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by the Rov. il[r. John Bethune.

Origin of the Name.

The town and porish of Dornoch derive Lhelr name from the Gaellc words D'crn-

Eich, whlch slgnlfies a horsets foot or hoof; concerning whlch the current
tradition ls a follows; About the year 1269, the Danes and Norwegians, hovlng
made a descent on this coast, were ottacked.Uy t'lttttamr.Thane or Earl of Sutherlandt
a quarter of a rntle to the eastwerdofthis !own. Here the Danish general was'slaln,
and his army beaten, and forced to retlre to thelr shlPsr wlii,en were not far
distant. The Thane of, sutherlond greatLy slgnaLized hlmself upon thls occ as{on1

and appears, by hls personal valour and exertlon, to have contrlbuted very nuch

to determlne the fote of the doy. lvhlle he slngled,out the Donish generol, and

gallantly fought hls way onward, the Thane belng, by some accident, disornied'
selzed the le$ of a horse, whlch lay.on.the ground, and with that dispatched his
adversary. ID honour of thls exploit, ond of 'the weapon with which it was

achieved, thfs piace received the name of D'ofnelch, or hrnoch, as lt is now called'*

Sltuatlon, Extent, Surface, Soil Ctrllnetes, Etc. - Dornoch 1s the presybtery

seat; ond, alternotety with Thurgo in Caithnessr that of the synod'' The burgh

of Taln ln Rossshlre, stands on the south'side pf the flrth, dtrectly opposlte to
Ilornoehl and three computed miles to the westwo:rd of both, yhele the ftrth
becomes pretty narrowr is the l\4elkle Ferry, so colled in contradicttnctton to
another orm of the sea, coIled the Little Femy. Oir each side of the former'
there ls a targe boat for transporting carrioges, horses, ond other cattle; os

also a yorvl for tlre accornmodation of foot passengers; but at the Llttle Femy

these aro found on the scast sicte only. At this ferry, four hands serve; and

the same number at each side pfthe l,{elkLe'Ferry. Frequent complaints are heord

of both; an evll not peculiar to theSe ferrles, 5ror llkeIy to be remediod' until
the property and disposaL of such be vested ln the public, instead of private
proprietors, whoge chief alm, naturally, is. to.have as hlgh a rsnt as posslble'
This parlsh extends 9 miles from 8.. to lY. along the coast of the frith of Dornocb;

and from S. to N. or N.lT. about 15 measurod,nlleg! It has g considerable extent
of sea eoast, not only upon the frith of D,o5n-oglrr,,but aLso on that of the Little
Ferry, which runs about 4 miles up,the country o.n tlle east side of the titlll:-
The shores produce sheLl fish, p.articularly coclcles and muscles but yield tittle
other boneflt to the inhabitantg. The seaware. is of' lj-ttle vallue' There is
onty one boatrs crew of fishe men, who are 'nelther skilful nor adventUrousl they

are thereforer wretchedry poor, .and of little or no pdvantage to the pracp' whil-,e

others fron l{urr.rey and Banff-shire, -catch fish on thls coast, and moke money, by

ca*ytng oway the cod, haddocksrr sonte, floundorsr otc. , At the Little Ferry,
there ls an excellent harbour, where'shlps Lie in perfect security, after lo.:ii8
got over B.bofr whlCh runs acrqss the entrance. At high watert vossels' of 5OO

tons burthen may entere here. At the shore of llornoch, too, small vessels lie
in safety, with toleroble weatherr. as well as'near the Utretkle Ferry; 'put a
formldoble bor gtretches from the eastern point of the coast of liornoch, almost

quite over to the south side of tho frith, ealled (from thelr incessant noi$e)

* Thle tradition ls counenanced by the horse-shoe, which ls still retolned in the

arns of the burgh. Ir memory of the fane eventt a stone pilLar was erected
on the spot, supportlng at the top a .cross, .encompassod by a circle, whlch wont

under the name of tfr. Earlrs Cross. Standtng on a sandy hlllockr lt wes

grodually undermlned by the wlnds; several years ago it tumbled dowa, and was

broke to pieces; at prosent, o41J scattered fragments of it remaln.
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the Glzzlng Brlggs. the banks forming this bar, are not, horvever, so
closely connected, but that vessels of conslderable burthen (perhaps 3OO

tons) may enter, under the clirection of'a pllot. The shores are fLat ond
sandy, and the lands contiguous to them generolly level; but gradusLly
elevated as they approach the hil1y distrlcts to the north. lhe soil ls
sandy; tho prevalence of that quality decrcoslng in proportlon to the
distance from the shore. The lrigher grounds ln culturc, partoko of mosal
of theclay kind, there is 1itt1e in the parlsh. The air here, is pure and
falubrlous, if we excopt the immediote viclnity of a large morass, extendlng
from the town of Dornoch upwarcls of'two rnlles to tho westwarcl, and lying olong
the county road. This has been a common. Some years ago, a scheme of,
dividlon wag formecl, under the duthority of the Court of Sesson: It wos
accordlngly dividcd omong the proprietors of the adJacent lands, and morch
stones set up; but still it lics undt'aincd, and o nuisance, as before. Somc
feeble attempts have beon made towards cultu the ebtern extremlty of it.

