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THE ROAD TO THE BEACH

In 1931 the community of Dornoch was split by controversy -- the Town Council was
oing to upgrade the road running in front of the [ tee of the Royal Dornoch Golf’
Club “to provide better facilities for Motor Cars and Bathers to reach the Beach™

The background to this story is that the ground used for the origini Dornoch G

Club course, as laid out by Old Tom Morris in the 1860s, was almost entirely on the
Common Good Land of the Royal Burgh of Dornoch, administered by Dornoch Town
Council. In 1904 the course was extended onto FEmbo Street Common Grazing, and in
1048 extended further onto Embo Common Grazing. In addition the pre-war Ladies
Course, much of which was flattened in 1940 to provide an airstrip, was on Common
Good tand, as is the present Struie Course. Today less than half of the Championship
Course is on Common Good land. As a result of this Town Council control of the
Common Good land the Golf Club had to apply to the Town Counci! for permission
for any work done on that land, such as laying water pipes and so on, but not,
apparently, for golfing alterations such as to tees and bunkers. This changed with 1
award of a 99 year leasc in 1975 when the Golf Club could more or less do what it
liked in the golfing sense on the Teased area. However in 1930 the Towa Council had
firm controf over the use of the Common Good land and it could do more or less what
it liked there. As a result of an apparently innocuous motion passed by the Town
Council strong feelings were ratsed both for and against the proposal, with
reverberations that to some extent continuc to this day.

At a mceting of the Town Council on 9" December, 1930 there was a lengthy
discussion, following which Councillor I Campbell moved that “the present road
from e Golf House to the Bathing Huts be reconstructed so as to provide better
facilities for Motor Cars and Bathers to reach the Beach™. Baitie Grant seconded.
Treasurer Sutherfand moved an amendment that betore taking action the Golf Club
should be consulted in the matter in case the construction of the road should prove
detrimentat to the interests of the Club and community. Bailie Mackay seconded.
Councillor Moore said he wished to remark that no matter what decision was arrived
at, if the 1™ Teeing Ground was put to the north side of the road the Hole wor 1 be
spoilt. On a vote being taken there voted for the motion Councittor IM.Camp |,
Bailie Grant, Provost Murray and Dean of Guild Maclean and for the am  dment
Treasurer Sutherland, Bailie Mackay and Councillor FH.F.Campbell, The motion
accordingly became the finding of the meceting. (Councilior Moore abstained from
voting. He was Convenor of the Golf Club’s Comumittee of Management at the

The “Northern Times”, in a lengthy cditorial piece, strongly suggested that the €
Club should have been consulted belore the decision was taken, and commented that
not for many years has the public shown so niuch interest in the domngs of the Town

Counctl as at that time.

The point of the furore that later crupted was that the effect of this decision wou,

to route traflic 10 the beach in tront of the 17 tee of the Championship Course ra
than through Littletown, away from the golfers (this was not really true, but more
about that later). Both routes hud rough tracks that had been uscd possibly for
centurics, and were, indeed are, the only routes available for wheeled trafficto :
bathing beach. Sheriftf Donald Booker Milburn when still an Advocate in Edi. - rgh
expressed the opinion that the various tracks across the Common Goodla w



designated for specific purposes in the days of the horse and cart, e g. the road to the
beach was for the purpese of collecting dulce (a type of seaweed) from the Dulce
Rocks, east of the present 16" tee, to be used as fertifiser, while the prese road to the
sewage works on the lower tinks was for a similar purpose, to collect seawceed from
the north shore of the Kyle of Sutherland. While his opinions were no more than
informed intelligent comment, not a decision of a Court of Law, they did serve to cool
the ardour of some long time residents of Dornoch who thought that they o 1 do
anything that they wished on the Common Good land so long as they were ratepayers
in the Burgh of Dornoch. Some thought that they could drive motor vehicles
anywhere that they wished regardless of any other concern. The opinion suggeste

that the existing tracks were designated for specific purposces and that the Common
Good land was not a tree-for-all, and certainly not for modern motor vehicles. C - rs
thought that they could play gotf on the Common Good land without charge because
they were ratepayers. In turn their ardour cooled when they were informed that they
could have free golt on that land, but not on tees, fairways, in bunkers, or on greens,
or anywhere clse that the Gotf Club had spent money in preparation or repair — this
Jeft the uncut rough, and that was not going to be much fun!

Meanwh - matters were proceeding apace. At a further Town Council meeting on
19" December the report, estimate and plan ot the propused road {rom the Golf € 1b
Hlouse to the beach were submitted. The Town Clerk was instructed to make
applhication for a grant {rom the Unemployed Grants Committee. This would make
onct nk that planning of this project had been in the making for some time, unless
matters were dealt with more quick!y then than they are today, although subsequent
events would make one doubt this. On 26™ December the Town Clerk submitted the
Specifications and Conditions of Contract for the roud from the Golf Club House to
the beach. These were approved and the Town Clerk instructed to advertise locally by
way of handbills for the work. Offers were to be lodged with the Town Clerk by
Saturday 10" January.

Unfortunately the Golf Club Minute Books do not go back carlier  an 1* January,

¥ b it is evident that the matter had been discussed by the Committee of
Management as it was then called. There is no record of correspondence betweer 1€
Golf Club and the Town Council up to this point but apart from the difticulty of
keeping anything sceret in Dornoch, then and now, John Sutherland, Town Cle |, was
also John Sutherland, Golf Club Secretary. Having been Secretary for 48 years at this
point and having built the Club up trom nothing 1o considerable eminence inthat ti ¢
there was no doubting where his prime loyalty lay. The Club would have been fully
informed as to what was poing on. He had not vet started wrting letters to himselt in
hus different capacitics, but he Jdid so quite soon. From whatever source the following
fetter and petition was presented by the Town Clerk to the Town Council on 3 1
December, 1930:-



The letter;
Dornoch, 31* Decr, 1931 (sic)
Dear Sir,

We, the undersigned ratepayers herewith enclose a Petition bearing the signatures of
231 Ratepayers, 82 Golf Club members and 24 citizens, who have signed under the
belief that the proposed road for Motor Tratlic, from the Gotf Club House to the
BBeach would be detrimental to gotf

We most respectfully suggest before further action is taken, that your Council will
invite the oprmion of the Golf Club Committee at the forthcoming Conference.

We are,
Yours faithtully,

(signed) Charles D.Bentinck, Thomas Munro, Geo.Mcintosh, R.Robertson,
D.F.Macleod, Andrew Innes, J.G. Macdonald, D.W Murray, I A Moir.

The petition:

We the undersigned beg respectfully to approach your Council on a subject which is
at present causing considerable alarmt in the community. The decision arnived at by
the Town Councit on Tuesday evening 9™ instant to construct a road for Motor Traffic
through the Links trom the Golf Club House has alarmed not only the memnhers of the
Golf Club but also a large number of the people of Dornoch and in particular t e
depending on the trade and imdustry of the Burgh

Believing that such a road would prove seriously detrimental to the attractiveness of
the Golf Course because of the disturbing intluence of wheeled traflic not only to
focal golfers but also to ity visitors who patronise our Golf Course, largely on
account of its quict and restfulness, we most respectfully suggest before any further
action is taken, that your Council will invite the opinion of the Golf Club. This could
well be done a1 the Conference between the Town Council and the Golf Cluh as
already agrecd on.

