
COUNTY COLINCIT OF SUTHERTAND

YOUR REF.

ouR REF. JBR/FS
J. B. RODGER' M'A., LL.B.

COTJNTY CLERK

COUNTY CLERK'S OFFIC.
GOLSPIE

SUTHERLAND
Telephone Nos.392 & 393

ZJth llarch, 1971

G.F. frowbriilger Esq.. r
?own Clerkr
Town House,
Dornoeh

Dear Sir,

Donlocb. Airstrip

fhe Count3r Planreing Officer has been investigating
the future otr the airstrip in Dovnoch with Officials of the
Boaril of frada. fhe Boartl of Traclefs advice at the moment

is that the strip in its pre.sent form seems to be satisfactory
for the knorn traffic conclitions, Arry proposal for licensing
the strip wouLcl pnezumably be mad.e to take advantage of
schechrletl. servioes and the existence of a licensed strip at
Dornoch, in itselfr would not contribute very nuch to the
operation of a schecluletl sernric€.

fhe Boar<l of fraile point out that the authority
rhich wouLd apply for a lieence, in ti::is instance the ?own

Council, would have to satisfy themselves, after consultation
with the locaL operator, rho, in this casel is Loganaire, that
the licence is necgssarJr . If the fonrr Council so declile
the requirenents are Laid. d,own in the Board. of Trader s letter
to the foun Council datecl 25th Febniatyl 1970. fhese are
ae follows:-

1. Fire-f isht ing Equipm.ent It night be possible to 6et
@hrough the Scottish Development
Departuent, who are at present auetioning off
vehicles andl punps.

Th-is could be reduced2.
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERLAND

I. B. RODGER, M.a., n.r.
COUNTY CLERK

COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE

GOLSPIE O
SUTHERLAND

Telephone Nos. 392 & 393

2Lst Septernberr 19?1.

G. tr. Trorbrtdgae Esq.t
Twn Clerk'
Tom CLerkis Offlcer
Dffi$OCn.

Dcar $lrt

I rrttc to laforn you tJnat lt bes beea dect'dcd tbat a !€ettne of ths

rcpresentatlvas "o""fai,tn"g 
tb6- Do;;ch ALr St'rlp be held r;1thln tAe CouclL

chnniber, county dli*"] oit*"h;;r"1dgr.r"t oet&er, L97L' Tha !€etLng

of representattvel-;a;i'dttg.Oo"i"al Arr stirp nllt be preeeded bY a slrort

rcetlng of othcr rctrresantatltps 1n eonmotlol rlth bualress not sclated to

tis Alr Strlp. fUil tft"t nectf'ns r!J1-9o1393ce at IL a'n' ad' Lt' ls
protrnsed thet tbe Eri sitip q"3Q tUuttra fSltor lsrpdlate$r thereaftcr'
as the flrst aeetlng nay not t"r" Ioo ioog, r rouLd' snggeat tbet lt nou]d

be approprletc for your ntp'eyli"ii"d-'6'C at tbe Corut'y offl'eca' Ilomocht

tn tL* to "omoiL';b" 
n,i. st"$-!s;r"g et LL.3O 8'8. of shortly thereeft'€r'

I trust tbat the forogolng arrsng€*nt'o are convenient'

I amt

Iorrs feltbfu{Yt

&4^-L
lt"t** 

cl.er&.

t.A

fui"
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTH

l. l. McMILLAN, qg[Jtll(FKUF0€OOEIIlrllilPEFlGtI, coUNTY OFFICES, DORNOCH. TEL. 332

PLANNING OFFICER,
26th i)ctoL.er, 1971.

i. F. Trcwlridge, lsri.,
Tolitr [[sp11,
nft:ir 1 lll'Ll

Dedr :'ir,

!or:nog ,.insir"ip - :i m fi,,htii''r liluipmen'i

lie are asked ir1, tne iuppLiers of the pensonneI equipment requireri for the fire figirtin3 services at 'lhe

airove airsirip to sup'rly sizes of'lire r,rLmeis, waterpr"oof coa'ls, f!ririer knee boots and flanre resis'cinq gloves.

I r,rorr[J he oiliged i'i'ihe liersonneL i,lho ane.to man'liie r'jre'Figirtini; ecluipnent ccr.rLd siate ihejr
ne',tirinerren-is in sr far as this oquipment in concerned.

vours frithfuLlyr

fiounty Planning f;ff icer.

o
ERLAND



Highlands and lslands Development Board Bridcr: Horrse 27 ilan< ltreet lnvetrness 1"" 7a')^

lncfrle (+tt/ztz/z)

26+.h or-.+,oher I Q71L'' I

Dear IVIr. Rod-ger,

Dornoch Airstri!

f refer to your Councills application for financial assistance und-er
Section 8 of the Highland-s and Tslands Development (Scotland.) Act 7965.

