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soL{E B!u${ xr-Q SIAII ELTIES FOR v,@.

I.-_._o!!__lt!8s.9i*_-Q- - _s4l.ru!..

1. If a Gaello opea.kerr preferably illiterater can tr.rnllate a narne, it ie
probably Oaelic; lf notr it &ay b€ i'Io!Ee. Thie is not infallible.

2, If a name g4g in I shader, Btar Eterr bost, ekal, otolr tholp, thwalL r borg,
bie, garry, 1yer, os, Iand, olp or it is probably o Nolse settlenent naee.

(d/ skaL : N. -sefr!! "s}:ielins hut ' hut
.,;.y a:-)'tei'T in seoond.ary etrose as s]:il t
'l.t:';r o'-ru3.':-' "ttrr qi]- I'rav:ine'r (gee

,. If It en3-q in: aig, rvlck r vikr tlal, gil, sker, va}, fellr vat, nishr oletr at
e{t u,o!-iord I berg, hoJ,n, sao, €!?o r it is probably a llolse nane for a natural
feature. fhese ste a16o often used aa nnnes for Bettlenents.

4. Seware of nnistaking a Norse loarlyrord. into Gaelic for a jiorse na,ne eLenent.
Sg;eir, .1eori.ha, rno1, etac, beca, clet, gr1, 15n, bo3tra, t5tr 6iaraclh t Sehuaiilht

"re r,o* full Gae1ic wolils boFowed fron Iolse, but nay aleo be u6ed 6till aE

Norse word.s , e.g. ji.89.1e-.H--0!, ie a gaelic na.roe, but lalfgssgg1g is l'foxse;

.lttyS&of.e is Gaclic, unt -n-o.1g1€ 
is liorse. I?ord-o"der and gtresg give tbe

Jfiil-Jorse nannes have ltre e{ress on the first syllab}e, an<i the adiectlve
cornes bcfore the noun; e.S. !q4:+f.9 is iTorse r and Sgeir L,aryr is Gaelic'

5. Enlargin6'on 2 above s

(a) Eigr1lgl : N. sgftr €ieg trshieling, suruner pasturerr, trlso rzeakeneil to
nesr;-iif;ffi, hordir:g, f,rmgteadtt. Ap?ears as Shiaderr Sheeder on i.ts owni

shader, ahad-J e! in secondary stress at end of Fortl.

(t) -gt" s lT. -q"tjt,_ig ( s;tath.ir) trferrrn, tioltling'r, uoually not ve,ry bigr ancl

neerly-alvi;lrts ;:receded by the ruiure of the f irgt owne! t Otr most inport&nt Own€r.

A!'llears as -qtj't r ;1!g!g3 on its o'tm i gta, stalr .s*l.r in secorrd:!:'v 8t"es9.
Sone ster n.i',eE o-re d.ct, htfirl, and may be ge-!r (see (a) eibove/ or -s-!3gtr " in
Caithness, st-gje usual 'L;' cones ftorn sti-u.rtr.

(".) t,r*. r I. go; gt gg (bolot;,,thr) rrf.l.tnrrl often a nore inportant farn tha.n a
g!i*;!g;- Al.ipeiirs in eecondary etress on11', as bgglr bustp busta.

bothy, ternirorary drelling-plrtrcerr.
giial' S99r. especially in hill-nanea.
j.ii) 1"e1orr).

(c) sJol : 1T. g-g,AL: i.stu!r.q1l t "r cv-i6] in4 hut uecd only by
shiciixij nea,r to the irone fi.rnrt. llolj veri/ !r--1.:.:1, and often
d.el nflr,ree ( see ( ii ) belor;) . i:i'rir or'Iea.r in secondar',, utreas
iTi1, "tI", -tLe I ooceusionallT st is fourrl as g! in weak stress,
Eoff"sl'dliti; sti: i.
(r) 1.1rorp r ; U-"* (-tlpg) rrfam' set tlen,ent, villagerr.
rattrc,- than i.ior,rirSian, ,,nd r&re ln jT.;i. Scotland.

day, a tefiporarlr
confused 'rith
as g!g.l @1,
arvl stqcnrll ie

?rob&bly Danish

?robably Danish rather than(e) jbei! I 1:1. ig!3- (tirve:i-t) 'ifrrm, vill&g€-rr.
i:;cr.;i,g1an, tmd rare 1n I'i.,i. [icot]"Emd.

