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 25th Januaxy, 1960

Siw David Robertson, M.P,,
House of Commons, T
VWestuninster,

LO!DON, 3;3.1

Dear 8ir David, , _

Thank you for your letter of 22nd inst, with letter of 20th inst, from
Lord Carrington which I veturn herewith, I regret the delay in writing to you
following the Meeting here en 14th imat. but I purposely put off writing until the
new flying cirvouit arrenged between my Cousoil and the Commanding Officer R.N.A.S.
had been put into opsratiom so that I could repert on yesulis. Today is the first
‘day of flying and the new circuit and I think there 45 a ¢onsideradble improvemmt.
The planes fly from the target area out aver the ses, thence inland by Loch Flset
and back to the target area over Dormoch FMirth at fairly high altitude, The C.0.
of R.N.A.S, Lossiemouth explained to my Council that there were no altermative
practice ranges on the Scuth Cosst of the Maray Firth as that area was already
. fully taken up with air lsnes for one purpose or ancther. The C.0. would not
admit that Darmech had been "buzsed” by R.N.A.S,, pilots and my insistence that
11legal flying had talen place over the Burgh has mde me very unpopular with
R.N.A.S. tut I haven't lost eny sleep over it as yet '

I heve had & letter from Mr Peter Pottie of East Dalsiel Farm, Dalcross about
his campaign with the R.A.F. over-lovw flying at East Dalsiel. He is seeking

co-operaticn in his campaign but I have inforsied him that my Council have agreed

to & tryout of the new flying circuit here and until it has been tested nothing

" fupther can be dene at the mement, From his letter I gather that lir. Pettie

is being foreced %0 oarry om a single handed dattls smd this contrasts clearly with
the case here in which we have had your extire suppert. - My Council eves the
present progress entirely to your good offises. | |
I hope that you are feeling very fit again and with dest regards.
Tours sincerely,
(sed.) V.0, wrighs,

| " Tormn Cloxk.
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Copy ixtract .

14th January 1960

PRESENT

ALSO PRES.NT

ABSENT

I ATTrHDANCH
JBT AIRCRAFT NOISE

Mimute of Meeting of lormoch Town Council
held within the Council Chambers, ch
on Thursday 14th January 1960 at m.

Bevd, W, Macleod, Provost; Junior Baille J.a.Wickham;
Hon. Treasurer W.A.Urquhart; Councillors J.G.Macdonald
and J. Gunn.

Captain iell, Officer Commanding Royal Naval Air
Station, Lossiemouth and two officers.

Senior Bailie Miss J.I.C. Chisholm, Dean of Guild H.
Clunie, Councillors U, Mackenszie and A. Maclean.

Town Clerk,

Provost Macleod welcomed Capt:in Fell and his party
and explained that the noise of jet air-craft based
on the koyal Naval Air iLtation at lLossiemouth and
flying over or near Dornoch had caused a very cénsider-
able nuisance during the latter part of the summer
and the whole of the gutumn last year. It was pointed
out that Dornoch had a considerable Tourist industry
and excessive noise from aircraft would be extremely
detrimental to the Burgh. Captain Fell explained
that the range near Tain was the only one fulfilling
all the requirements of a jet aircraft practice range.
Investigation over a range of 150 miles from Lossiemoum
had failed to discover any alternative site, He
suggested that a modified flying circuit would reduce
the nuisance and a demonstration would be given after
the Heeting. The Clerk stated that after a Press
Report of the Town Council's objections to the muisance
from aircraft moise, airoraft from R.N.A.5. Lossiemouth
had flown over the Burgh at much less than the minimum
altitude of 2000 feet. Captain Fell denied thi{ this
was deliberate. A suggestion that the coast betueen
Lossiemouth and Spey Bay could be used as a target
area was met by the explanation that the whole south
Morayﬁrthuumtakmupbynrtrafﬁclmoamd
the existence of another type of practice range at
Nether Dallochy, Spey Bay precluded the use of the
lossismouth to Spey Bay coast. It was agreed to
glve a trial to flights over a new circuit which would
involve travelling from the target arsa near Tain
above the sea to Loch Fleet thence westwards and then
south to the Dornoch Firth.

Provost Macleod thanked Captain Fell and party for
attending at Dormoch, and the Council members
adjourned to the Links to qbaerve demonstration flighte
by jet aircraft over the:?s'mi proposed new circuits.
The demonstration flight over thdfiew circult revealed
a considerable diminution in noise. It was agreed
that the Town Council would report to Captain Fell

in due course on the reation to the noise from aircraft
using the new circuite °