The Soard have consid"ered. the application and- T have pleasure in
informing you that in connection with the proposed improvement of the
airstrip at Dornoch it has been decided. to offer Sutherland. County Council
a grant of tlrOOO or one-third. of the total approved cost whichever is
the lesser sum.

The main Corrditions upon which this Grant is offered- are set out
in the attached- Append.ix. Tf thqse are acceptable please l-et me have
written confirmation to that qffeict by pth November 7)lI. If no reply
is received. by that date the amo4nt, terms and Conditions may be subject
to review or withd.rawaf . 

I

I:n the event of your Cou4cil,ts accepting financial assistance on
the Conditions referred to, t\e $oard, will duly instruct their Solicitor
to prepare a formal Und-ertaking :regulating the Grant, as well as such
other documents as may be necqssq.ry.

It is possible that in t\e future the Soard may wish to publicise
the assistance which has now leen approved for this project and perhaps
you would. 1et me know if your'Council would be agreeable to this if the
occasion arose. You would, of course, be consulted. beforehand. and- the
terms of any publicity d-ecided. upon would- be as agreed" between your
Council and" the Board.

"-l;-:;
S. Edmond-

Assistant Secretary

i.3. Rodger, Esg. r M'Al r LL.3 r t
County Clerkt
Sutherland County Councilt
County Clerkr s Officet
coLSPTE,
Sutherland.

r: ]
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Sutherland

1. The grant shal-l be given in resPe
shall be the lesser sum of fl'1r000
cost of the provision of:

Fire fighting equiPment incl

4 wheel drive ex w.D. Land RQver at estimated cost of f'1r2004 wheel drive ex w.D. Land RQver at es-llma-Decl cost o1 ditttvv
Threshold- markers and site wdrks at estimated cost of 350
rFot enhones I .t estimated cost of 50
rvrvPrrvrrvv

Stockproof fence for airstril at estimated" cost of 3OO

Metal road" to the airstriF \ 1l ::liil3l:3:::l :i 333Contingencies 1 ar esrlmar

1 
€'3t Oo0

All at the airstrip at Dornecfrr Sutherland'

The grant will not be paid- over unfil all the 1egal formalities have

been completed- and all the relevanf aetailed receipted vouchers in
respect of materials and. labour sn{ff have been seen by the Board and

the work inspected and a certificate in terms satisfactory to the
Board. shal-l have been submitted toltfrem in regard to the cost of the

several works in respect of whiclt {nu grant is offered'

The Councrl shall fully insure agajlnst fire and other risks al] property
and build.ings belonging to it orfu{ed by it at the said airstrip, as well
as all plan{ and" maihii""y, equii:m{nt, stock and other assets belonging
to it or for which it may te resfodsiite thereatl and the rel-ative policy
or policies as also the receiptsi f{r all premiums paid in respect thereof
shal-l be exhibited to the Soard-'' 

1

Theairstriponwhichthegrantispaidsha11notbe#r
pr*pese-orte, sold or otherwise disposed. of^nor shal1 the use thereof be

discontinued. within a period of fivp years from the d-ate of the last
payment of gxant otherwise the wholp Lmount of the grant paid in respect

inl"eof, or such portion of tpe s"rp_ as the 
'oard" 

may at its sole

discreti_on decide shall be imilrediatfrv repayable to the 3oard.

The Soard have approved this ginpncfaf assistance on the firm understanding

that they accept iro liability for fr\rrther work to ensure that the airstrip
will qualify for any tSrpe of liceno{ fot charter and'fot air ambulance

flights.

of the following
or one-third- of the

expenditurer and
* n* r 'l c -nrnrrarl

r f15

2.

a

4.

(
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF SUTHERTAND

YOUR REF.

_* /'.*
ouR REF. J ffit/ aJ:

COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE

GOLSPIE

SUTHERLAND
Telephone Nos.392 & 393

25rd November,1971

J. B. RODGER, u'a', Lr.n

COUNTY CLERK

G.F. Tror,ibridger Esq. t
llo'rrn Clerk'
Dornoch

Dear Sir,

Dornoeh Alrstrin

f have to-day instrr;cted the Corrnty Sr;rveyor
to carr;' out as soon as possible the najor works invo'I-,'ed
i.n preparing the Dorrroch Airstri-p.