Your petitioners understand that your Council has sct apart a portion of the Links  ast
of Littlctown as a Motor Tourist Camping Ground and we again respectiully suggest
that the improvement of the road already there would serve both purposes and cause
less interference with the play on the Golf Course.

Further communication;

A letter was read from the Commitice of Management of the Royal Dornoch Go
Club stronply supporting the terms of the Petition.



After the submission of the petition the Provost, John Murray, invited cach member of
the Council to express his opinion with the result that four members fave  ed the
Praver of the Petition while the other four held the contrary view. Atter further
discussion the Provost then ruled that the previous decision of the Council on N
December to proceed with the construction of the road could not be altered, and — at
under Standing Orders, a period of six months must elapse before a resolution to
rescind was competent.

This was followed by subnussion of offers for construction of the road with that of
K_H.Ross of Tarbat Villa, Embo to do the work for £80 being accepted.

At this point it is necessary to digress somewhat. [t should be pointed out that of the
nine signatories of the Tetter accompanying the petition four, Messts. Robertson,
MacLeod, Murray and Macdonald were members of the Golf Club Management
Commitice. Also 1t would appear that perhaps Provost Murray was not as in artial as
the Town Counci! Minutes would suggest. Standing Orders can always be suspe e
although, in fairness, with a 4/4 split in the Council it 1s unlikely that the usual 23
majority in favour would have been achieved. In addition, he would have had a
casting vole, which he did not use either way. At any raie if the matter could not be
reco  idered for another six months opponents of the road would have heen presented
with a fait accompli  the work would have been done. Once again the “Northern
Times™ editorial was critical of the decision to timvoke the Standing Orders ruling,
remarking on the outery and il fechings roused by the project.

Meanwhile, back at the Golt Club the cause had not been abandened. The CI had
received an unsolicited letter from one of its members in Edinburgh, Mr ALC.Black,
K., The letter is lengthy and will not be quoted in full here. it was fairly iypic  of
views expressed hy regular visitors and newly arnived residents over the years where
they wished for no changes to the Dornoch that had attracted them there in the first
ptace. ! - expressed his dismay at what he perecived as the Town Council’s
determination to develop the beich area by attracting people to it - the wrong kind of
people with charahancs and gramophones - and developing a camping site. His views
on the tracks across the Common Good land were similar to those expressed by
Sheriff Booker Milburn many years later, and doubted the right of the Magistrates to
alter the ¢ ting tracks to accommodate motor vehicles. He also doubted the legality
of the Town Council charging the Golf Club a rent for use of the Links (this was to
have been £200 per annum; in the event when the last Town Council granted a lease
1o the Golf Club in 1975 the tent, for 99 years, was set at £150 per unnum). [n his
opinion if this was done the Club as lessee could then exclude whom it wished from
the ground in question, an interesting patnt even today! At uny rate the Club went
back 10 the Town Council 10 suggest that it the high road project was abandoned 1n
favour of the Littletown route the Club would be prepared to make a financial
contribution towards this. Once more the proposals were rejected by the Town
Council, who granted permission for the Golf Club to develop the Littletown route at

their own expense if they so wished.

At the same time the Town Council were having a few problems of theirown. ™ 2y
did not know on 23" January if they were going to get a grant from the Unemployed
Grants Committee, but if they did the Council would be responsible for observa 2 by
the contractor of the conditions involved. Mcanwhile work was suspended, @ eit (t



docs not seem to have been tor very long  until 9" March in tact. It was not until 5"
May that they discovered the request for a grant for this and for other workan the
Cathedral Square had been turned down,

On 25" January John Sutherland, writing in no official capacity but as a private
citizen genuinely interested in the prosperity of his native town, he said, offered £25
towards making the road castwards from Littletown if construction of e road from
the Golf Club House to the beach was stopped. This too was turned down. It seemed
that the Town Council held all the aces — certainly they, or Provost Murray, were
giving nothing away. -

On 19" February the “Northern Times™ published a letter {from W.G.Moore, under his
own name  an unusual feature as nearly all the letters to the Editor at this time were
published under pseudonyms  in which he stated that having been a member o

Town Council and the Golt Committee for 32 years he assured the readers that

Town Council would never do anything to harm the playing of golt, Dornoch’s
principal industry.

FHowever in March the picture changed again. The Town Clo ¢ received a requisitiy
from Wm. Suthertand, Treasurer, and H.F.Campbell, Councillor, for a meeting to be
21d right away. A fetter had been received from AN Macaulay & Co. Solicitors,
Golspic threatening to scek a note of suspension and interdict at the Court of Session
in Edinburgh to stop construction of the road. The action was in the names of He or
Mackay Ross, Sutheriand Arms Hotel, Dornoch and Rodenck Robenison, Bo - ran,
Domoch. This was on Friday, 20" March and the meeting, which the Provost trie (o
stop on the grounds that under the Standing Order ruling they had nothing fre  to say
on the matter, arranged for 10 a.m. on the next day. It provoked an immediate angry
letter from Councillor §.Campbell who said that he could not attend, and anyway
had not been given the requisite 24 hours notice as required by Town Council Act of
1900. The meeting was ruled by the Provost to be incompetent and postponed until
Monday, 23" March. The Town Clerk was to telephone this information to Mac: lay
& Co. When he did so he was informed that the interim interdict had been granted by
Lord Murray that day, 21” March. When the meeting of the Town Council took place
on 23" March the Town Clerk reported receipt of the Note of Suspenston and
Interdict. It was resobved that Counsel be instructed to defend the action against ¢
Fown Council and to try to have the interdict withdrawn without involving any
sacrifice of principle on the part of the Council. Batlic Mackay dissented. The Provost
then moved, and Councitlor Campbell seconded, that Messrs. Arthur & Macrae,
S sitors, Dornoch, be appointed local agents for the Council. Councillor
H . Campbell moved, seconded by Treasurer Sutherland, that Mr R S Hendersan,
Solicitor. Dornoch, be instructed to take up the case for the Council as he was al
present the Counctl’s fegal advisor, This amendment was passed by four votes 1o Iwo.
The Provost then moved, seconded by Councillor L.Campbeli, that in the event ot
Me.lenderson declining to act that Messes. Arthur & Macrae be appuinted.
Councitior 11LF Campbell then moved an amendment, scconded by Treasurer
Sutherland, that Mr. Arch. Argo, Solicitor, Golspie, be appointed in that eventuality.
~is time the motion was carried, by four votes to three, Evidently Mr.Henderson |
decline, because Arthur & Macrac did act as agents throughout the dispute.
Henderson resigned as the Council’s legal advisor not long alterwards.






quarry, intended to be a continuation of Golf Road which at present ends near the
Golf Club House. «acre s a closed gate at the cast end of Golf Road and anc ¢
prohibiting motor cars from passing the gate and entering the golt course. [t 1s now
the (ntention of the respondents by means of the new road to enable motor cars n
straight out of Golf Road past the Club House and eastwards over and  rough

course 1o the beach. Previously no such road existed, only the track reviously
referred to. The specifications of the road were such that it was not just a matter of
repairing the track. The track had led to the quarry, which had been disused £ any
years, and there had been practically no wheeted traffic and only the very occasional
cart on it since then. Pedestrians cross the links at all points to reach the beach, and
motor cars occasionally go to the beach via the Littletown route, which does not
substantially interfere with golters. The new road would terminate 50 yards « rt of
the quarry and is intended to be an access to the beach for motor cars. Motor cars have
never been in the habit of gowng 1o the beach by means of the track mentioned,  r
until now was It practicable for them o do so. In 1927 some work had been done to
repair some of this track but it was done for golftog reasons as an unfutr hazard had
developed. No thoroughtare for motor cars was created.

