auctioning off
vehicles and pumps.

2. Manpower for Fire-fighting - This could be reduced

from/
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND :

YOUR REF.

COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE
GOLSPIE .

OUR REE. M SUTHERLAND

Telephone Nos. 392 & 393

J. B. RODGER, M.A., LL.B.
COUNTY CLERK

‘ 21st September, 1971.

G. F. Trowbridge, Esq.,
Town Clerk,

. Town Clerkts Office,
DORNOCH.

Dear Sir,

Develo?nt of Dornoch Air Strip
st October, 197

1 write to inform you that it has been decided that a Meeting of the
representatives considering the Dornoch Air Strip be held within the Council
Chamber, County Offices, Dornoch, on Friday, 1lst October, 1971. The Meeting
of representatives regarding Dornoch Air Strip will be preceded by a ghort
meeting of other representatives in connection with business not relsted to
the Air Strip. That first meeting will commence at 11 a.m. and it 1s
proposed that the Air Strip Meeting should follow immediately thereafter.

As the first meeting may not take too long, I would suggest that it would
be appropriate for your representatives to be at the County Offices, Dormoch,
in time to commence the Air Strip Meeting at 11.30 a.m. or shortly thereafter.

. I trust that the foregoing arrangemente are convenient.

I anm,
Youwrs faithfully,

ot
e
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

J. 3. McMILLAN, CRAIMRXREVBLGPMENKE XIXFICER, COUNTY OFFICES, DORNOCH. TEL. 332

PLANNING OFFICER,
’ 26th October, 1971.

fe Fo Trowhridge, £,
Town Clerk,

DOROEY,

Dedr Sir,

Dornoch Airstrip = Fire Fighting Equipment

bo

ve are asiked by the Suppliers of the personnel equipment required for the fire fighting services at tne
ahove airstrip to supoly sizes of the helmets, waterproof coats, ruhber knes bools and Tlame resisting cloves.

[ would he otliged if the personnel who are to man the Tire Tighting equipnent could scate their
requirements in so far as this equipment in concerned.

Yours faithfully,
(e (00 Al -

County Flanning Gfficer.
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3l "u i1 Highlands and Islands Development Board Bridce House 27 Bank Street - Invernéss .Cx 7E28

ITC/JAP (411/273/2)

26th October 1971

Dear Mr. Rodger,

Dornoch Airstrip

I refer to your Council's application for financial assistance under
Section 8 of the Highlands and Islands Development (Scotland) Act 1965.

The Board have considered the application and I have pleasure in
informing you that in connection with the proposed improvement of the
airstrip at Dornoch it has been decided to offer Sutherland County Council
a grant of £1,000 or one-—third of the total approved cost whichever is
the lesser sum.

‘ The main Conditions upon which this Grant is offered are set out
in the attached Appendix. If these are acceptable please let me have
written confirmation to that qfféct by 9th November 1971. If no reply
is received by that date the amoynt, terms and Conditions may be subject
to review or withdrawal. i

In the event of your Council's accepting financial assistance on
? the Conditions referred to, the Board will duly instruct their Solicitor
to prepare a formal Underteking regulating the Grant, as well as such
other documents as may be necqss%ry;

Tt is possible that in the future the Board may wish to publicise |
the assistance which has now ﬁeen approved for this project and perhaps |
you would let me know if your Council would be agreeable to this if the
occasion arcse. You would, off course, be consulted beforehand and the
terms of any publicity decided upon would be as agreed between your
Council and the Board.

‘ Yours sincerely,
(;L14U4muxv&

Se Edmond
Agsistant Secretary

JeBe Rodger, Esqo, MOA;’ LL.BQ,
County Clerk,

Sutherland County Council,
County Clerk's Office,

GOLSPIE,

Sutherland.
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APPENDTIX

Sutherland County Council — 411/273/2

Condittions

4% of the following expenditure, and
or one—third of the total approved

The grant shall be giveﬁ in respe
shall be the lesser sum of &£1,000
cost of the provision of:

Fire fighting equipment including
4 wheel drive ex W.D. Land Rover at estimated cost of £1,200
Threshold markers and site works at estimated cost of 350
Telephones . at estimated cost of 50
Stockproof fence for airstri at estimated cost of 300
Metal road to the airstr%p at estimated cost of 800
Contingencies at estimated cost of 300
£3,000

A1l at the sirstrip at Dormoch, Sutherland.