I amt
Yours fai
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COUNTY COUNCIT OF SUTHERI.AND oo
COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE

GOLSPIE

SUTIIERLAND
Telephone Nos. 392 & 393

25th Noverber, 1971.

G. F. Trolrbridge, Esq.,
Town Clerkt
Town Clerkts Charnbersr
High Streett
DORNOCH.

Dear Sirt
Dornoch Air StriP

f am in reeeipt of your letter of 22nd curent enclosing rV Minute
of Meetlng of Represenlatives held on 1st October, with arendments thereto
rnade by y6ur Coqncil. I should mention that the Minute has been approv'ed

in lts entirety by the corrnty council for their interest,

I note that your Cor:acil wj-sh to have included the provision of
telephone coin box and metalled aceess road. It was ry r:nderstanding
that these items were not required and that, ln particr:lar, ther"e was no

necessity for a netalled access road to meet the requirements of tJt Licence.
It was nryr r:nderstanding that tle meeting of representatives had agreed to
onit the provisi-on of metatted access road and indeed that it had been

explaineil that the provision of a telephone woul-d not be required' If a

teiephone coin box is, in fact, required there wor:ld seem to be no problen
particularly as the cost is rninjmal. The cost of providing a nretalled
iccesu road is, of course, considerable and, as stated, it was ngr understandinq
that since a metalled access road was not essential, a saving could be effected
by lts omission.

Since your Cor:nci1 take the view that the Minute referred to does not
correetly specity the decisions taken at the meeting, I shall require to take
further itstrrrcti-ons .

I arn,
Yours falthfu1.l;Y,

tt t I
6'J,'lfuW
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gl 0463 34171 HighlandsandfslandsDevelopmentBoard BridgeHouse 27,BankStreet.lnverness Telex75267o

oillr/* 4*/273 20th December 1971

x Dear Sir,

Dornoch Airstrip

I refer to your l-etter of 24lh November on the point raised by the
Tor^rn Counoil with regard to one of our conditi-ons pertaining to the
grant.

As far as Condition 4 is concerned., we are quite prepared to d.elete the
words - rrused for any other purpose or berr.

I trust this will now resolve the matter.

Yoursfaithfullyr | | tll'U*a
P

S. ftlmond.
Toun Clerk, Assistant Secretary
Tov'm Clerkts Chamberst
Royal Burgh of Dornocht
High Streett
Dornoch,
SUTHffi.LAIID.
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DORNOCH AIR STRIP

Councillor George Fraser,
Counclllor D. M. McBain.

Provost H. Clun:ie,
Bai.r.ie W. J. Manson,

l,lr Prophet Smith,
Dr. W. I. Skewis.

Minute of Meeting of representatives
of Constituent Authorities held
wittrin the Council Chanber, Corrnty
Offices, Dornoch, on Friday, lst
October, I97L, at 11.30 a.rn.

Present: -

Represen'ling Sutherland
County Council-

Representing Dornech
Town Corlncil

Representing Hlghlsnds
&Js1qq4s leveJry!BGrd--

.-')

t

D. W. Marti.n, Depute County Clerk,
in attendance,

also

J. N. M. Green, Cornty Developnent
Officer; J. G. Edmond, County
Surveyor; G. F. Trowbridge,
Town Clerk, Dornoch.

CHAIRMAN

The representatives unanimous\r agreed that the Convener be appointed
Chairnan.

DONN@H AIR STRTP

?he Depute County Clerk reported the terns of Minute of lvbeting of
representatives held on l2th October, 1970, ad there was subrnitted a
reporb dated 30th September, 197L, by the County Planning 0fflcer and
Cor:nty DeveJ-opnent Offj-cer. This report j-s appeded ss sn arueexation to
this Minute. The Meeting also heard a report by the County DeveJ-opment
0fficer who errplained the circumstances j-n which it would not be possible
to look for ni-litary assistance for any work on the Air Strip under the
OPMAC Scheme for some considerable time"

The neeti-ng heard a report by Provost Clunie who explai-ned the action
taken by the Town Council since the last meeting and who stated that the
Toun Council were satisfied that they did not wish to pursue the licensing
of the Air Strip -under J. licence corditions il tlre meantime. He stated
that the Town Councj-l ruere agreed that there ahould be carried out at the
Air Strip the nrinirmrrn work necessary to improve it but without regard to
the needs of J tricence conditions. He cbserved that natters had been held
up perrding a decision on whether work would be done as an 0PMAC Schene but
he felt thst it would now be appropriate for the constituent Authorities
to thenselves carry out the basic work reguired, whlch should include
threshold rnarkers, and omit work neeessar1r to satlsfy J Licence conditions
until justificatlon for these arose.

