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THE LATE PROVOST FRASER,
DORNOCH.

Mr William Sutherland ¥raser, Procurator-
Fiscal of Sutherlandslire, and Provost of the
Burgh of Dornoch, died at his residence here
on the eveaning of Friday last, the 18th Octo-
bar, after an illness of only a few days, at the
advanced age of 89 years. Althoush more or
less confined to the house for the past 18
months, Mr Fraser had the enjoyment of ex.
cellent health, and until quite recantly was
able to take an almost daily walk in his
garden. Until within the past few days he
retained that keen interest in his business
affairs which has characterised his lonr and
active public life. His memory was, to the

up till the hour of his death he possessed
great vitality.

for more than half-a-century. We suppose

ll':::l Eﬁgtl_x;ud. %lthoufxghda solicitor and
public, 1t may be stated that for probably :
period of 15 years back he had lakl;n l'%?l!! u:
no interest in Civil Court business. e
however, paid the strictest attention to his
duties as public prosecutor. No later than
the month of December 1857 there was an
instance of this. At that time some investi-
gations had to be made in connection with
the Assynt crofting disurbances. The late
Mr Hoyes, the Procurator-Fiscal Depute, was
confined to his house through illness, and
notwithstandiog his advanced age and the
very inclement condition of the weafher.
rather than neglect such an important duty,
Mr Fraser determined to accomplish the
Journey himself. Accordingly on the 1Gth of
December, at the early hour of 6 A, he, ac-
companied by his clerk, started for Lochin-

:ﬁr, on the west coast of the cnuntav. driving

end of his career, of surprising acuteness, and |

Mr Fraser was appointed Procurator-Fiseal S
(of Sutherland in 1832, thus holding the office |

 him to have been the oldest Procurator-Fiscal |:
notary [+

Ea o 1839 .

!

¢ whole distance, 6 miles, an
i ,--“ﬂ“-
there at 5 o'clock p.at.  'When about mi;lw
he was overtaken by o snow-storm, yet gi
pursued his courss with the spirit of a man |
:lalf Lis age. Four days later he returned
1ome, not arriving till midnight on account
of snow-blocked roads, and other incon-
veniences which have to be experienced by
travellers to the West Coast of Sutherland
during the winter season. He felt none the
worse of his experience on that, the last
occasion on which he had to leave his home
?n publie business. Rather on the contrary,
t:;d?ugmr:mgh:llmter we recollect bLis at-
rsonal i i
pull}lic 8 upt oy Y to duties of an important
p till the spring of 1888 Mr
g:}eudcd to every criminal case whicthaume:
- o}t;l:ha Court, and of all the members at
3 1? o he was the most regular attendant,
ether his duties brought him there or not.
¢ Wis @ precise and accurate speaker, and
acquired in early life a style well fitted to

lmpress a jury, as well as to
pres ; S to command an
:i l;e;-nve hearing from bis listeners at all

arriving |

| Parochi:
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Pesides the Fiscalship, he held other two
public appointwents for wore than half a
century. First, that of ageut for the Cale-
donian Baunk in Dornoch, to which he was
appointed at the opening of the office fifty-one
years ago, The second was that of Commis-
sary Clerk of the Commissariat of Sutherlaud
which office be beld under commis~ion ;;mnteci
by King George 1V. on 23cd February 1830,
filty-nine years ago. This office now passes }
by Act of Parliament to the Sheriff Clerk of -
the county. In addition to these Mr Fraser

held the offices of clerk of Supply aud collec-
tor of county rates for forty-three years, and

the Sutherland Road Trust. In 1887 he re-
signed the factorship of Achany and Balloan,
both estates belonging to Lady Matheson of
the Lews, which appoiutment he bheld for.

when he tendered his resignation,
pied the position of Chairman of the Dornoch
Lastly, Mr Fraser held the honourable posi-
tion of Provost of the Royal Burgh of Dor-
noch. In 1868, on the Duke of Sutherland’s
retirement, Mr Fraser was created Provost,
aud he has ever since held the office continu-
ously. Three years ago his seat was cou-
tested, but he was returned by the inhabi-
tants with an overwhelming majority. No
one, perhaps, bad the general interests of his
native burgh more at heart than the late Pro-
vost, but, in particular, it falls to be recorded
that to him eutirely is due the retention of

but ancient burgh.
He was the most enthusiastic volunteer
in the county, and, besides being the founder
of the Dornoch corps, his influence went &
great way in bringing the volunteer move-
meunt to such proficiency in Sutherland. A |
number of years ago he was justly promoted
to the rank of major for his valuable volun-
teer services, which title he held till his
death.
In politics he was held to be a Conserva-
tive, but during political contests he never
failed in readily assenting to preside over
meetings, whether of a Conservative o
Liberal nature.

As already stated, his memory was of great
strength, and he has loog been regarded as

which occurred early in the present century,
and he always found great delight in the re- |
cital of these occurrences.

His sobriety in all departments of life was
aprominentfeature in his character. Although
not in a public way, he was a constant advo-
cate of the temperance cause, and nothing
served to irritate bim so much as the conduct
of people (no matter to what class they be-
longed) of intemperate habits. The following
extract from a letter written to the late Pro-
vost by the deceased George Dempster of
Ormiston Hall, Travent, and formerly pro-
prietor of Skibo, and Convener of the County
of Sutherland in July 1882, is not unworthy
| of motice. Mr Dempster says :—

“* As for yourself, I hear you carry your years
very lightly. I have often named you to my
friends here a3 a man who owes everything to a
temperate life, and a strict avoidance of *whiskio
toddy! whereby you have seen n more complete
clearance of your contemporaries in Sutherland
than any other of its residents."

Provost Fraser was born in Dornoch on
the anniversary day of the battle of Waterloo
1801. He was as a boy educated at Dornoch
aud Tain, and thereafter in Inverness, finish-
ing in Edinburgh. He was descended from a
very old Sutherland family, bis ancestors all
living to long ages. Provost Fraser was un-
married, and is survived by two sisters,

Mr Fraser's brother.

an undoubted authority on historical events |

for a long time he has acted as treasurer to

the more important institutions of this swall |

The late Sheriff Fraser of Fort-William was |

about forty years, aud up till two years ago, ;.
he occu- T

aod other local Boards. i



