
M r  James, .K. , .  

, - ,3!.> J I 

TEE community of 
Dontoch was greatly 
~ddcaed by the recent 
p d n g  OfJimmy Ball, who 
during bb years in tbe 
Royal Burgh provided 
quality o d d o n  as a 
ttlrcher, Waa held in high 
ts t temaabdwarkbg 
and ar,mmitkd cmndlor; 
and wmi qxmd as the 
mogtlearaedpermwthc 
history of the t m .  

Jamta Kirkland Ban was 
b r n  in MoUat, 
Dumftiashire, in 
september 1912, tBo. d y  
mof OPVidandMarp 
M S b a r t l g ~ b i s  
~ ~ n i t b J i m m y  
and hir two &tern to 
MotboTwd. Om of Idr 
rulrsba~wastoddlvw 
"pkcsr*toWdadmaer 
-q.ttbCt&srt* 
Daldplato Itwar 
bwt tbat him twe for 
~ d b i r ~ t o  
-=bsOeaw 
-witbsrmmyasa 
m t b r o u e b o o t ~ ~  
mdbusaditaaammm 
to anthllst youn@em into 
sport and activity. 
At the age of 12, the 

f a d y  mwod again - this ~~~. 

the Second Worfd War 
broke our. By_this time the 
t@$ had '. mwtd .toi 
~diih- ,pbv York, 

ib hti.joi&d the 
'can* Arm3 aid sailed 
back t@ Britain, despite tho 
. ~ ! ' @ r & r  guards t e b g  

tha;t gritah w p , a  h k  
r;ause. AS a suptmiior' ',in 
the YMCA, with the 
bbnorary rank of 
histaslrwastodforthe 
;welfare of d d k r a  He 
was t o r p e w  'crff muis, 
wiw service in .Sicily, and 
witncmd both the savage 
battle for Monte Ca~ino 
and the diitroua Dieppe 
raid wkn5 the Canadms 
tmk h e w  1 ~ ~ s  in h e  
fimt AUied attempt to 
invadeEuropt. 
In 1943, whde stationed 

in Invemcss with the 
Formby &'pa, be met and 
subequently married 
Jessit Grant, daughter of 
C b # c  and Jessie M t  
from Darncch. After 
moving to Domoch, he 
t w k  up a p d o o  teachin@ 
Emglisb, history and 
geogra hy at the then 
Suther f and T&cd 
WOOL 

Jimmy and J d ' s  two 
sans, Giant and David, 
both shared their dad's 
interest m tiport and no- 
one w a ~  prouder that 
J i  to see both la& play 
footbaUdgolf toahigh 
standard. 
In 1966, Jimmy aad 

r., I--- 
Jess, L ;a*P : +an &$~~@ticu~ousl~ reCOrd other 
respnstbility bf, f.ooki& dkpectr of Darnoch's 
after 40 more boys, when archaeology. He knew 
they were appointed, morc of the history of 
rapccdwly, warden and Domocb than anyone eIse 
matron of W s  Cross and wa still contacted 
boya' ho~tel in Dotwch. rcguldy by pwple h m  dl 
b y  from the North over the mdd m t l n g  to 
d west coast owe a bt to tract their Sutberland 
his determination to MC amshy. 
tbemlmcceed. Jimmy I d  bird 

At that time thtluxuryof watching; hid Sunday 
-tion within daily afternoon 'aunts with 
mn0hy dimm waa not Donnie M h d  were 
available; m a  weekend legandmy and made a huge 
h e s  home were years difference to the 
away. When schd re- dadhdonof the binlsd  
opened in wit m the Soutb-&I! Sutherland His 
norm for Imp to my younger Wn David still 
eoatinuoudy un& the the &terneat 
-%lnk*hodidllpk o f ~ r n h i m a r o l l r r d  
Jimmy, tbmglwut hi8 1m * thtp fwnd 
geur~rp.pdea,plsolmd w b a t t t r t y ~ w a s t k  
h d 4 t b a b O p y y  f h t ~ s ~ i n t h  
~ W i k k L A n *  a lmy fb l l o lP iqB tk i r r&  
Mtb&krhmtobe hfdwthtoSootl.lId. 
at Bad's CL.cps with th Jhqmy was a lover of 
Be& Mad spot5h&foritemaakc 
*tllstthsywlerebathd bc8uM he 

~aadT2&% CI%YGig 
~ t b e h c h a a i f ~  chareder and comtade- 
w m  part of W fmily, sbip. 