trh Prophet Srdth stated that the costs specified in the report of
the Planning Officer and Development Officer did not appear to be excessive
in regard to the provlsion of J Lj-cence faei-Lities and he stated that lt
was/
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2.

was the Boardt s view that the Air Strip should be licensed to reet J Licence
conditions. The Board considered that this is an essential Air Strip, that
therefore it must be liccnsed and that accordingly the constj-tuent Authorlties
should accept the attendant costs. The neeting also heard a report by
Dr, Skewis who e:cplained the possible use of the Air Strip in the event of
its being licensed arrd pointed out that the Board were examining the
possibility of introductng an air service from Caithness to Inverness which
would have an optJ-ona1 call at Dornoch l-f a lLcensed strlp were avai-Lable
there. He belteved that the cost of provid:lng a llcensed strip was not
exeessive and he be1ieved that it would be a worthwh:ile investnent. He

explained that a metalled aceess road and an open ended buiJ-ding were not
essential pre-requisites for Licensing and that these oould be oni-tted.
fn reply tL a query by Provost Clunie - who explained that the Town Council
we"e rcrried. by the need to provide specially trained men constantly
available at the Air Strip ard the attendant cost thereof - Dr Skewls
explained that it would be ideal to use existi.ng Counci-I employees on a
part-t:-me basis who could be trained by Dalcross personnel, ttre training
being fairly nominal.

provost Clunie suggested that, havlng heard the Board fupresentatives,
it appeared. that the only lterns holding up the project were the Ievelling
and rol1ing of the site and the County Surveyor explained that the work
prlncipally entailed keeping the grass cut on both nrmrays as the for:ndations
were eood. Provos!- Clrnie pointed out that a telephone box already exj-sted
at thJ $it#;h["ttto\'b'y a sharing of the work, the necessary provlsions
could be rnade to meet licensing conditions.

The Convener stated that, having heard the various parties represented
at the meeting, he was satisfied that the constituent Authorities should
proceed to carry out work necessary to neet J licensing condltions and

ifrat ttt" Strip should be submitted to the Board of Trade for licensing as

quickly as possible. Provost Clunie concurred.

The neeting accordingly unanimously agreed to recomrnend to the constituent
Authorities that they proceed forthwith to carry out all work at the Strlp
necessary to meet J licensing conditlons, having noted the agreenent previously
reached with the County Cowrcil, the Town CornciJ- and the Highlands ard
Islands Development Board that each meet one third of the cost, and that the
County Surveyor prepare a report on the detailed costs involved in bringing
the strip up to J licence standar$,e the.necessary work be
Appendix attached he.qeto with the ti-on
uirirai"g and layingf trieta[ea qcqe"; s--r;4
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subrnitted to the constituent authoi{El6s- as soon as possible. The rreeting
xxF,l I further agreed that the conslilusnt Authorities should aim for the_provisi-on
J'{ ,p.Y'-r -t?"i 

^ - F--1 a ai ^^--^r o+**n 'l^-r Anri'l 'rO", *ho* *.ho Tnr.m f'lnrrnai'l shnrr'lrl fnr"thwl,+{'*rtt'r 'r.51i. of a ful1 licensed Strip by April 1972 , that the Town Cor:ncil should forthwith
ga,)19"1 # *-^rr *.n f.ho Rnn.r"rt nf Trade the intentions of the eonstitr:ent Authori-ties andneport to the Board of Trade the j-ntentj-ons of the eonstitr:ent Authori-ties and,j , rgur', ,<A,l,orls '#r, foitowing completion of the necessary work, should apply to the Board of
,i,r,Lr,., i, .i.o.,, Trade for ttre necessary J Licence. The }itreeti-ng noted that the report to be
,rh,^fi.{*ll\f submitted by the County Sr:rveyor would be in respect of both runways.