(ti torg t r\. tor6 rrfortress r fort, I'especir-r,l1y on top of a hill or head1a.nd..
,'.f!.'TEIff, pro,eiiuert moun'It. Usually inciici,tr:s the pxescnce of a drin or broch.
Fould as 3orvg. Ill3glyLr .lielg on its ovn; .may bc slelled bugg, bursh, @.ll3b'
5u:rrJ!, ln coflpol'ri(ls r bub ig usud,lllr pronounced (bi-n r n rk). AppeBrs also in'c"ii.5 

n,',rnee as first elencnt I if ungtreseed. thele, it io probably Gaelic, if
stresr;ed, I{orse . !.i';1 be affected by metathoeis, and bcconc bro5.
(l) ti-e r I:I. !i5 !1[ ufarrn". Usually a Lrrge f:-rm, Iike lf-6-lstg-g. Alpears
as -bj-g, ba, al thr .:nd .of xord'. -
(i)- 6el'f,Z t if . {:4I ( g':rthr) rrenc}osut'e, building", hencc rrf:rlnrt. .Iiasicatly
i'erni-afftt ing involvrng a vall. l:lot to be corfrrs,.:cl r;ith g45[ ( see (ir) belor;) .

r'or:nrl. ag -Q*EI on its o,rn; 13gg1; €3 Lq, €gglf,.r a"y in oecond:rr; stress)
G. lo;n:,ord l:{34}.
(k) eer, g r lI 3e3[- rreric].osed Lif,nd., e sleciaI]7 the erass ilnnetlistel:y around
a housett . ur-.,i.d a1!lo of 'lu!ech'-cl p,;sture at e,:'tle distance frora tho home fa':cgr.
1]rr.'ys Cirrtinduish,.ble frolr : ljr.. c{ bccerusc fi,"ror is prom,ulced. ',iith ?r ?al-atal d ( gi ) ,
&ncl gar(lr vith a vekr.r g (cp. eefrrcldh fron 4er...ti r .!gg! frorn.gg!i-vJ,/. tr'ountl od
j.ts o,7n as (|ee,ty i in comlround.s as dg!4r W", !N., g.r', Jj.r.
(1) /
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a.
-1

tr,/ -os r $t. gus "nouse t buildinga"r often referring to farm buildings not used

for hTarair drrelfin5s. Founcl in conpound.s as-1lgr. 4€r anglicized to !!ggn'
(to) !4! : N. l:,nd. trlend, f,;rnrr, ssid to be a very old name. A;pe:]rs- es .!&,

etc.. :'.nd rns:,' bc riffected by uet*thcsis to 4il' r lglt etc.
vittr .!-3I1r,'trdl, j}ll],]e, .hg.lm, etc. L?pg is rare ln i{.:f.

(") o1, y-o! ! ]T. vgl.rr 'v1..-,) rrfiefdrtr plural vellir. Often uscd for
f:rr.z na'es' {,irt to bc 

"unrri"na 
iiti, idr "11i1]", ttotfiTiropetr, etc' often

affocted by ne-tathesis if close to 4-or g. Iound as bl, p!, Ic, f94' Et'
(o) o r ii 119.f4 ;'hrrbour" r\r*ucs in 9r 9i9r
iai id;:r.scnT-:fthor hjf3 . r'harbr.>ur'r or'ligug
.*dU (a) 1 'ki,r (xv)' ;Pt (xvi) etc.

Enlerging on l, ;rbove :
(:) aiz. ',rick. vi!< I I'1. vik rrinle t, bay, cree):" I sonetin':s tt' {'g, "!'y'
l-"h'-rfii: ',"irl' 'ffi.-r rorrn.-i risucrly appetrrs as -l!g on ite oI'10; , t't'J :LLE rfter a

consonont in corepounds, vajc a.fte: a vo','c1. ltrr lattcr, Y9f1q,t in c'i:;lpounds

alpcars as .?A or 996. 36iititc" they ove3Iap. tn non-Go'Zfi6 ar(':as ' ulk api'tute
&s ::1c.\.
(ii) {il. : il. i}-11-;g 

rrv.rll:y, 6;}c-nrr. Ivia.v bo,spelled 4gI' 991e: bif'.{olt !31'
iur. tli' but ii. iG usuclry pronornceo' (t-e t). If pieceded by s, it nay bc

6;fu;;a- uith .9-!t,1o1. I, sec- (e) above. trftcn hag Glcn 'r'd'leL at bh'e front '
(ili) gil, kif I 1.. gi! I'revine, gul1;r, cleft. often rrith.i bu"n at tlie ,ottoTt'
fre"ci iGo ;Grn flowing d.o';n stcc,p rockgrr. uftan used of a enal1 tributa"J' io a

mi.rj.n river, loun.i :rs ggl on ite own, as gll., .I:il; k':1 I k"If 9* in seconcar"r'

.Dosition. Apt to bt:' c6ffiscd r:ith f1!!3, iE (O-auc'vt" sof to bc confue'd :;ith
G. ci.l.le, 5.!, rrscd mainly it 1+j!!l! position.

