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20th FelJn1ary, 1°('2. 
PERSON.AL. 

Dear liir. Sutherland, 

I PJ;l very much i ntcrestea to ler,,,rn from your letter 

of the l '7th Febrnary of the nlpn for f;etti ng Dornoch sclled 1_1le0 

as a.n air centre. Jam mri}:::jnt: :immediate erirujrjes to ascerta:in 

if there -is anyth-ine :r r-an ao to help, ana it will g:jve me very 

Lreat -r,leasure :if J 2m a le to asr-::;-i ~,t you :tn the clevelonmert of 

Lr. Campbell's scher::e. 

With all gooa wishes, 

Yours 

J. su therland, Esq. , 
Tovm Clerk's Office, 

nommcH, 
Sutherland. 



• 

• 
Dear Mr. Sutherland, 

Scottish Office, 

Whitehall, 
s.w. 

2nd March, 1932. 

I have now received a reply from the Air 

Ministry to the enquiries which I made following the 

receipt of your letter of the 17th February regarding 

the question of the scheduling of Dornoch as an air 

centre. The position is that the Air Ministry naturally, 
I 

welcome any increase in the number of Municipal airports, 1 

• 

but their attitude is that the initiative in such 

matters should come from the local authorities 

, concerned. If your Town Council are anxious to proceed 

'in the matter your proper course of action would be to 

get into touch with an.y .. one of the unofficial aerodrome 

consultants who are known and approved by the Air 

Ministry for this purpose. Particulars of these 

consultants are given on the attached list which I have 

obtained from the Air Ministry. -

J. Sutherland, Esq., 
Town Clerk's Office, 

Dornoch, · 
Sutherland. 

/ 
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Aerodrome Consultants approved by the 
Air Minis ry, 

Sir Alan Cobham, K.B.E., A.F.C. 

National Flying Services Ltd. 

Automobile Association 
"Avtation Department" 

{Selection of Sites only) 

Aerodrome Construction Ltd. 

Airwork Ltd. 

George Pretyman Ltd. 

Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, 

London, w.c • 
-ditto-

Fanum House 
New Coventry StreEt 

London, w.1. 

391 Victoria street, 
London, s. w. 1. 

Heston Air Park, 
Hounslow, 

Mddx. 

55-58, Pall Mall, 
London, s.w.1 • 
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H. F. CAMPBELL, 

ADVOCATE. 

TELEPHONE NO.568. 

John Sutherland, Esq., 
Tom Clerk, 

Dornoch • 

.M.y dear Sir, 

4th March 1932. 

Sir .Archibald Sinclair has sent me a copy or his letter to you 
dated 2nd inst. and in view of the tact that the H.B. Aviation 
company Ltd. Booton Aerodrome, Cheshire, is not on Sir Archibald's 
list of consultants I suggest that you might get in touch with 
Mr. Laing, Town Clerk, Inverness, and ask him. it ~hey had the 
advice ot a consultant approved by the Air Ministry in making the 
arrangements tor adopting the Longman site as a landing place ror 
aeroplanes. 

I am writing to M.r. Fresson enquiring whether be is a recognized 
eonsultan~ and if so what his tee would be tor selecting a site 
and reporting upon it. You might be able betore next meeting or 
council to get a note otthe charges ot some ot these consultants. 

Yours taithfull7, 

/f:1; 
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ROYAL BURGH OF INVERNESS 

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS 
"TOWN CLERK': 

TELEPHON EC N°43. 

G.SMITH LAING, 

TOWN CLECRK 

z;;ff// ~ed;; ~ 
~~ 

~vevne/4:J lOth ~ 

John SUtherlandL Esq.' 
rown uierk 

· D o'R NO CH • 

Dear Mr. Sutherland, 

AJRQDROMi. 

I am favoured With ,... --~ ot 
7th inst., enquiring if my Council had had tm ~ « • tOD• 

sul tant approved by the ilr M1n1stry 1n making SFlW,.,.PGtt tor 
providing a landing place at the Longman for a.tren#_, .. wlat 

h1s fee was. 

Some two years a~ the A1r 111Jl1str, 

sent down Major Meall1ng of that Departmeni to inspect possible 

sites for an Aerodrome at Inverness. Major Ueall!ng made an ex­

haustive inspection of possible sites 1n and around Inverness, 

and he furnished a a.port 1n which he stated that in h1s opinion 

the Longman was the most suitable site. No tee or expenses were 

charged by the Ministry of A1r tor this 1nspee't1on and Report. 

We had a proposal :from S1r Alan Cobham to 1nspect and report upon 

possible sites for an Aerodrome, but h1s fee anrnmted to tl.00, and 
we/ 

1 
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John Sutherland, Esg. 

we did not think 1t necessary to empl:oy him 1n V1ew ot the Rtport 

wh1eh we had bad trom llajor Mealllng. I am sure that 1f you com--

mun1ca ted w1 th the M1n1stry of Air telling them that you would 

like them to make an inspection of suitable landing places at 

Dornoeh, they would be quite prepared to do so. 

If I can be of any further assistance to you 

1n connection with the matter, please let me lmow. 

YOUcrS very truly~ 

/lt~lw 
~ TOWll dlerk • 



• Any communications on the 
subject cJt this letter should be 
addressed to:-

THE SECRETARY, 
Arn MINISTRY, 

GWYDYR HOUSE, 

WHITEHALL, 

S.W. l. 

AIR MINISTRY, 
GWYDYR HOUSE, 

WHITEHALL, 
LONDON, S. W. 1. 

and the following number quoted :-

• 

• 

168204 /32 / C .A. 4. ~4 March, 1932. 

Sir, 
Municipal Aerodrome, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of tha 15th instant upon the above-mentioned 
subject. 

In reply I am to state it is regretted that 
owing to the shortage of staff and to the volume of work 
which has arisen in connection with municipal aerodromes, 
it has been found impossible to afford local authorities 
the assistance given heretoforeby this Department and it 
is therefo:renot possible to accede to your request for an 
Air Ministry representative to carry on a reconnaissance 
of the district for possible sites. 