The grant will not be paid over until all the legal formalities have
been completed and all the relevan detailed receipted vouchers in
respect of materials and labour shall have been seen by the Board and
the work inspected and a certificate in terms satisfactory to the
Board shall have been submitted to|them in regard to the cogt of the
several works in respect of which the grant is offered.

|
The Council shall fully insure against fire and other risks all property
and buildings belonging to it or|u ed by it at the said airstrip, as well
as all plant and machinery, equipment, stock and other assets belonging
to it or for which it may be resgo sible thereat, and the relative policy
or policies as also the receiptsjf r all premiums paid in respect thereof

shall be exhibited to the Board.'

aid shall not be wsed—Ffor—any—ether
osed of nor shall the use thereof be
years from the date of the last
amount of the grant paid in respect
as the Board may at its sole

ly repayable to the Board.

The airstrip on which the grant is

sold or otherwise dis
discontinued within a period of fiv
payment of grant otherwise the whol
thereof, or such portion of the sam
discretion decide shall be impediat

al assistance on the firm undérstanding
that they accept no liability for f rther work to ensure that the airstrip
will qualify for any type of licenc for charter and/or air ambulance
flights. i N

The Board have approved this financ




’mlmm s l‘ CR ,, _ 16th Eﬁmber.i??‘l;

The Airport Manager,
Inve:ness Airpoet, -
Dalcross, o
¥r. Inverness,

" Dear Sir, : o

, Darnoch Town Council, with the help of Suthe-land County Council and the

- Highlande and Islands Development Board are carrying out certain requiremmts
4An orde¥ tomset the Board of Trade conditions for a *J* Licence for Dornoch

: Pire fighting equipment is being obtained for use at the iir-Ctrip and the
 questiom has arisen vegarding the trainming of persomnel for the use of such
equipnent. I haove made emquiries with the Fire Brigsde bul understand that they
do not operate such a course. Thoy advised me to get in touch with yourself -
“as I understand you have your own fire-fighting school for this purpose,

The Town Council only mpioy a small Burgh Squad but it ia intended to utilise

their services as and when Seheduled flights 'are due. In order that they wight

" be qualified to undertaks wach fire-fishting duties §t will be necessaty for them

" to veceive the appropriate training and accordingly I shall be glad of any help

© . yeu might be able to offer in this conmeotion. * vould you be kind enough to-

- inform me of any course that might be available, How many men would be invelved,
~ how long the course wuld take and the cost involved. = - . :

An early reply vould be sppreciated, - e

Yours faithfully,
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J. B. RODGER, mA, LLB.

COUNTY CLERK

COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

YOUR REF. COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE
p GOLSPIE
our rer, I BR/ET SUTHERLAND

Telephone Nos. 392 & 393

23rd November, 1971

G.F. Trowbridge, Esg.,
Town Clerk,

Dornoch

Dear Sir,

Dornoch Airstrip

I have to-day instructed the County Surveyor
to carry out as soon as possible the major works involved
in preparing the Dornoch Airstrip.

I am,
Yours faitht

7
(/
/
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‘Dear Hr, Bdmomd, =

- conditions specified in.
night well suit the circumstances and I shall be glad $o hear from you.

