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DORNOCH CATHEDRAL 
GLORY OF THE NORTH 

by the Rev. James A. Simpson 
'The house that is to be built for the Lord must be 

exceedingly magnificent.' 1 Chronicles 22 v 5. 

!I . ,,.,, , ,.,. -,.., oJDornoJt (c. 1821) , . .f 
\ 

@positt: the Nave. Front Cover: the Cathedral in Spring. Bad Cover: the Cathedral in Winter. 

INTRODUCTION 
This short guide has been produced to mark 
750 years of worship and service. It has been 
prepared to give visitors information about the 
Cathedral's long and chequered history, and to 
show how this is reflected in its present 
structure. 

Early in the 13th century Bishop Gilbert de 
Moravia selected Domoch as the site of the 
principal church of the Diocese of Caithness. 
In doing so he may well have been influenced 
by the fact that for several hundred years the 

Domoch area had already been under the 
influence of the Church. Some scholars believe 
that from as early as the 6th century, Domoch 
had been a centre of religious iduence and the 
site of a Culdee community. 

In the Register of the Abbey of Dunferrnline 
there is a letter written in 1140 by David I . 
addressed to the Earls of Orkney and ' -. 
Caithness, praying that 'for love of him' they *. 'I 
would protect the monks at Dornoch from .* 
injury and shame. 
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