RLver, Lakes, Animals, Mlnerals, Etc. - Besides the common domestlc
anlmals, foxes, badgers, pole-cats, hares, otters and rebbltg are found ln
thls parlsh; also eagles, hawEs, mulrfowl, woodcoks, patridges, plovers and
snipes. The river of Evelicks, rvhich falls lnto the sea near the lblkle
trerry, affords a few salmon and trouts.' The h1L1y part of the parish contatns
3 or 4 small lakes, in whleh a varlety of trouts are,foundr The Largest of
these lakes may be,about a mlle long, and q quarter of a rnile broad. One of
thenr produces a fine red trout, whlch welghs from ! pount to lf pound. The
parish ls not destitutc of common stone quorries, At Embo there ls one of,
firee stone. There ls no natural woocl of any value. A great.quantlty of :

Moss Fir ls found under ground: ft serves for light to the poorer sort; and
logs are sometlmes dug up, which are used even in buiLding. This sor't,of
tirnber ls rernarkably durable, At both the Skibos there are thrlvtrig
plantations of fir, though of no great extent. At evelicks, 'some appearonces
of coal have been observed; and about a milc to the N.'[T. of Dornoch is found'
a vey rich clay. It is'extrememly hard to dig; the pick must: go before the
spade: It remains hard after cxposure to the air; yet a ver]l: sher.t carrlage
makes it run to the consistency of pltch. l'then used' ln bJiLding, lt takes an
equal quantity' of sand.

Agriculture and Produc6-. - The ciops ralsed hore, are oatsl bear, pedse,
potatoes, ancl some beans cind rye. About the year 1758, potatoes became o
principal article of provision here. Now, they serve as the chief subsistence
of the" people durlng a third part of the year; with many for one half, and
rvlth some even for two thlrds of the ycar. * There ore nc field tyrnlps
cultivated here; and fcarce any sown grass raised, except i.n ,two or three
places, the seats of men of property; which arc also the only lnclosures ln
the par"i.sh' Hence, the arable ground is, for the greator part, in constant
tillage. It is therefore no wonder, that it yeilds poor cops, Ln return for
much labour and expencer Lirne is little known here, as a manure, The
beneflt of: It ls not unclerstood; nor could it indecd be procured but ot'a
heavy expence; :for though there are shells, the tenants cannot afford to buin
them.r fl6wards the. shore, the prevailing crops are beaf and peafb; ln mor6
inaldn farrns, oats;' and of thc last, clifferent kinds o.f whlter: ond of smilll ,

black oats and used; aceording to the various qualities and circumstonees'of :

the soll. The'igopte itnO tnat great oats quickly degenernte ln pool 'land; and
rvhlle they :ailnilt that this is the more fruitful 6ratn, stlll they Lontena; ihat
the other.Ls, on the whole, more productive, as bcl'ng more numerous, and
yicldlng nore stray. The overage returns of bearr may be from. 5 to 6; of,
oats and bease, fr5m 3 to 4. The two Last are solrn in April, ancl reaped,
the pease, ln the end of August, and the oats in September. The bear is sorvn
in Mby, qnd rlpe th August. After a good crop of potatoes, borley, wlthout
any addltlonb.l mahure, is expected, ,on the.coast; but no oatsr' or "very bad,
after the barley, whiclr,is succeedecl by pcasel and the follorving season, the
Iand ls manured and sowh with bear again. In the inalnd parts, oats are sotm

* Many poor familles, who rent no lancl, &re accommodated by others with a spot
for this usefuL root, for the fake of the dung, foot, or ashes which they lay
upon it; and this, while it contributcs essentlally to the subsistenco of the
poorer sortr ls also the most preval.ent mode practised here for improvlng ond
melloratlng the foi1.
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after potatoes. Some farms y&e1d three or more'crops of oats in successionl
but the sancly so.lI along the coast, produces not, in general, any tolerable crop of
that grain. Fallowing is not practi-sed hcre, except on the ferv inclosed farms
already alluded to. Scarce qny lancl is plowecl in autumn, and but litt1e in
rvinter; the prevailing opinion being, that early plorv8ng or sorving, answers not
rvith the light and. open nature of the soil. Some sma1l tenants, on.the coast,
sow no bear ti\l about the 2Oth of L{ay; ancl they crc scti-sficd if but three
weeks intervgne, betwix'b thc flrst and seconcl ploivings, In li.ght soilr. pease

and sown before ti11in3, ancl .then turncd clorvn by the plough; lvhich secms to
answer best, as by that rnode, thc scorching impressions of thc sun and wind are
most effectually resistecl, and a greater degrce of moisture preserved around the
feed, Even bear i-s somctimes sown here in the samc manner. This is the most

extenslvely cultivatecl parlsh in tire cc'runtry, yct there is not an eight part of it
in culture. It raises not, in orclinary sensons, muclt nore corn than is sufficient
for its inhabitants, inclucling thosc of the burgh. l,{ore bilaclc cattle, however, are

reared here, than the parish requireg for the purposes of meat and labour; but
not so mcny horses as the pcople employ" A fcrv hogs are reared. In the lorver
parts of the parish there is little sheep pasture; in the hiIly districts, flocks
of these, and here and there, of goats, are kept; but .neither considerable. The

ardour for sheep farming has harclly yet commencecl here. The precise proportlons
of land, in culture, pasture, etc", is not asccrtalnecl. The quantity of pasturc