,t, :^-t+ . ., .rf , , ,-t t +, I a.! " ,

1,, J .{r.rr)-, ,i,r{ The neeting, after hearing Corrncillor A. M. Gilnor:r (who although not

*,zi ,|*,'*{1, a nember of the-Air Strip Conm:ittee, was invited to speak), agreed that
's/, Cor:nciller Gilmour make whatever investigations and approaches he could wlth
'k o] 4"e1ct)7t+'' a view to keeping the work required at the Strip before the Military
"& {u(t'tJ 4 At,thoriti-es i-n case these Authorities found i"t possible to carry out the work

as an OPI{AC Scheme before the constituent Authorities were ready to proceed.
The meeting fr:rther agreed that, in the llkeIy event of the Military
Authorities Ueitrg unable to carry out the work as an OPl'fAC Scheme, the work
should be caried out by the Cor:rity Roads Department.

Bai]le W. J. Manson suggested that consideration be given to the
qpestion of responsibllity for naintenance of the Air Strip but the rneetlng,
after/

!r:i c/*1
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after hearing the Convener, agreed that thls matter be considered further
once a J Li.cence had been obtained and that, in addition, there would be
considered at that stage the question of the charges to be levied at the
Air Strip and the management thereof.

The meeting noted the view of Provost Clunie that the Air Strip Corunittee
would requi-re to continue i.n existence, once the Strip had been llcensed and
hras operating, in order to deal with all matters pertaini.ng theretor un't:iL

_srietr"-!1!l'e-.*gF*.tF, Qs-grganjisation"of Loc-al _Governre"nt, had been conpleted.

The meeting instnrcted the County Clerk to nake a forrnal approach to
the tllghlands and fslands Developrnent Board in regard to their neeting the
agreed share of the cost of the work.



APPENDTX

DORNOCH AIR STRI?

A quick surnnnry of the proceedings to date are &s followsl-

I, The Town Council, the County Council, and the Higfiland.s
and Tslands Developrent Board have agreed, in the course
of previous meetings to each bear 33t16 of the total
costs of equipp5-ng ard bringing Donnoch Airstrip up to
the standard required for a tJr Licence.

2. These standards were laid down in a letter of 22nA l,Iarch,
l97lt a copy of which is enclosed for i-nforrnation.

3. Fwther additj-onal works have been suggested as being
desirable to the functionj-ng of the airstri-p. Some of
these items were suggested asbeing suitable srrbjects
for an OPMAC exercise.

At the monent, there seens Iittle prospect of the Milltary
Authorities havi.ng personnel available for these tasks until late 1972.
In view of this, I would suggest that the eonstituent bodies interested
in this development should ncr^r proceed as early as posslblerto have
the necessary works completed and the airstrip licensed. The estimated
costs are now as follows (updated from L969).

1. -;tFire-fighting equipment - 3l+ gallon foam
engine, refills and trailer ... o...... S L35 l+0

2" +fPersonnel equipnent, safety helrnets,
grab hooks, protectlve clothing,
rnedical dressings 350 O0

3. ;+Four wheel drive vehicle suitable
for above trailer and foam engine

(Ex W.D. Landrover) - estimate

L. *Threshold markers

n"-b{-nr to"<fa,*{e} Y 5. Telephone Coin Box

i+OO 00

l+O 00

35 OO (estimate) -' orn:Ltralready
i-nstalled.

*rrt&u&*/ ,

6. Stock-proof fence for ajrcraft parking
area . 275 Oo

7. Open-ended building .. " 950 00 -

B. 'tEtrevelling and rolling site 300 00

9. Laying meta3.led aceess road from the
end of the existing tarmac road to
the airstrip area - 5OO yds x 12t0tt ........ 75O OO - ornzt, y>d

regi#ed.f or
{Li.cetfce.

Items marked +€ are obligatory for a rJt

These esti:nates show appreciable i:rcreases
ft can be expected that further delays ralll

Ihe/

Licence.

since first mt out in
result in greater increases.1969.



2.

The reservations concerning the worth of the e:rpend:itrrre above
estimated in relati-on to the traffi-c potentially attracted by the licensing
of the atrstrip still obtain. The interested authorities rny wish to
consider restricting their intentions, as suggested in the letter of
22nd Mareh, 197J-, to a bare minimum without seeki.ng a rJt licence.

Pl-anning and Development John J. McMiILan, County Planning 0fficer.
Department, John N, M, Gree{r, 9orrnty Developrnent Officer.

DORNOCH.

30th September, 1971.
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J.J. l{ctlltm, Eaq. r
Comty Plannln8 Offiorr,
County Of,'fJoes, ,p,oq$rqeg. .,, ,

Dea:r Hr. 'lteo*rlr"s, ,*

I rafsr to py
somuirtroutloqa
ca6e6ad on f&e

Ir

20th Deceaubers 1971
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