‘gofg! 58

S. Zdmond, Beqe, . o 24 ﬁfés‘m@bqr. 1974

. Assistant Seoretaxy

H & Islasds Develoiomt Boerd, =
Br ‘House, = e
" }; i v’U:I"‘l:Y! 3

L

T
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! T

dated 26th October, 19T addressed to Sutherland

1 refer to mr Mhr

_ County Council regarding the conditions under which the Board were prepared
" te nake a grant of up to £1,000 for the developmnt of Bormoch Adr=Strip to
~ meet the requirements rfor a 'J' licence, . T

A by of your latter wis passed to me by iir.J.B. Relger, the Comnty

‘Clerk, whom I upderstand has inforzed you that we would be writing to you direct
on the zatiers . oo Lo : e S S

!Qu?mtterm mnwmfwwm'zmﬁeweﬁ ‘#nd ‘they teve, for

: **-h‘?i? mma“@?mwvf e comlitions, with one small provise -~ namely No.4.

% fho 1444 on vhich the ALr-GtFip is situated is Common Land and as such there

are gertain reservations wvhich ‘have .40 be complied with under legislation
covering such lapd, The Town Council are of the opinion that the refersmce

. comtsined in-iten'4 whloh reads "The alratrip on which the grant is paid shall
" not be used for any other purvose be 80ld or otherwies disposed of nor shall
- the use thereof be disoentinued within a period of five years fror the diute of
D4 WM’ElentbﬁlW," sussswee™ is slightly restrietive, :

Milet there is gov'likﬁ;i’ihomi of the discontinua timf-‘f ‘the’ Mretrip for
the period memtioned or any intention whatscever for any other use or disposal

mﬂo{ the Tewn Counoil .46 net feel that Shey osn sltogether restrict the use
" of Alrstrip for such PUrPoes

1 *pees 8s locsl residenis have a hereditary right thexeto,
It &= ‘thexrefare suggented that a slight ahendwent might be nade to the ‘condition

- There 1s no mm mhm W the mcouncn t-at there ia m

t

other difﬂiﬁgiu restrict the development of the Airsirip ss proposed.
' fhey are in

agreessint with the seid conditions apert from this emall point.
| I took this matter up with Mr, Rodger and he suggested thet pertaps

condition 4 might be_nodified by adding a phrsse o the effect that none of the
of 5 14 vill epply as a result of statutery emactamsnt. This




COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND e e

YOUR REF. GR COUNTY CLERK'’S OFFICE
GOLSPIE
. OUR REF. SUTHERLAND
DWM/EDM
J. B. RODGER, M.A., LLB. Telephone Nos. 392 & 393

COUNTY CLERK
‘ 25th November, 1971.

G. F. Trowbridge, Esq.,
Town Clerk,

Town Clerk's Chambers,
High Street,

DORNOCH.

Dear Sir,
Dornoch Air Strip

I am in receipt of your letter of 22nd current enclosing my Minute
of Meeting of Representatives held on lst October, with amendments thereto
made by your Council. I should mention that the Minute has been approved
in its entirety by the County Council for their interest.

T note that your Council wish to have included the provision of

telephone coin box and metalled access road. It was my understanding
that these items were not required and that, in particular, there was no
necessity for a metalled access road to meet the requirements of 'J' ILicence.
It was my understanding that the meeting of representatives had agreed to
omit the provision of metalled access road and indeed that it had been
explained that the provision of a telephone would not be required. If a
telephone coin box is, in fact, required there would seem to be no problem
particularly as the cost is minimal. The cost of providing a metalled

’ access road is, of course, considerable and, as stated, it was my understanding
that since a metalled access road was not essential, a saving could be effected
by its omission.

Since your Council take the view that the Minute referred to does not
correctly specify the decisions taken at the meeting, I shall require to take
further instructionms.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

/{@é

6‘/7 Cotnty Clerk.



9th December, 1971
J.B,Rodger £8Qe, n.t.,m..n., R '

County Clerk S
County Offices, SR
. Golspie : . Your. vef, JBB/&
" S ' : o O rof. 5B
Dear Sir,

I refor to your letter orath Doccuhcr,t?ﬂ rogardlw thn propond works to ho
carried out at tho Dornoch Alrestrip. ,