(iv) sker, :.gggil ! I'1, sker lrock, shcrryrr. Norsc only if found in unstro'sed
ffn€'l position; found as .Wggr .983iI' .skil'.
(v) ygl-, ftlf : N. fJaII rrnountain' hill' range of hi1ls"t and {911 rhil}'
moun'flfnt'l-Sonet iuis iv-erJ"apping and indistin8uisheible, in meaning onil form'

?";; ; &gqlf, &ifl on :.i-r, orm ; g}, ![' ]b4'bL, &E' 9!' &ll' !SE'
gf,r in sec. Position.

/aro. cro. :rf(-i ahlj-)y6 Confusingr and

-"c1i;il: 
or bu rlerived fron

rlake, 1och, ;atcrir. /rrr.Jc&rs as ]&!q!E, ihlg on ito c'itr;

4!, 9!!94r vatten, iD sec' Posltion'

it,,llears genr-raIly in cornpotrnds n s a or gt and ie
gX. 'rislantl" r see (x) bclo'.i.

( rgo.g). 0ften uscd for farm n':r'ines. Found as- @]!
oi, af'Eic. in geo. position, :rnd like yg.1l3 ' nay be

sce (n) above.

'risli.'J}drt. Cfton prccodecl by Grelic !-1 ::nd trc;ited
o* ur iorr, 3@_ ; in soc. positic'n as [o-]91 @!;lr

mct,r. rcsis, as h@f.r g!' !SL.

@, 1en, fgn' i€!4,
This causes confusion
Scotlond.

(v:.) 4 r Il
Ll^.+d.5 le9r .yjg::t

(vii) urish z

on its ouni
lI. r 4gg rrhcadl-and, irl'or,ontorytt. 

- 
Vcr;/ frequent ' Fcund as I'iess1 Ii4r

as l49, Li.d} ErEr !39r in riontpoun4 s '
(viii)c]et:r.$l5t'[trrocir-rcrtrgx,espccir'r'llya6teepieotatedrocktinland
,]r in't[-6G:a. Fiiffi-ag c:.':',t, u.Ialt on its o'"'n; irs -c-bgq' .c-]9!9' gf@'
.:!]:!ig,, &i,!, -El@ in sec' Position'
(ir) a ; It. / "riv(.r".
dftln-confusoE r'rith a,

(*) gr EU ! li. A, lfur JII I'islafil'r ' vory freclucnt ' Appea'rs in conpounds as

'!, &.
("'i) ho1 : 1l !d! "hi11"
or To11 on its ol;n; oe
offc6lE by niitathcsis
/--.:.r \ a'^-, ^..+ . lI f irrlAi\x-Lr,/ :t'_^JI u r -u-r 

rr *is:j-
t"un.11iciz.:a t, lgll!' !!Cth ; rl.tir

r:'. )'.':'.:i rtfjord'r inlet, decp sea-lochr" Often
br., ruund 1n soc. pos. as ortl @r &!r &I4'

(*.ii) lgg I i{. jgg I'loc}c, raountainrt. iilot velT 119''iucnt '
(xiv) irorm
Ioanrotd.

: i,l. hol-m!
Found on ltg v!::!,

ulrn, -hul-]4, and rith
(r*) gj, z r\. :1168 't,ood, forostrr. Alwoyo appe'rrs as E99' but gg is not

,il,rryiT"ot ckG;-- sco (o) '.ubovc.

(xvi) g ! N. ,Cdf "pit'r, olso "st!eff", burnI,

7,/

ece (d,7 above.
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7, ft is thc last element in llorse nanes hich 6ivcs the n€rture of the place i.e.
the i;ord ordcr is the opposite of thit of Gaelic ruunea. Therefore it ie beet to
stalt by looking ct the laet eleroent.

8. IiCEj-Slggents. are vory often personal tkmcs, ospccially nicli-nanesi before
jfESG;1frETrst elenent j.s al&ost :.r,lrays a personal ni.ruro. lrrcqu-ent niures alei

Grinr Torfi Leifr lljelti
Kdri pdr- nainus (trror) : Herjulfr t ia6nris
Eelsi bd";pft" iijirl liggnv-rldr
Ilr.rl trsirir Sor3arr Suli
lrlxi i2oretcinn Gunnarr iicuror
Steinn forEeirrr ctc. Siefn
solvi Sirikr skeggi
bii.nrtt it,itt Krrki
Also church n:;iiies srich aB I&b fron E!g, !:!ILt '!hcn'lits, holy mc;nrrr ry&
rrnonksrt,.p& - Itptiost,t sr'.
-Jotocn I s nit&es a,f€ r:,?c in placc n.lrlos .

