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OOPY LETTER. 

Dear Sirs, 
OORNOCli AffiFIELD. 

Your Ref:- TMtVBMF. 
Our Ref:7 B/AS/M/IM. 

Town Clerk's Chambers, 
14-, High Street, 
OORNOCH1 

18th. September, 1952. 

Your Managing Director's jletter dated 14th. August, last, addressed to 
The Manager, Dornoch Hotel, has been handed to me by the Provost. 

I cannot g ive you the lengths of the runways, 
during the last wu 4--engined Aircraft operated here. 
a North-South runway and, since t l:e prevailing wind is 
there would be an East-West runway. 

but I do know that, 
Definitely there is 

Westerly, I believe 

These grass runways are on ver.:1 dry, sandy soil whereon the ordinary 
twin-engined passenger aircraft could operate with ease. I suspect, owing 
to t he absence of a Firetender, .Ambulance and Crash Crew, that the Airstrip 
is unlicensed by the Ministry of ~ivil Aviation. 

Morton Air Services Limited, 
Airport of i.Dndon, 
CROYDEN, 
Surrey. 

Yours truly, 

Town Clerk. 



CX)PY LETTER. b!orton Air Services Limited, 
Airport of London, 

e 

CROYDEN, 
Surrey. 

14th. August, 1952. 

Dear Sir, 

He understand you have prepared an aircraft landing strip, which can 
be used by aircra.f't bringing clients to your Hotel. 

,,e would be ,nos t gra te:ful if' fOU would let us have: particulars of 
this landing ground, including length of rumvay, whether hard or grass, and 
its direction. Nould you, at the ame time, also let us know if the landing 
strip is licensed bf the .unistry of .:;ivil Aviation. 

1'he Manager, 
Dornoch Hotel, 
DORNOCH, 
S uthe:r land, 
Scotland. 

Yours :faithfully, 
MORTON AlR SERVICES LTD. 

(Sgd) T. 1 . ~0N. 

Gaptain T. i1. Morton, 
Managing Director. 
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ROY AL BURGH 0 F DORNOCH 

REPORT by the Town Clerk anent 

obligations devolving upon the 

Town Council if the Landing Ground 

is to be used for public purposes. 

t pr sent the dite is unlicenced and used by the 

Highland Air yo Ltd., and passengers are occasionally 

conveyed to and from Dornoch by them. 

hilo the boundaries of the site are not marked off 

a, ind indicator i~ erected. The ir inistry stipulate 

that the v.ind indic tor be erected on one of the boundaries , 

but as the boundariQs aro not marked off, serious damage 

might be cnused to a stranger landing in the rough ground 

to the ,est of the site. If such accident did occur the 

Local 1 ut ori ty uould of course be liable for dnmages. 

The licencin of the site cnn only be considered 

as a temporary expedient until a complete survey is carried 

out by an approved aviation consultant. Flight Lieut . 

Calduell of the s •• T. Co., carried out a survey in 1933, 

but he is not nn approved aviation consultant as his name 

does not appear on the List of Consult nts issued by the Air 

inistry. A temporary licence w s h~.ever granted to the 

s •• T. Co., on tho re ort then given . 

In order to s fe uard the Local uthority a ainst ony 

possible claims in con ction \ i th the maintenance nd 

anago ent oft ~ite, I ould reco end ns follois:-

That the highl nd ir ys Ltd., be asked to SB~t1B 
a/ 



2 . 

a temporary licence themselves. 

(2) That the site be distinctly -~ by having marks 

on the ground at intervals so that the location of t he 

site could be onsily seen frcm the air . 

(3) That the wind indicator be ercted on one of the bound ries. 

If the Local Authority are not disposed to fall in 

with the foregoing recommendations, their only nlternative 

1s to obtain a licence in their own name. "s this nould 

necessitate considerable expense I am not prepared to 

reco:nmend this course in the meantime. 

Prior to the grantin0 of a licence to any Locsl 

Author! ty the follo·11ng Air inistry requirements ,1ould have 

to be observed, viz:-

(1) A report on the suitability of the site by an 

approved Air inirty Consultant uould h veto 

be obtained . 

(2) ibe provision of the minimum medical requirements 

f or per anent civil aerodromes as specified in 

Schedule No.2. - 266211/33 issued by tho l ir 

Uinietry. 