1 rvsrct the ﬁmm that sppom to have Mun in this connection,
, hut perhaps should refer you ¢ letter dated 26%h Uctober,197% sddressed to yourself from
.mmghlmdamilebwuhmtﬁomnthmmﬁmwmwmqmmm
~ to make & Grant of £1,000 or one~thivd of the total approved aoat,, vhichever is tho lesser
sua. Item 1 ofm&ppmu:ndnu‘pms- ;
1. The grent shall be given in respect of the fauovu@ upcndimrc. mdahaubcm
~lesser sum of £1,000 or one-third of ﬂu tom umnd oo:t of the provision oft

. Fire ﬁghﬂng oqu&mt including ‘ : S
, 4 wheal dx':lvo ox ¥.D. lend Rover nt outiutod coet of ......&1,200 o

| Threshold markers and site works @0 eeees. 350
Tlllphom S ‘00 “o senaes 50
Stockproof, tmo tor a:lmtrip C o @oe  d0s 1 sesees 300
Metal road to the- dr-ltrip B do. - do. . Cesessesn 809 ;.
Mﬁwn £ . | '“‘ fZ:ao. ﬁi'o'»! m e ‘

- - Both 1tmiamwt%of the m-m.naumwmmwnm.
nnditwouldappmthatmnoqtdminmtuthth'rm%\mcumthdr
recollection of the meeting.

g - Both the Mimute of the Joint x«m of 1s% Oﬂobcr.‘lmt aad the Board's lett
x rburd.mgtheMﬁo&mwuidmwmmmmnthdrmm@m
_ Novenber,1971 when the minute was approvedjsubject to the smendmen$sjand the conditi
- ‘suggested by the Board, -ubaoct to & slight amendment. ot¢1m4tmcpoctottb0‘1
\ otr&p being on Common lands.
- 1 shall be glad to hnvc your obaorutiom on the points nantiom.

!ours f‘dﬂsﬁll.y

!'ibm Cloik.




el-0463-34171  Highlands and Islands Development Board Bridge House - 27 Bank Street - Inverness _felex 75267

-

e

5B
DMcC/MH 411/273 20th December 1971

N

Dear S8ir,

Dornoch Airstrip

I refer to your letter of 24th November on the point raised by the
Town Council with regard to one of our conditions pertaining to the
grant.

As far as Condition 4 is concerned, we are quite prepared to delete the
words — "used for any other purpose or be".

I trust this will now resolve the matter.

Yours faithfully,

S. Edmond

Town Clerk, Asgistant Secretary
' Town Clerk's Chambers,

Royal Burgh of Dornoch,
High Street,

Dornoch,

SUTHERLAND.



DORNOCH AIR STRIP

Minute of Meeting of representatives
of Constituent Authorities held
within the Council Chamber, County
Offices, Dornoch, on Friday, 1lst
October, 1971, at 11.30 a.m.

Present: -

Representing Sutherland Councillor George Fraser,

County Council Councillor D. M. McBain.
Representing Dornech Provost H. Clunie,
Town Council Baiiie W. J. Manson,

Representing Highlands Mr Prophet Smith,
& Islands Development Dr. W. I. Skewis.
Board

D. W. Martin, Depute County Clerk,
in attendance,

also

J. N. M. Green, County Development
Officer; J. G. Edmond, County
Surveyor; G. F. Trowbridge,

Town Clerk, Dornoch.

CHAIRMAN

7 The representatives unanimously agreed that the Convener be appointed
' Chairman.

DORNOCH AIR STRIP

The Depute County Clerk reported the terms of Minute of Meeting of
representatives held on 12th October, 1970, and there was submitted a
report dated 30th September, 1971, by the County Planning Officer and
County Development Officer. This report is apperded as an annexation to
this Minute, The Meeting alsco heard a report by the County Development
Of ficer who explained the circumstances in which it would not be possible
to look for military assistance for any work on the Air Strip under the
OPMAC Scheme for some considerable time.