.- rcuncls has been considerably reclucecl or destroyecl; the farmer, by the gradual
culture of small settlers; ancl the latter, by thc general practice of cutting
seal cnd divot, or turf*.

lleritors and Rent - The best crable grouncl is lct at 2Q sr per acre; This is
chiefly inclosecl, or in the vicinity of thc burghn Infcrior ground tets at
from B s. to L2 s. ancl the rvorst at 4 s. or even lowcr. The rcal rent lmay

amount in all to about 13OO 1. or 14OO 1" Sterling" Thc Countcss of Sutherlcnd
j.s the principal proprietor; bcsicles whom t]:erc are four heritors, exclusi-vc
cf the proprietors of small crofts continguous to thc burgh; 'rf the last there
are fix. None of the first class resicles constantly, ancl but one has hitherto
resi-dec1 occasionclly in the perish; another has lately built, and is expectcd
to spend some portion of his time herc"

Population. - $lthough thc registers ha'rc not bccn rcgulnrly kept herc, it is
universally befieved, thot the population has increasecl rvithin thc last 3O years

very consicledrably, tc the extcnt, it is sullgcposc'J, of of least 5oo. This
increase is not to bc ascribccl to any ac'lclition from tracle or Mtnufactures; fcr
except two hisky distlllcries, ancl some slax spun by the r./omcn, no branch of trede
whatever is cultivatecl here. The j.ncrcasccl populction cen therefore only be

accounted for fron thosc c?.rtscs; that the rvomen are prolific, and that by tire

x This clre| a pleasant sa11y from an Engllsh gentlemanr some ycars a8o.
Ohserving a hercl of mcagre cattle here, gleaning a scanty subsistence on a
rnked spct, while every ccttage rvas bu1lt of seal, ancl thatchecl vith divot,
he sareastf,cally rcmarlcecl, that "though Sutherlancl rvas not definute of
stones, or grass, t'thc..people chosc to builcl their houscs of the latter, anC

Ieave thej-r cattie to "fecd on the fcrmerl" This rvas fctting our management

in a light abundantly laughable; lett the poor people are not so nuch to
blame, as it was natural fc)r this fccctj-ous stranger to conccive. They arc
i.n general, very poor, anci have but small holdlngs. They nevcr expcrinnced
the advantage of substantial, or the comfort of commoclious drvcllings; and did
gre set a due valuc cn such, thcy possess not thc mcans of con*tructlng them,

and incleed have 1itt}e cncouragcrncnt for thc unclertaking. Small tcnants havc"

no leases hcrel littlc lmprovement, thercfore, of any kincl, can bc cxpectcd'
In Justice to rthc proprcitors, holever, it must bc aclclecl, that it is not theil'
practice to remove the tenants rvantonly.
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subdivislon of farms, 'and tire advancing culture of sma1l crofts cnd muir ground
the peopfe in general are:oncouraged to marry young. It may be addecl, that by
the partiaf introduction ;of incoulationfor the small-poxr anct by the improved'
treatmcnt of patlents under that cliseese, whlch has of late ycars been prett!
generally adopteci,'cven by those rvho cre not yet reconciled to inooulation
itself, many lives have been saved, and other fatal disorders prcvented. Since
thc return to Dr. lTebstcr, hor';--ver, in 1755r'thcre has beon a dccrease upon the
rvlrole, as will appeoi' upon insp:cting the follotring table.

Statistical Table of the Parish of Dornoch.

Length in Engldsh miles,

Breoclth,

Population in 1755

, anno 1791*

D:crease,

-.'erage of births, for five years pricedi-ng 1291

of l,lorrj-eg.s o :

6

2780

254L

239

53

L2

for five yeals preceding 1791

iuarrlages
19
1t
10

'6
16

:rtThere may be uprirards of 20 persons included in the above nuhber, belonglng
to this parish, and occarliondlly resiCing in it, rvho make a practice of going
yearly to the south of Scotland to work, cluring, at least, the surnmer and
auturnn. There is also lncluded in the above enumeration, e clistrict situatecl in
the bosorn of:the parish of Rogart, containing 1I3 sou1s. .There is no reglstcr of
burials kept herc, nor rvoulrf it convey any satisfcctor$ information if there were
because many families continue to bury here, though they no longer reslcle in the
parish;wlri1eotlrers'nowrcsic1dnthcre,buryc1serihere.

- Abstract of Baptisms

Years
1786
:-7a7
1788
1789
1790

ond Marrla gcs,

Bn.ptisms
70
47
co
.jJ

,. 48

ffi a
r - -.ll.r:;- = - +'1,-. *tirr- 

-- -_.- ---^h ..rr 'in tire country,
" in rthe distrlct in Rogart

Number of families in the town, .

rr rr in the country,
,, in Rogart clistrict" rnerirbers of the Estabfished Church,tt 

Seceders

il nt"nrietors residing :

non-rcstcllng :

tt 'clergymen
Sheriff-depute ancl clerk : ' 

r

Number of rvriters or messengerstt of schoolmasters
ll "f 

farmers above 30 l. per annum

ll "t shopkeepers in the burglrtt of smlthstt of nasonstt of house carpenters
" of poor ln the parish, about

Annuol tncomc of the poor,
Average of persons who have fettleC in the parlsh
Number of ploughs
Real rent, anno L79I , in Ster'ling mo:lcy, about L.