(3) '.rhe provision of the minimum "Crash" equipment 

for civil Land aerodromes (permanent & temporary) 

as specified in Schedule No . 4.-270084/33/C.~.4. 

t 
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OOUN'.l'Y S VI.,E 

. . . , 
'The e~tablishment of an air service tom et then eds 

.. 

. , 

of the people ot Sutherlan i's a matter ot ur ent importanc • 

' . Exoellent ao111 ties are available on the Dorn~ch Links .a the 

To Council have for some tine been vin the project seriou 

oons1dernt1on. 

At a public mect1n held 1n the Oounc11 Chamber, Dorn o\l,on 
\ . . 

J.:t September 1947, full sup rt was ledged to, rds the 

establishment of an air aerv1oe to Dornoch. 

Durin the war years the Air '1n1stry constructed the 

airstrips ond nearly w_ry type ot ' plane landed and took off 

1thout mishap 1nclud1n Lanoasters. The round 1 ree from 

eYer obstruction and fo o~ mist is rarely experienoetl. 
f .. The claims o rnoch hav been put befor the Scottish .. 

.. ' 

... 
• 

AdviaoryCouno11 on AviAtion and the poss1b111t1es were 

symnathetlcally const~ercd by that bo~y. The ostmaster General 

h s also indiooted that he ~uld be pr ered to consider the 
. . 

delivery of nails flhenever a regular rervice :as inagurated. 

'l'he needs of the- medical services of th unty d and 

suoh a service and this point .as particularly em hasised at the 

public eet1n r ferred to above. Recently a , tient had to 

be taken south f _om Dornoch by air for spec1el1st ettention 1th 

the r snlt that a 'plane had to be specially chartered ro~ 

Renfrew for this pUl'pose. 

Last, but not least, the 'ounc11 have been constantly 

str1v1n to develope the tourist tref~ic to Dornooh and they feel 

that w1 th the kindly oo-o eration of the local Hotels, o.na ·· 
particularly the Dornooh Hotel, every effort should be made ln 

this direction. It has already been decided to approach the 

Soo"ttish Tourist Board 1n this connection. e a 1s r tes 
.. 

. ould accord1n ly appreciate· very much an; help or advlo y ur 

rdshtp may be able to 1ve 1n regard to th stabl1 hnent of 

an air service and the d velopment of th tourist tr ffic. 
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THE HOTELS EXECUTIVE 

BRITISH TRANSPORT 

LORD INMAN, P ,C ., J .P . 

Chairman 

T1l•P•""• 
EUSton 6572 

l . Skinner .t:I:sq . , 
Town Clerk , 

Dornoch 
Buther land 

Dear I..r . Skinner, 

CHAIRMAN'S ROOM, 

EUSTON STATION, 

LONDON, N .W. 1. 

22nd Septe ber 194~ 

This is just a formal note to 
say that I received your letter of 
Septemoer 13th oefore leaving Dornoch 
and I propose to take up the macter of 
the establishment of an air service with 
the appropriate authorities at an early 
date. 

It was a great pleasure to meet 
the Frovost , Bailie , unro and Councill or 
Lacleod , and yourself . 

Yours sincerely, 

~-



Lord Inman, 
Dornoch hotel, 
Dornoch. ---
1 y Lord, 

On behalf of the 1-rovost, Bailie .r. .. unro, and Councillor l1acLeod 
I thank your Lordshi n for so 1<: indly meeting them in the Dornoch Iiotel ou 
8th instant, for the'purpose of discussing the nossibility of establishing 
an air service to Dorno6h and the consegue 1t develonment of the tourist 

traffic •· Your Lordship's kind gesture has been highly appreci ated. 

As your Lordship is aware the 'l'own -.Jouncil have, f or some 
considerable time, being diligently nursuing the idea of securinr 
service to Dornoch, and I would take this onportunity of again 
recapitulating the undernoted aspects of tne subject Viz :-

an air 

I 1. 'lhe establishment of an air service to .uor ... ioch would 
doubtedly prove of rreat benefit to visitors anc the inhabitants of the . 

County of Sutherland alike. .\t present tre long and t edious journey by roar 
and rail to this rather remote nart of the Hirhlands will not in any rrs,, 
me~~tll"'C help to incr ~ase the number of visitors. ~ 

2. 'ornoch is in the f nrtuna te nosi tion of havinr an excellent 
Landing G-round situated on the lo·:er links. It is absolutely free from 
obstruction and fo r or mist is rarely eYperienced. In short the landing 
facilities/ ar e nll that could be desired. 

