
mosIel pnase-our rnarKs e,,a or  an e r  
.N ERA in Sutherland's 
jucationd histo came to an 
~d yesterday v%n the last 
:sidents bade farewell to 
arl's Cross school hostel, 
rornmh, at the end of the 
Jmmer term. 
B-listed mansion Earl's 

:TO=, named after a ennui=-  
Id nearby monument, wx 
ome to hundreds of school- 
oys from remoter parts of 
uthcrland for the past 43 
ears. 

It was carmarked for dosure 
arlier this year by Highland 
: e p a l  bundl. beraw of 
ig maintenance costs, and a 
:duction in numkrs of secvn- 
ary pupils at D o m d  Aca- 
emy and Golspie Hi& School 
:$ring amommodation. 

ulherland divisional educa- 
on officer MI John Metcalfe 
lid a recent survey had ques- 
oncd the building's continued 
uitability as a hostel. If kept 
pen, it would have cost a 
ubstaatial amount to bring 
ccomrnodation up to stan- 
ard. 
Although basically sound. 

Sari's Cross is showing signs of 
tear and tear frum over four 
ecades of hosting boisterous 
tenage boys. 

Yesterday Mr Metcalfe said 
he education department 
(odd first of all offer it for use 
3 other regional council de- 
,ndm.ln*r 

but in its final days numbers 
dropped to 21 first- and 
second-year pupils, with only 
17 in residence on he last 

'%A term hew boys will 
divided between MacLeod 
House Hostel, Golspie, still a 
boys' hostel and the two girts' 
hostels .  M a c k a j  House. 
Golspie and R a s  ouse , Dot- , 

nocb. 
Matron Mrs Margaret Mac- 

Kemie moves as matron to 
M a c h o d  House Hostel, while 
warden MI-S Diane Thornsun, 
who was d w  offered another 

t, has decided instead to go 
ome to Caithness. r'= 
Three long serving domestic 

staff members arc to retire. 

The last Earl's Cross 
Hastel hays, pictured on the 
Iawn with warden ME Uieoe 
Thornson (tefl) and matron 
Mrs: Margaret MacKenzie, on '.: 
their last evening in the build- 
ing. They are (rear, from left) 
Cornelius Bakker, Lochinver; 
Gary Howerd, Achfan; Alan 
Dawson. Kinloth bervie;  
David Munro, Lochiover; 
CaIum Mi l lar ,  Drumbeg; 
Andrew MacKenzie, Stwr; 
David Morrison, Kinloch- 
bervt; David Shaw, Durness; 
NialI Robertson. Lochiaver; 
(Iront. from lefl) Douglas 
MacDonald, Stoer; Victor 

. 4 L  & U C U L J .  

~f 1-1 uw Roonic, Lochinver; Jamie 
le fomd for the hostel, cur- Dawmn, Kinlwhbcnie; Luke 
entlv valued at f250.m. i t  Millur, Athfary;  Warren 
,ill & offered for sale on the Luke. Lwh Choire; 1,awrence 
lpen market. MacLcod, Kinlochbervie; 

T h e  h o s t e l  o r i q i n a l I y  David CuthberLwn, Achbry, 
ted over JO boys, Kenneth Clark, Kyleuku, 

Distant echoes , P 
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