500
1908

113
86

466
24

2427
I
6
D

:1

2
I
I

6

from other counties

1400 0 0.

A
=
I
1
3

90
L.7

T2
183

oo
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Diseases ancl Fuel - The cli-seases *ost prevalent here among females seem to
be stomach and hysteric connplaints; and anong males, toothache, collics,
rheumatic, ancl sclqtlc compl-aints. AIl thesc seem to arj-se fron cold, poor
diet, comfortless lodgings, and scarcity of fuel 'i'. The conmon mode of
providing for vrinten firing here, is peculiarly injurious of health.
Durlng the seoson, in rvhich tlre poor pcoplc cre employed in carrylng it out
of the hiIls, they go tcl the moss, or so far in their rvay towards lt in the
evening; Iie out in the opcn cir all night, and load their horses in the
morning. The great clistance, baclncss of the rodcls, weokness of their ltorses,
ancl feantj.ness of pasture, lmpose this cruel necessity. There is no cart road
to the moss, peat anci turf bcing carried by means of an aukward apparatusr on

the backs of sma1, half-starved horses. In one or two districts of the parisil,
the people begin to see the absurclity of thls practi.ce, and havc actually
made some attempts torvarcls a better within the last two years; but nothing
l1lce a competent road has yet been executed.

Roods and Bridges. - l.lature has macle the public roads here passoble: they
orvle l-ittle to inclustry or police; the statute labour has occasionally
been exacted, but it has not becn applieC with that constancy and vigcurt
rvhich would rencler it efficient. ri ccrrnutatlon dlf it eppcars to be now

in contemplation, among the proprietors of this and some other northern
counties. This parish is destitute of bridgcs; the want of one is
particularly felt aet the rj-ver of Evelicks, rvhicir is oftcn not passable
in winter. A piecc of.grouncl, in the vicinity of Dornochr is scid to have
been destinecl by a formcr public spirited proprietcr, for the purpose of
upholding a brrilclge on this river, and to have bcen lcft by hinr under the
aclministration'of the proprietor of a neighbourirtg cstate. I'{hethcr there
are any authentic clocuments extant, to establish this fact, is not knorvn.
At present, the field alluded to is held in propcrty, in thc semc manner as

the rest of the estate, with which it has been so long ccnnectedl the presen'l
proprietor having purchased the vrhole, rvithout any rcservation, from hls
predccessor 

"

Exxlesiestical Statc. - There are no scctarics here, at least no avowcd

seceders from the established church; onc man only, rvho is not a na'live of
the parish, clcclines joining in the pubtic religious services. The stipend
is 8Obo11s of bear, and 7OO marks Scotch, inclucling comnunion elcrnents. The

glebe isconsiderably uncler the legal standarcl. The nansc rvas built about 16

ycars ago, but $/as ncvci. substantielly executecl, or pr.operly f inished, .and
therefoie stands in neecl of repairs. Thrce aislcs of the ancient cathcdral,
form the present church; thc fourth has been long inruins. The churcir hcs
undergone different repairs, and at a con€iclerable expensc. The Countess of
Sut6erlanci, is patron.l l,{ost of thc families, of any cllstinction, connected rvith

t There are no well authenticated i-nstances of extraorclinary longevity. Soem,

ho!,/ever, live to the age of 8o, and some 90 years.

t The fami-ty burying place is rvithin the church. .0i ncat monument has been

erected over it to the mcmory of the last Earl ancl Countess of Sutherlandt
the parents of thc prcsen'u Countess, r'/ho both diecl in the flol'rer of youth,
rlithin ten deys of each othcr, at Bath, and vrere buricd in one Srcve in the
church at Holyroocl-hourse, anno 1766. His Lorclship had only attained the age of
32, and her Ladyship tirOt of 26 years. Thi-s amiablc pair rvere not fess
ennoblecl by thdir shining virtues, than by thcir lriglr rank. Thcir }rumane

dispositions ancl conclesceniling manners hacl grcatly encleared them to all orders
of society. No woncler, the, that their untimcly clcrth rvas dceirly feltt encl

universally cleplorecl. The monument beers the follorving inscriptibn, borr'owed
trom Daviclts affectionate lamcntation over Saul ancl Jonathan:

ttThey were lovely ancl Plcasant
"in thcir lives,

"nnd in their clcath, thcy lvere
" not clividecl.
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the parish, continuc to bury within the church*. fn some measure to remedy
this nuisance, the church rvas lofted some ycars ag'o, at the height of obout
seven feet from tho ground. To tiris upper story, rvhich is the present place
of vtorship, the ascent is by stairs from rvithout, the open area underneath.
si;ilL scrving as a burying ground" Ilotrvithstanding this.improvement, which
is a considerable onc, thc churcl'. is, from its fast extent and stupenduous
height, a uery tncoinpeten'i house cf worship, being extremely cold and boyong
thc porvers of air o::clinar;' ';oicc^ 3

'i'around.tho ca'bheci::al is 'thecl:urcl:-ycrd, vrithout any fencc, and in the centre
of the buSgh. It is tJ:e r,:c.r.:i:t pJ-cce. The county roacl runs through it.
$o:ne years.ago, th:; i:errtr-rs o:l ti:c pcu:ish and rnagistrates of the burgh, entered
lnto a resolutlon to pr:chibj-t elI fal:thcr burying therc" A piece of grouncl,
-.rithout the tovn, tvr"s acci)rdj.ngly mcrked out for that use" A day was fixed
beyond n'hich no porson rvas to bc adriritted to thc old ground. ancl pbulic
intiractions to thr.t purircse. :'cp:atcdly made" But the preJudiccs of the
people prevailed, and tl.rc pro;cct r.ras relinquishcd.