It is suggested that your Council should 
considerthe employment of one of the Consultants 
recognised by the Air Ministry as competent to undertake 
surveys of this nature and a list of these consultants 
is enclosed herewith. 

The Town Clerk, 
Town Clerk's Office, 

DORNOCli. 

I am, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

]J.l-~_; 
for Deputy Director of Civil Aviation. 



. 
H. F. CAMPBELL 

M.A., B. L., ' MASONIC BUILDINGS, 
Advocate in Aberdeen 

and 

,,-,Solicitor, Dornoch. 

• Telephone No. 568 (Aberdeen). 
No. 30 (Dornoch). 

cJ~ jffJ14£J o~ 'fl2~G. 

DORNOCH, 

l 

I 
,1Afv-1J,193fL l 

1 
~ 
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ll. ll. JT•a•iJ!l .B•q •. , 
Jlort.h bi t1ah A•i•\ton· ·.oo .• , Lt.cl., 

Hoot.an Al'•odt'o•, · · 
Oheah1Y.e. 

15th April 32. 

DeaP Sir, 
l tlu1y.•_,:.;eoe1 yetl Md aubllil t\ed 70111"' 1et1e,- of 5t.h 

ins\ to a meet in,r ot the Town Co°:Mll. 

'.tht •\t.«.,. ot t,htt ,11rny ot a a.1t.• for an a,.eodr'ome 
at lloM1och waa oon\inued tor- fuPl,l,8,- qqneide,-ation, and •an~J.• 

.· 1.t watt ·,-en1lt.\ed t,c, Batlle, H~F.C.aapball,. &l'l<l ayaelf t..o me.Jre . 
•·•4cl1t.l-ona1 h.cpli1'"1••• a.net t.o 11«ain r1 M \he Air. V:Jtst•t.l':J'.. and lo 
1'!0~\ t.o. ne11\··•••~•• ot Oounoll .. . . \ ' . . ' 

. . . . !atli• '.0..,b4f1% who ta 'Mt-y .~tt•n 011 ,be ache• ta 
~•,-•'hl t.bat the, roaci'tefft1 . ma:, 'be .able: ·,w \ah d\epa '-: ,.al ae 

.·\be 1-equiPed turtle tot-:. \1- au,.,.,~ Ane·f \he ••atlion hfl-• 'Men 
•«-11'1 coneide,.•d 'b:, \bet Couno11 you wl'll aaa.,- fTto11 •· 

T hartk111~. you'. :tor t.ae · t,,-oullle you ha~• 1.ake.n • 
.. ·. ,. You,-, fn.1·1tiN11.t. 

Town 



Air Jl1niet.ry, 
O,rydyr Houae, 

\Vhi t.e hall, 
LOlfDOlf 1 8. W. ' 

Dear Stra, 

; 15th Ap1"11 32~ 

.. 
~• t11t. ~t reoo..,.i•ed. .Contaul \an1,a of· )'pu,-'. llinla\r,. 

Would the Ai,- 1'1t11itJ+-y _a-pprowa· o-t a ai t,e 
. ' , .. 

••loc,ed. 'by Jft.. Jreeaen of the:t North B,- lt-ilh AYtat.ton _Company ? • 
):: :'.'.' ,,<_ . ,. . , .'it ~.. . . 

l .-hall 'be frl. ad to hea,- ~ om you. 

Your• . fai \htull)', .. 

. ; 
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Any communications on the 
BUbject of this letter should bo 
addressed to:-

THE SECRETARY, 
AIR MINISTRY' 

GWYDYR HOUSE, 

WHITEHALL, 

S.W. l 

and the following number quoted :--

168204/32/C.A.4. 

Sir, 

• 
\ 

' I 
AIR MINISTRY, 

GWYDYR HOUSE, 
WHITEHALL, 

LONDON, S.W. l. 

I am directed to acltnowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 15th instant. In reply I am to say that the 
North Britieh Aviation Company Limited do not find a 
place on the list of Aerodrome e onsul tante approved by 
the Air Ministry. 

The Air Ministry are unable to bind themselves to 
approve of an aerodrome site selected by Mr.Freeson of 
the North British ~viation Company. I am to point out 
that sites selected by approved Consultants are not 
necessarily accepted by the Air Ministry, but each ease 
is treated upon its merits. In every instance before 
a permanent aerodrome site is licensed an inspection is 
carried out by an Air Ministry official. 

I am, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant • 

for Deputy Director of Civil Aviation. 

The Town Clerk:, 
Town Clerlt's Office, 

Dornoch. 



Tel. No.: 

.ICTORIA 1216, 

• 

i. 
• 

Dear Town Cle~ 

AIR MINISTRY, 

I 

GWYDYR HOUSE, 

WHITEHALL, 

LONDON, S.W.1, 

,, 
ii'~ April, 1932. 

I have written you to-day officially in 
reply to your letter of the 15th instant. 

Looking through the correspondence it • 
1 

seems to me as if we are rather getting at cross purposes. 
The policy of the Air Ministry is to assist Local 
Authorities who may be desirous of establishing Municipal 
Air ports. We want to help you and not to hinder you. 
At the same time it ie quite essential that the Local 
Authority should put their cards on the table and say 
quite franKly what they want. If the Air Ministry knows 
what the Local Authority is really getting at they can 
be of considerable assistance. Local Authorities are 
very apt to be wooed by the ·soft worde of some local 
aviator or joy-riaing pilot and to look upon their 
pronouncements as infallible. The Air Ministry has found 
that such advice is very often faulty. They therefore have 
appointed a very limited number of Consultants whose role 
is to assist Local Authorities or others who may be 
drawing up schemes for aerodromes. But here again the 
advice of the Consultant is checked by a Ministry offici. 
Most Local ~uthorities have to borrow money in order to 
finance aerodrome proj ecte and such leans have to be 
approved by the appropriate Government department. 

In the case of Dornoch I am not quite 
certain whether it would be the Ministry of Health or the 
Scottish Office. In either case the Air Ministry would 

John Sutherland ~eq., 
The Town Cler lt, 

To~n Clerk's Office, 
Dornoch. /be 
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PIRIOtfAt •. 

