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EASTER AT THE CATHEDRAL 

What an unforgettable day Easter Sunday 
was. ,Fbr the first tjale jn living nienlory, 
people were standjng throughout the nlo3.njng 
service, every seat jn the Cathedral bejng 
occupj-ed. It was a thrj-llj-ng sight. The 
sound of the sjngjng of the Easter hynms 
was equally jnspirjng . 
Eight  hours l a te r  the Cathedral was agdn 
packed fo r  the Easter Songs of Praise 
service and the switchjng on for  the first 
tjnle of the new cathedral floodljghtjng. 
A l l  who were present found it a most nlovjng 
service. Ruby Munro and AcM-e Murray, 
(96 and 94 years young respectively! ) rose 
to  the occasj-on, Miss Munro pronouncing the 
words "Let there be l ightH jn both Ehglj-sh 
and Gaelic, in  a strong , clear voice . Many 
d.11 long renienlber sjngj-ng "The Lord's nTy 
Shepherdtr jn the darkness and watching the 
floodlights not only j.llunljne the buj-ldjng, 

, but gradually,restore colour to  our lovely 
s tajned glass wjndows . 

i 

Mr ~jppson expressed the warn1 thanks of 
the congregati.on t o  the Scottj-sh Develop- 
nient Agency for  f'undjng the floodlj&tjng, 
and for  agreejng to  do it jn tjnie fo r  our 
750th anniversary celebrat2.ons. He also 
thanked, the Hydro-Electric Board for  agree- 
ing t o  pay the m * n g  costs for  the whole 
of our 750th year, and Mr B l a i r  and M r  Mj-lne 
of the Lj-ghtjng Departnient of the Hfghland 
Region for  all the thought and plannjng they 
had put into thei f loodl j-ght jng scheme . 
If the res t  of our 750th projects and special 
Services are as successful and jnspirjng as 
this first one, j.t d.11 truly be a nienlorable 
year. 
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Copj-es of the 750th progranmle of events 
are available f r o m  the tourist  office. 
Tickets for  the various concerts and the 
pageant d - l l ' b e  on sale as froni the 
begjnnjng of May. 

JOINING THE CHURCH - 
The Service of add-ssj.on of new nlenlbers, 
and of welcondng those who have recently 
transferred their  n1enibershj.p froni other 
churches, d.11 be on Sunday, 16th April. 
If you are jnterested jn joining, please 
conplete one of line f o r n ~  available a t  
the doors of the church, jndj-catjng either 
your desire to  jojn by professicm of fai th,  
or the church of which you were forn~erly 
a nienlber. M r  Sjnpson or Mr Steele w i l l  
be only too happy to  answer any questions 
about what i s  involved. 

NaJ DEACONS 

A t  the Annual General Meeting, Mr Sjalpson 
warnlly thmked M r  Bi l l  Grieve, Mr Wj-llianl 
Shaw and Mrs Moirn Herbertson who, havjng 
served their  three year ternl, we= &ue t o  
ret ire.  A l l  three have rendered ~ ~ u a b l e  
service. The f'ollowjng deacms were 
elected to serve for  the next three years - 
Mrs Agnes Lj-vjngstone, Mrs Catrj. Macaskill, 
Mr Wj-llianl Murray and Mr John Sharpies. 
We are grateful t o  then1 for  agreeing to  
serve, jn thj,s way. 



+. 

THE NORTHERN' LIGHTS 

(The address given by Mr Sjnpson on the occasitm 
of the switchjng on of the new floodljghtjng . ) 

In a few nlon~ents the darkness outside wJ.11 be dj-spelled, the g:Lory of the . I. 
stajned glass windows d-11 be partially restored, the town cen-;m wl.11 be 
transforn~ed and the cathedral round which Dornoch grew up 750 years ago, w3.11 
be seen jn a new light. I can think of no nnre approprj-ate oc:casion for  the 
switching on of our new lightjng systenl than Easter when we celebrate the 
transfornlation of the darkness of that Black l?rj.day when Jesus was crucj-fj-ed, 
jnto the light of Easter day. 