I Dornoch was fonerly tire seat of the Bislrop of Catihness. The precisc time
of the erection of the sec is not ascertaineclr Anclrerv, Bishop of Caithness, is
r'ritness to a clonation by David I" to tlre monastcry of Dtrnfermline" He rvas
!:1sl:op heie cnlo 1150, cncl 1s probably the first of whom there is any authentic
account" In thc L222 wus consecrated blshop here, Gilbert Llurrayl rvho,
"i.Ie yet a youn8 man, ancl o canon of thc church of Moray, greatly clistinguishecl
-..-j.1 f in behalf of the independence of the Scottish church. Attempts had boen

i.icde to oiing thc clergy of that church, uncler thc jurldiclction of the iirchbishop
of yorh" The proJect rvas nr:t only pctronlzecl by the l(ing of Englancl, but
:ilzoured by tire Popers.legate, rvho helcl a convcntion on the subject at Northamption,
:-:l ilresen:e.of tire I(ings of EnglanC and Scotlancl, anoo 1176, Gil.bert rvas one
of the infcli-or: cl-crgy, rvho ottendecl the Scottish bishops citecl by the legate
cn this occasj-on. rlifi;;'3hc legate hacl aclr.lressecl a speech to the convcntion,
r'r'arr.lly rcoO;nnendlng thc mciisul'c in contemplation, a Long 6ilence ensued, the
bishops oi Scotlcncl being lntiniletecl by the legatets p*.sence and authorj.ty.
.Lt length, +CilbottlI'rrray orosc, anc ess::rted the indepcndence of his church,
in terrns of sttcli lilnf-' Cctcrmrnnticn" cnd vlgorous eloquencc as.at once
r;'rrived the courag: of irls nrsoci.ates, an.l extortccl thc applause of his ad-

\--a^r-! - ' r,rlrarL-ve, r;uw-roupon the legr:te, i:p1r:ehending that ire hacl spoken the pre-
.rri'lino carrimazo...-r,usrlts of iris cuntry, broke up thc asscmbly. The young orator
T.::s, on hj-s :e'lr:::-l i.:-.: ''"'iLc:rJ.-i17 carcssecl, ancl afterrvarcls promoted to the
s'ro of caj-tir:.esF. I-lr b'::.-.'; il:e c;--,.;ciral of Dornoch; died at scrabster, in
Crithness, tihere ijrr bj-shops l.acl al-sc a rcsidencc in J'245, ancl was afterwards
canonj-zed, A st:ltr.'c of bin is still shervn in thc cirurch here, under the uame
of St. Gilbertl bur 1t is nri entire. The lest bishopr, r'r,ndrerv Ylood, was trans-
lated here fron tl.rc j.s1es, anno 168O; and reinainccl tiIl the Revolution in 1688'lriters teI1 us, 'i het Dor;:lsir \'/as aiso the seat of one of the monasteries,of the
-;';:ityr or Red l':jrrs, ot]rcr','.'1sc callcC rllathurines, frorn their houses at paris

'{nnfarl fn <4'luvq uu uL. llrthuri-neo The grcat professed object of the institution of
--irs QiJ.:- pi;p.: 1.,.:sto heve been the rcdcmpton of Ciristian captives; to which
purpoee a third part of thei:' revenue is saicl to have been clestined, ttTcrrtla
vere Parsr" says their constltutlonr ttreservctur--acl 

reclemptionem captivorum,
ltli sunt incarcerati, pro fide Chrisira Paganiso'r Of 13 of these, rvhich are saicl
io have subssisted in Scotland at the Rcformation, onc lvas ct Dornoch, founcled
in 1271 by 'Sir patrick l\{urray. Not the smallest vestige of the building, horvcver,
can nov be traced; the very sltc- of it is unknorvn at this day. The lands
belonging to the ministry of Berrviclc lrene given to this place, after that city
irad fallen into the lrancls of the English. Here stancl the rui.ns of the bishopts
castle, which appears to have been a stately and sumptuous edlficen About theyear 1567, George Earl of Caithncss, rvho citaimecl warclship of Alsxand.er Earl of
Sutherland, then a minor, had got the pdrson of the latter into his possession"
ri' tribe of L{urrays, inhc.biting this part of the country, who ere firmly attached,to the noble family of Sutherlanfl, aud beheld the conduct of Caithness rvith a'-llous eye, contrivcd to gct thcminor conveyed frorn Caithness, and put under the
-'.-t^etj-on of thc Enrl of lluntly" Caj-thness in revenge invaclecl this country,
bJ' his son John, I'rho investeci th: torvn ancl Castle of Dornoch, of which the
ilt:rrays i..rC possessed t]:cnrre:t-'J.cs, . Severalslcirnishes took placc vriilr various
r:"lceess. The lfurrays, no longcr able to malntoin the ground they had occupiecl:'etired to thc cast.t.c, Upon this the rnaster of Caithness burnt the town andcsthedral; but sti-l"i tL-le bcsicgr--C c-:fendecl themselves in the castle for a month



-7-

i-onger. At length, hovrever, tirey were obliged to cnpitulate, having undertcken
'lo depart out of Sr-rtherlancl rrithrn two montbs, cncl deliverecl three hostages into
the hands cf the conquerc-r's. The iliur:ays fulfillcd their cngagement; yet thc
hostcgel rvnre treachc::ousJ-y rnudercd.