DHf Mr• Allen, 

. X am • ..-11 .. obllpl tfl'l1' yar Jr1n4 1ettett or 
ll•t lnatant. 

•• 

Thi•--- 'Of au-!~ CCIQnOll, Baill• C....,...11~ 

11 at --••t •~•-'• . ·Aa aob:u M n'tvna, 1 -1,· 
. ~bid 1; 7flfll' 1e,._:.: _. him... s.s 11 e. 11wtq ·•Pl~t 

• tu c ... 11 b .IM•'•t~. 'acl ._; , ... _. trhll • . . . '', . . - . . . ., .. -, 

t••• . tldnp. a, i._ 00\llteli . Table' .-i ·• . 11an ·fai1• 

s,ottollllll'a. ii ..... ia:tt,l-, bc,w~~,:~1 •~Uh• ld.81 · 
' • <• '• , •-)i-'•ss;•,, :•<:?,,:•.;, • :;," ,: :. • ,'., • 

· onfbe' ,olata wldo l do not~lhl• _.:.tui• llbd•••·••O!l• · 
. Apl~· .. nldng t• ,..,: a11::itru \Habl•• .. 

. I am,· 

.1 
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H. F. CAMPBELL, 

ADVOCATE, 

TELEPHONE NO.568. 

John Sutherland• Esq., 
town Olerk, 

Dornoch. 

Dear Sir, 
Bott•• ot Motion. 

• Kindly put the annexed motion 01a the agenda tor neat stated 
• eeting of the Town Oounoil. 

Prone7 Burial Ground. 

· At 'the meeting or the District Ooun.Cil of nornooh and Oreieh 
held oa 9th inst. the olerk 1Dtormed the Oounoil that there ha4 
been no outlay• on current aoooat during the yea• 19St-sa. The 
Requisition of the Oounty Olerk for £1811!/- from the Burgh for such 
outlays was therefore 1Jlept. 

Aerodrome. 

If you haTe not already replied to the ilr Ministry I suggest 
that ill your reply you should state that what is desired 1a Dornoch ta 

,., r the aeleotioa by an authorized. expert of an aerial landing site in 
, .. ' ,~ nornoob wtioh could later on beco .. an aerodrome and nornoeh be 
" . : ~ recognized as an .Air Port • • ,. 

' 
It is interesting to see how Mr. ~esson is to get on at 

lDTerness. 

Yours faithfully, ,t/~ ~ // A~ 
Jr✓-(~WY~ 

xotioe ot Motion. 
That a request ie suWltid io the OODTenttoa or Royal Burgh• to 

promote an Jlllendment of the 11st aeotion ot the L.G. (Scotland) Aot of 
1919 io secure that all County council Requisitions under the said 
seotten shall be based upon the annual bud.gets ot the respeotiTe 
County oouneils. 
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• Tel.
4
~o.: 

VIC~ORIA-1aM. 7171. AIR MINISTRY. 

• Ref:- 168204/32. 

GWYDYR HOUSE, 

WHITEHALL, 

LONDON, S.W.1. 

• 

• 

20th May, 1932. 

In reply to your letter ot the 13th instant, I 
would suggest"that the best oourse for your Authority to 
pursue would be to engage the services of one of the recognised 
Aerodrome Consultants and arrange for him to carry out a 
reconnaissance of the area surrounding Dornoch. 

In order to give you a rough idea of the Air 
Ministry requirements for a permanent civil aerodrome, I 
enclose some notes dealing with the matter. Most areas of 
ground need a certain a.mount of improvement before they are 
fit for aerodrome purposes. It is, however, quite possible 
that the Dornoch Links are already suitable for aerodrome 
purposes. but it will be possible to judge this when the 
Consultant's report is received.' 

It would certainly be advantagous for your 
Authority to decide upon an area of ground as the location 
of your future air port and then gain control of the site 
and its surroundings. If this is done, the erection of 
buildings whiob might prove dangerous to flying and thereby 
affeot the Air Ministry lioenoe of the site could be prevented. 
Furthermore, it would be much easier to arrange with the 
Electricity Uomrnission to keep high tension cables away from 
the vicinity of the site. 

It is not the policy of the Air Ministry at the 
present moment to urge Local Authorities to embark on heavy 
expenditure on aerodrome projects. They do, however, suggest 
that it is to the advantage of Local Authorities to decide 

John Sutherland, Esq •• 
Town Ulerk's Office, 

DORNOCH, 
N.B. 

/upon 



H. F. CAMPBELL, 

ADVOCATE, 

TELEPHONE NO.568. 

Jobn S1ttherland, Esq., 
TOW'R Clerk,. 

D&l'DOCII. 

J:.tl:'Odrome. 

It i• now announced in the press that Mr. J'resson with whom 

• 
•• GOJ'r•spoDded a 7ear ago is to open an air serTice between 
lrff'erness, Wick, rhurso and KirkWall and that aerodromes or land.1~ 
a1t•• haTe been prc>Tided in all these places. · 

• 

tou may remember that you had a kind letter trom one of the 
stet, of the Air Millistry whose name I torge't. It occurred to me 
1hat you might now ask this gentleman whether the North Britiak 
A:l~craf't Co. Ltd. (ot which Mr. J'resson is a Directer) has been 
plaoed on the panel ot experts et. the Air Jlildstry. It the nft' 
•i~ aenice starts from lB"Yerness in April a demand will no dol&bt 
.;u;tae in Dornoch to have an aerodrome or landing place proTid84. 

Yours tai tbtully ,_ . . / 
0 1

1/ / 

j /ll -IJ/}~-/w/f'z/ LIL \ . ~ {_f l,l, 



1 .. · 

D. L. Allen, Esq •• 
Air l~intstry, · 

. Owydyn House, · 
.' l.1hi tehall.- . 

London, s.~~!. 1. 

--, -, ,- -- --~, ,a-

. . ' 

• T r•ef er to. your k1n!l 1,tter of 20th May last• and 

i. 