3. A service coverin cr the Jeriod from sav pril to October ,,;ould 
be appreciete,~ by the ...;ouncil and this ' .. ould satisfy the needs of all 
concerne1 in the meantime. 

4. Prior ·to the war the late Lord Hothermere brought newspauers 
and mail by uir to Dornoch and the Inverness/Orkney 1plane~ fre uently 
touched do\,n for and ,ii th passengers, but unfortunately these services no 

. nger exist. 1 

5. 'l1he 'l'own _;ouncil have be en assured that the delivery of mail 
would be caref~lly considered by the Postmaster General \;henever~regular 
air service \,as established. ' 

I am instructed to state that hi th the kindly co-operation 
and su1)ort of the local hotel oronrietors and the comMunity in· g~ieral, 
tte effo .. : ts no .. beinr made to secure an air service may ~rove fruitful -

1'he courtesy and ~ tent ion given by your LordshiT' to the views 
expressed by the members of t he Gouncil made them feel that your Lordshi ~ 
is deeply int erest ea in the subject. They would accordincly be most 
grateful f-Qr any heh, VGUr Lordshin may be abl:a to ..ai,¥z:_i~ r ta 
ad:vartee--t-h-e- · -populari,ty of~ •"-"',_ .,....._ . ~ · 

/ ~ --- J ~~ • • .... ,... t>• t- ~ 
P ,._,,,, .......... • e..1~ ~~ ~ ~ ., (> _s>, < cod C • 7 ~ . ..._.~ ~ t."'(-..A- ..,-p._eA ~ .,__.A 

a...-- ~ 1:J>-~.A,;_ ~ .. --c.'"'. I have the honour to be 
' 

.,_ , 

Your I.ordshi~s, 

host obedient servant. 

'1.1mm Cl erk • 
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SCO'.L".rISH ADVIJOilY com,oni FOR CI VIL AVI. TION. 

Telegrams BEALINE, Air Ambulance, Renfrew 

T elephone Renfrew 2231 (6 lines) 

S COTTISH DIVISION 

AIRPORT FOR GLASGOW 

RF.NFR£W 

16th February, 194.8. 

IRL/198. 

Tovm Clerk, 
DORNOCH • 

Dear Sir, 

New Routes and Services. 

I refer to my letter of 6th October last. 

I i:m to stnte that in the present general economic circur,x; ta.TJ.ces 
an<l afte considering inform.:, ..;ion befo_•t; it t a meeting on 14-th J 
inst. , the ~cottish Jvisory Council for Civil Avi,.tion has now 
decideJ., wi~h regret, to defer con3idera1;ion of an air service 
in your area until the financial situation has improved. 

It is fe~t thnt any ~~timate made now of JOtential traffic 
will probably have to be completely revi..;ed when the time comes 
for reviewing the matter ana that accor ingly further action in 
supplying detailed information re .!.uired in the B. E. A. "questionnaire" 
should also, in the meantime be deferred. 

HB. 

Yo rs fci. thfully, 

I. iddell, 
secy. scottishAdvisory Council for 

Civil Aviation. 



COUNTY OF SUTHERLAND AIR SERVICE. 
-------------------------

A public meeting was held in the Council Chamber, Dornoch, 

on Thursday evening, ith instant. Provost Macdonald presided. 

After extending a cordial welcome to all those present the 

Provost stated that the object of calling the meeting was to 

ascertain the views and solicit the support of the general ,, 

P,ttblic in the efforts now being made to secure an air service 

for the County of Sutherland. 

Various members of the County Council and Town Council expressed 

'their wholehearted support of the project and urged that every 
I 

effort be now made to secure, at least, a link up with the 

existing Inverness/Orkney service. 

- The urgent need, and the 2reat advantages which would be 

derived from such a mode of transport for Health Service purposes, 

was particularly emphasised by Mr. B.s. Simpson, Surgeon, Lawson 

Memorial Hospital, Golspie. 

After all aspects of the required service were fully discussed, 

the Provost moved and J r. George Grant, Craigneath, Golspie, 

seconded, and it was thereafter unanimously agreed, that the 

following resolution be sent to the Scottish Advisory Committee, 

v1z:-
"Th1s meeting representative of various districts 1n 

"Sutherland rejoices to learn that there are prospects of 

"the aircraft landing ground at Dornoch being used 1n the 
"" "Northern Air Service, and pledge their utmost support 
~ 

"to such a service being established in the County. The 

' 1meeting also undertake to use the service for travel on 

"every possible occasion, and is confident that the demands 

"on an air service in the area will more than justify its 

"existence". 