-loor', - ?he poor ts ro11 oj this parish gcncratrly contains from 8O to 1OO

iel'snltsi. Tj..ere'il no fund fc-,r thelr support but the Sunday collcctlons t:aiscd
i'.r -Lhe ch'"rreh, cncl snall. :ilincs rtccc-sional.ly nrising from dclinquencieso Thesc
coll-ec'ticr-s scerce.:-:nount t,o 71, Si:erlinG pcr annum; and even from thot, small
r:".1.a:ies pare paid to tire sescion-clerle anC other parochial offdcers. I{ence it
i; inanifest, thrt tirc lrJor can clcv'-'r-vc fronr tirls source but little rel1ef" They
';l:.erefore coilect their srrbsistence L'y wandcrln3 frcm place to p1ace, and fron
- ..t li ^ lr f r-r rrn ni .:]r >i:

Fr:rcir - r,r:^,-,rnh';/afl ere3ted -._nto a roycl burgh by c chartg$rfrOm CharleS I. anno
1-528. The cour:cil. consists of 1S, i-::eludin3 the provost, 4 bai-lies, a dean or'
gttiid, and treasur-c::. B-,r thc constituticn and praetice of the burgit, 4
ccnncellors are annuailr changed. This 1s one of five, rvhich compose what is
-:eild the northorn distrrct of brrrghs. It has no landed property, nor nay
o-il:ol i,r:rrce of rc-./onl:e: besidr:s the custor,rs levied at fix annual falrs held
i:c::e, ar::i rii:ieh arc oit 1;irc decli:.cr as indced 'r;he place itself is in the
l-as-t st,rrlc ol rlccay. T,';cre ic no o-ihcr tovn or village in the parisll, cnd this

^-'-r1;r deso::ves the na.nc., It contains only fcur merchant sirops, such as they
Iiere, and tl'.-'ot',9.:out thc parislr, there are serveral showmalcers, tqr lors,

-:r';els a:rc! s:lithsl see.i:cc on,-- of rvhom llves by thesc professions. i\s they cxcel
-'^+ +-r^-' l:it/r occcsional-l;r cnplc)/ei. -n them, being aiso farmcrs on c small.-J v , D(J +- U L. rU.-/.'c:-'-Le, 1'lo conclusion tirt:refo::e coul-l bc clravn from cn cccurate cnumcra'clon of
-'hcr" i'ire sheriff-'r'.rl.:titu-lc a.rcl ghsriff-clerk of 'bi.rc county, and a messcngcr,
ai-go ::s; c'le in tl:e burgtr! iilr:: c-: ho"s liiiervisc a post-of fice and parcchial schbcl.
.'- L tl:cre il no pLr;'si.cil:ir, furi.;con or apothecary in 'che torvn o:: parish"

l,':-iiri"tc3eo - I'l:e popr.:i1c:: ianrr',11r. is the G:ctj.c; jror.r v.thich aiso olmost all the
' ^: '| \q rr'.' 'flr - n'l ^ccs e::: i;ri'"i-ni icctly Jerivec, In that langunge, baile signif ies c.

tor';:r, I-Icnce - 'Icr-1.r.::-l-.1.e. ficri. -:1.'r-i 11c. 5.in-.bri1lc, Sliia-bai11c, cornpottncled of
1:-ict ';...r-l a::d otlrers, cigr:'j;'ir.5, nor'.nt, :'ocli, f orvl , ',lin31 rnsrvcring to "chc
^j c''Y?^ sitr,rr,tion, o:: other ci:1'cr:i]]stonccs of 'uhcsc pJ-aees rcspectivcly" ' Sorne

.. "-!ces 1n the vic:-ni t',' of 'uL:e ce.';hcc'lra1. il.re denomana'becl from. the cf fices, of
l:l:occ rvi:c f crr.rcz'-'-y !.ct ci r-'irc:;l ; cs : ,-'r'oi'; ' .l " I,,'spig- rinehin'breasurich, rluchi-ntaunter;
j-,c. ':ire bishop:s: , ;::cnsjlr.i:'c\i s oncl chc;-rtc:rs ficlfds" Onc p1-acc, no\Y modernized
:.::'-: CJ'c--'rjrll-i. r.'i.s n-':-.e1i1.,'- r::cl s';iiL -'s, in -bbc Gaclie, cal1ed Sl:icrra. This,
".cc'-r::din3 to a n-n'' r'r gcn+-.....^:. v'jro -a.tcl7 risi'bccl this 1:J-ccc, signified in iire
-- ^rryrr^o.- n.F iri c arrrn L:^.r rrnr''- r .1". r.rr..1" -C1.S._

i''v ' 
! 