•• 

I 

~·: ou ld rou ulc,ase infom M ft the Uorth . Britisll, 
> : ' ' i • ' • 

r. 1.rci:art r.oy-. • Ltd.• (of. whi~h· ~!r. Fresson is a lttrector), 
. " 

has been placed on the panel of ~,;,erts ot the Alr t1iniat,-t1 

\fr. Campbell, though !lQ. ·1onger a member of our 

Couno·11, still takes a keen tni&Nat· 1~ t.he~patlou of an 

Aerodrome for r::o:rnoch, and .in view of· tbe propeseci air 

service· from !nvemess in :Ap~il,he ihthk~ · a demand w111· 

e.ris~ in Dornoch to have a land1ft(f P,laCe ,1,n>v1ded. 

I am, 
· Yours taithtully, 

Town Clerk. 



Tel. No.: 
.-WiGJaa,11,,+ete,p. AIR MINISTRY, 
Whitel\all 7171. GWYDYR HOUSE, 

WHITEHALL, 

LONDON, S.W.1. Ref: 168204/32. 

•• 

,,;_ 
IS February, 1933. 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 14th instant and in reply beg to inform you that 
no application has as yet been received from Mr. Fresson 
to be placed on the panel of either Aviation Consultants 
or Aerodrome Engineering Consultants. Firms are not 
placed on the lists as such,as approval is restricted to 
individuals. In brief, therefore, the reply to your 
letter is in the negative. 

Yours 

,. 
The Town Clerk, 

• 

Town Clerk's Office, 
DORNOCH. 



Fee Paid ...................................................... . 
Air Navigation Act, 1920. 

Class ................................................................ . 

APPLICATION FOR LICENCE FOR AERODROME. 
(Site proposed to be pern1anently used as an aerodrome.) 

The fee chargeable, in accordance with the Schedule on the back hereof, for a licence for an Aerodrome to be 
used by aircraft carrying passengers for hire or reward must be forwarded with this application. The sum should 
be paid by Cheque or Postal Order, made payable to the "Secretary, Air Ministry," and crossed "Bank of England 
-A/0 H.M. Paymaster-General." 

I. Full name and address of Applicant ... I 

2. Nationality ... 

3. Situation of the Aerodrome P ' 
•
0\luJ-·"" • ------------------------ -----·----------------··- ----------

4. State whether the Aerodrome is for :- .-

• 
5. 

-
6. 

7. 

8. 

(a) Private use (i.e. by the licensee and by individuals 
specifically authorised by him) ... 

If for private use, is it proposed to give instruction 

in flying? 

(b) Public use 

If for public use, particulars of accommodation, 
services, &c., existing and proposed, should be 
given, viz. :-

(i) Accommodation (1) Existing 
(Hangars, workshops, &c.) 

(2) Proposed 

(ii) Facilities for supply of 
fuel and oil ( 1) Existing 

(2) Proposed . .. 

(iii) Medical facilities .. (1) Existing . .. 

(2) Proposed ... 

Are you the owner of the land for which the licence 
is required ? ... . .. ... ... ... . .. 

If not, state :-
(a) What rights you hold over the land ... . .. 
(b) For what period you hold those rights ... . .. 
(c) The name and address of the tenant or owner who 

has granted permission for the use of the site 

For what period do you wish to use the Aerodrome ? 

Type or types of aircraft for which it is proposed to 
use the Aerodrome ... ... . .. ... . .. 

Nearest railway station to the Aerodrome . .. ... 

I 

-r ,~..t-~ ~ ·-,,.,';;i,,-Jb"{ .. 

_ ... , . 

t(.~ 

,-.::;~~· 

~-----
....,._ __ __,.,,.._.,.. 

""""""''· 

~ 
' 

,_ 
Yr,Q..t,l~., 

,, 

¥1~ 

~ ,t t •.w-4 
t-~· . . 
t trt 11 &: b'-.-~ .. I 

.. 
,. 

1u~A: 't v~t.J.t..u,.,,,~ .. -<., 
v 

~ 

I hereby declare that the above particulars are. true in every respect. 

., .. ' 



• 

• 

257191../33/C.A. 2. 

Gentlemen, 

Air Ministry, 

London, w.c.2 

18th August, 1933. 

I am directed to refer to your letter dated 12th 

Aufust, 1933, addressed to Mr. J. Kennedy, which has been 

passed to this Department, and to return herewith licence 

No. 3364 for a civil aerodrome at Dornoch, Sutherland, and 

to say that while the Air Ministry would have no objection 

to your pwrmitting the Town Council of Dornoch to operate 

from the aerodrome under the terms of the existing licence 

during its remaining period of validity, the Air Ministry 

is unable to transfer the licence to the Town Council 

without an application for transfer from the Council and 

a statement from you to the effect that you are willing 

that the licence shall be so transferred. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Sgd) B.B. Muckleston 

.<for Deputy Director of Civil 
Aviation, 

The Scottish Motor Traction Co., Ltd., 
29, East Fountainbridge, 

Edinburgh. 



• 

• 

'I'bc .. 3ecre.t~·· .. , · 
Au• Minist. , 
London. w.c •• 

Sir, 

25th August 

. . 

!oyz R(:f~ ~,!17l9Aa3LC,A1 2 

I refer to yov letter· or 18th . instant to the 

scottiih _:Jotor T1·4ction eo,.; Ltd.• tdtnburgh, relative 

t.o l1eenccNo.J36J.. f:ori,eiYil ~erodrome.at Dprnoch. 
. ,• . . 

. .. T am ,now directed to_ lllalte formal application . 

. for the UelUlfo~ ·Of 'this licence from .the Scottish Motor 

Traot1on Coy.• Ltd., to "the Town couno1.l ot Dornooh. · 

Perhaps I may a4d that the Master ot Sempill 
,· 

.. .,, 

Who was here the. oti1er day- tnspeet1:qg the · ground ls aware . 

of the proposed· transfer. •· 

I am, 
Sir , 

'Your obedient servant, 

'fown Clerk. 



r 

• 

• 

' TEL, No. HOLBORN 3434, 

Any communications on the 
subject of this letter should be 
addressed to :-

THE SECRETARY, 
AIR MINISTR¥, 

ADASTRAL HousE, 

KINGSWAY, 

LONDON, \V,C.2. 

and the following number quoted :-

257194/33/D.D.C.A. 