Dornooh, 5th September 191+.7. 
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COU1TTY OF SUTHERLAND AIR SERVICE 
--------------------

A public meeting was held in the Council Chamber. Dornoch, 

on 1hursday evening, 4th instant. Provost kacdonald presided. 

After extending a cordial welcome to all those uresent the 

Provost stated that the obiect of calling the meeting was to 

ascertain t he views and solicit the support of the general 

public in the efforts now being made to secure an air service 

for the County of Sutherland. 

Various members of the County Council1Town Council expressed 

their wholehearted su~~ort of the pro ject and urged that every 

effort be now made to secure, at least, a link up with the 

existing Inverness/Orkney service • 

The urgent neec,and the great advantages which would be 

derived from such a mode of transport for Health Service purpose1 
was narticularly em~hasised by Mr B. S. Simpson~ Surgeon~ Lawson 

memorial Hospital, Golspie. 

Aft er all aspects of the required service were fully 

discussed, the Provost Moved and Mr George Grant. Craigneath. 

Golsnie, seconded. and it was thereafter unanimously agreed,that · 

t he following ,.me-t-~n. be sent to the Scottish Advisory Committee, 

viz:-

"This meeting representat ive of various districts in 

"Sutherland rejriices to learn t hat there are nrosnects of 

"tbe aircraft landing f'.round at Dornoch being used in the 

"Northern Ai r Service. and -pledge thei.r utmost smrnort 

"to such a service being established in t he County. The 

"meeting also undertake to use the service for travel on 
11 every nossible occasion, and is confident that the aemand s 

"on an air service in the area will more than iustify its 

"existence". 

--- --



Skinner. ----!.--------
16th September 

f 

-
Jir , atrick nollan, 
7n, obertson , treet, 
Glcsgo i. 

Dear Sir iatriok, 

I a.TL taking the libel'ty c, r sending you here. 1 th a short 

re ort of a public meoting held .~t -ornoch on J,.th instant 1n 

corn1ect1on iit 0v.x· cff.:,rts to .,,,btr.11 11 z .. 1 id:r (, f:.r,t,.c ro1· 

Sutherlancl. You will observe that tbe resoluti"n at the end of 

the report conveys the enthusiaSl'!J of the general ">ublic in the 

t1atter, and I feel conf1 dent that an air service 'to Dornoch ~ould 

certainly be e great asset to the County. 

I thank you personally for the feey interest you ere taking 

1n the development of air travel ond I tn1st thnt our needs 1111 

receive Your kind consideration. 

Yours sinoe1·ely, 

Provost. 

Encls/-



BRITISH E UROPEAN AIRWAYS (ScottishDivirion) . 

Telegrams : B~~INE Inverness . 

Telephone: Inverness 720/1 . 

Ref . s/~. 1233 

- • Qkinner , ~sq., 
Town Clerk , 
DORNOCH. 

• Dear Jr . Skinner, 

STROT'rlERS LA: .... , 

ACAD • Y S 'FrlE .r, 

INV:sRHESS . 

25th July, 1947 . 

Thank you for your letter of 22nd July . I will be 
p.J..eased to visit Dornoch and ,'jeot the magistrates ree-arding the 
development of Dornoch landing c round . I ha.ve no private 
airc aft availa,le at the moment , and so I shall be dependent 
on the service alrc ·aft . I c ould leave here at 11 . 43 a . m. 
arrivinr; at Dornoch approximately 12 . 05 p . m., and I would have 
to leave acain at G. 45 p . m. Tf you will state a date luring 
the early part of next w::;ek , I will do my best to keep the 
appointment . I must , hor,ever , warn you that I mirht be called 
to Renfre\', suddenly, in which case I would ' i:ihone you at your 
office advisine you of my inability to keep the appointnent , 
and aski ng for a new date . I trust , hov,ever , this will not 
occur . 

Yours i,incere y , 

I\, -
.................... 

~ . E . Presson 
IJianag-er , North of Qcotla.nd Area . 

HJ,il • 
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BRITISH EUROPEAN AIRWAYS 

'Tole r s BEA....,D E Inverness . 

' Telephone InvePness 720/1 . 

. cl . f /H:EF . 759 (I/1) . 

\'I . c kinner, "7c,., • , 
The .I' ,m Clerk , 
D0Ri'10CH . 