't

Cl:.arccter" -.Pet'.. :.'i1"'t- ^-.,1 ,,ijctlces ogai-nst socj-cty.trc prcvalcnt hcrc as
r'.'c1-1- as c] so"']i^:'c : littic ciisingcnuitics, p:lf erings, and wilfu1 cncroachmcnts,
'"^ ..:l.so cornnittecii bul. tir: rnorc Carlng and a1;rocious crimes cre rarely hcard.of
. urris narish. ihc 1:ecp-]-e hcz:e, cannot be callccl industricus; but they are

-unacious and fnrgal of r'.'lrlt ihcy get" If thcy con but live without mucli exertion,
the;z rre content to livc sp.ringly; .and if they relax of their usucl pcrs:.mcny
at fairs and o'ch.er occasionrl neeti-ngs, they knorv horv to mallc arnends by habituc.f-
cconoi:ly cnd abstenl-cusness" Upon the vholcr. thcy are a guiet, tractable soi't,cf
people, and under propei' directron and cncourcgement, might -be employeC in
nnnufcctures, whtir ccivafitage to thenselves nnd to thc country. Too numerous for
nccessilry purposes of agricu-tture, they have, at present, no othcr objgct bofore
'''rem, to cccupy tireir attention, to excite thej"r industry" Thcir stature ratirci'
nbcve thc rnifldle size. Tl:ey are altcgether unacquaintecl r'.rith the sea=faring ii-fe,

:lr In the yec,t ).782, o fevcre decr'lh T/ns expcrienceC herel no lives., lto\t'ever,
r';e:.'s Oost fron that causc; tlrough.nc.ny of thc poorer sort endureC extreme ha::d-
qhin 'r'-ro mrnngers for thc Countess of Sutherland cxdrted t$emsclves laudably for
''r.e suppfy and relicf of tho ireople" A great quantity of victual r','as lmportecl intc

'eontry L---r hcr Ladysirip:s o5c1cr, aird at her cxpcncc. Soem supply rzas also
obtaincd frcn Goveri:ri:eirt. .| benevolent gcntlerncn at Glasgorv, a na'bivc of tlris
country, rc:r'; a ci.rgo to bc so-'-cl. nart of :i-t a't irrimc ccst, ancl pnrt of it to bc
clis'iriI-';l';cd grati.s ei-1crlj'l tl:c p:r,-r.
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nor do they discover any great ardour for the army, yet, when they do enter
that service, they prove exce.!.lent soldiers. The sencible corps raised at
dlfferent periods, in this country, furnished opportunities for ascertaining
this fact. Every place vrhere they hsys been quartered, viIl bear testimony
to their good behaviour" They have approved tiremselves to be regular steady
men, patient of discipline and subordinatlon; sover and exemplary intheir
conduct, as soldiers ancl as men.