Sir, 

AIR MINISTRY, 

LONDON, W.C. 2. 

/& September, 1933. 

I am commanded by the Air Council to refer to 
your letter dated 25th ultimo in which application is made 
for the licence in respect of the civil aerodrome at Dornocb 
Links, Dornoch, to be transferred from The Scottish Motor 
Traction Company, Limited, to the Town Council of Dornoch. 

2. I em to state that action is being taken 
accordingly and a licence will be forwarded to you as early 
as possible. It is assumed that the licence should be 
issued to the Provost, Magistrates and Burgesses of the 
Burgh of Dornoeh and perhaps you will confirm that this is 
correct. 

3. In this connection I am to state that, in 
acoordan.ce with the requirements of Se9:t;iQI1ij of the J.ir 
Nav_~g~tion_ A.et, 1920, the Council hereby give their eonsent 
to the estaelishment aud maintenance by the Town Council of 
Dornoeb of an aerodrome at Dornoch Links, Dornocb • 

The !own Clerk, 
Town. Clerk's Office, 

Dornoch, 
Sutherland. 

I em, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 



..,. _,,---~, 
- -,-----, -~--. ---~---

• 

• 

~/ 

Sir, 

· 1 received your latter ot .16th instant, and note thnt 
tne transfe:rt o::' the lioence for a. civil ·Aerodrome here 18 uow 
having atterit ion. · 

. . .. ·· The 1ioence should be is.sued in the oornorate name of 
?• ,.0GUnOi11 ViB

1
t- ,'.,ht\, Provost, 7tagiat~tea and Coundlllora of the 

· ROllS.l Buren of vornoeh .. . . . .. · . . · . 

'fhe Gou.:,,cil l)t\v-e resolTed to establish and :maintain an 
Aerodrome on the ~.inks s.ud. the l'11qutrem~nta of. Section 8 and 19 
of the Air '.iJav1gat1cm Aqt 1920 has been dUcly observed. . 

I may ~,tate tor you;r information tllat at the moment only 
a landing place is prov,.a,a on the Links whteh •• belong& to the 
Counot1~ rt, wtthin the next· tn years. the.tao111tiea·ottered are 
taken ad'rantage of, the site will be•.devtlopat. · • -

t am, ..... 
. su. .. . 

Your obedient Servant, 



• .near Sir, 

J received your letter of 16th 1Wltant. 

. The oonditions ve1•bally extended to 1our Company at 
meeting of Council on 1st. ulto, we11e as :follows: - _. 

( 1) 1'11'ee lauding facilities 'fqit ; years; 
. . . 

(2) An:{_-c~ _ · eratµig _ in InTerAHI tn · ~PW'i t1on. to your -
. - . 001lr

1
o,:my 1Jit _ n __ lr1.ye1,iE)ss and._ KU'kwall only, being 

_ ~ utied xroJn l£lJlC11ng at Dornooh: __ -__ . 

t,) iia.lf ooat of l)l'eparing landin·g · ground to. be borne 'bJ: 
your~: . ,a 

.., .';, 

r ·. ·• 

• ;. __ · -It your Oomuan.t ue agteea'b.ltt.:tq•theae:-..lfiiODlf a 
formal a.geoment can be arawn ._up accor4t.glJ',. · _ ., . _ . 

- . . . 

I 



.,. d.eu ssr • : , . .· , 
• ,:, : 0 .~ • r ,i- • 

.· :t.•·••tea11lS't-nl•i•.c1a-., 11• t•a.at :.• 
;,:t _, ', - . ,., .• . , 

tr«.. '11• Air. ~W•-~· ·. :Joq•iwl1l·.~~- '11019 . Iba•· · lhe. IUmtWJ' •1.• 
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'. ··.· ..... · ... ·· , •::,, .. r . ·· ... ··t,<' /. :· .;· >'\ ... , 

. . .. ; ,.. .• ·JI' i.·, •• ;_.,., ...... ·,; .... , .... 111, 
·.··. ,, ',· '' . ' .'. .· ';:, ~ ·.: '/ ,:'•:,/':'.·.,'.::.' :; .;:, ., " 

·ll'iute~:~· l)»,,..,.JJ'OWIOt.1· .1flll•,·•• • ,.,.. .. ._ tbe 
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)U',-e· ·of ,,lbe.''.l'Olm ·clounoU· tall ... R\'a lf;e.eno•· ·•n14e4 .the 

a. ••· T. ••• ao,··o-,>..s'1,,a-,~~:i,.;,•·--..•t~,._d::~;: t.hf tQ1f11./,. · 

..... ·•:··· .. ·• '·0..11 •• 
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• from Telephone:-

The Master of Sempill 
SARDINIA HOUSE. 

( Fifth Floor) 
HOLBORN 0991 

My Reference ---------------------------------------

Your Reference ............... ••···-··········--····--· .. ······· 

. KINGSWAY 

LONDON, W.C. 2 

The Provost of Dornoch, 
BALLOAN, 
DORNOCH. 

Sir: 

Telegrams:-
"SEMPILAERO" LONDON 

Date. ___ 2..9._:t_l!__.Q_c_:t9J;>_er._l955. 

In the absence of the Master of Sempill, who 
left for South and North America in the Graf Zeppelin 
on October 14th, I have to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of the 17th instant. 

This is a matter which the Master has been 
dealing with personally, and it would appear that he 
was awaiting a further communication from Sqd.-Leader 
Russell prior to taking further action. As the Master 
will be back in a little over a week, I think, perhaps, 
in the circumstances it may be better to await his return, 
but if you feel there is any urgency, I would take the 
matter up with the Ministry. Unless, however, I hear to 
the contrary, I shall presume it is your wish that the 
matter is held over pending the Master's return. 

Yours faithfully, 



r~ 
f' ·., 

'fhe,.aecretary . . 
tor xaa ter of 8emp1ll, · 

SIU'din1a Roaa•• . 
1Cing1wa7, .·· , · . 