For n~any centuries twllow candles and sjnple rush lanps were tile only ways that 
people knew of dj-spelljng the darkness. Later' the harnessjng of electrfcal 
power nlade bj-gger and brj-ghter lights possj-ble. In~provements jn the nmufac tm 
of floodlights have now b d e  it possible . a t  relatively snlall n d n g  costs to 
hi-ghlj-ght the beauty, of buj-ldjngs which are of hj-storj-c and art:Mtectural 
signif j-cance . 
For those of us who l ive  jn Dornoch all the year 'round, the tenptatj.on is strong 
t6 take our n1agnS.f icent church for  granted, to  pass by d - t h  l i t t l e  or  no thought 
for  the wonderful n1ed.j-aeval legacy which j.s ours. It is  easy to forget just 

.:- how fortunate we are to  have a t  the heart of our conmRn?j-ty a buj-ldjng which both 
inside and outside renljnds us not only of the beauty of holiness but the holjness 
of beauty. Well a t  leas t  for  the next few days the new 1j.ght;jng systenl wil l  . 
force those who pass by a t  night to  take note of the glory, co1.m and design of 
the Cathedral. Whereas colour vanishes i n  the dark, not only from s tdned glass 
dndows, but fron~ everythjng else, l jght  restores and hjghlj.ght;s beauty. 

In future, the brightest buj-ldjng jn {;he town will be the Cathedral. This bejng 
so, it is up to  us as a congregatj-on, to  nlake sure that is true also of what 
goes on wj - th jn  these walls, that the outsj.de brj-ghtness is nlatched by an inner 
bdghtness. Surely there ought to  be a gaj-ety about our conljng together as 
Chrjjstj.ans. The Church ought t o  be a place not of gloom and long faces. but of 
joy and bright faces. It ought to  be a place to  which children and adults 
rejofce t o  come, where the n1usj.c j.s bright and where the preackjng sheds l ight  on 
the n~ystery of l i f e .  Jesus, whose U.fe was dedicated to  the service of God, 
loved f'un and conpadonshj.p and conversatj-on. It ought to  be so also with hj-s 
Church. 

In future our f1ooiilj.t church wj.11 brighten up the town. I hcpe that we, as a 
congr&gatj.on, d . l l .do the same, that we will penetrate the l i f e  of the world with 
grace, enthusj-asm, kjndness, fai th,  hope and love - that we w i l l  l ive  radiant 
lives, doing l i t t l e  things fjnely. llLet your l ight  so shine before nlenll sald 

,. . Jesus, "that they w i l l  see your good works and glorify your Father who j.s jn 
L. heaven. l1 

'The Cathedral has long added architectural character t o  the heart of Dornoch. I 
' .  j': F p e  that in other wafs this Church wil l  contjnue t o  be a source of great 

character, that  her worshi-p services d.11 jnspj-re nlany t o  be better nej.ghbaurs, 
. parents and discj-ples. A s  a town and as a nation, character i s  probably our 

greatest need today. 

One fjnal word. A& the engjneers were nlakjllg ad justnlents to  the floodljghts on 
Monday night, I wandered down the High Street. AR I looked ba2k fronl outside 
the'Carnegie l ibram, even the view of the cemetery was transfo:m~ed. My eyes 
we= jnst jnct j-vely' drawn upwards from the tomb& tones to  the beadtifully 
3.23kmijnated cathe&& spire, pojntjng upwards. The wjntry scene was a powerful. 
pictorj-al reninder of the message of Easter, that there j.s nruch nlore t o  l i f e  
than two datds on a tombstone, that there j.s an eternal dinlension t o  it. The 
f1oodlj.t scene was also a powerful reminder that jn God's world the l a s t  word 
is not with darkness but with U-ght, n ~ t  d . th  death but with re;3urrection. 



C On display a t  

m the A.G.M. on 

7th March '89 

THE 750th TAPESTRIES 

The tapestry cushions for  the pulpit, the elderst chairs and the choir s ta l l s ,  were 
on display jn the Church on Easter Sunday. They nlade a beautiful pj.cture and were 
nluch admired. M r  Sj-npsonl s idea for  such a project was j.rrl.tj.ally advanced by the 
t i re less  efforts  and plannjng of Margaret Randall who ordered the canvas and the 
wools. The beautiful designs for  the d . ld  flowers and birds were drawn by Harrj-e 
Murray. Jane Price nlade up a l l  the cushions. Margaret Alford was the f ina l  convener 
of the project. 
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The ~ollowjng nlen and wonlen sewed the tapestries:- 

Pulpit Cushion 
Wunjng 'Bush 
Bishop s Mitre 
Wild Pansy 
Prjamla 
lkf'f'odj-1 
Sorrel 
Wild Rose 
Water Lily 
Harebell 
Thj-s t l e  
Prjnmse 
Snowdrop 
Iris 
Celandine 
Beasant 
Fuff jn 
Bullf jnch 

Harrj-e Murray 
Nicoll Calderwood 
Isabel Sauder 
Helen Sinpson 
Cynthia Swallow 
Joan McLeod 
Momren Jones 
Margaret Alford 
June Grant 
Harrj-e Murray 
Betty Thonlas 
Rosenlary Innes 
Margaret Young 
W i l l  Johnstone 
Kath Munro 
Nj-coll Calderwood 
A1asdaj.r MacKay 
Harold Montej. th  

Lapwjng 
Partrj-dge 
Shelduck . 
swan 
Chaff jnch 
Robin 
Blue T i t  
Owl 
Oyster Catcher 
Yellow Hanm~er 
Heron 
Her r j a  Gull 
Osprey 
Mallard 
Eagle 
Dipper 
Starljng 

To a l l  these people we gj.ve our grateful thaaks. 
- .  . . 