Afttr hay rckd fmm He WM a oounty-level 
Earl's &OM in 197'7, tennis playor in Canada, a 
Jimmy's commitment to long-distance runner, a 

-4&-3-, -aeQ - 

founder m m h r  and Io !Mbd& he he1 
chairman qf Historylink. organ& wuntless fwt  g" all 
and played, an important and .$lhiEtic events, and 
part in thk develop",cnt'fiP was-also a proficient caddy 
its permanent hbme d m .  for his brother-in-law, 
byheglebe. Ddnald Grant, when he 
Evtn as J m n y  catered was in his heyday on the 

his 90s he would deal with lid&* 
each query abut Domoh Jimmy maintained a 
&with great enthuaiaam. It nbn-playing mcmbedip of 
he did not h the mmcr W'al Dornoch Gal€ Club 
bmlf, he certainly lmcw in order to support the 
where to fiad out and who game in the area, even 
to contact. although he did not himself 

~hosc who I ~ G W  ji& play. 
knm a mati who was so Latterly, when he cwld 
grateful for all the many. only spectate, he still 
gifts with which he was pawionate@ supported 
blesstd. Never one to boasf , both Motherwell and 
qyt yet a man so p m d  of 5 c o h d .  
his sons, k i r  families and Principdly Jimmy was a 
devoted to his wife Jessie. h u t  He bad been 

J i i  had so many b t upveqstrictly: his 
qualities: an intelligent f 2 h l a q c d  to tbs 
man, his ability to pass on Brttbrta la DornocIi hi! 
hcmkdgc to others was a and Jc& attended both 
joy to witness and dune the Free Cburcb and 
witb dear, logical and Church of ScotIaad and 
lastiog effect, hoIding the Jimmy was dimaught if k 
b e t  with interest and had to miss a wrvice due to 
building a dcsjrc to learn ill health or any other 
more. reason. 
He had a vast general Tbey d w a ~  had a clear 

knowledge, including commitment to the 
p t r y  and literature., but Cbristian faith md to living 
prrticularIy he lwcd a good life in the s e w  that 
gdogy, arckaeology, local the Bible d&cs it. This 
and natural history. He was done humbly and 
knew all the rock5 in without fuss; it showGd in 
Suthdad, the hock and the ways he was always 
but chrles, p d i i  on an willing to help. to 
individual bask He taccPUrage and ta mmfort. 
inspired his p a t  kiend, He and Jew& were 
struanRobcrtwo,tochart q K c i a l l y  
all of tbe cmIy settlwrtntn Grant joinad Ttod a minishy. wbn 
a h g  the Evtlix and to Jhmfs Qop faith 

life, cspccially in later 
months as his health 
deteriomtd 

Underfying aU Jimmy's 
being, he was a ddmted  
family man. This was quite 
a challenge-for wmmmc 
wbhimwlfcamefroma 
relath@ family to 
join the Grants of 
k l l amkh  and tbe Fmcrs 
of Ddchkl, wbo are eo 
llumemu that thy am 
h a v e m t a b w *  
in most oomn of the 
known world 

Jimmy and Jessie m r ~  
married for over 60 ycars 
mdwem a t r w  Exampleof 
a devoted couple. He 
sumrted Grant and 

Jimmy was alcn and 
ummphbning to the end 
and was grateful for &c 
mre he received, esptcially 
from the local dwton and 
nurses. Ronnie and Is 
hue, and Barbara and, 
Sandy Morrison were a$ 

ally generous in 

iil. 
J i y  would have been 

deeply embarraued by the 
tnputcs that m many have 

The family take great 
codart from ' the many 
cards and letters wived. 
The writer of qne card in. 
particular accurately 
cap'tut-es the spirit of 
Jimmy Bell: "The 
community shall all miss 
Jimmy. He was a man small 
in stature, but , a giant In 
lhrnoch." 

~immyissurvivcdbyl& 
b i q  wife Jessie and his 
rwo win Gtant and David. 
Grant - is &ter i t  
CuJbokie, while David is 
profegsw of ecoMnnics at 
the universiq of Sl i rhg.  
Tbey extend their warmest 
thanks and gratitude to 
weryone who has been so 
wppwtivt and b d .  

Jamw K BcU was a 
special man and those that 
were privileged to know 
him &am with the family 
their deep 1- 


