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The Dornoch Jail Book, spanning the period fr::m 1813 to 1840,
sheds light on the lives of some of Sutherland’s more colourful
characters, says North Highland Archivist PHIL ASTLEY.

Amaonpst the records af ihe Roynl Burgh of Domoch
held at the Highband Counell archive im [nvermess, les
a fuscinsting yolome detailing many of the crimes and
misdemeapours thnl oooorrd o cacly 19D century
Sutherlund, providing us wiili o vivid indkght into the
lves af the county’s more “cobmurful™ chiarecten,
Knoan ns the Darpoch Jail Baok, it & sliphtly laper
thnin Ad sipe, oondaiming | rowghly 200 hapdwTitton
pages spannig the perod 1813 o 1R40, Each eniry,
|—|;':-h:|.l.-||:,- miade by eather the ]r!L'Icr anr the town cleti,
mentions the nome af e mdividieal, ihe crime they
liave been accuscd of, the length of incarceration nrd
any ssbeequent fine or punishment follawing thols
trial
The mapority of the inmsle wene imprasoesd for
what we woeld comader fo be faily miliste offencoe
wach as pon-payment of debts, assault, sheep slanling
ani illegal destillation of whisky. There are, Bowevor,
more serous coses detadod, induding forgery (for
vebsch the socused was senfenced to spyen yoars (rams-
poriatian), snfaniickde aind even o e of murder,
These hoee beécn at fznaf faur jais in Deafnoch
Do the eaily 180 eentuny the Chapicr Hosss wos
el 25 @ ploce of Nenfeesabion prans o e consimic:
tham i the old inlboall. By 1813 thas bl]lll-ilfls Lind £211-
en it o state of dmgennin. Indeed (e conditions with-
i it arc slluded 10 ng the Pegmnmgg of tee Jail Book in
zn catrscl from the minutes of “a general meeting of
the Herors, Freelinlders, Commuissinness of Supply
ard Jusrices of the Pence aof the Shire of Suthegland
ad Mngingates apd Councllors of the Bugph of
Dhrmencdi:

ath Neaeniber J813 A Beport having b pusde of
e rablotis St of the Prisomn roaiews ard Cosrt Moo of
Dormoch, The Mecnag ... Reolved te aceept of e ofer
el for the Cotindy ard Hurghe of the recersany accovm-
smodutiony for Court foot, Record rocm and Przor
rocury i e apcsent Coazle of Domoch, by the 3400
Nodle The Marguer of Staffoed, whick Wiy Lordsivip s
Sutede fEten ...

Thies, of coune, is the bulldmg which s mow the
Mhomoch Castle Hotel. The Jail Bopk shows that the
fims? “pikcsts” arpived in October 1814,

[ronically, the Mangeis of S1alford's own fador, the
ifomouns Fairsck Sellan, 8o be counted among tass
wiyn graged the jail gy pts fimst year. The entry foz 311
May |B15 rends:

Afr Finrick Seflar al Cabraily Fagdor Io) the
Marchioness and Margis of Staffond, Incarceraied By
marrant af Robert Mackid, Sherff Substimse of
Srferiand, on @ cfarge of kaving = sef fing fo the
dodend aof @ Tirker i Daelifodas of Roseal in Stafinover
amid demoliching the mull of Ridmocdale Both parr ?,f:“*
Seilers owm sfeep famm f turimrsiesd ter jaed Pmixf the Jrei s
of 5 arl & (1 fee MOTTing

From u Eater entry dajed 6th Tune of the =ame yoar
we e L1t

Alr Pemick Seliar was Laberntedd from Jasd in Firnee of
ar Aet e Warraer af Liberatian, daled the Sl day of
June grared by gl Reght Homouradde e Lord Jumice
Clerk, caurian bt Eedzen for Mr Sellar io stand iriad
wiitlile v pronshs prder o perally of one fusdned
poacnily

o fact, it wad mof wnldl oearly a year lator, on
'_[IJE:H'J.:_; 23rd Apnl 181G, that be fumously steod | il

sreinzre & of the Surpeon's refesve repost to Jamser Lock
Erg MP for e safanmarion af ifse Lond oot

Oiven thewe appalling conditions, (here was Litle
hape that the cnstle could be converie:d fo mect the
requirements of the 1530 Act of Parlisment T
Impiceve Tridons and Prison Drscipline fin Scotlanil™.
Consequenily, the Suthetlandshizg County Prizon
Eoan] fagether with the Commissseners of Supply =61
absoad the comsiruction of the new j2ill and coorl moom
letmeen 1540 and 1850, The plans of the ey jasd
{described in the Thisd Report of the Genarld Pradon
Bonard as =11 cells for criminnls, 2 calls for ol prison-
ek, 1 sick room, &n exenciaing gallery nnd aiming yard,
nccommidation for keoper and otber camvenicnces")
were approved by the Geperpl Prson Hoord in
184142 and it was legalisaid in 1845,

Althooph the casile may Lawe lnal ibs funciion as o
jail, i is indesd Foruiate that the Domnoch Juil Hoolk,
with whiich it is nuocaled, mevived. The onginal vel-
uime = wvilable 1o the pubbic at 1he Hightand Couancsl
archive in [iwemess, but resdors may also he isloiest-
el 160 ko thing the Jall Book, tegether with the Burgh
mrmide books, are publicly acemthle Gn CD-ROM al
e Domech Library, the Highlasd Conenpil's, and
indleed Seotland's, (st “digital arckee™, ;

[The writer i3 grofeful 10 Stuart G Mackenzie for
infommation prvaded] daging the prepazation of this
prtich, )

Imterested in Gnding uut more about the Highland
Crooncll and the Morih Highlasd archives?

archivesimhighland.govuk

b wwwlilghland govukiedoc publicseryices'anc
hivedefuils highlandarchiveitm

(I 463- 2R

Ml Astley i higlhland gy uk

wwwnorhhighlandnrchive.nrg

195506432

W