M;F.A. 

750th STALL 

Wjnnj-e Montej-th 
Jane Price 
Margaret Gray 
Margaret Alford 
Jessj-e Bell 
Pat Ri.chardson 
Betty Thonpson 
Winifred Ajken 
Ruth ~c~onaldj '  
Lynn Calder * 

Evelyn Calder 
Sandee McIntosh 
Annabel Murray 
Susan Wrj-ght 
Beth McCash 
Susan Canpbell 
Betty MacLennan 

The Stal l ,  selljng n~enlentos of our 750th year, opened Easter weekend. I an1 verg 
gratefbl t o  the people who have agreed to  help a t  the Stall:  It would be good t o  
have a few nlore volunteers who would be,wj.lljng Ito be responsible fo r  a day. The 
S ta l l  i s  open from d l  a.m. to  3 p.m. 

Please contact nle j.f you can spare the tjn~e to  help jn this way. 

Helen G. Sjnpson. 
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Special Requests 

- CAN YOU HELP? 

For the M.storica1 pageant i n  June, n l a n y  "nlore elaborate costunies d.11 be 
M-red, but help 5s very nruch required d.th nlakjng sjnrple costunles and altering 
other costunies. In th i s  connection a nleetjng is being held a t  8 Canlore Gardens 
a t  8 p.m. on Monday the 10th April. ..Please conie along j.f you fee l  you could 
help j.n any way d - t h  the costunij-ng. If you are unable t o  attend that nj-ght, but 
are interested jn helping - or  i f  you want m t h e r  infornlatj.on about what ni-ght 
be jnvolved, please phone Dornoch 810149 af ter  6 p.m. Thank you. 

Una Canleron. 

CAN YOU HEW? 

One of the nlajor events of the 750th celebpati-ons d.11 be the concert by the world 
fannus Glasgow 'Phoenix Ch0i.r. I f  you could help by gj-ving bedrooni acconmlodatj-on 
to  one o r  two nienibers of the choj-r for  the Saturday evenjng (the 17th June) th3.s 
would be greatly apprecj.ated. Mrs Anne Mackay jn the Clydesdale Bank would be 
delighted to  hear froni you concerning w h a t  acconmlodation you have available. A bed 
for  the night and breakfast jn the nlornjng j.s all that i s  required. We are 
grateful to  the choj-r fo r  nlakjng the long journey North. Let us give theni a rea l  
Hi-ghland welconle. (Mrs Mackay can also be contacted jn the evenjngs at 810742). 

CAN YOU HELP? 

If you have a pre-1930 wedding dress or chrj-stenjng gown which you would be wj-lljng 
t o  lend for  an exhj.bj.tj.on jn the West Church H a l l  early i n  July, please contrct 
Mrs Morag Macaskill on 81 0033. Also very nruch needed for  the dj-splay are tai lor/  
dressnlaker dun3lj.e~. 

CAN YOU HELP? 

I f  anyone has rj-bbons, lace or  buttons, perhaps found durjng thei r  Sprjng clem'ng, 
could they please give them to  Seona Grant a t  Tj-gh-an-Nt, Bridge Street. 

CAN YOU m P ?  

The Flower Festj-val Conmi-ttee ladies are wonderjng i f  anyone could supply theni with 
doves, the s2nibol of peace, to  use with a flower arrangenlent jn July. Please 
contact Mrs I. Macleod on Dornoch 810044. 

East Sutherland 
Council of Soc:ial Service 

Next month a new telephone dj-rectory is to be published for  the Dornoch Ekchmge. 
If you are NOT jn the current local dj-rectory or  j.f you d-sh YOUR LINE ENTRY CH+?NGED, 
please -- send. wri-tten detaj-1s to  A. Burnett, Pulrossj.e, Dornoch. 

Those who are outwith the Dornoch Exchange and wduld ltke to  appear i n  an appendix 
should also send their  detai ls  to A. Burnett. No Go1spj.e or  Whiteface nuniber la j .11  
be jncluded unless requested j.n wrj-tjng. 

A l l  jnfornmtj-on to  be subnlj-tted by 23rd April. 