LONl>Olf1W .c ••• 

Dear Sir, 

Attei- "°eipt. ot .,_,,.,; letter a, 26th uw .. ; I learned 

• t the accident to the ·"•a.•ter. ot sem»s.11, and I • •nee41DS17 

801''17 to hear et .... e,nd hope he w111 .... a aptedy NCUffet7. 

A• the .•••ter t• no\ 11lat1y now \o be h•• tor ._. 

·• Um•• 7ou might plea•• oC\lllllDtWIJ.oa• wtth 'the Air 111n1.a·t:17. All 

pre"l,'lou.1 oorffapondenoe ad 4•ta11a· ~ what baa been. 4one were 

tent to the ••·•ter 0, S.plll, aml ._ J.Qdlng pi•• waa 1n the 

•~on ot the ••ter ~ ~· ~l1.tou.n4 ao1t._.·aul.Wble: fR. 

plu.ea lancling an.cl ~-t1-• 4ango· 1n the way ot hou•••• 

wood.a &c &o. 

• 
,.' 

Sir Anh1bal.4, stnola1i- alao wae Wer the ground, 

and be b&a-oorrttepondet\oe·uc1 pe,taOft&l m.iedge ot tbAt matter. 

Y1>t1 oan ·e'OlllmWlloau·w1tb hlm :U···.J'Oit HD4 lt n•••••au-J'• 
' , . . . ·, 

Of ..... ,.. -.rill ·--~ ........ 'ln.tentlon 

meut!me \o oona~ot u Aer~.-... : •uply a, 1...a.1ns plaoe. 
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From 

rl 
I 

I I 
I J

I 
Telephone:-

The Master of Sempill 
SARDINIA HOUSE, 

(Fifth F1oor) 
HOLBORN 0991 

KINGSWAY 
Telegrams:-

My Reference .................................... . 
"SEMPILAERO" LONDON 

Your Reference ....... . 
LONDON, W.C.2 

Date __ JUit_h_July, 1933 • 

My dear Provost, 

Ver-; many thmlks for your letter of July 1st 

which I regret not having answered before due to absence. 

I am sorry that the pilots of the S. M. T. have 

not reported on your landing place, and I am enclosing 

herewith a form (in duplicate, so that you can keep one 

copy) which I should be glad if you could have f'illed up 

and returned to me~ 

I will certainly do my best to pay a visit to 

the North as soon as -I can, but do not know just when 

this will be. Perhaps you would let me know when you 

hear from Sir Archibald Sinclair. 

Yours sincerely, 

EnclosB;eS. 
' : .. ;._ 

The Provost of Dornoch, 
11Balloan", 
Dornoch, 
Sutherlandshire, N.B. 

T~ of Sempill, 

' ' ( ~ f ,.;;" 



• 

R OYA L BUR G H O F D O R N O C H. 

At the request of the Provost, I hereby call a 

SPECIAL Meeting of the Tovm Council, to be held in 

my Office on Friday evening at 8 o'clock - 11 To con­

sider letter from the Master of Sempil re landing 

ple.ce for aircraf t 11 • 

Town Clerk's Office, 
Dornoch. 

19th July, 1933. 

J. Sutherland, 
'I'own Clerk • 



• 

22nd July '' 

Si:r~ 

Your letier of 13t,h instant to Piovost Murra, was submitted 
to a metting of. the Town Council last night, when I was instructed 
to send you herewlih appl1eation for licence for Aerodrome along 
with tee ot .£111/-. · ·• . , 

The Provost" he.a as.too. nut to· expros1 -the h• that you ma, · 
. soon be able to co."lt · np,rth. I shall be ·gltid to have tlle result 
o:r the applioat1on on ;n -.r1Y date. · · · · 

,Sir:1 

ur obedient Servant, 

'rown Cl erk. 

( 



,..---------

• 
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From 

The Master of Sempill 
SARDINIA HOUSE, 

(Fifth Floor) 

T elepnone:-
HOLBORN 0991 

My Reference---··········-························· 
. KINGSWAY . 

Your Reference ... ___ ,,.. ________ ---·-·····-·····-··• ....... . LONDON, 

John SUtherlancl, Faq., 
The Town Clerk, 
Town Clerk's Office, 
DOBIOCH. 

Dear Sir, 

W. c. 2 

Telegrams:-
"SEMPILAERO" LONDON 

Date_--5:Ul Aupet 1955. 

Please foJCg1ve me for the delq in repl,-ing 
to yaur letter of July 22nd, which has alread7 been 
aolalowledged. 

The matter is, ot course, being dealt with, 
but before it can be completed it is necea8U7 that 7011 
should send me a local six-inch ordnance aurv-97 aap, 
clearl.7 marking the location and measureaents ot the 
proposed landing ground. Af1T serious obstruction.a 
within one thousand Jal'ds ot the boundariea of tbe site 
should also be shown. 

It will ot course be necessar.r in any event 
tor the site to be inspected b7 a pilot, and I ha4 hoped 
that this could have been done b7 one ot the 8.K.2.C. 
pilots. As, howe'l'er, this !Ju not been done, and it 
will not, apparently, be practicable to make the hapection 
loeally, I will arrange to visit Dornoch round about the 
20th ot this month anc1 make the neceasar,y inspection and 
report. 



i, 

.\ 

-- ~- .:-:_:--tr-.,~~~--~-----.,-,,---,-------
• ❖ -~~ -~. ··-: • 

11 th August ,:, . 

Dear Sir. 

I thank you. t9r 7:oiu-·· l~t\e.r;ot:~th rnst-.ot which I 

reoe1ye4 yestctrda,. . . , 

. ·.. f~i,Jtt 14~:"'~l ~~* at ~ S.~T.co, 
.vtsitttl. ihe ~ t.-t~a,. ,"1114' bo;·t~/applling tQr:a · .. ' . 

< ~ • ,,-. :,, "' • - '. .- f,,-. ·, -~ . ,-'-' •, . • - - . . . • - " . . • 

. l1cenoe in.~. qtt;;~ T.c.;, tiJ'il.11111 fwmiah.JoU:i\ftth··· 

. Ordnance survet.'~~.Jd.~ the · 1~t19ii:·~a .. •euurtmtinta ... Qt 
t~e, pl'Oli)OSed 1ana'8t·~:•·. · .... :: .. . ~·· .· . . . 