The meeting heard a report by Provost Clunie who explained the action

taken by the Town Council since the last meeting and who stated that the

| Town Council were satisfied that they did not wish to pursue the licensing

| of the Air Strip under J. Licence corditions in the meantime. He stated
that the Town Council were agreed that there should be carried out at the
Air Strip the minimum work necessary to improve it but without regard to
the needs of J Licence conditions. He observed that matters had been held
up pending a decision on whether work would be done as an OPMAC Scheme but
he felt that it would now be appropriate for the constituent Authorities
to themselves carry out the basic work required, which should include
threshold markers, and omit work necessary to satisfy J Licence conditions
until justification for these arose,

| Mr Prophet Smith stated that the costs specified in the report of
the Planning Officer and Development Officer did not appear to be excessive
in regard to the provision of J Licence facilities and he stated that it

|

was/




2.

was the Boardt!s view that the Air Strip should be licensed to meet J Licence
‘ conditions. The Board considered that this is an essential Air Strip, that
| therefore it must be licensed and that accordingly the constituent Authorities
should accept the attendant costs. The meeting also heard a report by
Dr. Skewis who explained the possible use of the Air Strip in the event of
its being licensed and pointed out that the Board were examining the
possibility of introducing an air service from Caithness to Inverness which
would have an optional call at Dornoch if a licensed strip were available
there. He believed that the cost of providing a licensed strip was not
excessive and he believed that it would be & worthwhile investment. He
explained that a metalled access road and an open ended building were not
essential pre-requisites for licensing and that these oould be omitted.
In reply to a query by Provost Clunie - who explained that the Town Council
were warried by the need to provide specially trained men constantly
available at the Air Strip and the attendant cost thereof - Dr Skewis
explained that it would be ideal to use existing Council employees on a
part-time basis who could be trained by Dalcross personnel, the training
being fairly nominal.

Provost Clunie suggested that, having heard the Board Representatives,
it appeared that the only items holding up the project were the levelling
and rolling of the site and the County Surveyor explained that the work
principally entailed keeping the grass cut on both runways as the foundations
were good. Provost Clunie pointed out that a telephone box already existed

AT at the Steip and thot By a sharing of the work, the necessary provisions
g@E: could be made to meet licensing conditions.

The Convener stated that, having heard the various parties represented
at the meeting, he was satisfied that the constituent Authorities should
proceed to carry out work necessary to meet J licensing conditions and
that the Strip should be submitted to the Board of Trade for licensing as
quickly as possible. Provost Clunie concurred.

The meeting accordingly unanimously agreed to recommend to the constituent
Authorities that they proceed forthwith to carry out all work at the Strip
necessary to meet J licensing conditions, having noted the agreement previously
reached with the County Council, the Town Council and the Highlands and
Islands Development Board that each meet one third of the cost, and that the
. County Surveyor prepare a report on the detailed costs involved in bringing
W“”,?é*é‘f the strip up to J licence standard, the necessary work being specifi in the
% 4 ‘uenwe./ Appendix attached hereto with theYexception o£=%éiepbene=ee§n-baxZVS%%h ended
at Qufgﬁq& building and }aying?ﬁetalled access road, the County Surveyor's r port to be
submitted to the constituent Authorities as soon as possible. The meeting

é;dw& vt further agreed that the constituent Authorities should aim for the provision
i of a full licensed Strip by April 1972, that the Town Council should forthwith

| a?#%f e report to the Board of Trade the intentions of the constituent Authorities and,

Ui ats ] following completion of the necessary work, should apply to the Board of

4. % %wet Trade for the necessary J Licence. The Meeting noted that the report to be

-%ﬁ%ﬁ»&%fch submitted by the County Surveyor would be in respect of both runways.

ety sl apdeeydalo

4o} Jigtesr 4o/ The meeting, after hearing Councillor A. M. Gilmour (who although not

o member of the Air Strip Committee, was invited to speak), agreed that

Councillor Gilmour make whatever investigations and approaches he could with

a view to keeping the work required at the Strip before the Military

fizaﬁwﬂié Authorities in case these Authorities found it possible to carry out the work

,Jg;’f@?f‘ as an OPMAC Scheme before the constituent Authorities were ready to proceed.
The meeting further agreed that, in the likely event of the Military
Authorities being unable to carry out the work as an OPMAC Scheme, the work
should be carried out by the County Roads Department.