Dear rr . Ski nner, 

Lan , 

Aca ·c y Stroe~, 

7thI'a:i , 1947 . 

As romised I have done my best to get you an air 

service for this summer by puttinr, in ~ull recora.endations 

to Headquarters . They have , hm,evor , turned do\,n the request . 

Yours / s inc e1•ely , 

I 
................... 

B. • 'ress-on . 

H.: • 



• u TT y 
--------------

:,eo:-11e nf .J·1tl e1·)r.na iR B tt1Rtter nf 1n•gpnt im 1ortarwe~ ExcA]lPnt 

ftwili°!;iP.s rirP BvaiJ.qh}P- on tre J,1rnnch inks 2m, th=i T \Il Jnnncil 

hflve for snrP" timP. hf',en givinp- th"' r,AttP.J' sArio11s cnnsir.erBtion. 

I n nrr1P.r to -"'5nP1·tr-iin thP viPws, Bnrl solici t thP s 1) 'O.rt of thP. 

uhl ir: i.n thA Arfol'ts now hf m rnf-lP a 'Jllhl ic r, etin · wi 1 ')e . >I- I • 

-
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TELEGRAMS: 

SCOTAIRWAY, INVERNESS 

TELEPHONE, 

INVERNESS 720 

SCOTTISH AIRWAYS LIMITED 
DIRECTORS t 

SIR STEVEN BILSLAND. BT., M,C .• b,1.., (CHAIRMAN) 

T, L , ADAM £. E . FRESSON, O.B,E. H . T, LEITH 
G , NICHOLSON J, W , RATLEDGE C. H. SUTHERLAND 
MAJOR MALCOLM S. SPEIR, M,C, W. YEAMAN 

WING COMMANDllR A . H . MEASURES, 
c.o.E .• M.1. MBCH.K. <MANAGING) 

STRUTHERS LANE 

381!1 /IDThT/ J /12 . ACADEMY STREET 

INVERNESS 

11th October , l'J46 . 

, · W. Ski nner , .3s q • 1 -i. Town Cler .r, 
.' _OORNf'IJH. 

, ·near I4r . Skinner·• 

... 

Than~ you for your ietter of the 9th of October on 
thP. suoject of Dorn0cb landing grnnnd . I have n 1,t forgotten 
D0rnoch' '3 re-1uire!'."'lents , out I am hannicapped at the moment 
with la~,c of everyt.hine which goes to maKP. an uir service . 
Nation:-lisation has not nade matters uasier for us ~ but , if 

. anythi"1Q' , has brou13ht its attending difficulties • 

I t is quite i mpossiole t o lay on h.. service this 
~wi nter , out I hope t o oe able t 0 recommend the i m 111s ion of 

. Dornoch \1hen our Summer Time Table appears next year . I n \ 
: t he r.i~antime , would yru give me somP ini i c.ition as to what 
: sort of' Time •~able would suit D0rnnoh , ant whethP.r i n your l 
·· opinion th'3r~ would ue 11ny dP.rr.Hnd f0r a service whic~. w :)Uld 

enable the Dornoch people t ') get i nto I nverness for the day . 
_and return the same evening . 

A t, · ......_, ._._ You\ ~"~t¥,nlly , 

I \~/(\( 

/ ---



22nd Novr. 46 • 
• Skinner 

,__ ____________ _ 

-

Captain E. E. Fressen, o.B •• , 
Scottish 1r ays Limited, 
Struthers Lane, 
cademy Street , 

Inverne~1s. 

Dear vaptain Fre sen, 
I have now had. en opportunity of nlaoin your 

letter of 11th ulto., before a 1·ecent eeting ot the o n 
Council. 

The ~eneral opinion is that our service sh uld 
form an intergral uar~ of the Inverness, 1c und 6rkney service 
and that one olene should touch down at Dornooh 1th mails and 
ne s apers on the way north. 

It is felt that there i111 certainly be a demand or 
a passenger service and consequently the arrange ent of a tie 
tatle bad better be left ·n your ovm capable hands. Ith s been 
su Rested ho ever, that one of the plane r turnin ro lck 
mig11t lan at Dornoch for the purpoae of conveying passengers 
to -~nverness. 

The ost aster General has alre dy in 1coted that 
on the establishment of nn air se1·v1ce to ornoch he would then 
conslde1· the question of an air mail service. 

Yours sinccl'ely, 

o m- 1 rk. 

\ 