Answer 2. From tinme immemorial there had been o public right of way v way of
a road which feads from the east end of Golf Road to the beach. It has been used by
the public as access to the beach and is the only routc providing aceess to the beach
for vehicular traffic. Cans used the said road, motor cars have atso done so. The
respondents believe that the Golf Club intended to improve the road on the sume lines
as the respondents.

Statement 3. The complaint attempted to show how close the proposed road w1
be to certain features of the course ~ the 1 tee, the 18™ green (now practice gre

the 12" putting green (now 18% preen), the 13" tee (now Struic 1 tee), the 10" green
{ now 16™ green). This would seriously affect and prejudice the playing of golf in an
important part of the course. This could interfere with the playing of golf shots  d
there would be a danger of users of the road being struck by golf bails. Bye-law No.2
refers only to carting The trach 10 the quarry was not used as a road for carnages
comveying people o the beach. nor does the bye-faw authorise or contem plate any

such use. }
1swer 3. Disagreement regarding the proximity to the 10" (16"™) green, whic
wis 98 feet away from the centre of the road and 25 feet higher than the roud.

Claimed that apart from a smalt deviation at the 13" (1™ Struie) tee carried out at the

request of the Golf Club work was only in improving the road that was alre  y in
existence, and has been used as of right as the road for carriages and carts convey! !
people who desired access to the beach and for the inhabitunts in general.

Statement 4. Alleged that the popularity of the Dornoch Golt Links, onc of the
leading golf courses in the country, would suffer if the road is constructed and motor
traffic invited to pass freely along the said road. The prosperity of thc town of
Dornoch would suffer. It was denied that any persons were entitled to have aceess to
the beach by the route suggested. Motor cars and other vehicles can and do have
access via Littletown,

AGWER 4. Admitted that Dornoch Golt Course has for some years a

visitors to the town for the purpose of playing goif thercon, De  2d that as
being constructed. Said links are hicld by the respondents as subject 1o th nt

of other rights by the ratepayers and public. The road as now repatred di ere



with the plavers due nights of golting and the respondents are entitlied to maintain
proper and suilable access to the quarry to enable ralepayers 1o have casy aceess o 2

zach. The Littfetown track passes between and i close proximity to the 1€ green
and the 17" tee and procecds direetly across the fairway of the present 14" hole.

Statement 3. After the resolution to make the road became known through the press
ape ion {argely signed by ratepayers and other citizens of Dornoch was laid before
the respondents requesting them to confer with the golt club and suggestin
alternative access tor motor cars to the beach by o more safe and convenie ute
which could not interfere with the playing of the game of golf. The respondents,
however, have refused to alter their resolution and the making of the road 1s to go on.
It is denied that the complainers ever acquiesced 1 the carrying on of the work. Work
was suspended on 4% January and subsequent to this representations were made to
the respondents by the management committee of the golf club to reconsider their
« :ision about constructing the road. Work was resuned on 16" or 17" March,
whercupon the complainers immediately gave instructions tor the present procecdings
to be raised. The respondents were informed on 19 March of the intention to apply
for interdict and this note presented to the Court on 21 March. it is belicved that
when the respondents were awarce of the complainers” intention they torced on and
celerated the work on the road. especially on Saturday 217 March, with the result
that when the work was stopped on 23" March the construction of the road was for
the most pact completed. The work for which the contract price of £80 was accer :d
was for the reconstruction of the road from the golf club-house to the quarry and not
T repair work.
Answer 5. Admitted that a petition had been presented by certain ratepayers, and
that the respondents declined to desist from the reparr work. The petition was
fomented by certain members of the golf club and signatures obtaied upon a tot.y
erie  ous statement of facts. The respondents believe that had the petition contar - d
the correct statement of tacts many of the signatories would have refused to sign it.
The work of repair was commenced on 15" January and was half completed by 24"
January. Work recommenced on 9™ March and was practically completed by 23
March. The complainers had ail along known that the work was being done and could
have brought the present proceedings in January last, Instead ot so doing they had
acquiesced in the carrying on of the work and delaycd bringing proceedings unti] the
work was practically completed. and then only on the agitation of some volters.

Statement 6 The complainers maintain that the mahing ol the road for the purpose
of allowiny motor cars 1 pass over the golfeourse s illegal. The respondents hold t
links under the oblization o presers me the saime for the pasme of polland they were
not entitted to carry out on the nks any operatons which huve the eltectof
substantially intertering with the exercise of the night to play the game of gott thercon
"Fhe making of the road and opening 1110 traific would seriousty intertere with the
prosecution of golf on the links and would be a hreach of trust. Further, it would have
a detrimental effect upon the (uture popularits of Bormoch as a suminer resort.
Answer 6. Admitted that the respondents have refused to desist from the repaie of
the existing track. Admitied that the respondents hold the hinks under certain
obligations. Denied that the road will seriously interfere with the playing of golf, or
that the respondents are in breach of the trust upon which they hold the said tinks.
Explained that the first intimation of objection from the complainers was by tter
dated 192 March, 1931, Betore the respondents had time to hold @ mecting the pres



note was presented and interim interdict was obtatned on 217 March, 1931 Inany
event the objection of the complainers was to the constructton of a motor road, an
operation which the respondents have not carrted out.

Supplementary Note  In a Supplementary Note the complatners alleged that while the
interim interdict had been granted on 21 March, 1931 preventing anyone frol
making a road for the use of motor and other vehicutar traffic over the Dornoch links,
and from inviting motor or other vehicular traftic to use the road, work had continued
on 21" March. The Town Clerk had been notified by the complainers™ agent by
telephone that the interdict had been granted, and he informed the Provost and
members of the Council. The respondents had engaged 1ive extra men in addition to
the three who hitherto had been employed and set them 1o work on the road that day,
including two of the Provost’s own servants with a roller befonging to hin - eeping
them at work all day although Saturday afternoon was normally a halt day oft: Work
was continued on Monday, 23 March until 11 45 a.n. 1t was believed that this was at
the instigation of the Provost. who stated that the order of interin interdict was not
etfective until it had been formally served. The deliberate purpose was to get as much
of the road completed as posstble before formal mtimation of the order. In the event
timation of the order arrived by registered post on the atternoon of the 23" These
actions were illegal and in bud taith. The respondents knew that the order had been
pronounced and would be sersed on them in due course, yet pressed on with the work.
This was contempt of Court. A considerable stretch of road had been completed on
the Saturday and the Monday. The respondents should be made to restore the ground
to the condition it was in on the Saturday morning,

In reply the respondents stated that the Town Clerk received a telephone message on
the Saturday morning reparding this matter, which he communicated to the Provost,
but no communication was made to the respondents, The Town Clerk had no
knowledge of cither the authenticity or correctness of the information conveyed in the
telephone message. 1t was spectfically dented that any extra w orkmen or carts were
put on the road after the telephone message was received. The road had been o all
intents and purposes tintshed on Frday., 20" Atarch On Monday there was no carting,

srely rolling and brnding, which was finished by 1145 am By the thme (ntunton
of the order was received the repair of the road was complete

Lord Piuman gave his judgement on 8" July, 1931 e had to deeide whether the
aking of this road and introduction of motor traffic which will follow would

interfere with the plaving of golf on the Dornoch Links as it has been played [rom

time immemorial. That was a question of tact which could only be decided attera
rvof, which he would allow .t appears that there had been stular cases in

St Andrews, at Jeast one of which went as far as the House of Lords, The muking of a

road and introduction of motur tralfic was certainly an innovation, as there was a

question to try it would not be fair to allow the road to be used until after the question

had been decided in favour ol the defenders. Tie preferred to 1gnore the suggestion of

the special squad being employed atter the interim interdict was granted, afthough if

there was any such cmployment of exira labaur it would have been most

reprehensible. 1t had been argued that the pursuers should have bre  ht

ar 1ad people who threaten to interfere with the pursuers’ rights. It was

that at all as it was not only the use of the roud but the very existence of



was said to eacroach on the pursieers” rights. The status quo shoald be maintained
unl) the case was decided in the defendants favour.