Proposed Improvcrnents. - These may be comprehended uncler a ferv heacls, viz.
the abolition of 'che partial. oppressi-ve, and absurd tax on coals; - the
granting of proper leases and other liberal conditions from landholders; -
the lntroduction of manufactures, - &nci the establi.shment of judicious
arrangements for the employment nncl support of the poor. Peats and turf ore
carried from so great a dista"nce, as to occupy the tlme of those rvho have
horses for the purpose, during o. consirlerable portion of th-e summcr and autumn.
This proves a ruinous burthcn to the tenants, rvho a::e obliged, on that account,
to keep many more horscrs than the purposes of agriculture require; and
although the making of roads and the use of carts, might in e good degree
alleviate the ev1l, the remedy rvotrld be but partla-'l-, especialJ.y rvith regard
to those who are sltuated farthcst off frorn the hj.tls. Of these, such as have
fevr horses, or none, buy their firing ct an extravagant ri' te from the others,
and sometimcs cannot procure 1t on cny terms. Any menufcatrrrers settled herc,
rvould stand, 1n this respect, in the like predicamcnt. The poor, who cannot
'rf iclrd to buy, are in a miserable situation. Thoy heve to go a great rvay to
. .L1ect burdens of whins, broom, etc; no:r: does the dry dung thot lies scattered
on the ficlds eracape them. To meliorate tl:e condition at once of thc land and
of the tenants, it i.s evident, that such very snall possessions Ds mr,rny of them
have, should not be perrnltted to exist. In the present state of the cotrntry,
they would not frrrnish a comfortable srrbsistcncc, if they harl thern for nothing.
There are, indeed, Six large farms in the pcrish, from 30 I. to 8O 1. Sterll-ng,
rent" There are also somc otherss of eompctcnt size, under the first mentioncc!
sum: But rnany snall tcnants are crovrded into onc possession, and others scttlcd
on sma1l detached portiohs, altogethcr inadcqua'ic to thelr support. Each of
these has his plough, holvevcr poorly provided 6f cattlc; j.t is but littlc service
they are fit to pcrforrn, and that little they cannot do from the smallness of
their holdlngsr The grahtlng of Long lcascs, to poor peoplc, in thcsc
;i::cumstanccs, appcars not advlsablo, because ti:cy ot'c not in a situation to
avail themselves of tirem. Prcvi-ous to leases, it rvould, perhaps, bc expedlent
to provide othervrise for thc strpernaumerclry tenonts, that the rest mlght be
suitably accommodated: the aqed should not bc disturbed, but thc younger
supernumerar-i.:- ( :lnu:lrel'''-.cr .cir-; f irst introduced) might, some of them, bc
employed in thcse, and oihcrs in the service of the tcncnts. ldany of the
prescnt tenants rvould makc a good exchangc by this; they rvould, as thc
hired servants of othcrs, bc better fed and clothcd than they now arc, and
would at the same time be rclieved from their prcscnt solicitude, and
:",:spnnsibility to thc landlorcl , In fact, thls is vcry much the casLa now among. ; small tenants I the scrva:rt lodges and fares 1n cvcry respec'c as wcll as
or-s employerl the former receivcs his lvages, I'rhile tl:e lattcr is, perhaps, unablc
to pay his rent, or to firrnlsh cattlc for his yoke. Hereby, also, anothcr
difficulty under whlch the country labours, rvould probcbly bc rcmoved, viz, thc
di-fficulty of procuring scrvantsl This is, in a great measu::c, orvlng to the
end]-ess division and sqbclivision of farms intc prifling possessions, naking
alrnost every man a rno{\ter. An intclligcnt, actlve, rvcalthy farmcr, from au
improved country, set down here and there, rvould cxhibit c'.n example, at oncc
'instructivc and animatlng. $uch o man, entering a competent farm, rvith a long
lease and other suitable encouragements, rvould sherv thc peoplc holr to live, anci
horz to acquire the mcans of living: i,,lcanrvhilc, tircy having thcir possessions
enlarged, arrd acquiring the skill, and adopting tirc practice of such a man,
rvould, as their cj.fumstances improvcd, build, i-nclosc, etc., and being first
taught and enabled, would, by and by, afford the proprietor a suitable rent.
I,Tith regord to nanufacturesr,tThe country contains a sufflcicnt number of
i-nhabitants r. and migh.i furnish propcr materials f or 'thcn. The prices of labour
and provi-s,tons are, comparatively speaking, modcratc, though both have advenccci
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considerably of iate years^'.' Largc tracts of giound in thc neigltbou::irood, hlvc
lately becn covercd rvittr sheep. Iicrc is n foundatron for thc r'roollcn manufacture.
Ihe soil hcre too, appcars very favorrrable to the rcising of f1ax. Smal]
r1'rantities arc raised yeai--ly; it g-rorys lrc1l, l:ut frorn unskilfut managcment in
Irdtcring, tire want of a niil. and otircr di-fficultics, thc profits are extremely
precarious, and the vrhoLc proccss is: so tcdious anci l-cborious, os nolv conductcd,
;hat littlc,rencf:-":;:is tlc;-.."'cd:iron i'1 . Tr: gi'rc mrnufac';urcs, of any kind, e
foi-r'chance of sticcesi:rlterc, e company, cclnDosc.i of tilc pioprictors of land, anci
professicnal mcn, sl.:ottl-ci bc:lo::ncci; The lattcr only al-c fii:'to conduct such
bttsj-nc.ss1 ancl uithout 'ihc pr:Lcetion. the influcncc, cnd cc,-operation of the
fo:lacr. they l'ott1d l.avc ina:ry cDvioirs ani ieiious rii.fficui'iles'lo contcnd vith.
ii,-:','.'hcre can tl.re p:cr i:: on.! wc::sc f,rc'tji1t;_ tl.13n Lrcre. Tlto p;'incipal hcrj_tors
"lc not resido 1n'il:e pa.::i-sh. rrnc. thr:;.'cfol'e ccru,trib:Jtc nothing totvercls their support,
l':.rndnri.na f -:q a-'a *'nqi -ir 1*-' -:ts...h nna .-nrrn.!rr li.iJrrLlcI'rrrg rrom o::c paficjl . .lni_ r-_,.. r,.,_ ;o r..nothc-,r., lire trost ncedy arc
often overl.ool'*ed f:'c.r i;nc.'ei:cl o:i'::heir recl. cii"curnstances, rvhilc on thc otlicr

hcnC, impostors anc'. sttrrd;v bo6:aerd. abusc the generosity and crcdulity of thc public.
It is'lo be ivishcci tlta'l ti:c pc?;: \icrc:;:licrsafiy confincd to their own par:si.:es;
ti:at by cssessrncnts; upoi:r hcritcis. teirants, cnd othcrs, in proportion to thcir-:everal- in'ber"ests, itoldi-ngs, ai:cl circumstanccs. a cer'cain provicii-on rvere madc for
ti:eir subsistcnccl $ncl, rlhai cnployrnc'rnt rvere furnisheci 'bhcrn, sultable to tlre
l':1;r-:-I'cG cf st:'cngth and a'ri1i i:y, ';.'iri.cl: i:hcy rnc.y irc found to posscss. This last
luggests an adcriticr-.al a.:.:gumcnt in favour of na..,rufactarcs, as thcrcby the poo;:,
a'i: Lcast nany of then, rvenl-d. o; r.,adc';o ccn-lributc somervh.at to';heir own support,
u]:1. th.o public b'r-:t"'.icns prc;rcr.i'iono".l-i-y nl'-lcvic.tcco TIi)on sone such plan, the
^*:iCj-t:'ion of ttrc prror wcuiC be greati;l:i nprovcd, tlie pub11c relievccl from
--ncesJant teaslng' and freciueirt imposit::-on, and the burdcn fairJ-y divlded cmong all
-:lnl:$ ar.d ciinrcctcrs, in p-l-aec of fa-'l-Ling ci:lc:ily. or sclc1y upon thc lrrrmanc ond
l:clcvo.rc:rt, a::cr. oftcn tl:osr-' Ieas:.; rbic to bcar i-b"
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