· · . Tlle P10Voet :•~ .:l s~Il b• ~1-,t to gq ·<>Yer ~he ground · 
wi•h· 10\l wh.en -,~t ~,,,... on J• flb®t· :tbcf 20th tnstauit.. 

Pleas~ let m~ hear '.~ you \;11ei, to~ .have aat1n1tel1 fixed 

the·da.te ot YOill.' v1.s1i. . 
• ❖ • •• '• ~ 

Yours faithtully, 

. Town, Clerk.· 
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From Telephone:-

The Master of Sempill 
SARDINIA HOUSE, 

(rifth F1oor) 
HOLBORN 0991 

. KINGSWAY . 
My Reference --------------------------------------

Your Reference.......... ... . .......................... . 
LONDON, 

The Town Clerk, 
Town Clerk's Office, 
Dornocll, 
Scotland • 

Dear Sir, 

W .c. 2 

Telegrams:-
"SEMPILAERO" LONDON 

Date 14th August, 1933 

I was very pleased indeed to get your letter 

of the 11th inst. and am delighted to hear that you 

have had a t1s1t from Flight Lieut. Russell. He is 

an old friend of mine and an excellent pilot. I shall 

be plea•ed to back his report with the appropriate 

Officials. 

I am hoping to pay you a visit a.bout the 20th 

so as to familiarise myself with the general lay-out 

of the gr,i(ound • 

With all good wishes. 



..-----------,--~~-----7 --

I .. --
t 

Dear Sir, 
- -

_ _I u imrtl'UOte4 _ by; the 'I'oW.lf Cou.pcu· to ask 1011 to conve, 
: ~-- the IUtll' theu 8Ull .. Qlipl __ in.,-the- ll'a." -1081 bt ~­

auta1Jie4 tllrough the 4eath of ;}lit: eat....i ~.-
i· W1th Pttutnel to _;our:l-\U··:of· 10\b ulto, I U -

• 
-- DoJtaooh •...- •• ttnb J'"t -~ to a., ••·· ui Olde to p 

fllrihtr'· tato._- the t••t-::_~t lh• lan4&~--plaoe tor ~. - -
~ ·-· , . . ·' '· - '' 
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From 

The Master of Sempill 
SARDINIA HOUSE. 

(Fifth Floor) 

Telephone:-
HOLBORN 0991 

Telegrams:-

My Reference _ --------------------------·-········ 
. KINGSWAY . "SEMPILAERO" LONDON 

Your Reforence ......................... -...................... . LONDON. W.C.2 

.lohn SU.therland, Eaq., 
Tom Clerk, 
Town Clerk's Office, 
DORNOCH. 

Dear Sir, 

Date ... _6.tLApril. __ 19.M.. . 

Lord Sempill bas asked me to apologise 
for the dela7 in replying to 7our letter or tbe 
7th larch ,nd at the same time to ask ;you tindl7 
to conve;y to the Town Council his very great appre­
ciation or their qmpatq on the death or his rather. 

You will appreciate that in co11Sequence 
ot this there bas been an inevitable delq in dealing 
with the vast amount ot correapoDdenoe he bas bad, but 
his Lordship wishes me to say that he will take the 
first opportunity which presents itself of tly'ing to 
Dornoch with a view to going further into the question 
or a landing tield • 

I aa, dear Sir, 
Yours taitbtull;r, 

Seoretar.r. 
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From Telephone:--

The Master of Sempill 
SARDINIA HOUSE, 

(Filth Floor) 
HOLBORN 0991 

. KINGSWAY . 
My Reference --------- -------------------····--·· 

Your Reference ............................................... . 
LONDON, W.C. 2 

John Sutherland, Esq., 
Tollll Olerk, 
TO'llll CD.erk'• ot"tice, 
DOBIIOOH. 

Dear Sir, 

Telegrams:-
"SEMPILAERO" LONDON 

Da~. 2Tth Jul.J: 1955. 

I • tlesim .,- the ._.~ ot Saapill 1D 

Ida auenoe f'roaLonclcn to aoJmowledge receipt. of' 

70tJr letter to hi.a of' the 2W J,aq, 111 th which 7au 

enolosa a jpplioatica f'or a Lioenoe for a Aaroclrollle 

at Domoeh, together wi ta the tee G1' £1. 1. o. pqable 

to the Air llinistr.,. 

Thi.a •tter will 'be placed betore the Jlaster 

on his retum to this otf'ioe. 

You.re f'aithtl.11'.Q', 

Seoretarr. 



• 

• 

or--,-, .--.,-:, 
.\ .5 , S _s· 

From SARDINIA HOUSE, 
The Master of Sempill (~or) 

Telephone:-
HOLBORN 0991 

My Reference·····.···················•··············· 
. KINGSWAY . 

Your Reference ................................................ .. LONDON, W.C. 2 

John Sutherland, Esq., 
Town Clerk, 
Town Clerk's Office, 
OORNOCH. 

Dear Sir, 

Telegrams:-
"SEMPILAERO .. LONDON 

'-·, 
Date .. .lD_th Febr.uar.y_l..9..54. 

I am writing to inform you that the Master of 
Sempill is now back again in this country after his recent 
accident in America, and although he has not yet resumed 
his normal activities, he is wondering whether he can do 
anything more at this juncture to help you with regard to 
the aerodrome at Dornoch. 

As you ma.y know, I wrote fully on the 8th 
December to the Provost with regard to this matter, during 
the .Master's absence in America, informing him of what the 
Air Ministry were prepared to do. Not having heard since, 
I have presumed that the matter has been allowed to rest 
over for the time being. 

In view, however, of the delay in bringing this 
matter to a conclusion, I am afraid the cheque originally 
made out to the Air Ministry for one guinea, which had not 
been cleared, is now out-of-date, so that in the circumstances 
I am returning it to you herewith for cancellation. 

The Master will be staying in Scotland for some 
little while, and if you feel it desirable he could probably 
come up to Dornoch and go further into the question. 

Secretary. 

Enclosure. 



• 

i. 