There it was then. The rights and wrongs would be decided in Courtatal o date.
What Lord Pitman would bave made of this tissue of distortions, evasions, and
probably downright lies we will ftiever know. In the event the case was settied out
Court, but not just yet.

While the frenctic pace of events that stanied this story had cased off once the interim
interdict had been granted it did not mean that nothing ¢lse was happening, On 25"
Aprit J.C Buist, Vice President ol the Royal Dornoch Goll' Clab, had written o
Provost Murray. There s no record of what he said in his letter but Proyost Murray
rephicd on 27" April as follows -

Dear Mr Buist,
. . - . W -
Tam in receipt of yours of 25" inst_ and thank you for the same.

[ am pleased to leam that you are not a party to the litigation which has incensed the
whole community with a few exceptions.

Int  fu  place the fitigation i question s not due to the Town Councit which had to
detend itself against the unwarranted assumption of pursuers in contesting rights
catitely within the junisdiction ot the Town Council.

During the discussion the Town Counctl decided to regulate in the interest of all
partics, vehicular {motor) traflic to the bathing beach, and that no trailers or
Charabancs be allowed. In fact the road was repaired for the purpose of making the
buthing beach aceessible to private motor cars which have right of aceess to the
bathing beach. We have no objection  as tar as Lam concerned  to a private
conference, as it is the heirght of absurdiny 1w alffow  f 1t can be otherwise arranged -
public and private money to be wasted 1o the Law Courts.

If the Club has any suggestions to make we will be very pleased to consider them, but
i the Golf Club msists upon e night of aecess to the Beach 1o be withheld from
private motor cars, then i my opimion a conference would serve no purpose, but us
fur as [ win concerned. [ am guite willing to consider any suggestion ot regr 1tion, cete.
which may artse out of the new conditions,

As ratepayers, you as well as | must deplore this stupid and futile waste, and if
anything can be done to prevent o, I am only too withng.

Yours taithfully,

(s” wed} John Murray.



The Golf Club did not rush mito action on receipt of this etter. There was no need 1o,
Fhe road had been repaired, or constructed, depending on your point of view, but
« uld not be used. It did not see the Light of day unti! the Club’s Annual General
Mecting on 17" August when the Secretary intimated that he had received the
following notice, dated 14" instant -

“Interms of Rule 8 of the Constitution, We hereby give notice that we desire the
commumication received from the Town Council dated §3™ August, 1931 to be fai
before the Annual General Meeting on Monday next tor consideration and resolve
thereon.™

(Signed) D.W Murray

{Signed} D.F Mcl.cod

oth of these gentlemen were members ol the Committee of Management)

Tohn Suthertand, Golt Club Scerciary, then read out o letter from John Sutherland.
Town Clerk -

Gentlemen,

Ross & Roberison v Town Counc]

am instructed by the Town Counci! to send vou the enclosed copy fetter dated 274
Aprid, 1931 from Provost Murray to MrJ . Buist and to caquire whe  cryour ¢ ibis
withing to meet the Council in confereace with the Complainers, in regard to the
litigation resently pending concerning the “Road to the Beach”, on the basis of the
Provost’s fetter.

{Signed) J.Sutherfand, Town Cierk
He then read the letter from Provost Murray to J.C Buist.

The Captain, Sherift Mackintosh, then explained that a conference on the narrow
basis of the Provost’s letter would not lead the Club anywhere, and asked the Provost,
who was present. i the Town Counctl would mecet the Complaimers and the Club in
open conference without amy Iimanons lad down m adsance. The Proyost stated that
as a1 as he knew the Council would be silling to Jo so - {1 was resolsed that the
Committee of Management along with Me.Bust would meet the Town Coune and
Complainers i open conference next week.

This conference duly took place on 24" August and the fullowing proposals for the
scttlement of the dispute were put torward by the Town Counctl:-
1 The road from the Golt Club House to the Bathinyg Beach was never inte ed
for the use of Charabanes, Caravans and Vratlers, and these would be
pre  bhited by the Town Counail.

2 The Town Council were prepared duning any important Competitie - or
Tournament 10 prohibit as far as possible motor cars from using the roud
during such fime as 1 may be necessary,

3 The Town Council were prepared to regutate the hours when motor ¢ars may
use the road to mect any reasonable demand of the Goll Club.

4 ‘The Town Council were prepared to form a road through Littletown to the
Bathing Beach provided funds are subscribed for that purpose.

5 The Town Counctl accepted a proposal from Captain Watson, a mer f the

Golf Club Commuittee. to erect a sign board at the corner Church ! a
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Fhat should haive been the end ol the matter, but, ot course. 1t With 1O

Ter a4 oot e \
gill:zrwi:sjm.ung on 17 September to consider the matter the Golt Club replied as
fh}::"'“Jffn”'f';’l’fl’]:‘]i“f;‘r‘of;;:*f;i of your iﬁf;oé i:?t':clnsl\a‘n‘l, to the Golf Club enclosing

| : s present controversy  oui the road
recently Fonstruct;d by the Councii from the Clubhouse (o the Beach, The Golf Club
ha‘s carc[ulig_,* cons;dcrcd these proposals and notes with satisfuction that as a solution
qf the question at issuc the Tovn Council are prepared to ereet at the corner of Chureh
Strect a sign board bearing a notice {pointing down Church Street) = This road tor
motor cars to the Beach™ and ut right angles another notice (pointing alung Golt
Road) ™ This way to the Goll Course™ As it is assuimed that it is the itention of the
Town Counal In erecting such a sien board would be that directions viven by gl
should be obseryed and that the roud thereby mndicated . snd not the roud 1o the Goli
Course, be used by muotor cars votny o the beach. the Club teels confident that the
Town Council, i order to carny s expressed desire into efleet, witl be wilhng (1)1
cause a remonstration 1o the owner or driver of any motor car whic 1 disregard of
the directions given by the Counctt’s sign bourd uses the roud via ¢ "Road  d the
Golf Course for getting to the beach, and (2) to cract a Bye-law including power to
1mpose penalties on anyone who walfully disregards the Council’s directions. For 1
Town Council to erect a sign board the dircctions of which it had neither the infention
nor power to cntorce would senve no purpose whatsoever, and would, it is thought,
hardly be consistent with the honour and dignty of the Councit. In requesting e
Town Counct to take these steps 1o make these notices effective the Golf Club takes

i view that sts sinply ashing the Counctl to curry into eftect proposal to which the
Council have already agreed. and this the Cluby feeis sure the Town Counctd will not

refuse to do.