LA ¢
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Bailie W. J. Manson suggested that consideration be given to the
question of responsibility for maintenance of the Air Strip but the meeting,

after/




after hearing the Convener, agreed that this matter be considered further
once a J Licence had been obtained and that, in addition, there would be
considered at that stage the question of the charges to be levied at the
Air Strip and the management thereof.

The meeting noted the view of Provost Clunie that the Air Strip Committee
would require to continue in existence, once the Strip had been licensed and
was operating, in order to deal with all matters pertaining thereto, uméil

such time as the Re-organisation-ef Local Government had been completed.

The meeting instructed the County Clerk to make a formal approach to
the Highlands and Islands Development Board in regard to their meeting the
agreed share of the cost of the work.




APPENDIX

DORNCCH AIR STRIP

A quick summary of the proceedings to date are as follows:-

1.

The Town Council, the County Council, and the Highlands
and Islands Development Board have a§reed, in the course
of previous meetings to each bear 335% of the total
costs of equipping and bringing Dornoch Airstrip up to
the standard required for a 'J¢v Licence.

These standards were laid down in a letter of 22nd March,
1971, a copy of which is enclosed for information.

Further additional works have been suggested as being
desirable to the functioning of the airstrip. Some of
these items were suggested asbeing suitable subjects
for an OPMAC exercise.

At the moment, there seems little prospect of the Military

Authorities

having personnel available for these tasks until late 1972.

In view of this, I would suggest that the constituent bodies interested
in this development should now proceed as early as possible, to have

the necessary works completed and the airstrip licensed. The estimated
costs are now as follows (updated from 1969).

1.

L.
4&&@le%émﬂéﬂf P{ 5.

8.

ancbiclee 9.

#Fire-fighting equipment - 3l gallon foam
engine, refills and trailer ............ eee £ 435 40

#Personnel equipment, safety helmets,
grab hooks, protective clothing,
medical dressings c.eceveceocorececcnncas .« 350 00

¥Four wheel drive vehicle suitable
for above trailer and foam engine

(Ex W.D. Landrover) - estimate .....ccoevuce Loo 00
#Threshold markers ........... cccenococases .o 1,0 00
Telephone Coin BOX «.eeecevcosoonoacoconss . 35 00 (estimate) -
' omit,already
installed.
Stock-proof fence for aircrafit parking
ATE8 seceeeon. S e teecesessccocesconsscesasea . 275 00
Open~ended building eeceevovsorocecocscsoaass 950 00 ~ omit t
regquired
cepde.
#Tevelling and rolling site ........ covecons . 300 00

Laying metalled access road from the
end of the existing tarmac road to

-

T

the airstrip area - 500 yds x 120" ........ 750 00 - omit, )
re eg,fb
Licetice.

Ttems marked * are obligatory for a 'J¢ Licence.

These estimates show appreciable increases since first set out in

1969. It can be expected that further delays will result in greater increases.

The/

r



2,

The reservations concerning the worth of the expenditure above
estimated in relation to the traffic potentially attracted by the licensing
of the airstrip still obtain. The interested authorities may wish to
consider restricting their intentions, as suggested in the letter of
22nd March, 1971, to a bare minimum without seeking a 'J' licence.

Planning and Development John J, McMillan, County Planning Officer.
Department, John N. M, Green, County Development Officer.
DORNOCH.

30th September, 1971.




DORNOCE,

Our Ref: 5B . 20th December, 1971

7.7, McMillan, Esq.,

County Planning Off:tcgr. ”
County Offices, :

Dear Mr. N&cmillm, S

I refdi' to my letter of ch Hovtmbcr ’ 1971 and your: subaoquont telephone
Ay *the purchise of clothing atc » for use by personnal
Z ":lng at the Air-strip. :

1 undnratmd that you have alrndy

oind tho moo&sar‘y infornation for

‘ )lr. Ho Mo Horrisan.‘ The dther porson to h‘ engaged ‘on fire~fighting duties will be

Mr. A, Robichmd nw& hin mh uu as folleuc« L