Lord Sempill11 
Su,IU1a I!Quae, 
Kingaway. i · 
LOUDOll I.Cpl 2 • 

·.1.{y tom,· 

20th Auguat 

.· moat obedlent Servant,··· 
•,,. ,_ ' 
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. 
From Telephone:-

~ The Master of Sempill 
SARDI~E. 

(Fifth Floor) 
HOLBORN 0991 

KINGSWAY 
My Reference-----

Your Reference ____ _ 
LONDON, W.C.2 

The TownOlerk, 
Town Clerk's Office, 
DORNOOH. 

Dear Sir, 

Telegrams:-
"SEMPILAERO" LONDON 

Dat2.8t.h .... August .. , ..... .l934. 

I was very glad to get your letter of 
Auguat 20th and to note theretrom how keen 
your Council are on the development ot a 
suitable A1rpark. 

It 11 now about a year since I had the 
pleasure of making a preliminary inspection 
ot the site in the company of my late Father. 
Since then I gather that the ground in question 
has been used by the s. M. T. 

The site 1n question 18 auitable and could 
be developed so tar as the actual landing area 1a 
concerned without any great expenae. I wish I 
had received your letter earlier as I was 1n 
Scotland last week on bua1neaa and would have been 
glad to have. flown over to Dornoch and 41acussed 
matters with you. unfortunately I shall be leaving 
for Australia fairly soon and will not be able to 
get to the North until my return 1n the early part of 
next year. 

I will make certain enqu1r1ea from the R. A. r. 
along the lines that you have suggested and will 
write to you again. 

~roadly speaking however you would certainly 
be well advised to maintain the preaent area which 
has, I assume, been properly prepared tor landing 
purposes 1n accordance with the suggestion• I made 
to you during my vial t last year. This landing 
area would be available as a part ot the tacilitiea 
normally orrered by your Council for the convenience 
ot those visiting Dornoch. At a later stage it would 
no doubt be desirable to erect some modest shed 
accommodation. I do not v1aual1ee anything very 



• 

• 

!he Town Clerk. 28th August, 1934. 

expensive, 1n fact the ouUay would be well 
w1 thin the scope ot a thousand pounds. :ror the 
moment, however, if the area 1a kept tree of 
obstructions f'or landing and 1:f' arrangements can 
be made to aupply fuel and oil as may be dea1red 
this is all that can be expected, but you 
certainly should have a development plan 1n view • 

Yours faithfully, 



Lord 8t11Plll, 
SU411a Ilouae, 
Kingnay, 

- ··• - LONDON W .o. 2. 

, 
;,,_ . •'-

-• i. 

I 

_ On -.behalt 'of the-. '?olm ~U, I beg to thuit fOUl' _ 
Lordahip tor lltta ot-t&tl'! Ultti,(and.for the.pat·-1n,.-t your 

--LoNtlMP con, .. , to --. tn: .•• ~--ot'.u &1" ... at -

- -

The Oounail -wUl M ga4:~:~ JOWi ~p on the 

•-lte, and-to a1-,·:_ta--·•tt•·Pdfal1r *•;:1t·-•-oonv~ni•t 
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From Telephone:-

The Master of Sempill 
SARDINIA HOUSE, 

(Fifth Floor) 
HOLBORN 0991 

. KINGSWAY . 
My Reference .......... ___ _ 

Your Reference __ _ 
LONDON. W.C.2 

J. Sutherland, Esq., 
Tom Clerk, 
Town Clerk's Office, 
OORNOCH • 

Dear Sir, 

Telegram•:­
"SEMPILAERO" LONDON 

Date .. 'l.th .. Sept .. t ...... 1.93.4. 

I am ver1 much obliged to you tor your letter of 
September 5th and thank you for the kind invitation 
extended to me by your Council to meet them on 
the site of the Dornoch Air Park. I am afraid that 
it is impossible for me to get to Dprnoeh before my 
departure tor Australia. It the matter will wait 
over until next spring then I shall be glad to come 
and assist you. It howev~r, as is more than likely, 
you feel tbat it should be dealt with at an earlier date, 
then perhaps you will let me know and I will give you 
an indication as to wb:> would be best able to render 
you.further assistanee. 

During the time that I am away JA'1 Assistant here 
Mr. Brutnell will be dealing with all matters and 
is thoroughly conversant with the situation that we 
have been discussing • 

Yours f'aitl:ltully, 

e 
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From elephone:-

The Master of Sempill HOLBORN 0991 

My Reference ...... ....................................... . 
KINGSWAY 

Telegrams:­
"SEMPILAERO'" LONDON 

Your Reference LONDON, W.C. 2 

J. Sutherland, Esq., 
Town Clerk, 
Town Clerk's Office, 
DORNOCH. 

Dear Sir, 

I ba.ve been giving further consideration to the 
question of the projected development of your Municipal 
Air Park and the possibility of it when ready being 
used by the R. A. F. Whereas of course the R. A. F. 
might from time to time use such facilities as you could 
offer them, I do ~ot think you can anticipate any 
extensive use by$ervice aircraft. You will, therefore, 
have to look to a gradual growth in the development of 
civil and commercial aviation~ 

Yours faithfully, 



• 

• 

From 

The Master of Sempill 
SARDINIA HOUSE, 

(Fifth Floor) 

Telephone:-
HOLBORN 0991 

Telegrams:-

My Reference------
KINGSWAY "SEMPILAERO"" LONDON 

Your Reference ....... ························-·········· 
LONDON. w.c. 2 Datc ..... ~.~h June, 1956. 

My dear Provost, 

I was very glad to have had a few words 
with you on the telephone the other day while you 
were visiting Mr. Whitney Straight • 

Since then I have had a conversation with 
him, and know that he is keen on developing flying 
at Dornoch. 

I will most certainly collaborate with him 
and do all that is possible to further any plans he 
may have in mind. I know something of the conditions 
around Dornoch, and feel quite sure that the facilities 
you have are excellent, and a very satisfactory landing 
ground can be developed at very small expense. 

When I am in the neighbourhood I will most 
certainly pay you a visit. 

Provost John Murray, 
Balloan, 
OORNOCH, 
Sutherland. 

lours sincerely, 

( 