Upon the Town Council undertaking to make the dircctions of the sign bourd ctiective
in the manner above desenibed the Golt Club would consider that a sulticiently
satistactory solution had been reached and would be prepured 1o use its best
endeavours with the Compliiners and others with a view to getting the pending
legislation setiled. and the present controversy torgotten by all. In further of such u
settiement the Golf Club hereby repeats its o11er 1o contnibute 1o the cost of putting in
better repair the Littfetown track which has recendy been used by motor cars gotng o
+ beach, and which would be the route mdicated by the Fown Counctl's sten boaed.

The Golf Club further desires to add that in view of Head 5 of the Town Council's
proposals no question as 1o the regulation of the use by motor curs by the roud from
the Club House to the beach s ould nows appeie w anse 1 the disections upon die
Council’s proposed sten bourd wic to he observed. and 111s presumed that the Counci]
after erecting the sten woald st on this, all beach bound inotor cars sl o future
use the Litdetown route, Accardingly in the opinion of the Club Heads 2 & 3 of'the
Council’s proposals {and the further specitications thereof mentioned by the Provost
1o the Captain of the Club on 4™ instant but not yet formally submitted by 1
Council) are now superceded and need not further be discussed. i the Club has



misconceived the purpose of FHead 5 of the Counctl’s proposals it would respec  illy
request the Town Council to cluctdate their proposals further and in partic ar e
what would be their purpose und intention in ¢recting the sign board referred to in
Head 5, {or at present the Club is unable fo reconcte Heads 2 and 3 ot the propos:
with Head 5

This was signed by the Secrctary and sent oft to the Town Clerk.

It had looked as if the Town Councif had given up, and that the Golf C b had gained
what it had been seeking. Indeced the Council’s proposals of 24" August seemed to
suggest that. However, if they thought that they were to be disillustoned quite quickly.
Less than a week later another letter, together with a copy of a resolution by & Town
Council armived for the Sceretary, from the Town Clerk. This read as follows:-
The Golf Club have clearly misunderstood the proposals of ¢ Town Council. 1

sject in accepting the proposal for the erection of the notice board at Church Street
was, that if in the future such an increase in motor traflic as the Golf Club seems to
contemplate, such motor traflic would as far as possible be diverted by the road
through Littletown and so prevent the possibility of interference with the game of
Golf as the Comptainers contend 1t was stated quite clearly at the Conference that the
Town Counci! did not agree to prohibit cars going by the top road to the beach. The
Town Council have alrcady stated their willingness to regulate if necessary the traffic
for motor cars as set forth in Nos. [, IT, and U1 The Town Council, if satisficd that at
any time during the months of July, August and September, it is reasonable m - ¢
interest of Golfers to regulate the motor traffic on the said road, are prepared to
prevent cars using the said road from 8 o’clock to [1.30 forenoon.

11 was remitted to a Committee of Messrs. MacLeod, Macdonald, Phimister and
Robertson 1o draw up a reply to this, 1o be handed to the Secretary to be
communicated to the Town Clerk. They eventually got round to this o write a letter to
the Town Council on 8" October. Mt read as follows:-
1 Golf Committee meeting held on 7% October the resolutions adopted by ¢
v Cot il at their 18Y September meeting were considered.

The Committee note the Council’s object in accepting the proposal for erecting notice
boards at Church Street, but regret they cannot reconcile the expressed desire “to
prevent the possibility of interference with the game of golf” with the statement that

2y “did not agrce to prohibit cars going to the top road to the beach™

1 Golf Club’s idea in suggesting the erection of notice boards was to securc 1at
beach-bound motor vehicles go by the Littietown road, and one road is enough. On
that condition the Golf Club are prepared to contribute to the bettering of that road. If
the old track to the quarry is to be used by motor vehicles going to the beach the Club
will make no contribution towards the Littletown road. We hope this is quite  ar,
At the conferenee on 24" August Provost Murray and Councillor Jan Campbe  said
they would send thetr own cars by the Littletown route (o the beach, and so obscrve
the Council’s order on the proposed notice bourd. This gesture was appreeiated by the
Golf Club and it only remains for the Councail o seeare that the exumple be foflowed
by other motorists. Clauscs (1) und (2) of vur ! Y letted considered necessary
for that purpose. Clause (1) might be quite salficient to stop motoring on the top road;
if so the proposed Bye —taw might never need to be enforced if motorists followed the
examples quoted above. And surely the Council recognise they must have  ower to

™

enforce the idea expressed on the proposed notice board. With these guarantees ¢



Committey are SUppoIting thene i maint o up to s preseot standurd the fong
established industry which bias mude Dornoch prosperous, bot without them the Town
Council must realise that Goltm Doroch and Dornoch iiself will decin. Al we ask is

it the Town Council take the necessary steps o see their own desire us expressed at
the contercace by the Provost and Councillor Campbell that all motor traftic go by the
Littletown Road, be etfectively carried out and without the guarantees asked this
cannot be done.

This fetter did not recerve areply. This hardly surprising as it simply asked the
Council 10 do what they had consistently refused 1o do up o this point,

fi if i
[n the meantime, back on 4™ Aupuast, a dreadful rumpus had broken out within the
Town Council. Councillor 1 F Camipbell, who was known to favour the Goll Club
side, attempted to mtroduce @ moton that m view of the excessive load of tunation
fafling apon the Burgh in the cursent year, and the small prospect there is of any relief
1 the years to come, steps be taken o settle the litigation r the Court of Sesston in
regard to the new road to the beach. The Provost said he had altowed the motic 10 be
read out simply so that everyone night hear its contents, but as Mr.Campbell 1ook up
exactly the swme position as when the action was served the motion was burred under
Standingb Orders. It umphiced that the Counctl wus averse to discussing matters with the
Golf Club, and he went on to explan at considerable length that the Council wished to
take a common sense view of matters, and were perfecthy willing to meet the Golf
Club. He then read out fus feter to M Buist, which the Counctl instructed the Town
Clerk to send to the Golf Club Councillor LCampbell, tr a fetter to the Town
Council, put forward a moton 1 now record in the Minutes of the Council that the
Town Counct! will reeulute the use of motor cais over the roud across the Golt Course
and the prohibition of traiders and charabanes oser the suid road and that in
accordance with the previous findings of the Town Council which was not then
minuted. Yhe Town Clerk then took strong exception 1o the suggestion that the
Minutes were incomplete. [na lenethy explanatory memorandum he guoted
P oaute of 9™ December and denied that any such motion was ever passed. |+ that
the motion was incompetent, and again took strong exception to the concluding
sentences. The Provost then ruled that the motion was competent and criticised the
Town Clerk tor his memorandum. He put forward the motion 1n an amended torm: To
record in the Minutes of Council that 1t was the inteation of the Town Council in
December i deciding to repair the road 10 the beach 1o regulate the use ol cars upon
the said road and to prohibit the use of tratlers, charabanes and other heavy traltw
upon same thouph the recording of said facUwas not then esecuted. Councrlt
I Canpbell seconded Treastner Suthietland v cd the previons gquestion seconded by
Counctlfor HF Campbell whoonade adenottn spoech on the duties aid
responstbilities ot the Fownviorh stating et b e olhad e the Provost bd tade
it clear that there was no suggestion of puetiadine win the part o the Town Cleck by uny
omissions from the Minutes e Provost’s monhon was passed by three voles 1o two,
with Councillor Mctardy abstawining and Councilior LV .Canpbell dissenuing, It has
to be said that the Provost’s running of this mecting was odd, to say the least. Not
only did he prevent what appeared to be a pertectly reasonable. 1t useless, motic by
Councillor J1LF.Campbel) on the Standing Orders pretext but he then allowed a motion
which altered the Minutes of the Town Councif seven months after their approval on
13" January, attacking his owa Town Clerk in the process. On 24" Aupust e