9. Adjectives preced.e the noun, :rnd :irc sircssccl. fionc

flat
sldttr
1a,lu.r

-*-!.::ts:-

10. I'irst

na'"r
bre1(Jt

I'high"
'rbroad rr

rir^d rl

'rlattr (ri "',a, pt,ra)
trsnrooth, Icvelrt (s1eat)
"1on6" (Iang)
''d,rep" (dia.b; clibb, riiub)

sleuents rcferrin€l to the

cormon oncs r.re 3

(ha, rro )
(brc, brca, broighe)

{c'rian, grenr grinn)
i\ro, rar ruj.

kind of tlie natural festure!

sand
me1

-- /-

'reriindrrr pl. gg4gg rrsaurdbalke rl

rrg.illd-'f irnorl
Itecondb:r.nk, spitrt
l|b&y,t
It soa"
rrrock, 1iu:prl
ll',,,; h r,,^L-rr q'nrrnr'l ll
ll irr++ ;hr ?rr^L'rl

kiif .klt:if 'rcliff rl

st':!5!
blekka

hci)

rrS, OSh)

often a personal nil;iLc

SNC1I,'
lying off tho

( f ors. f.lr'r;, ors , horg, curs, h -l's,/(
losJ

rrstonctt - but vciy oftr.rn -Steins, a ;:cr.sonnl narao.
It -.. ^^L.l -.,lr'B].opr:tt - often confused.'.ith 0. -b-r];g I'sl:ecklcd,

!o_8, .lq€g fit,:.t"rfa1lr'
os Itestui4i, rivcr mouth'l
E:*i:SX "t'jdal isla*d, cilerr'n tiori:m'r b.cone s orosay , oronsi:r'J'

ll. First elemento rcfen-j-ng to livintl th:ings!

hross
hegt
?7-
KU

lrhol'serr
llLlorgell
llhorgetl
lt co;jrl
ll 

^.i 
rrll

tt1.;ilbrr
|| er,.c rl

||a Ierl
rdcdrl
llsiilnonrl

!€ls
]amb
saqq.

m
lax
Fra
--' ..
411.1 5Er

birk
i;;.*
-._.:_aspf
SV.:llw.

fra,le I ma:'i )
rose, roshr toLg/
l:r:ster, hcs)

,{3Lt. gal
aal , c'4La )
1:m, Ia:ni:.)
so, ao17,l
jar, ear, air)
lrun, hund, funa) -
lachas, lax)
shllt, shield, sj,1t t

EAf:,, t ,t"f , lcr,rlj-n.q c,re often used. of rcck-s and islandg
Like G. c:-rill-eachr bodachr etc.
Itbirch:l
ItO(\ lz ll
ttg,'1psell
rrhazelrl
ilir,l, d crrl
rri?,.rsg, grass,r latchrr .

L2/
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12- fhis is not intended. to be an oxhaustive listr but to glve a few of the moTe

coninion elenents in Norse pLacenames.

13, i\rrther roading and. rcference booka:

Oft-edal. M. lhe Village Niame s of l,euis in the Outer i{ebrides

(articte in Norsk Tidekrift for Spro,gvitenskap, XVII, 1954, p. 161-409)

Marrick. ti. Orkne;r Fa::m Nmes, Kj.rl:nall , L9r2.

Il.arstranderC. lct norgke lsndnin pi lLbn .. (in Nor. -'Iid, YI rL!')2; with
l;nglish suru:larY).

'rr'atson. \f.J. A Eistory of the Celtic Place-nalres of Scotland, Edinburghr l!26.

reS!r-g.,j. fhe ?Lace-nanos of Ross and Croes,rtyr fnverneos r 1!0{.

tterl0s5onr--9,. lfo"se Influcnce on Celtio Scotland. Clasgoi'rr 1!10'

lfacSain. The Norse Elenent in the Topograp\y of the llighlands and. Islos.
(In lsansactions of the Gae1ic Soc. of Inverness I XIX, !89r-4),

pp.2t7_24il.

NicoLaigcn' I{. ila?ious a.rticleg in Scottich Studies, Scotsr l{aga'zlne, etc'

14. If in doubt or having any problems corurocted rith Norse n:iilcs r do not hesltate
to ''7"j.t e to me! ivXSS BRIDGET GOiimN'

rlrr;irs{ LAlliT,'iA,;E DliPl"tn.tlr0 (oLD $oRsE),
T]IJ UllIVnRSrrY, GLASGoTI, i7.2.

( tlcnl oll oRTl{oGrAPFr t

\ ie the Norse lotter for voiccd $r as in standard Engllsh rrthenrri

+ is the North ]ettcr for unvolcecl ibr as in stand artl English "thin"i

? :." a nodified o, rather likc Gern':n 'i , and

d is sj-lail;ri
t

tg oe :rro long di-phthongs r pxonounccd like the i in f&' The

accent is a Length mark ). /I