Provost added tue! to the fire. He stated that motor cars were being deiven over the
Pattletown irack and then diverany north castward 1w the buthig huts By domy so the
Bye-aws were being contras ened and a notice board should be erected in the
following terms - No road tor sehicular traffic, anyone doving a vehicle ucross will
be prosceuted i terims of the Huve-laws This was aceepted by the Town Counctl, but
reatly it was utter rubbish. The Provost wished 1o encourage motor vehicles to usce the
high route but ban the use ot the Tow route. The Burgh Bye-favs adopied i the [88Us
did not difterentiate between one truck and unother so trattic could use either route or
none. In effect it would be none as the high rowe was blocked by the Interdict and the
low route by the Town Council

Now an outside agency cntered the argument. e Bentinek. Cathedral Nanister, and
the Rev. Wi Macleod. Free Church Mimister. puat torward a proposal for settfement.
This was considered by the Town Councid on 7 October and by the Gollf Club
Committee on 28™ October. 1t ead -

In the interests of the Burgh, and 10 avoid costly imgation at 1his time of nutional

distress when cconomy is so urgenily needed. the Dornoch Town Council and Golt

Club Committee agree o settlement out of Court of the queston in dispute between

1 om,vis-

1 That the low road to the beach through Tittictown be niade suituble for mutor
traflic whenever the necessary funds are myailable, and that this road. when
completed, be designated by a signboard as the “Road tor Motors to the
Beach™ Another stenbourd be erected at the swme corner mdicaung ~ e
Road to the Goli Course

2 Than should the road Troni the Clubbowse 1o the beach, nonwithsending the
directions of the stanbourds, be used by niotors su as 1o be detnmental to the
interests and the plasiog of poll the Town Counal undertiahe ta protect those
mierests by such mesuies as may be tost ellectnve. und to divert motor
fralfic to the beach by the road through Littletonn from Mid-July unti! Mid
September in each year
This to be an amicable settlement. which does not enter mto the ments ot

LASC.

The Town Council resolved that the proposats be accepted as a basis for a scttement
and that representatives of the Council and the Golt Club should meet together 1o
endeavour to come to an understanding and draw up an agreement that woule ¢
acceptable to both parties, and the Rev.Dr Bentinek and the Rev. Wi, Macleod be
invited to be present. The Golt Club resolved that Messts. Macl.eod, Robertson and
Phimister be appointed to conter with the Town Counonl and the ministers on 29"

October

Betore the Conterenve could o teported an Uit fad beenain election on 3 :
Noveniber s a result of which there had been wclnge of Counciltors. but nota
change of Provost When the now Counel did iheat FLE Campbell, now Jumor Bahe,
mos uLi, sevconded by Counciidor Machimtosti thut inviews ofihe heay v assessanents for
the current vear of 13 10 and thiet the Tingants huve seitled the Court O Session cuse
regarding the road o the beach the Town Cleik be structed to withidian the agency
forthwith from Arthur & Macrae, and request tham (o lodye the accounts Provost
Murray. scconded by Counciilor Melntyie, moved that the motion not be vnertained



as it was incompetent. The vote was 5-4 for the Provost. This was probably correct as
the case had not been scttted. merely an agreement apparcntly arnived at between ¢
Golf Club, the Complamers, and the Town Council, The Minute of the Conference
with the Golt Club and the mnisters was then read. Buthie Campbelt, seconded by the
Provost moved that the Minute und reluted proposals be now contirmed. Thus wits
done. the Town Counci] resolution was as Jollows - The Provost moved. seeonded by
Councillor LCampbell, that the Couneil accept the document submitted by the
ministers as mterpreted by four questions annexed as a basis for settlement. Both
parties agreed 1o accept the document as a basts for settlement {by this time the
pretence that the Complainers. Ross and Robertson, were acting on their own
watiative rather than as a front for the Golt Club had been dropped) and the Town
Council agreed to accept the document as interpreted by the questions. The Golf Club
agreed to put the four questions before their Counsel. The Provost then raised the
question of expenses. Mr.Hynd, acting for the Complainers, offered that each show
pay the  own expenses, but the Provost refused to accept this. He stated that

estion of expenscs should be setiled by Counsel. The questions submitted I
rFrovost to the Conference were us follows:-
L Does the document embody the recognition that cars can go on both roads?
2 Do you agree that the Town Council erect notice boards at the junction ot

Church Street?
[f the Town Counct! {inds during the sununer months motor traftic by the
upper road 1s detrimental to the interests of golf the Town Counctl would take
such steps as are competent to them to divert traftic to the fow road
d Do both parties agree that these data be submutted 1o Counsel in order that a
settiement be arrved at?

Opposite cach question, as recorded in the Minute Book of Dornoch Town Counc s
marked a large "YES™ Each page of the Minute 1s signed by John Murray, Provost.
i1 should have been all over. agarn, but of course. I was not.

Lad

Just what the problent was atter seemingly reached agreement is not entirely clear It
seemed that the Provost took exception to something relating to the Bye-laws, exactly
what has not been revealed: certaily the Bye-laws were notmentioned i the
apparent scttbement, althoueh he bad been prepared to use them (© his own advantage
at an carlicr stage. At any rate at this point Lord Rothermere, proprictor of the “Duily
Mail” and owner of Burghficld, formerly Northiteld and subscquently the Burghfield
House [Hotel, stepped in to knock some heads topether, A Conference was called, to
held at Burghticld, and took place on 19" November, 1931,

Present at the Conference were Provost Murray and LILArthur, representing the
‘Town Council, James Hynd. Sulicitor, representing the Complamers, 2.1 Macl.cod,
representing the Golf Club, Rev D Bentinek and Rev Win Macleod i the interests of
both partres, with John Cowley und 1>r Neal representing Lord Rothermere, The
recently drawn up Juint Minute was the basis for Jiscussion. This Minute the
Complainers agreed 1 adopt. but the Respoadents Jechined o do so althougly it bore
the signature of their own Counsel Mr.Cowley ha ing made an opening statenent
invited Provost Murray to make clear shat he objected 1o the Joint Minute, and
having done so it was remitied w Mr Hynd and N Anhur o endeasour 1o draw up
recommendations which would satisty both partics. There recommendations, which
were 1o be added to Clause 2 of the Joint Mimute were:-



We. JH Arthur and James Fhynd, representing respectively the Town Council of
Dornoch and the Complainers, are agreed that an expression can be framed that wall
eliminate the word Bye-law and in its place one which will protect the intere  of the
Golf Links as hitherto, will have consultations with our respective Counsel, with
whom we will in conjuniction {rame such an expression. Mr.Cowley’s suggestion 1s
that in order to eliminate “Bye-law™ a phrasc could be invenied which could provide
that on a complaint from the Golf Club or others, notwithstanding the sign-posts, th
such complaint, in the opinion of the Golt Club and the Town Council, the Town
Council would take such steps as are competent to them under the powers vested in
them under the authoritics and laws poverning such matters to protect those  terests
and divert motor traftic to the beach by the road through Littietown, from mid-July to
mid-September, in each vear.

On the above recommendation being read over all the above gentlemen agreed 1o the
terms therein stated. and 1¢ was agreed that as the settfement was so fair to s parties 1t
was unnccessary to consult Counsel, and that the representatives of cach side agreed
unanimously that all legal proceedings be withdrawn forthwith, and that a formal
Joint Minute be prepared by and signed by their respective Counsel.

This was signed by John Murray, C.ID.Bentinck, W.M.Maclead, D.F.Macleod, Jaimes
i n J1 Arnhur, Dr.Neal, J Cowley.

In due course the result of the Conference was piven to the Commitice of
Management of the Golf Club and to the Town Councif, with somewhat different if
the end the same results, On 21 November, at noon, this was reported to the Town
Council. Councillor 1.Campbell, seconded by Councillor Mclntyre, moved tha: ¢
dor  ment be accepted by the Council. Treasurer Suthertand, seconded by Counciilor
Mould, moved an amendment “That ie iy private opinion there is a doubt about e
accuracy of these documents, and that the Council delay accepting them until the
doubt is removed.” In the event {ive, including the Provost, voted for the motion and
fo - for the amendment. What the doubt may have been was not stated but there was a
further meeting on the same day, at 7 p.m. The Provost had called the meeting to
reconsider the Terms of Settleinent and related findings as there was some
misunderstanding at the meeting carlier in the day Councilior Campbell, seconded by
Councillor Mclntyre, moved that the Council approve and accept the documents, and
s was unanimously approscd. The Provost was authorised to sign the documents in
the name of and by appoiniment of the Council. What the misunderstanding had :n

was not stated.

On 24% November in the Golt Club Committee of Management the same report
resulied in the Commitiee unanimously resolving 1o record their thanks 1o

Mr.D.F Macleod for his services in attending the Burghficld Conference and for the
part he had played n this matter.

On 12" January, 1932 the Provost intinated to the Town Council that a settlement
had been arrived at and callcd upon the Town Clerk to read the Minute adjusted by
Counsel on both sides taking the ease out of Court. The Town Clerk reported that he
had received no Minute of Settler..nt but that he had been sent a letter dat 21
December last in the followtng terms:-



Dear Sir,

We now write to report to you that the action at the instance of Mr.H.M Ross and
Another V. the Provost, Magistrales and the Town Councillors of Dornoch has been
taken out of Court.

You will please give instructions to have the Notices at the Club House  kendi .
Yours faithfully,
Arthur & Macrac.

The Provost was surprised that a copy of the Minute had not reached the Clerk, and
the Council instructed him to make application to Messrs. Arthur & Macrae fora
copy of the documents so that it might come betore the Council at the next meceting.

At the Town Council meeting on o February, 1932 the Joint Minute was read, with
an additional clause (3) except in so far as expenses of the action have already be
dealt with by the Court no expenscs shall be due or payable by cither party to the
other.

1e minute from the Court of Session read:-
Lord Pitman intcrpones authority to the Joint Minute No.20 of the process and in
respect and in terms thereof discharges the diet of proof meantime appointed for a
date to be afterwurds fixed; he refuses the prayer of the Note of Suspension and
Interdict and decerens; he finds no expenses due (o or by either party except in so far
as expenses have already been dealt with by the Court.

Signed: J.C Pitman

It was all over, or at least that bit of it was.

i # ft

The top road to the beach had been settled, although it was not until 5™ April ¢t
Town Council instrucied the contractor to complete the work from the Golf Club
Housc to the beach. The poor man was probably wondering if he was ever poing to be
p: lall his money. It was reported that he still had £20 to get. It was pointed out that
the road was to all intents and purpose compieted, but not up to specification,
according to the Provost. In the mcantime there had been a meeting on 10" March at
the Club {ouse between representatives of the Golf Club and the Town Council
regarding the Littletown road to the beach. The Golf Club wished to have this route
suitable for motor traific by the stan of the goliing season. Funding was one problem
— some things never change — and 3t was decided to issue a joint appeal for funds to
members of the Golf Club and others. The suggestion by the Gotf Club of a joint
commmittee to administer the fund and carry out the work was turned down it by the
Provost - the work of reconstruction would be carried out by the Council and would
not be delegated to any other body. A visit to the site produced another diffese 2 of
opinton.



The Golf Club wished the road to terminate to the south west of the Bathing Huts,
while the Town Council, i.¢. the Provost, wished the road to join the high road, & s
forming a circular route. (The Bathing Huts were placed about ten yards to ¢ east of
the present childrens” swings. This secms far {rom the sea today but the sea has
receded, and the bent grass moved out, at least 100 yards since those days) In the
event, as can be seen today, the circular route was eventually chosen. The Burgh
Surveyor, E.W.Brannen, was to prepare specifications and estimates for both routes.

On 5" April, 1932, the specifications and estimates by the Burgh Surveyor for the
reconstruction of the Littletown route were submitted. The estimate was forac  tof
£500. This seems cxtraordinary given that the cost of reconstructing the top route, of
m¢ :or less the same length, was only £80 a few months previously. One Councilior
immediately demanded a tower estimate but, after a vote, it was agreed  at at least

30 yards would be constructed, with the remainder of the work to be carried out as
finances were subscribed.

On 3™ May, 1932 the offer of D.Maclean, Church Street, Dornoch to execute work
confo ing to the plan and specifications was accepted, for the sum of £362: 15/-.
7 2 notice for the contractor to proceed was not to be given meantime untl funds
were procured 1o proceed with at least 150 yards. The Council recommended to the
contractor that local tabour be employed so far as was possible.

The Golf b were now trying to make sure that funds were available so that the
work wor 0 on. The Secretary reported on 2™ Junc that he had received a che e
from the Captain for £25, being @ subseription from Mrs.Carnegie of Skibo towards
the tund being raised by the Golf” Club tor making the low road through Littletoy  to
the beach suitable for traffic. On the suggestion of the Cuptain be had opened a
special bank account at the Bank of Scotland in the name of the Club for the purpose
to be operated by himselt as Sceretary and Treasurer. On a further suggestion of the
Captain he had arranged a credit with the Bank of £150, should it be required before
:ceipt of suflicient subscriptions, to meet the contractor’s instahnents, so as 1o ¢
at lcast the minimum scction of road undentaken to be ¢ tructed by the Town
ouncil to be completed by mid-July at latest. It was agreed that before any money
was disbursed to the Town Council on account of the road that the Council undertake
1o erect the sign-boards mentioned in the Burghficld House settiement. There was a
correspondence between the Captain and the Provost on this subject, but what 1t said
was not revealed. In addition the Provost had refused to sign the Joint Appeal to be
issued by the Captain and the Provost. It was resolved that to avoid unnecessary de
that the Captain and Sccretary would themselves issue an appeal to the members, a
to any other interested partics.

]
H

Next day, 34 June. the Town Clerk submitted the accounts of Messrs. Arthur &
Macrae, Solicitors, Dornoch. These were detatled asi-

Messrs. Arthur & Macrac: £91:3: 3.

Messrs. Macleod & Rose: £227. 17 3.

To which arc added the following:

Pursuers Agent’s expenses of Hearings in Procedure Roll and First Divisic
57175,

Other miscelaneous Accounts: £9: 7.3,






On my return to Dornoch for a few days Tam greatly surprised, to my very great
regret, that the unfortunate dispute regarding the beach reoads 1s sull simmering, and
not as I expected find, tinally closed, with complete good will on both sides.

This position 1s most regrettable. In November last, when | had the pleasure of
meeting the representatives of the respective parties, after hours of discussion on all
points of the dispute, an agreement was drawn up and signed by every repr e
present. Everybody left with the teeling that a most unfortunate incident in y
of Dornoch had been satislactorily dealt with. It only remained for the spint of the
agrecment to be carried out by both parties, with mutual goodwill and thought of the
position of each party.

It really scems to me that if that spirit of goodwill and understanding of the a, cement
were adopted, the minor difficulty which has now arisen is quite simple of solution.
My recolection of the cost of the road through Littletown to the Beach was that
sometl g tike £250 or £300 would enable all the work to be carried out that was
necessary, which would be “suitable for motor traftic™.

These words I am sure vou will agree were obviously intended to imply that such a
road would be suitable for motor cars, used by visitors and others during the hohiday
season - Mid-July to mid-September.

Now, Mr. Provaost, I suggest that you and your colleagues, together wit  the
representatives of the Golf Club, get together at once, and fix the cost of the necessary
work at say £300, which sum as | understand it, would provide a road, which would
be in the spirit of the agreement, and would be of sutficient strength and quality to
serve the purpose. I have inspected the site of the proposed road to the beach, and I
think, that if it is made 1o the end of the present can track, which 1s one of the ncarest
points to the beach, it would not spoil the green sward which is such an attraction 1o
the townspeople and visitors.

As you know, | have taken a keen interest in this matter, and it would give me e
preatest satisfaction to hear in due course that the whele problem has been
satisfactorily and honourably scttled.

the information of the Golf Club Commitice | have sent a copy of this letter 1o
1 Mackintosh.

Believe me,
Yours stncerely,
(Signed ) John Cowley

It is fair to say that the Provost did not appreciate getting this letter, which is why it is
in the Golf Club Minutes but not in those of the Town Council.

At any rate, at their meeting on 6" September the Town Council agreed to meet
representatives of the Golt Club. Treasurcr Sutherland, seconded by Cr - ncli
Mould, moved that the Council meet with the Club’s representatives in friendly



conference, with one of the ministers who had attended the Burghfield Conference.
This resulted in a 3-3 split, and the Provost gave his casting vote for the motion. T
fact that such a motion was put forward at all suggests that the conference g not
have been so friendly, a point supported by the voting figures.

At the samc meeting a letter from the Provoest was read out which observed that a
charabanc belonging to the Hightand Transport Company had passed over the road to
the beach. The Town Clerk had been instructed to crect a notice board at the Golf
Club parking place with the words “No charabancs beyond this point” This had been
done.

On 13" September the representatives of the Golf Club — Sheriff Mackintosh,

A.S.Bright, R.Robertson, 1.G.Macdonald, and J.G Phimister — met the Town C¢

Shenif Mackintosh read a letter sent to the Provost by Mr.Cowley, Chairman ol

Burghficld Conference, asking the Council if they would agree to certain sugge:

in the letter relating to costs and the terminus of the proposed road to the beach via

Littletown. The Golf Club was asked to submit the proposals in writing, a somey  at

odd request as the Provost already had most of this in the letter received from

Mr Cowley. These were dated 24™ September and were put before the Council on

11" October. However their consideration was postponed until 4™ November. The

propos s were as follows:-

L. That the Litiletown road 1o the beach be made suitable for motor traffic for a
distance of 440 yards or thereby, starting at the iron gate and ending at a point
m  ked by the Committee with a stake in the ground at the South West of 1
Bathing Huts.

2. That provided the Council agree to make the road to the extent indicated, and
that the cost thereof does not exceed £300, the Committee will be prepared to
find the necessary funds for the exceution of the work.

That when the above work 1s completed the signposts mentioned in the  {inute
of Agreement will be crected.

‘La)

Councillor Mould moved, seconded by Treasurer Sutherlund, that the Council accede
1o the Golt Club’s request. The Provost, seconded by Baitic McHardy, moved an
amendment that the Counail did not aceede to the Club’s request, but submitied
alternative proposals:-

{1) That the Town Couneil is witfing to proceed with the construction of part of a road
to the Bathing Beach via Littletown when cost of same 15 depostied, and to proceed
with the remainder, to erect notices directing trattic that way from Julyto S ¢ 1ber
each year, when cost of remainder is also provided, and access to the Bathing Boxes
and Batbing at the rocks can be attained by this route; or (11) To proceed with the
construction of a cheaper road all the way with the sum offered, provided the Golt
Club undertakes to pay the Town Council from time to time the cost to keep such a
road in reasonable repair for motor traffic to the Beach beyond the houses at
Littletown, and there be a tuming at the terminus of the road.

Councillor McIntyre, scconded by Councillor Arthur,mo © an 70 ot
Council did not depant from their previous finding.

Voting was three for the first amendment and three for the second amendment, the
Provost then giving his casting vote in favour of his own amendmeat. Ve ng for the
amendment was then six, agatast three for the original metion.















Greenkeeper at the time, and John Sutherland wanted to expand the course onto L
nks, beyond the 6™ hole, and destruction of what were known as the Burn holes by
the road would have been the perfect pretext to do just that. If that was indeed the case

it would have been a messy and costly attempt to achicve the objective. In fact this
extension did tuke place in 19-16-48, financed by the compensation paic vy 2 Air
Ministry for the destruction of most of the Ladics Course in 1940 to form { air p.

POSTSCRIPT

In 1998 there are those who propose closing the road along the high route, and
grassing it over, on the grounds that the low route is so much better than it sed to be,

Anyway, tsallover..... .. s i?
i i i

APPENDIX A

MINUTE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF DORNOCIHE 9™ NOVENMBLR, 1877

“The Meeting hay ing had laid before them an application by Mr. Alexander ! :IHardy,
Dornoch, Secretary to the Sutherfand Golfing Socicty, to the Town Clerk dated 5™
November **#*% for perunsston to use the Dornoch Links by the Members of the
Saciety tor the purposes ol Golhing, hereby agree to grant the Soeiety ¢ permiss
applied for ***%* such penvission being held by the Society at the pleasure of the
Magistrates and Town Council, who hereby reserve w themselves power to withdraw

> same at any time ***** "The Mecting further instructed the Town Clerk to
mtimate this resofution to the Sceeretury.”

#xak {[legible words.

APPEADIN B

The following document, wihich seems to have been reproduced by some
photographic means il that was possible in those days, was presented  the oyal
Dornoch Golf Club by JLM Mackay, Town Clerk, i 1915:-

9 November, 1877

At Dornoch and within the Court House there upon Friday the Ninth day of
November Eighteen hundred and Seventy seven years.

Withina N ting of the old and new elected Council of the Royal Burgh of Dornoc
held in terms of the Act of Parliwment 3 & 4 dal:d V. Cap76. tur the election of
Magistrates and Office Bearers for the said Burgh of Dorvech for the ens g year,
Present:

Witliam S.Uraser, Bunker

Alexander Leslie

Adexander Gunn








